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A Messag from Qur President

During the winter, Executive VP Roy Sweer and | met in
Syrocuse with representatives of several Jarger hybrid volunteer
ombulance services from acrass the middle of the state. | am
pleased to repert that .as o result of this meeting the group de-
cided to join aur Associatian. They have farmed their own district
and will be District 15. Representing the new District are Jahn
Hussar fram Unian EMS in Binghamtan and Jon Palitis frem Cala- .
nie EMS autside Albany. The new District is a welcome additian WEH&EL i
to our Association. Thank you for joining us.

The planning for the Convention is well under way. A tremendous amount of work has
been done by the Committee. Seminar schedules are in place, vendors are registering ond |
believe it will be the best ever. This year we are pleased to have A.l. Heightmon, editor of
JEMS Magozine as our keynote speaker. | wont to thank Good Somaritan Hospital in Suf-
fern, New York far sponsoring.Mr. Heightman. Information ond registration forms are ovajl-
able an our web site www.nysvare.org or you con call B77-nysvara and the information will
be mdited to you. This vear, as always, we are looking for sponsors for our seminars,
breaks, etc. Journal ads are being solicited as well. For more information, plecse contact
Ralpk Cefalo at wvacl 1357 @aal.com. '

i want to remind everyane thot our Legislotive Day in Albany is Manday April 23, 2007,
This year we will be porinering with the New York State Assaciction of Fire Chiefs. It 1§ vi-
tally important that everyone whe has the opportunity to participate join us in Albony. We
will be setting up meetings with key legislators to discuss important issues thot we face. There
is strength in numbers. This yeor the dedicated funding for EMS expires in June. It is critical
that we let our elected officiols know how importont this funding 1s to us. PLEASE JGIN US! If
you would like more information, please contact me at seamast@aol.com.

We are in the process of upgrading ond updafing our web site. | want to thank John
Hussar and his company Grey Goose Graphics for helping us in this endeavor.

Vice president Henry Ehrhardt and | continue ta represent the Assaciation on the MYS
EMS Courxil. | would like to congratulate Henry as he has been elected Chalrmen of the
Council. i is d great accomplishment and a reflection of the hard work that Henry has done
over the years as he has represented the Associatian on the Council.

Cur grect relatianship continues with The New Yark State Association of Fire Chiefs. |
have meet with their senior representatives on o regular basis and we are looking at ways
that we can work together mare closely. Henry and [ were invited ta attend FASMY's EMS
Canference in Mentour. it wos very well ottended and extremely well done. During the con-
ference we et with President Michael Wutz and members of the EMS Coammittee. Adom
Ochs from The New York Stafe Association of Fire Districts was alsa at the meeting. It was
extremely productive ond | believe there is a renewed sense of cooperation among all the
volunteer emergency service organizations. | wanr to thank President Wutz and FASNY for
their hospirality.

As you are awaore, there is o new odministration in State gavernment. 'We have olreody
seen the appaintment of a new Commissioner of Health. The impact on Emergency Services
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and parlicularly volunteer EMS remains to be seen. We will

continve ta work with our volunteer emergency services col-

lecgues ensure that our interests ond concerns ore heard.
Lastly, while much has been occomplished, there is still

much work to be done. As olways | want to thank everyone

NYSVARA Cookbook

As a fun fundraising effort, Kathy Hanford of District 19
has volunteered to head up a NYSYASRA COOKBOOK proj-
ect. If enough recipes are received the cackbook may be
ready by PULSE CHECK 2007 in October. All types of reci-
pes <an be included (main dishes, desserts, oppetizers, cosse-
roles, specialty drinks, etc).

Mgl your favorite recipes to Kathy Hanford,
NYSYA&RA, PO Box 570064, Whitestone, NY 11357 or
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for their help and support and encourage you ta ask your
friends and colleogues to become involved. It is becouse of
your hord work that we continue to be voice of volunteer EMS
in New York State.

Be Safel

kahaemtec@hotmail.com. Include your nome, phone and
email so she can contodt you if there are any gquestions obout
your recipe. Credit in the cookbook will include your name
and squad.

If you hove an ideo of how many cookbooks you wauld
like ta buy, please let Kathy know so she will know how many
to have printed. The price will depend on the size and nuin-
ber of books printed.

New Rescue Standards Adopted by NYS Office of Fire Prevention & Control

On April 7, 2006, Governor George E. Pataki odopted
™wo amendments to the Minimum Training Stondards for Fire-
fighting ond Code Enforcement Personnel! which establish mini-
mum froining ond certificotion levels in voarious technical rescue
disciplines and certificetion for Advonced Hozordous Moteriols
Technicien. These voluntory stondords, which ore contoined in
19 NYCRR, Part 426.8 (n) {0}, will ollow emergency response
personnel who have completed specified training to receive
New Yark State Certification in the vorious titles including:

Advanced Hozordous Materials Technician, Confined
Spoce Rescve Technicion, Dive Rescue Technician, Rope Rescue
Technician, $tructural Collopse Rescue Technician, Subterranean
Rescue Technician, Surfoce Water Technician, Trench Rescue
Technicion, Machinery Rescue Technician, and Wilderness Res-
cue Technician

The rescue stondards ore based on notional criterio, spe-
cifically, NFPA 1870 - Standard on Operations and Training

for Technical Rescue Incidents and NFPA 1006 - Rescue Techni-
¢ien Professional Qualificotions. State certificotion of respond-
ers within these technicol rescue fields provides a baseline to
measure competencies and capohilities of personnel. This is
especially important since response 10 a majar disaster is often
¢ regional or inter-stote response and is not solely dependant
on locol resources in the immediate area. Response personnel
having the requisite technical training to perform the task at
hand is criticol to the success of any emergency opergtion,

Those wishing to apply for certifications in these new fitles
can download the appropriate opplications ot www.dosstale.
ny.us/fire /certifications.htm or contoct OFPC's Standards Unit
ot {518) 474.6746.

The adoption of the new standards represent a continua-
tion af efforts to increase the level of training and competence
in New York State's emergency responder community to pro-
vide the best service possible.

AED & CPR Changes — Additional Guidance Issued by NYS DOH

The Bureav of EMS {BEMS) issued a letter on January 19,
2007 ta onswer some of the most frequently asked questions
raised since the State Emergency Medical Advisory Committee
(SEMAC) ond the State Emergency Medical Services Council
(SEMSCO) aecepted the 20035 American Heart Associatian
Guidelines [AHA). Mojor issues covered include:

+ Based on concerns forwarded to BEMS from several oreos af
the state, the deadline for EMS agencies ta train their provid-
ers ta the 2005 AHA Guidelines has been extended e July
1, 2007, Until agencies have trained all their staff to the
new guidelines they shauld continue to use the old version of
the state pratocols and CPR. The updated training should
take ploce even if the agency is unable 1a change their Avto-
mated External Defibrillatars [AEDs) to meet the current AHA
Guidelines for AEDs.

+ The Bureau af EM3 Is nat mandating the purchase of new

AEDs to meet the new stondards. However, AEDs should be
uvpgraded to meet the new stondards as scon os possible.
Agencies should contact their AED monufacturer to deter-
mine if their AED con be vpgraded. BEMS continues to urge
all agencies to have AEDs that are capable of treating all
gge groups.

+ The new BLS Cardioc Arrest Protoco! states thot “a maxi-
mum of three (3) defibrillations moy be delivered at the
scene pricr o initiating transport”. This does not meon thot «
provider con only deliver three (3] defibrillations at the
scene. |l fronsport'is nat available or is deloyed, yav shauld
continue to treat and defibrillate the patient if so reguired
by the AED. EMS providers myst begin transportation of
these paktents as saon as possible and not delay transpart
to perform additianal defibriliatians.



SUPPORTS:
 Field Data Entry - Multi-User Configuration
» PCs or Ruggedized Tablets + Full NY PCR Compatibility

Analyzing data is a very important part of managing our service. Without good
% data, managers and planners cannot make good decisions. As our call
volume grows vear after year, wlilizing & computerized data collection and reporting

system is not an option, but rather a necessity. I highly recommend this system.”
— Timothy P, Egan, NREMT-P, Chief of Oparations,
Diractar of Informatian Technalogy, Rockland Paramedic Sarvicea
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12 Lead Capability in NYS & What are Hospitals Doing with Info?

Survey results released at the end of the summer indicate:

- Of 4846 ALS agencies 264 (58%) have 12 lead capability.

+ Of 1,285 ALS vehides 544 (429%) have 12 lead capability
but only 229% are capable of transmitting the info to hospi-
tals.

- Of 102 hospitals anly 40 are oble ta receive 12 lead trans-
missions through a telemetry setup. It has been noted, how-
ever, that any hospital is able to receive 12 lead informa-
tion into a FAX machine if the ambuiance has fransmitting
capability through a menitor and o cell phone.

There had been some tatk that 12 lead training shauld be
given ta BLS personnel and their ambulances equipped with
suitabie monitor /defibrillators but the impetucus has sputtered
out due ta the enarmaus costs invalved as well as the redliza-
tion that ALS capability needs to be pushed first.

A nationwide study announced at an American Heart As-
sociatiaon conference in Chicago on November 20, 20046 high-
lighted an issue with the use of 12 lead dotao sent to hospitals
by ambulonce crews. |t seems many hospitals are slow to act
on information about an incoming patient and guidelines call-

ing for a “doar-ta ballan” {angioplasty) time of $0 minutes are

not being met. Measures that have been suggested to de-
creose wasted time incdude:
- Authorizing ER doctars to activate cath lab rather than wait
for cardiolagist review of the case
+ Establishing a one call system to a central operator to acti-
vate on angioplosty team
*Hoving the ER activate the cath lob when medics alert them
based on 12 tead analysis in the field -
- Staff in cath lob within 20 minutes of natificotian
- Cardiologist on site 24/7
- immediate feedback to staff an how they did on each cose
The findings ond suggestions re-emphasize that oll links in
the heart attack “Chain of Survival” from recegnition to rehab
are impartont and must work together for a positive outcome
ta result. About 1,250 of the 5,000 hospitals in the US do
emergency angioplasties and are being invited to join the ef-
fort ta decrease the time to definitive treatment by allowing
the ER physicion ta moke the decision ta assemble an cppre-
priate care team. How does your locals haspital respond to
notifications?

NYS DMV Ambulance Registration Fee Issues

Ambulances owned by non-government entities are not
eligible for “Official” plates and in reviewing Ambulance Op-
erating Certificate renewals the NYS DOH hos been requiring
independent ambulance squads to change over ta “ET” type
cmbulance plates.

Registering a new ambulance or changing the type of
registration from Official to ET type plates can present a chal-
lenge if a “no fee” transaction is sought. The DMV will only
waive the registration fee if the eambulance is not a “Fer Hire”
vehicde. Getting arcund the offirmatian on the farm DMV-167
that “na charge is made for services” can be problematic but
we understand ithas been done successfully by the following
raute:

¢ Ensure the MV-82 VEHICLE REGISTRATICN/TITLE APPLICA-
TION is completed properly. In Section & check off only

that the vehicle is used as an ambulance.

« Complete the MV-197 EXEMPT VEHICLE CERTIFICATE add-
ing o statement that the squad is an Emergency Medical
Service (EMS) and that that they are net strictly "for hire”
as that is not a condition of service - they respond to oll
and payment ar ability to pay is not a factar in providing
service.

e Provide an F5-20 insuronce card from their insurer. This is
the same form provided privately owned vehicles. For Hire
vehicles are normally given a FH-10 insurance cord.

s Provide capies of the squad’s NYS Sales Tax Exemption
form and IRS 501{c){3) letter.

For squads that hove already poid o fee ta register an ambu-
lance an MVY-215 REQUEST FOR REFUND can be filed with
the necessary supporting dacumentaticn.

Blue Lights Authorized for Police Vehicles

Section 375 aof the Motor Vehicle and Troffic Law was
amended cn June &, 2004 to ollow police vehides to utilize
rear facing blue lights when engaged in on emergency apera-
tion. Studies in recent yeors have suggested that blue lights
enhance safety during nighttime operctions. Acting cn this in-
formotion local and state police agencies are now permitted
to equip their vehicles with “one or more blue lights or combi-
natian blue and red lights or combination blue, red ond white
lights provided that such blue light or lights shall be disptayed

for rear projection only”. An additional provision requires
the display of ane or more red or combination red and white
lights on the police vehicle red as a condition of utilizing blue
lights. .
Yolunteer firefighters with written authorizotion from
their Chief are still permitted to equip their personal vehicle
with a blue light. Centrary to some fire department prac-
tices, the use of biue and red light combinations are not per-
mitted on fire vehicles.
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Legislative

Please join the NYSYA&RA on Legislative Day on April 23, in
Albany, NY

Meet with yaur local Assembly and Senate representatives
and et them knaw what ihe valunteers in New York would like
to see pass into law. 2007 Legislative & Policy Agenda High-
lights:

s Emergency Medical Service Training Program Dedicote
Funding

Utility Charges

Volunteer Emergency Services Personnel Recruitment and
Retention

a College Tuition Assistonce

s Real Property Tax Abatemert for Yolunteer Emergency Pro-

Two Hour Wait in ER of lllinois Hospital

The Verdict Form worksheet completed Septmeber 14,
2006 by the foreman of a Caroner’s Jury in the Inquest of o
49 year old woman who died after a 2 hour wait in o hospital
emergency department reads: “We, the undersigned Jurors
sworn to inquire into the deoth of Beatrice Yance on coth do
find that she come to her deoth on the 29 doy of July 2006
ot 2:00 AM ot Visto Medical Center Eost, Woukegan, lllinois in
the County of Lake. We find thot her death wos due to Myo-
cardial Infarction; due to Acute Coranary Thrombosis: which
was the result of ‘o gross deviotion from the standord af care,
which o reasonoble person wauld exercise in the situation.'
wWhich begon at 444 Narth County Street, Waukegan, Lake
County. lllinois, on Friday, July 28, 2006 sometime prior to
10:15 PM. From the evidence presented, we the jury believe
the manner of her deoth to be hemicide.”

It is not known from the initial information on the case
the monner of the patient’s arrival (ombulance vs. private

You Can’t Make This Up

Ellis Hospital in Schenectody went on a diversion for some
time on Fridoy, July 28th because of poisoned birds falling
from the sky. On Thursday the 27th an exterminator hired by
the hospitol to get rid of birds an it roof used the pesticide
Avitrol in o plan ta poison some birds whose distress calls
would drive off ather birds. Hawever, during the evening doz-

Spring lssue

viders

» Yolunteer Emergency Service
Personal Tax Credit

o Cellular Phone Priority Access

s Yolunteer Ambulance Service
License Plates

islative Committee
Michael H. Wilhelm, Chair
withelmm@nysvara.org

» -Coverage for Non Jurisdic- Le
tional Response

e EMT Intermediate Levels of
Cerrificotion .

If you have ony guestions, contact Mike Wilhelm at {347)739-

6947 or e-mail wilhelmm@nysvara.org.

Determined to be Homicide

tronsportation). Articles in local newspapers indicate the pa-
tient complained her pain level was 10 on a scole of 1 1o 10
and was unconsciays when  nwrse called her name far atten-
tion at 12:25 AM,

The county's State’s Attarney’s office is reviewing the
unusual finding in the case. His initial reaction was thot typi-
cally, these situations are handled in civil eourts, under Illinois
low there is no charge aof negligent homicide and while stotutes
do include reckdess hamicide they are applied to vehlcular ac-
cidents. In order ta charge o corporation it would hove to be
shawn that a controlling officer was invelved. Other officials
have said that the decision of the inquest does not require the
filing of charges and that the State’s Attorney’s office is not
legally baund by any decision of the coroner’s jury, Hospitals
ocross the country will be awaiting the final sutcome of this
case.

ens of pigeons started falling to the ground and workers had
to be sent out to collect the bodies in red bio-hazard bogs.
The situation escalated inta a HAZMAT incident with several
people golng through decon procedures. Although the ER re-
moined open, ambulances were diverted on July 28th to
other hospitals out of the woy of police ond firefighters deal-
ing with the bird situation.
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State EMS Council — December 2006 attended by Henry Ehrhardt & Mike McEvoy
1.

The “Suspected Spingl Injuries™ protocal and a Power
Point educational presentation expected owt in early
2007. After much wrangling, it will hit the streets once
the Bureou completes formatting changes and adds final
touches to the education piece.

Burn Kits from the State Hospital Preparedness group
have finolly arrived ot each County EMS Coordinators
office. It's up to each County Ceordinator to deploy the
kits. The idea is to provide one kit far every ambulance
in the State. Who's your County Coordinater -- check the
Bureau listing ot: www.healthstate.ny.us/nysdoh/ems/
counties /map.him.

SEMSCO gave its approval to o newly revised ond up-
dated QI Manual written by the Evaluation Committee.
Plons call for the Committee to roll aur their new monual
regionally in a “train the trainer” format starting some-
time in the second quarter of 2007,

After a 90 plus minute grilling, and following some minar
revisions, the new North Country ALS Protocols were ap-
proved. Also from North Country, was approvol for BLS
use of hemostotic bondoges for serious external bleed-
ing. Morth Country is the third region in New York to em-
ploy hemostatic bondages (Westchester and Nassau
County olready ollow them). While “the jury” is still out
on their exact role in the EMS, you might want to Google
the topic ond read up. Hemestatic products are playing
an increasingly important role in surgery.

Remember those 8 /2 by 11 Pediotric Prehospital Care
Reference Cards that the EMS for Children (EMSC) pro-
gram distributed a few years back? Well the card is
undergoing revision 1o include the 2005 CPR guidelines
and shouid be up on the EM3C secfion of the Bureau
website within 2-3 weeks. Surf to: www.heglth.stote.ny.
us/nysdoh/ems /nysemschtm.

The Bureou expects to shortly releose g guidonce docy-
ment for Regional Councils and Progrom Agencies use in
evaluating applications for Course Sponsorship.

Take note CICs ond Clls out there: DOH now cross checks
your name aggainst the personnel roster of the agency
you list as your field experience location. f you don't
appear on the persannel roster, but daim to be actively
riding, you'll probably be asked for additianal proof.
This brings to mind a term vsed in previous SEMSCO
nates, “filing folse poperwark.”

SEMAC voted fa odd ketorolo¢ ta the statewide ALS for-
mulory for pain freatment. Ketorolac is the generic farm
of Toradok®, a nan-narcotic agent given IV ar IM for
moderately severe aarte pain. Although morphine is the
preferred agent to treat acute pain, the hurdles needed
to get morphine into ALS units and then to restock it once
edministered continue to make ALS sysfems seek non-
narcotic olternatives.

SEMAC will odvise thelr 18 REMACs ta update their ALS

10.

117.

12

13

14.

15.
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protocols in compliance with the 2005 AHA/ILCOR resusci-
tation guidelines. Updates should be completed by Janu-
ary 2007. Rather than review all 18 Regional Pratacol
sets, SEMAC Is osking each REMAC to submit a letter by
July 1, 2007 confirming vpdates are in place
SEMSCO heard presentation from the Rural Health Com-
munity Systems group in Steubien County (www.rhcsys.org)
describing a needs ossessment and action plan initiated to
bolster EMS in their rural county. ) -
The PCR might get another facelift sometime soon —
maybe! A couple new “time” boxes hove been requested;
one for time of call receipt at the $11 Answering Point,
and one for time of First Responder arrival on scene.
Prior to implementing either change, the Evoluation Com-
mittee will review the entire PCR with on eye towords con-
formity with NEMSIS data collection. What might actuolly
happen is on evolution of the data set required for agen-
cies using elecfronic PCRs versus any immediate chonges to
the paper and pencil forms.
Yital Signs 2006 was ane of the five largest conferences
ever with over 2,100 attending the show in Syrocuse. The
show will return to Syrocuse October 18-21, 2007,
Rondolph Mantooth presented awards at the annual
owards banguel. The 2006 awardees were: BLS Pro-
vider: John Carnes [Westchester REMSCO), ALS Provider
of the Year: Yincent Coletto (Suffolk REMSCQO), Agency of
the Yeor: Dix Hills Fire Dept. Rescue Squad {Suffolk REM-
5C0), Ltecdership Award: Sharon Chiumento (Monroe-
Livingston REMSCO), Educator of Excellence: Edward Mo-
ser {Centrol NY REMSCQ), EMS Communications Specialist:
Andrew Eve (Manroe-Livingston REMSCO), Nurse of Excel-
lence: Elizabeth Mantgomery [Monroe-Livingston REM-
SCO), and Physician of Excellence: Erik Larsen
{(Westchester REMSCO).
Is your agency ready far a pandemic? Much of the busi-
ness world has beefed up their corporate continuity plans
for the unique challenges o pandemic flv might bring. To
evaluate how prepared your EMS service is, toke o peek
af: www.pondemicflu.gov/plan/healthcare /
emgncymedical.html. You might discover a thing or two
you shill need to do.
Know anyone who's failed a CFR or EMT course? Make
sure they know there's a one year deadline from the date
of their original wriken exam to pass the test. One year
ond one day later, they'll have to return to go and start
over. The wrilen exom can be retaken once. If o student
foils the refest, they need to complete o refresher course
to sit {up fo twa more times) for the written exam.
Dr. Terry Foirbanks (Assistant Professor Emergency Medi-
cine, University of Rochester) delivered a brief SEMAC
presentafian on medical error reduction using a systems
appraach. A TAG has been formed to recommend some
{Continued on page 7}
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NYS Comptroller Audit Hits Fulton County Ambulance with $122,307 Medicaid Overpayment

The Comptroller’s office is authorized by the State Con-
stitution and State Finance Low to audit Medicaid ambulance
claims. However selected, Fulton County Ambulance in
Gloversville came up for review. Audited were selected
Medicaid payments over a five-yecr period. The audit found
thot the provider was overpoid o total of $122,307 becayse
Medicoid billing guidelines were misinterpreted by the pro-
vider and the billing errors were not detected by the State's
automated Medicaid ciaims processing and poyment system.
The Comptroller found the following cverpayments:
$111,416 becouse of billing for both BLS and ALS services
edach time ALS was provided.

+ $10,172 for billing BLS ond ALS services for ussisting on-
other ambuiance company. Prior to /1 /02, the previder
was entitled to reimbursement for assist services but ofter

that date the provider was not entitled 1o ony reimburse-
ment for these services since the local Social Services office
had not established a rate for assist services.

$520 for billing both BLS and ALS services for menitoring a
patient during transpartation from one hospital to cnother.
$199 for billing multiple times for the same service.

The Comptroller’s office recommended that the overpay-
ments be recavered and contrals be developed for preventing
such overpayments in the future. The NYS Department of
Health advises that as imore ambulance agencies bill for serv-
ice these audits will became mare frequent. The Comptroller's
office does not seem to care whether the service is volunteer,
not-for-profit, commercial or municipol.

The oudit summary is on the internet at hitp:/ /www.osc.
stote.ny.us/audits /allaudits /093006 /06530, pdf

Federal Grant Recipients to be Available on Internet

President George W. Bush on Tuesday September
26, 2006 signed 52590, the Federol Funding Accountability
and Transparency Act, which creates o Google-like search
engine for federal spending. The bill tasks the Office of
Manogement and Budget ((OMB; with maintoining on Internet
datobase containing information about an entity receiving
federal funding, including:
+ The entity’s name
The omount of any federal funds the entity has received in
each of the past 10 fiscol years
+ An itemized breakdown aof each transaction, including fund-
ing agency, program source and a description af the pur-
pose of each funding action

{Crnnaped from page 61
EMS safety contributions for consideration by SEMAC, A
website you might want to check out for additional safety
ideas is www.emssafepatient.com which details an error
reporting netwark called MEPARS.
14. The PIER Committee unveiled a new brochure they've de-
veloped for peaple on the move. The brochure,
“Choosing o New Residence — Questians Yau Should Ask
about EMS in Your New Community” should be available
soon through the Bureau.
SEMSCO heord an appedl of an aperating certificate
denial by the Hudson Mohawk REMSCO (REMO) to
NEALS (North East Advanced Life Support]. An ALJ
{Administrative Law Judge) concluded that there were
conflicts of interest in the REMO process and NEALS had
demonstrated need for their service in certain areas of
Rensselaer County. The ALJ recommended SEMSCO re-
verse the REMO denia) ond issue an operating certificate
to NEALS for certain areas of Rensselaer County. The
SEMSCO systems committee recommended the appeal be
remanded to REMO for consideration of issuance of on

17.

- The location of the entity and primory location of perform-
once, including the city, state, Congressional district ond
country

- A unique identifier for each such entity and porent enfity

Infermation concerning transactions involving individuals, fed-

ero) employees or motters of nationel security would net be

included. The new law forces OMB to post information from

FY 1999 onward by the end of FY 2009.

New York State legislotive grants appear in long lists that

ore not in alphobetical order. The list of fiscal year 2006-

2007 Assembly grants is over 3,000 pages long. There s

some tolk of ony effort o make access to the data more user

friendty.

aperating certificate for parts of Rensseloer County pursu-
ant to statutory definition of need ond report back to the
SEMSCO within 90 days. SEMSCO tock the advice of the
systems committee and did just that.

18. On the subject af appeols, Commissioner Novelle upheld a
decision of the New York City REMAC to allow FDNY 1o
reduce medic stoffing of their ALS First Response Units to
o single poramedic.

19. The Paramedic Licensure TAG met to hear ubout Pennsyl-
vanio's system of permanent paramedic certificotion which
took effect in 1994 following ¢ 10 yeor effort. A survey
of medics during Yital Signs 2004 in Syracuse returned
107 responses with 99 favaring licensure ond 8 opposing.
The TAG will meet again the Mondoy evening prior to the
next SEMSCO meetings and plons to hear representatives
from Detroit where medics ore presently licensed. A draft
repart should be ready before summer 2007.

20. If you haven't seen or heard of the Berger Commission re-
porf, you should point your web browser to: www.
nyhealthcorecommission.org and ot least read through the

{Continued on page 21)
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Disciplinary Actions by NYS DOH now on Internet

As part of its wark to enforce Public Health Law (PHL)
Article 30 ond Title 10 of the New York Code Rules and Regu-
lations (Health), the Bureau of EMS brings actions against EMS
ogendes, individuol providers, course sponsors and event spon-
sors found in violation of the code. These actions emanate from

ony number of penalties including civil penalties, suspensions

or revocation af certification. '
Previausly, listings of ocfians were mailed ta the 18

Regianal EMS Cauncils oround the state and it was hit or miss

camplaints filed with the Bureau by patients, other providers,

EMS agencies and the general public. Complaints such as poor

patiernt care, medication diversions, or any failure to comply
with Port 800 or PHL Arficle 30 are subject to enfarcement.
Sanctions levied agoinst individuals or agencies may result in

whether the Information was passed on to agencies, At lang -
last, the Department hos posted its disciplinary actions on its
web site. To access the information ga to the Bureau of EMS
home page at htip:/ /www.headlth.state.ny.us /nysdoh/ems /
mainhtm , scroll down to Policies, Laws and regulatians ohd
click on the last bullet in the list — EMS Disciglinary Actions.

Brigadier General F. David Sheppard Appointed Director of NYS Office of Homeland Security

Governor George E. Patoki on September 25, 20056

appointed Brigadier General F. David Sheppard as Director of

the New York State Office of Homelond Security (OHS). Mr.
Sheppard currently serves as Director of OHS’ Weapons of

Mass Destruction Task Force and is the Commander of the New

York Army National Guard 53rd Troop Command located in
Valhalla, Westchester County. As Director, Mr. Sheppard will
receive an annual salary of $158,000.

Mr. Sheppard will succeed James W. McMohon who is

refiring from Stote service ofter a distinguished 40-year ca-

reer. He returns o his law enforcement roots in his new position

as Chief of Staff of the International Associotion of Chiefs of
Police.

As Director of the New York State Office of Home-
land Security, General Sheppard will coordinate all State
efforts to detedt, idemtify, address, respond to and prevent
terrorist octs from occurring within New York State, The Of-
fice of Homeland Security is the primary contact with the
federal Department of Homelond Security ond coordinates
with cities and counties throughout New York to ensure maxi-
mum preparedness for a possible threats or terrorist octs.

Dr. Richard F. Daines Nominated to be NYSDOH Commissioner

Governor Ellot Spitzer announced on January 18, 2007
the nomination of Richard F. Daines, MD to serve os Commis-
sioner of the Department of Health. Dr. Daines is President
and Chief Executive Offlcer of $t. Luke’s-Roosevelt Hospital
Center in New York City. Prior to becoming President, he
served as Senior Vice President for Professional Affairs and
as Medical Director, Dr. Daines served in a series of clinical
and odministrative positions at $t. Barnabas Hospital in the
Bronx, including Director of Critical Care, Director of Medico!
Education, Medical Director and Vice President for Profes-
sional Affairs, and Senior Vice President for Professional Af-

foirs. He wos also o founding member of the board of Part-
ners in Heolth at St. Barnabas Hospital. He chaired the
Health, Educotion and Human Services Task Force for Bronx
Borough President Fernando Ferrer from 1998 to 1999 ond
served as Medical Director at Lincoln Medical and Mentol
Health Center. Dr. Doines received his B.A, from Utah Stote
University, ond his M.D, from Cornell University Medical Col-
lege; he did his residency in Internal Medicine af New York
Hospital.

Dr. Daines will earn a solary of $135,000.

Senator Balboni Appointed to NYS Homeland Security Post

Michael L. Balboni has been named by GovernorEliot Spitzer

to be his Deputy Secretary for Public Safety and Security. As

such he will be the new administration®s senior security and law

enforcement official. An orticle in the NY Times quoted Bal-
boni as saying “What we still lock is the White Hause tolking
to the firemen through the states; we don't have that type of
coordination...Ketrine was a perfect example of that.” How-
ever, an official at the NY Public Imterest Group expressed
that Balbeni “has a blind spot when it comes to the tension be-
tween homeland security and the public’s right to know, but

he's smart and knows the issues.” Balbani gave up a NYS Sen-

ate seot in western Massou County he recently won re-election
for.
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Sgring Issue

Bits from Around the State and Beyond

s District 1

e ROCKLAND COUNTY LEGISLATURE

PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE is con-

sidering replacing a 32 year old
helicopter with 2 new $3.2 million
unit. The present copter has been
used for search and rescue and
: lighting. The new unit would have a
winch 1o \awer a basket or flotation device down by cable. Sa
far, the commirtee has requested a list of all incidents the coprer
has been vtilized in.

NYACK HOSPITAL, Rockland County, was suspended for a week
in mid September as an On-Line Medical Control Facility. The
action was taken by Hudson Valley REMSCO when it received
information indicating the hospital did not have enough of its
emergency room physicians credenticled as On-Line Medical
Canlrol Physicians resulting in inconsittent availability. Letters, e-
mails and phone calls from REMSCC 1o ihe hospital apparently
wert unanswered. NYS DOH regulations require Medical Con-
trol Hospitals to have 80% of their emergency room physicians
credentialed as On-line Medical Control Physicians and to have
o credenticled physician available at all fimes who con issue
medical orders including prescribing medications or inilating
certoin procedures to EM$ persomel in the field. Nyack onrib-
uted the oversight in maintaining enaugh credenticled stoff to
turnover ond quickly moved 1o have additionol physicians take
the required on-line course. During the period of suspensian,
Good Samoritan Hospital in Suffern acted os Medical Conirol
for EMS services thal would normolly have communicaled with
Nyack Haspital. The primary ALS unit affected by Nyacdk's sus-
pension was Rockland Paramedic Service.

STONY POINT YAC, Rockland County, has received Town ap-
proval of a plan for obtaining o new headquarters, The owner
of Don's Neighborhood Grill on Route W will sell his nearly 1
acre lot 1o the squad for $1 million with $300,000 os a down
payment and the remaining $700,000 to be financed at 7%
over five yeors. The owner would continue to run the restgurant
as a rent free tenant for the five years until the balance is paid
and ot that point the squad would demolish the building and
build o new headquarters on the site. The old headquarters on
Lee Avenue may be convened 1o affordable housing ynits for
ambulance volunteers to attract members to stay in the commu-
nity. The squad has been in service for 60 years and currently
operates three ambulances handling a yeerly call volume of
about 1,500. The Stony Point EMS Tax District, which funds the
embulance service through a property tax, was activated in
January 2004. Third party hilling alse brings in revenue to the
District.

District 2

WESTCHESTER COUNTY'S fire,/EMS trunked system is neoring
operational stotus, The control channe! is in service but there is
no voice traffic yet, Word is that the two Molorola dealers
(ESS and MetroCom) involved with the projedt have received

mobile radias and will start installing them shortly. Installotion
will be in alphcbetical order af the depariments storting with "A",
The remoining five transmitter sites should be up and running by
the end of the yeor. Once that is completed 1/4 mile grid test-
ing will need to be done o verify signol strength within the cov-
erage ared.

ARDSLEY -SECOR YAC, Westchester County, demolished their old
heacdquarters which was o small bank building in AMount Yernon
before being trucked to Ardsley for its use by the squad. Thé
new building is a prefab with meeting, starage and decon rooms
and one ambulance bay. The squad’s ambulance wos kept in a
chain link cage to protect it fram vandals. A web forum posting
indicates that Ardsley village offered the squad free space in a
new firehouse but it was turned dawn.

District 5
MONRCOE VAC, Crange County, Is involved in a BLS Glucometer
Pilot Praject approved by the Hudson Yalley REMAC,

District 7

DEER PARK VFD, Suffalk County, had an ambulance involved in a
collision on Tuesday morning October 17, 2006. The ambulance
was responding on o call about 8:35 AM when it was hit by a
suburbon at an intersection. The ambulance then siruck the front
of a convenience store. The suburban collided head on with g
third vehicle. The driver of the ambulance and an EMT were
taken to o hospital for treatment of head injuries ond the subur-
bon driver was transparted to the same hospital comptaining of
upper body injuries. An adult and two children in the vehicles
were uninjured, Whealley Heighis responded to the original
emergency call.

CENTERPORT VFD, Suffolk County, has received a one year ex-
tension 1o December 31, 2007 for compliance with the caunty's
EMD dispatching requirements. Time ond staffing issues were
cited as reasons for being unable to certify all their dispatchers.
They are octively pursuing full certification or sharing dispaich
with ather deportments, They are compliant with the other as-
pects of the county protocol including crew confirmetion, ALS and
mutuol cid times.

JAIL TRIPS PAY FOR SUFFQLK COUNTY VACs
Flanders-Northampton Yolunteer Ambulonce and South
Country Yolunteer Ambulance Compony will be receiving $300
per trip to cover the fue', supplies and other expenses, including
training incurred in transporting prisoners to hospitals. The bill 1o

mcke those payments was sponsored by county legislators Jay
Schneiderman {R-Montauk) ond Kate Browning {WF-Shirley) and
passed in December 2006.

Flanders-Nerthampton is called to the county jail In Riv-
erhead and transports to Peconic Bay Medical Center in River-
head. South Country serves the county jail in Yophank and trons-
pors prisoners to Brookhaven Memorial Hospital. Prisoner calls
number over 100 per year:

tCanitmued on pagz 11)
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Bits prom Around the Swate (Coattimued from puge 1

As county facilities, the corredional facilities are tax-
exempt property. Suffolic County Execulive Steve Levy, in op-
praving the legistation authorizing the counly 1o enter into can-
tracts the provision of embulance service to county correction
focilities, said people who live in the communities that pay for
the ambulance service should not have 1o cover what is, essen-
tially, a county responsikility.

A factor that encouraged the Sheriff's office to come to an
agreemen! wos the fact thot towns could redraw districts to
leove correctional facilities uncovered. It wos noted by the
County Executive that correctional facilities present some unigue
problems including security, handeuffed priseners, disease, es-
cope aftempts, this was a one time deal ond it was nat ex-
pected that there be a flood of bills coming forih for service to
other government property such as buildings, porks and
beaches.

ISLANDIA {VILLAGE OF), Suffolk County, is exploring its options
for cantracting for embulance service which is currently provided
by Central Islip-Hauppague YAC.

FARMINGVYILLE VFD, Suffolk County, is facing protests from tax-
poyers over items in Its proposed budget. Newsday reports
residents packed a meeting of the volunteer fire depariment on
Monday evening 10/%/06 to profest o $2.9 million budget that
roises fire taxes $75. The budget includes $2460,000 for refur-
bished recreation rooms ot twa firehouses, $55,000 for o racing
vehicle for itz Bandits Drill Team ond o $12,000 poy roise for o
recently hired maintenance mechanic who is the son of o commis-
sioner, stepson of ancther commissiongr and gadson of & third.
Some residents guestioned how a race car helps fight fires and
how many more comforts of home can you have in a firehouse.
Cne fire commissioner hos already ¢riticized the budget as ex-
cessive and lacking proper priorities. In the district's defense a
Commissioner (fother of the mechanic) seid that rencvating the
recreatian rooms will decrease emergency response times by
keeping valunteer firefighters at the staticns ond the race vehi-
cle is used in competitions with other fire departments and builds
camaraderie. Farmingville operates 17 emergency vehictes in-
cluding two BLS level ambulances en medium duty chassis from
two stations.

FIRE ISLAND PINES, Suffalk County, voted 1o approve the crea-
tion of a Medical Tax District. This would allow the Town of
Brookhoven to levy a medical tox to the property awners and
for the community to either create or hire some type of EMS re-
sponse agency. This may or moy not include the neighboring
community of Cherry Grove, although negatiations are still un-
derway.

FISHERS ISLAND, Suffolk County, is a bit unique because of it
locatian northeost of Long 'sland's north fork. The ZIP code is
0646330 for a startl Though if's port of the Town of Southold,
there's no way to directly get to the Long Island moinland and
rravelers must take a ferry from nearby New London, CT or an
air faxi. Settled in 1644, there ore no banks, no taxis, no cable
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TV (residents have satellite TV), no fost food and virtually ne
crime. Year round population s less than 300 but increases over
10 times to over 3,000 in the summer. EMS ambularce service is
provided by the Fishers Island YFD which operotes at the AEMT-
CC level. Patients are routinely transported by o boat aptly
named Sec Strefcher 10 @ hospilal in New London for care. ¥YFD
staffing includes 34 firefighiers and 8 EMS personnel,

GORDON HEIGHTS FIRE DISTRICT, Suffolk County, which oper-
ctes two BLS level ambulances in addition to fire apparatus, will
continue in existence after a petition drive to dissolve the distfict
was rejected in late Cctober by the Town of 8rookhaven on tech-
nical grounds. The Deputy County Clerk stated thal the petition
was neither properly signed, acknowledged or authenticated —
the signoture sheets were not numbered, bound together as one
volume ond properly notorized as required by NYS election law.
Unhoppy resident: have vowed to continue the fight while fire
deportment officiale have :aid they hope to find ways to lower
district fire taxes which averoge $1,344 a year supporting a
$1.48 milfion annual budget.

SELDEN FIRE DISTRICT, Suffolk County, is under scrutiny by News-
doy and possibly the Suffolk District Artorney for how the dis-
trict’s annual $200,000 trovel and troining budget [out of o $3.9
million total budget! is overseen, Selden VFD operates a BLS
level ambulance service. For ottendonce at conferences during a
year Commissioners are allowed a $1,700 advance for food
and incidentals with girfare, hotel and conference fees paid for
separately by the deportment. Newsday reporis Commissioners
have turned in handwritten notes on the bocks of business cards
and maichboak cavers 1o justify $100 dinners, $45 lunches ond
$20 breckfasts. Cne Commissioner submitted na receipts for
$1,045 in "miscellonecus” expenses during three out-of-state
conferences over 19 days in 2005 bul later sqid the $1,045 was
spent an tips. Some Commissioner expenses may hove been reim-
bursed for cleshol which is a non-reimbursoble travel expense
for New York officials since a 1983 state Comptroller directive.
Newsday reports a 1998 Comptroller’s audit of Selden found
excessive conference spending, failure to properly document ex-
penses and months lang delays in submitting receipts. New laws
prompted by a Newsdoy series take effect in 2007 and require
greater accountability from fire districts,

SUFFOLK COUNTY EMS DIRECTOR will be changing. Dr. Jeanne
Alicandro resigned and left office October 20, 2006. The
County Executive initially proposed the cppointment of Dr. Melvin
M. Friz who iz a dactor of Osleopathic Medicine with a practice
in Huntington. Dr. Frilz has been aclive in nomerous professional
organizations, is Board Certified for the American Board of Fom-
ily Practice, has served as a Surgean for the Suffolk County Po-
lice Department and Suffalk County Deputy Medical Exeminer, is
a member af the Suffolk County Board of Health since 1980 and
is Secretary of the Suffolk County Water Authority. Suffolk
REMAC met with the doclor discussing many issues regarding the
EMS system ond subsequently voted to oppose his hiring as he
has hod mony yeors of family practice experience but none in

Conimned un page 14)
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Stroke Centers Establishing Hub and Spoke Setup

In some parts of the state there are seriaus issues with re-
source availability when volumteer ambulances are expected
to transport patients to one of the 91 designated strake cen-
ters scattered unevenly ocrass the state. Calls can approoch
three hours from start to finish,

Hespitols thot connet meet the standords required to be
designated o stroke center are now being given the optien of
foining with oncther hospital that hos the designation. In one
of the first setups, Community Memorial Hospital In Homiltan,
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Maditan Caunty is partnering with Mary Imogene Bassett Hos-
pital, an 180-bed acute care, inpatient teaching facility in Co-
aperstawn, Otsega Caunty. Patients will be interviewed by a
telemedicine hookup ond after reviewing assessmert results
the consulting physician will give the decision whether er not to
administer the thromboelytics.

Interested stokeholders have been impressed with how the
NYS DOH reacted relatively quickly ta concerns and od-
dressed them.

Hospitals Must Provide Translation Services for Patients , :

As of September 13, 2004 the New York State Depart-
ment of Heolth (NYS DOH) requires all hospitals to:
» Pravide skilled tronslaters
+ Meet time limits - generally 10 to 20 minutes - for how
long if will toke ta provide an interpreter after a potient
request
- Test the zkill level of interpreters [Nate: There are no state
or federal stondords for what qualifies as a “skilled”
medical interpreter]
+ Appoeint language coordinatars
+ Identify a patient’s primary language en medical records
in 2005, immigrant-rights graups filed complaints against
several New Yark hespitals including $t. Vincent's Hospital on
Staten Island and the three-haspital MediSys Health Network
(Brookdale, Flushing and Jamaica) saying that cammunication
barriers were harming non-English speaking patients. It was
alleged that the reliance on friends and family ta translate far

patients - a commen practice in exam rooms - can inferfere
with medical care. A well-intentioned niece may hesitate to
share upsetting news, or a patient might nat disclose symptoms
for fear of alarming their child. In other cases, informatian
may just get garbled, impeding the ability for infermation te
flow freely and violating patient confidentiality laws.

The Greater New York Hospital Association (GNYHA)
said it participated in discussions that led to the new regula-
tions and is confident its members will be able ta meet the
standards. Most haspitals are expected ta rely on volunteers,
bilingual staff and telephone translatian agencies. Patients
cauld chaase ta use friends ar relatives as interpreters, but
only after they refused translators pravided by the hospital.
Children under 14 may not be used, except in emergencies.

Regulations will be enforced through the regular on-site
visits by the NYS$ DOH and by investigating patient compiaints
to the department’s hot line.

National Registry Switching to Online Final Exam

On lanuary 1, 2007 the Natianal Registry of EMT's pencil
and paper finol exams was replaced with computer based
resting (CBT). All students will take their EMS cognitive exam
on a computer, Students will complete their NREMT applica-
tion and pay their application fee via the NREMT website.

Implementation of computer based testing strengthens
NREMT's commitment 1o serving the EMS cammunity and pro-
viding a valid and reliable exam process. [t alse provides nu-
merous benefits to the candidates, eduvcators, and athers in the
EMS community as well as the American public, inciuding: rapid
turnareund of test results, choices an when and where ta take
the exam, eatsier registratien, mare fair and accurate evatua-
tien of a condidate's competency, and forfified exam security.

NYS Tax Change for 2007

The NYS Department of Toxofion and finance has an-
nounced a new refundable credit is available to volunteer fire-
fighters and ambulance warkers. If you serve os a valunteer
firefighter ar ambulance warker for the enfire tox year, you
may be dllowed a credit of $200. However, taxpaoyers claim-
ing o real praperty tax exemption for such service ore ineligi-
ble far this credit. Look far mere information on this with your
2007 tax package.

The actual test application process is hondied by a com-
pony called Pearsen VUE, a provider of innovative electronic
testing salufions that enhance the perfermance, refiobllity and
security af high-stakes testing progroms througheut the world.,

Training Centers have been advised thot their students will
not be able to take an NREMT exam until their training pro-
gram is registered and opproved. Program Directors must lag
an to www.nremtorg and establish an account and register the
program. Individual instructors are encavraged ta contact
their Pragrom Director and confirm that their fraining center or
program has been registered. f assistance is needed the
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Air Ambulance Accidents Rise

A report in USA Teday confirmed what many people have
alreody noticed — there are more and more news staries about
crashes of helicopter and fixed wing air ambulances. Sixty
people hove died in 84 croshes since 2000 with aver 10% of
the helicopter fleet invalved in the croshes. The report indi-
cated 2/3 of 1he fotal croshes occurred in poor visibility and
“piiat error” s be cited os o contributing couse in most in-
stonces,

The article referred to o 2002 study in the Joumal of
Trouma that indicated helicopters were used excessively for
patients who weren’t severely injured. A receni cable TV show
indicated that in at least ane major jurisdiction a trauma patient
who was not fully oriented (A&Q x3)} was justification for Medi-
voc. A summer 200& SUV accident in Yaphank, Suffolk County
saw 2 of 18 patients airlifted from the scene but a news article
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indicated “several with possible broken banes, but none erifi-
colty hurt...”

The Wall Street Journal weighed in with the comment that
"oir-evocuations end up saving relatively few lives, while cost-
ing as much os 10 times more than ground ambulonces.” At
least cne commercial web site indicated the costs vory ond con
be $6800.00 on hour.

While air ambulonces have undoubtedly saved lives, there
may be more guidonce coming forth from the Federol Aviation
Administration on when and when naot gir ombulances shouid be
flying. These recammendations moy include: standardized use
of night-vision goggles, installation of graund-collision worning
devices, more-stringent regulations regording limited-visibiliry
operations, flight-data recorders and cockpit voice recorders,
and cockpit-video recorders

Medivac Experience in Midstate REMSCO Region

Midstate Regional EMS Councit covers Herkimer, Madi-
son Oneido Counties. From November 10, 2004 thraugh
November 10, 2005 Mercy Flight Central, based in Marcel-
lus, NY, recorded 40 requests for medical helicopter re-
sponse to a scene. There were 19 actual patient transparts
with 9 respanses cancelled enroute, & weather cancellatians
ond & cancellations priar to take off. 15 patients were
fransported from Madison County and 4 from Oneida
County. All patients went ta SUNY Upstate University Hos-
pitol in Syracuse. 11 patients were classified os eriticol
care level ond included 7 intubations most of the rapid se-
quence type. 79% were admitted for at least o ane night

stay while 21% were dischorged from the Emergency De-

portment. 18 were trauma ond one was medical. 14 were

adults ond 5 were pediatric.

» Lounch time averaged 7.3 minutes.

- Flight time to scene averaged 21.4 minutes. - Patient
contact time at scene averoged 13.2 minutes. In 79% of
the calls, extrication was still in progress or there was
some olher situatian when the helicopter arrived an scene
and patient tumover to the air medical crew was de-
loyed. Actual ground time averaged around an hour and
in some cases was up fo an hour an 40 minutes,

+ Flight fime ta the hospital was 1 5.4 minutes.

EMT Freezes to Death Due to Lack of Cell Phone Signal on |-87

Shortly after 1 AM on Thursday January 25, 2007 Alfred
Langner, a 43 year old EMT with 30 years service with Hat-
zolah Yalunteer Ambulance in Braaklyn, and his wife were
southbaund on 1-87 in North Hudson, Essex County when their
car went aff the readway near mile marker 105, became air-
bome and landed behind a large rock. Cell phone coverage
is non existent olong o 70 mile stretch of 1-87, the Northway,
which runs from Albany north ta the Canaidian border and ihe
occident was not discovered by NY State Police till 32 hours
later - shorily befare 10 AM on Friday. Langner lived for
obout 13 hours il succumbing to his injuries and avemight tem-
peratures that dipped to -7F. Longner's 58 vear ald wife,
wearing ear muffs and a dawn caat, survived with frostbitten
feet and a badk injury. After stabilization at the scene by

Schroon Lake Ambulonce and Elizabethtawn-Lewis Ambulance
she was taken by Schroon Loke to Elizabethtown Community
Hospital before being transferred to Fletcher Allen Health
Care in Burlington, ¥T. A news quote from ane EMS rasponder
was that "The first three letters of the vehicle's license plaie
were EMT, so it really hits hame."

Although the Adirandack Park Authority has ogreed ta the
installation of 33 tewers each about 387, cell companies say
they are too small, would not extend coverage ta cammunities
on either side of |-87 and would be unprofitable, NYS mean-
while is warking on a plan te build three 100’ tawers south of
the Canadian border with repeater towers between exits 28
at Schraon Lake and 34 ot Keesville.

Adirondack Park Agency Agrees o Radio Towers

Saratogo Caunty EMS advises that on eight year struggle
concluded Navember @, 2006 when the Adirondack Park
Agency (APA) opproved o revised Saratega County design
for an Emergency Services Rodio System thot will locate 5 ra-
diu tawers within the Adirondack Park. The towers within the
park include Lake Luzeme in Warren County, Corinth High
Schoal, the Conklingville Dam, North Shere Road in Edinbuyrg

and Lakeview in Doy. In additian 10 current towers in Ballston
Spa, Spruce Mountain, Halfmoon and Providence, radio sites
will clso be added at Jonsson Tawer on the Skidmore College
Campus or the nearby Wesley Health Care Center in Sara-
toga Springs. The Caunty will need to complete permitting
with the FCC agnd plans ta bid the system in Spring 2007 with
construction te begin during the summer.
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emergency medicine. It is understaod that other candidates are
being considered by the County Exeautive.

SUFFOLK COUNTY POLICE DEPARTMENT's Marine Bureou has
been upgraded to ALS level as they have been supplied with
monitor-defibrillotors, intubation equipment and ather supplies by
the EMS Division of the county's Deportment of Fire, Resaue &
Emergency Services.

SUFFOLK REMAC approved AuloPulse pilafs by the FARMING-
DALE FIRE DEP ARTMENT and SELDEN FIRE DISTRICT. Although
several studies have reparted conflicting results vs. monual CPR, it
has been noted that the 2005 AHA Guidelines odvise “push
horder, push faster” which is compalible with the device's apera-
tions,

RESUSCITATION EXCELLENCE PROGRAM PROPOSED FOR SUF-
FOLK COUNTY — Suffolk REMAC hos develaped a plon to toke
the new Emergency Cordiac Care Resuscitotion Guidelines and
put them inte o three hour program ihat focuses on excellence in
resuscitotion. Twa or three pilot presentotions, conducted by a
core faculty, will be going out 1o test the program ond see if the
desired objectives are met. The tentative plan is to conduct the
pilot presentation at Port Jefferson VAC. This is o "hrgin the
trainer” progrom and the objective to recruit about three persons
from eodh corpt to serve as facuity far the respective corps end
ihen train g critical mass of all providers in Suffolk County. it will
be done using very high end computerized manikins for qualita-
five meosurements of resuscitation consisting of rime, compression
ond ventilation measurements with o lot of repetitive practice.

District 10

LOCKPORT, Niagara County, may shift ambuiance service from its
municipal fire depariment ta o cammercial service. Lockpart's
mayor indicated he is looking far ways to reduce 2007 expendi-
tures especially in departments thot spend the most such s public
sofety. It hos been cloimed that the fire depariment’s twa ALS
ombulances bring in $600,000 a year but the mayar doesn't think
o cost analysis hos ever been done to see what actual costs are.
EMT certification is a requirement to becoming a Lockport fire-
fighter and ambulance runs constitute the vast majority of calls.
The mayor woants an assessment done this year indicating “The
Council is committed, and | am committed, to lowering taxes. The
only way 1o da it is by decreasing services.”

MIDSTATE REGIONAL EMS COUNCIL has lost one of its founders.
On October 23, 2006 Deb Hart passed oway in Texas after o
long illness. Along with being the Oneida County EMS Coardinotar
and REMSCO Chair for many years Deb was instrumental in
bringing abeut the farmation of the Midstote Region. There was
a memorial service at Central Qneida County Ambulance on No-
vember 18th.

CORNING, Steuben County, is hiring a consultant for $20,000 to
determine if the city could provide municipal ambulance service
through its fire deportment for less than the $43,000 annual fee
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thet it pays commercial pravider Rural/Metro. Corning FD cur-
rently ¢ a non<transporting BLS First Responder service while Ru-
ral/Metro provides ALS leve| ambulance service. Carning's new
mayor cited that Rural/Metro pays other municipalities for the
right to provide saervice and indicated that Buffalo receives more
than $400,000 annually from the company. Rural/Metro hos had
contracts with the city for 40 years and handies more that 2,000
colls in the city each year with about 1,200 of the totol being
emergencies. The current controct runs through the end of 2007.

BUFFALO GENERAL HOSPITAL, Erte County, has received NYS
DOH approvet to build a $2 million helipad atap the hospital’s
“4" building ot High ond Ellicott Streets. Construction is expected
to take obout o year. Currently Erie County Medical Center re-
ceives medivacs for both institutions with Buffole General patients
being transferred by ground ambulonce. Buffule General ex-
pects about 150 patients a yeor to arrive by helicopter.

NORTH SENECA AMBULANCE, Seneco County, was involved in o
parking ot occident following o parade. The accident accurred in
Phelps VFD¥'s porking lot after the tawn’s 40™ annueol “Krautin’ in
America” Souerkraut Festivel porade on Soturday August 5,
2006, The driver's fodl slipped from the broke to the gas pedal
and the ambulance struck o porked Ontarie County PR car which
in fum struck a parked NYS Pclice caor. A pedestrian complained
of orm pain but RMA'd.

GREATER AMSTERDAM VAC, Montgomery County, will be ex-
panding in April with the merger of ST. JOHNSVILLE VAL, Both
are ALS leve! providers. The squad will be the lorgest in the
Adirondack-Appalachion REMSCO area responding 1o approxi-
mately 8,000 calls & year spread out aver a response territory of
over 450 square miles. GAVAC will uiilize ¢ modern ALS embu-
lance and 3 fly vehicles 1o provide service ta the citizens of Mont-
gomery Counly as well os to response areas of Fulton County and
routineg mutual oid respeonse to Sarctoga, Schoharie, Schenectady,
and Herkimer Counties.

District 12

MINEOLA YAC, Nassau County, recefved a NYS grant of
$18,000 rawards the purchase of lifesaving equipment. The
grant wos secured by then State Senatar Michaet Balbeni.

NASSAU REGIONAL EMS COUNCIL news includes a successful
Annuat Awerds Dinner on Qctober 26, 2006 at the Corel House in
Baldwin with over 336 in attendance. Burn Kits supplied by the
state are being diztributed. NYS Senctor Michael Balbani, 7m SD
has indicated he will fry to secure o $50,000 state grant 1a sup-
part Nassau REMSCO operations. QA/Ql Committee is working
on response time compilations os ¢ deliverable to NYS DOH. In
cases where an AED has been used there is a haspital discharge
alive rate of 27%. REMAC has proposed thot all ambulances in
the county carry Pulse ‘Oximeters and AEDs by Joruary 1, 2008
ond the use of Quick Clot has been OK'd. In @ major announce-
ment, Dr. Bernard Beckerman has been nomed the first EMS Coor-
dinator/Medical Cocrdinater.

(Contnued on page 13!
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Bits from Around the State Cornnued from page 14)

LAWRENCE-CEDARHURST VFD, Nassau County, was assessed a
civil penalty af $2,000 by the NYS DOH for violatien of Public
Healih Law Article 30, Section 3005(1). The section deals with 1he
need for ambulance and ALS First Responder operating certifi-
cates.

NORTH SHORE-LII HEALTH SYSTEMS' EMERGENCY PREPARED-
MNESS CENTER (EPC) in Syosset, Nassau County was featured in an
orlicle in a recent issue of Homelond Protection Professional. The
52,000 square foot operations and administration facility serves
all 15 of the organizations hespitals located in NYC and Lang ls-
land. 1D cards control access to the camera covered building
which hos bock-up power, back-up Internet, three separate tele-
phone praviders and access to the health system’s intranet. The
EPC occupies 3,000 squaore feet and includes the EMS communica-
tions center which dispatches for the intra-facility ambulance fleet.
Adijoining the center is a 40 x 40 foot space that can be adti-
vated at o moments natice os on Emergency Operotions Center
(EQC) — there are vests already on the chairs. Should there be a
crisis, representatives would be sent ta each of the 15 hespitals
and the Nossay County Qffice of Emergency Manogement's EQC
to provide situational awareness reports back to the EQC. Repre-
sentation of the NYC QEM's EQC would be provided through the
Grealer NY Hespital Assaciation. Why 1his leve! of prepared-
ness? NS-LIJ employs 40,000 people including 10,000 nurses
and 7,000 physicians, bas 4,840 beds in service and operates a
large fee! of ombulances praviding 911 system service n parts
of NYC os well as a large transport service. A system that size
has both o targe risk factor but could also contribute substantial
resaurces if Long [sland were to be impacted by major weather
system such as o hurricane or there was a major disease out-
breok.

District 20

HAMILTON COQUNTY has appointed Gardan L. “Don” Purdy as
the first Director of its Emergency Management Department. The
decision to upgrode the head of the Deportment from the titte of
Manager to Director was made due ta the increased demands
from New York 5tote and the federal government for counties to
prepare for and respond ta natural and manmade incidents.  The
Directar will work 21 1o 35 baurs o week at an hourly pay rote
of $316.43 an hour. Part time fire and EMS coardinatars wiil also
be appeinted. Purdy is o resident of the Loke Pleasant/
Speculater area and previously served as Directar at CAMP-of-
the-Woads. His wife Is a vaiunteer EMT with Speculatar YAC.

ESSEX COUNTY ambulance squads supplemented by squads from
CLINTON COUNTY respanded te a serious bus accident August
28, 2006 on 1-87 ot mile marker 115 in the Elizabethtown Fire
District. 19 ambulence services were invalved in the operation.
Two helicapters were cailed bul could not reach the accident
scene. There were 5 folalities and 43 patienis transparted to
haspitals in Glens Falls, Ticenderaga, Elizabethiown and Cham-
plain Valley Physicians Hospital (CVYPH) in Plattsburg with further
transfars to Fletcher Allen in Yermont and Maontreal Generai in
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Canado. The SMART triage protocol was implemented with all
patients sarted within ten minutes. A lesson reinforced is that it's
hard to not automatically start treating but it’s vital that triage is
dene first,

GUILFOYLE ArBULANCE SERVICE, INC., an ALS fevel commercial
service headquartered in Watertown, Jefferson County, wos as-
sessed by the NYS DOH an lanuary 9, 2007 ¢ civil penclty of
$6,000 for viclation{s} of 10 NYCRR Part 800.21(h) which re-
quires an ambulonce service to “have an each colf at least cne
attendant who is @ cerified emergency medical technician in ét-
tendance with the patient at all fimes except for tronsfers be-
tween hospitals. Another licensed health core pravider specifi-
cally autherized in writing by a physicion may serve as the pa-
fient care attendant an transfers between hospitals. The ambu-
lonce service shall maintain the physicion’s order for three years.
A licensed driver shall drive the ambulonce”,

INLET YOLUNTEER AMBULANCE SQUAD, Homiltan Caunty, had on
ambulance carrying a newbarn baby involved in a cellision on
Wednesday merning 1/3/07. The run started with a 911 call at
&:15 AM, the birth af o baby boy (complicated with the umbilical
cord wrapped coround his neck) in the ambulance at 7:33 AM on
Route 2B near White Loke, and then a ¢ollision with a minivan at
obaut B:00 AM on French Road in New Hortfard while approach-
ing the Faxton-St. Luke’s Healthcare facility, Baby and mother
were uninjured althaugh the dad and the two parcmedics on
beard suffered minor injuries. News reparts did not say anything
about any injuries to the two drivers.

District 30

SHANDAKEN AMBULANCE SQUAD in Phoenicia, Ulster County, is
paying $1,200 a day to have a paramedic statianed in the town
afier the squad’s chief end full time paramedic level pravider
resigned os did the squad billing manager who was alse a para-
medic, Local news medic repert that in early January the Town
Board stripped the squad’s lengstanding chief af his fitle, reduced
his pay, hired his predecessor as the new administrator for
$715,000 o year as well as a langstanding squad member and
former town cauncilmen as operations manager at $5,000 «
year. Media indicate the ¢hanges lead back to the farmer squad
leader’s questioning of the town's casts keeping an ambulance on
call at state-owned Belleayre Mountain Ski Center an winter
weekends allegedly resulting in o diminished service for the re-
mainder of the fown. To continue ALS level service the town hired
certified poramedics, through Mebile Life Suppart Services of
Kingsion, to wark around the clock for Shandaken until a member
ar members af the squad can get the cppropriate credenticls
which the new administrater expedcts to happen shortly, The Mo-
bile Life paramedics ore staying at the Emerson Lodge in Mount
Tremper at no cast to town taxpayers as the facility had a recom
available and gladly danated it of no cost to the town or the am-
bulance company. The tawn hapes to defray the paramedic's
cosl by retaining the revenues fram any calls ta which the paro-

Conrmmed on page 76)
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Best Practices — Exchange Ambulance of the Islips

The May/June 20046 issue of Emergency Medical Products
News included o full poge aricle an Exchonge Ambulance of
the Islips' Speciol Operations truck.

The squad originglly stocked a tmoll trailer with supplies
that wauld be needed ot an MCl or during standby at a large
even!. However, weight considerotions, the tima needed to
haok up a trailer plus the unfomiliority of most peaple with taw-
ing a trailer prompted the squad to look of other alternatives.

Insteod of going for o purpose built rescue truck as used
by fire departments, the squad acquired a controctor’s box
type truck maunted on o E-450 dual reor wheel chassis from
the local Fard dealer. Although a bit higher, the overail dimen-
sions and cab layout moke it ook and feel like driving o Type
Il embuiance. With autside compartments on each side al-
ready built into the truck bady, modifications included instalia-
tion of emergency lights and siren and a diesel generator con-
nected to the vehicle’s 55 gollon fuel tank. Total cost was

District 15 Added to Association

A new district was added to the Association when @ group
of large “hybrid" EMS agencies decided ta join. The agencies
have beth volunteer and poid providers and run on overage
of 4,000 colls a year with ot least one handling in excess of
7,000 calls. Initial membership in the district includes:

- Gotes Volunteer Ambulance Service, Rochester, Monroe
County

+ Greater Amsterdam Voluntear Ambulance Corps, Amster-
dam, Monigomery County
Herrietto Yolunteer Ambulonce Service, Rochester, Manroe
County
Lancaster Volunteer Ambulance Corps, Larncoster, Erie
Caunty

* Narth Areo Volunteer Ambulonce Corps, North Syrocuse,

More Bits Confinued from page 13

medic responds. While the media reported the former chief
stoyed with the squad for a short pericd until odvonced life sup-
port was transferred there was olso mention about a thread,
which was denied, to send state troopers to get norcofics.

CONNECTICUT ~ GREENWICH HOSPITAL in Connecticut has
been approved by Westchester REMSCO as a "Special Re-
source Hospital” allowing Yestchester ALS and BLS services to
contact the hospital for On-line Medical Cortrol if transporting a
patient ta that location rother than going through on in-county
medical control facility. As reported in our last issue, Greenwich
Hospital has been seeing mare ambulonces coming from West-
chester since the closing of United Hospitol in Port Chester, NY in
February 2005. ER staffing rose fram 55 to 69 tc handle in-

$53,000.

Outside compartments ore stocked with ALS ond BLS -
equipment aond supplies. Inside, shelves are stacked with bock-
boards, folding cots and large plostic bins contoining chemical
protective suits, decontamingtion supplies plus mare medical
supplies.

Carried on the vehicle is an inflatable tent that can be set
up for either incident command or ¢ 4 bed aid station. A smoll
inflator pump powered by the generator inflates the tent in, 10
minutes. B

Exchange Ambulance’s annual call volume is 2,600 includ-
ing rehab for four fire departments plus numerous special
events including outdoor concerts and sporting events drawing
up 1o 30,000 peaple. The squad’s B5 volunteers are prepared
to hondle whatever cames at them. For more information about
the squad and its equipment go to the web site at www.
islipexchange.com

Onondaga County

+ Union Volunteer Emergency Squad, Endwell, Broome Caunt.

Rondy Campbell of Gates YAS is Chairperson of the District
ond John Hussar of Union YES joined the NYSVA&RA Boord
as a Director. Mojor issues of concem to the graup inciude:

+ Workers compensation coverage of volunteers and employ-
ees. Squads have ta pay one policy based on the nymber
of ombulonces and another policy based on the number of
employees but cauld be hit with o double premium increase
if there is on ambulance accident involving the poid staff.

-+ State ond federol fuel surcharges and the unwillingness of
same towns ta allow squads to purchase fuel af town owned
pumps.

creased visits which went from 31,000 in 2004 to 37,000 in
2005.

NEWY JERSEY — ATLANTIC HEALTH SYSTEM's Air One helicopter
based in Morristown, NMJ hos indicatad an interest in praviding
emergent transports and inter-focility critical care tronsfers to
areas of New York Stote, Air One, a Eurocopter 135 operated
by PHI, wos unveiled March 1 at Morristown Memorial Hospital,
a regionol traumo center and part of Atlantic Health's system,
Flight times From its base are 12 to 15 minutes to Port Jervis, 15
1o 1B minutes to Goshen, Middletown and New Ciiy and 18 1o
21 minutes to Monticello and Peekskiil. Eight paramedics and
seven nurses currently serve as medical crew and when not
needed for calls are rotated through the critical care units at.
Morristown memorial to continuolly sharpen their skiils.

PULSE CHECK 2007

The 52nd Anniversary Fducaiional
Conference & Trade Show
October 4-6 at Hudson Vallev Resort & Spa

:For more information
on Pulse Check 2007
go to NYSVARA.org
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Federal Government Centralizing Excess Equipment Sales

Officials with the General Services Administration’s Fed-
eral Asset Sales e-government initiative launched a central
Internet partal on Oct. 1 for selling excess government prop-
erty, in an attempt to consclidate agency sale centers. Four
agency-run sales operations act as centers for disposing of
civilian ogencies' personol property. The centers are GSA
Auctions, the Treasury Department’s Forfeiture Fund, the U.S.
Marshals Service Asset Forfelture Pragrom and the Agricul-
fure Department's Centralized Excess Property Operation.
Sales of reol property, such as land or buildings, dre alreody
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largely centralized oround three agencies - GSA and the de-
partments of Agriculture and Housing and Urban Develop-
ment — and their property sales offerings will be included on
the Federal Asset Sales Web portal. The Web site is in-
tended to act as a way to advertise the items for sale, but the
actual transactions will take place within the sale centers. The
time-line for migrating to the centralized sale centers has not
been established, but GSA officials antidipate agencies will
make the switch within the next year or sooner.

Wheeled Coach’s Parent Corporation Sold to New Owners

Reuters news agency reported on September 26,
2006 that Collins Industries Inc. {CNSL.PK: Quote, Profile,
Research), a manufacturer of ambulances, the Wheeled
Coach brand, and small school buses ogreed to be ac-
quired by two private firms for about $110 million includ-
ing assumed debt. The acquirers are Steel Parmers | LP,
o private investment parmership based in New Yark, and
Americon Industrial Partners, a private equity firm. The

terms valued Callins shares at $12.50, o 31.6% premium
over their 9/26 dosing price. Collins soid the purchase
price is 68.9% above where the shares traded in June
before the Hutchinson, Kansas-based company soid it was
exploring a possible sale. Collins employs abaut 1,000
people in six plants. The transoction is was, pending
shareholder and regulotory cppraval.

Free PDA Hazmat Data for First Responders

When first responders arrive at a hazmot (hozardous
materials) incident, they need to know exodcly how hazardous
a material or substance moy be and whot problems may de-
velop as a result. The U.5. Notional Library of Medicine
{NLM) has released o Personol Digital Assistont {PDA) soft-
ware tool designed to help first responders gother that kind
of infarmation when they arrive at a hazmat incident such as
a chemical spill.

The software taal, WISER {Wireless Information System
for Emergency Responders) provides the emergency re-
sponder with critical infermatian on hazardous substances such
s the physical charocteristics, human health date, and can-
toinment and suppression.information for thot substance.
WISER was customized for easy novigation and quick occess
to critical infarmation required by first respanders.

To assist decisicn moking, the user may specify the
rale they are currently perfarming at the scene of the inci-
dent. WISER then argonizes the information in o sequence
most relevant to that role - first responder, hozmat specialist
or emergency medical specialist (EM3). WISER can also help
identify unlovown subistances. Using input obout observed
physical properties of the unknown substance, along with re-
ported symptoms and cbservoble signs ameng victims, WISER
can assist the user by norrowing the range of substances that
may be involved in a specific incident. As the emergency re-
sponder selects abserved properties and symptoms, WISER
looks in its database for chemical substances that have these
choracteristics. As the user provides additional information,
the fist of suggested chemicols decreases. WISER presents the
user with a list of candidate chemicals at any point in the
identification pracess.

What do you need to run WISERZ Cne of the following is
needed: Pocket PC 2002 or Pocket PC2003 device with 15
megabytes of memory or Palm OS® PDA with version 3.5 or
above and with 7.5 megabytes of memory, or Microsoft®
based personal computer with a minimum of 17 megabytes of
hard disk space and Microsoft® .NET framewark. {If you do
not have .NET framework, the installer will assist in downlead-
ing and installing it.).

A number of arganizations, for exampile, Baltimore County
(Maryland) Hazmat Team training progrom, the lllincis Fire
Service Institute, and the Federal Emergency Monagement
Agency's (FEMA) Chemicol Stockpile Emergency Preparedness
Program, have odded WISER to their training curricula.

A free copy of WISER far PDAs or Windaws dasktop, it
can be downloaded from http:/ /wiser.nim.nih.gov. In addition,
o Web-buased version was also developed. By joining an
auvtomatic mailing list, users will be notified of important up-
dates, some of which may be critical for the safe use of the
informotion. {loining the mailing list is optional.)

Matt Carnire
Territary Manager

stryker

EMS Equipment
5300 South Sprinkle Road
Kalamazoo, ML 190037
Otfice: 1794 Finewind Drive, Alburtis, P4 18011
CBID 953 4323 w1 800 569 1968 ext 8816
frddd 22907680
matt.camrristylier.com




The Blanket

NYSVAS&RA Pulse Check 2006

NYSVAXRA OFFICERS FOR 2004-2007

President: Michael J. mastrianni, Jr., District 1
Execufive Vice Presidenf: Roy Sweet, District 19

Yice President: Henry A. Ehrhardt, District 4

Treasurer: Tim Ryan, District 12
Finonciol Seaetory: Rolph Cefalo, District 18
Secretory: mandy Squillini, District 1

NYSVARRA 2006 AWARDS
Presidentiol Awdrd:
James B, Downey, District 4, Jamaica Estates-Holliswaod-
Sauth Bayside VAC
EMS Persan of the Yeor:
Ryon Gunning, District 4, Glendale VAL
Leadership:
Ted Rabinowirz, District 4, Glen Qoks YAC
Educotor of the Yeor:
Robert Smath, District 4, Glen Qoks VAC & West Queens
EMT Institute
Rescue-EMS Achievement:
Steve Kay, District 1, Spring Hill Community YAC
Unit Citation:
Harrison YAC, District 2
Civilion Award:
Josh Weinstein for the life saving ice rescue of his father
Poul Weinstein from Raquette Lake, Hamilton County
EMS Aword:
Roy Sweet, Broadalbin YAC for invaluable assistonce duri
ng the ice rescue of Paul Welnstein fram Roquette Lake

NEW YORK STATE 2006 CHAMPIONSHIP EMT, CFR &
AMBULANCE CHALLENGE DRILL RESULTS

Problem #1

t# place: Exchange Immobilizers
2rd place ties  Manorville Bod Sgqued
20d place tie:  Cl-Happouge Code Blue
Probiemn #2

1+ place: Exchange Immobilizers
2nd place tie:  Cl-Hoppauge Code Blue
2rd place tie: Manorville Bod Squad
Overoll

¢ place: Exchange Immobilizers

Cl-Happauge Code Blye
Manorville Bod Squad

2rd place tles
2nd ploge tie:

Adult:

Problem #1

14 place:  Whitestone Miliennium Unknowns
2rd ploce  Glendale Trouma Tuesday
Prablem #2

1+ place: Whitestone Millennium Unknowns
2nd place:  Glendale Troume Tuesday
Overoll

15 place:  Whitestone Millennium Unknowns
2rd place:  Glendale Trauma Tuesday
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Amnbulance Drill

15 place:  Glendale YAC Trauma Buffs
2rd place:  Whitestone YAC Millennium Unknowns
Jrd place:  Huntington Community FAS Advisors

Novice trophy for 1% time competitars
CFR Drill: Huntingten Community FAS Funny Bones
Ambulonce Drill: Mastic Beach VAC

WE REMEMBER AND HONCR OUR DECEASED :

A Memorial Service was held at the Assaciation’s Pulse Check
Conference on August 26 at the Hudson Yalley Resort, The
following deceased members were honored and remem-

bered:
District Four:

Lt. Joseph Michael Pelo

Eileen Petrowski

Patricia Waters Schwartz

Rev, Donald Yentura
William White

District Five:

Poul Doughty
Beverly Beach
District Six:
Harold W. Lindsey

District Seven:
Saro Sartory

loseph D'Andreq, Jr.,

Ronald Hunter
Districi Eighteen:
Rosu T. Belmant
Lawrence R. Eivers
John M. Gleasan
Jean Gourley

Melvin Harris
Peggy McCorthy
Dominic J. Rizzi
Arlene Rojos
Marien Sachs
Carl Sperazza
District Nineteen:
Paul Kruiz
Kenneth Plummer
Art Simpson

West Hamilton Beach VFD & YAC
Glen Qaks YAC & Queen: Yil-
ioge-Hollis-Bellerose YAC
Peninsula VAC

Rock VAC

Jamoica Estates-Holliswood-Sauth
Bayside YAC

Town of Newhurgh VAC
Florida Fire & Rescue Squad

Mamakating First Aid Sgquad and
NYSYALRA Post President

South County VAC
Huntington Comm. F.A.Squod -
Wyandonch-¥Wheatley His. YAC

Whitestone Community YAS
Whitestone Community VAS
Whitestane Cammunity YAS
Flushing Community YAC and
NYSVASRA Treasurer
Whitestone Community VAS
Whitestone Community YAS
Whitestone Community YAS
Whitestone Community VAS
Whifestone Cammunity YAS
Whitestone Community VAS

Mid County YAC
Clifton Pork-Halfmoon YAC
Mid County YAC

..and all volunteer ombulonce personnel, firefighters and

emergency service men ond women who answered their final
clarm since our last Memorial Service, plus our militory per-
sonnel who have given their all oversecs in the pyrsuit of
freedom.
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US Department of Labor Guidance on Volunieer vs. Employee

An August 7, 2004 letter from the US Department of Lo-
bor to the Imternotiono| Association of Fire Chiefs supple-
mented prior guidance issued by the Deportment and pro-
vided more clorificotion to the issue of volunteers receiving
payments and/or beneflts. The issue is important as volunteer
emergency service organizations are looking for woys to at-
troct ond retain volunteers. N hos been cited that almost 30%
of ali volunteer firefighters are paid o small fee for eoch call
to which they respond.

Generally, o person is considered ¢ volunteer when the indi-

vidual:

(1} Performs hours of service for o public agency for civic,
cheritoble ar humanitarian reasons, without promise, ex-
pectation or receipt of compensation for services ren-
dered.

{2) Offers services freely and wilthout pressure or coercion,
direct or implied, from an employer ond

{3} Is not otherwise employed by the some pubtic agency to
perform the some type of services as those for which the
individual volunteers.

Although @ volunteer can recelve no compensation, a vol-
unteer can be paid expenses, reasonable benefits and/ar a
nomingl fee to perform services. Examples of permissible ex-
penses or benefits include dry cleaning, uniform ollowance,
out-of-pocket costs of transportation, supplies, equipment,
poyments for a group insurance plon, etc. Econamic realities
ore considered in the determingtion of whether or not pay-
ments for service are noming! ond include:

{1} distonce traveled and time ond effort required of o val-
unteer,

{2) ovailability — limited or unlimited — of a volunteer to pro-
vide services and

{3} bosis — as needed or thraughaut the year — an which a
volunteer performs services.

The Deportment will presume the fee paid tc ¢ volunteer
is nominal as lgng gs it does not exceed 20% of whot the pub-
lic agency would otherwise pay ta hire o full time employee.
Absent ather considerations the Department would consider

the following as nominal payments: )

{17 $1,200 per year regardless of the number of shifts or
amount of time spent responding to colls — an average a
minimum of 24 shifts ond /or 40 hours on calls.

(2) $100 per month regardless of the number of shifts or
omount af time spenf responding to colls on overoge ¢
minimum of 4 shifts and for 8 hours respending to calls.

(3} $100 per month so long os the volunteer staffs a minimum
of 2 shifts and/or spends a minimum of 5 hours respontl-
ing to colls during the month, Additional poyments of $25
made for eoch odditional shift aver 4 during the month
and for for every 2.5 hours spent responding to calls ex-
ceeding 12 hours during the month. :

{4) $25 {or $30 or $40) for each four hour block of time re-
gardless of the actual amount of time below four hours
spent at the station of responding to colls.

{5) $25 if the volunieer staffs ¢ shift of at least 8 hours and/
or spends 2.5 hoursi responding to calls with an additicno!l
$15 per shift if the shift exceeds 8 hours ar responds to
calis aver 5 hours during a single shift,

(64} The volunteer is pravided with $1500 personal property
tax relief annuotly during the term of the volunteer serv-
ice.

The letter goes on to discuss considerotions of a paid em-
ployee of one public agency being o "bono fide” volunteer
with gnather related public agency such os o Public Works
employee being released during the work shift to respond os
o volunieer with the Fire and Rescue Depariment.

Previous guidance on being ¢ paid employee during the doy

and a valunteer with the same arganization on evenings ond,

or weekends remains in effect — it con’'t be done. Hawever,
warking for o private EMS service contracted to cover doy
shifts and then volunteering with a YAC or YFD that cantracted
the private service appears to be OK.

As in oll situations when deaiing with the applicotion and
inferpretation of laws and regulations, orgonizotions shauld
seek out competent legal advice.

Disaster Medical Assitance Team NY-4 Accepting Applications

DMAT-NY-4 is ane of three FEMA teoms in the New Yark area
akong with NY-2 of Westchester and Task Force 1 — Urban Search
and Rescue of NYC, DMAT-NY4 is bosed in Rocklond Caunty Fire
Training Academy in Pomona and is currently accepting applications
for the following positions. EMT's and Paromedics - MUST HAYE
CURRENT CDL UCENSE (5 openings); Doctors - unlimited apenings;
Physician Assistants - unlimited openings; Nurses LPN and RN, ond
NP - unfimited apenings; Phormacists or Registered Pharmacy Tech-

nicians - - unlimited openings

Pleose note that there Is mondatary pre-deployment online
troining. You must have oll voccinations up to dote including
Hepotitis A and B, All positions are poid positions upon de-
ployment and covered by USERRA. You need not reside in
Rocklond to be a member. For on application or far addi-
tional infarmation go to the web site af www.dmoinyd.com, e-

mail INFO@DMATNY 4.COM or coll (B45) 364-8923.

EMS Week is , ii On May 23, EMS Memorial Dedicotion af Empire State Plaza of 11AM.

May 20 .26, 2007 ' . Remembring Frank P. Libraro from Glendole VAC and all of our follen |

Emergency Medicol Service Providers.
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The Association is on the Web! You can find us at: ‘hitp://NYSVARA.org

{Contined from page 7)

21.

22.

Executive Summary. The Commission recommended a series Public Safety Guide for Camplionce.” Yau might want to
of health care facility clasures, mergers, and realignments, snog a copy befare your next radio purchase. Ta moke
amongst other changes in how New York's ailing health sure you understand the new rules (which will affect all

care system aperates.

©n the more positive side af New York’s Health Care Sys- www.imsasafety.org/
tem, DOH released an analysis of the NYS Trauma System

this past July. The 103
page repor? provides de-
tailed infarmation on the
perfarmance of the system
and individyal frauma cen-
ters during 1999 through
2002. You can grab a
copy of the report off
www.health.state.ny.us/
nysdoh/ems /nystrauma.
htm. Look for the 99-02
New York State Trauma
Report link.

The International Assecia-
rion of Fire Chiefs (IAFC)
and international Munici-
pal Signal Association
{IMSA) collaborativaly
published a very readoble

18.page booklet called, “FCC Narrowhanding Mandate: A {

public safety radio users), request your copy anline at
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