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On May 19, 2004 the State Office of General Services held the dedication of
the EMS “Tree of Life” Line of Duty Memorial at the Empire State Plaza in Albany.
Pictured above is Michael J. Mastrianni, Jr., President of NYSVARA and Assemblyman
Robert Sweeney, Chair, Assembly Sub-Committee on Volunteer Emergency Ambu-
lance Services.

Also present were hundreds of EMS providers and thelr emergency services col-
leagues olong with Governor Pataki, Senate Majority Leader Bruno, Senator Seward,
Assembly Specker Silver, Heolth Commissioner Novelle and OGS Commissioner
Ringler. Warren Darby, Chair, NYS EMS Council, speaking of New York's EMS pro-
viders, captured the moment by noting that finally, “EMS, fire, and police herces will
be remembered together, just as they worked together.” Twenty five EM$ providers
whe lest their lives in the line of duty are remembered on the monument,

NYSVARA was the ieader in the effort to establish the memorial. The bilf which
gstabiished the memoria! was introduced into the State Senagte ond Assembly, quite @

{Continued on page 2)
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number of years ago, of the request of NYSYARA. Howard Caflmon carried this when he was our representative at
the State EMS Council, where the late Harriet Webber, an EMS advocate from the Hudson Valley reminded us oil of

the importance to secure this remembrance.

After September 11, 2001 NYSVARA made on urgent anpeal to the Governor and the State Leglslature to
move expeditiously on the memorial. NYSYARA even offered fo solicit private funding if the state wos not able to
fund it, based on the budget problems the state was facing of the time.

We have received accolades for our efforts in advocating the EMS Tree of Life Line of Duty Memorial by the
staff of the Bureau of EMS, by legislative leaders and the State EMS Council and many others. We should all be .
very proud of our successful effort on behalf of all EMS providers in our state. We extend our appreciation to the
NYS Association of Fire Chiefs, FASNY, UNYAN, all our members, the members of the State EMS Council, supporting
legistator: and all providers throughout NY who porticipate in the effort to establish the memorial.

Michael Mastrianni, Jr. , President, NYSVARA

Work Phone [845)627-8613 or e-mail: seamast@aoi.com or the address on the cover.

Chem-Packs Going to Hospitals

Centers for Disease Control & Prevention (CDC) has be-
gun shipping “chem-packs" to the states. The packs, ca-
pable of treating up to 1,000 potients contain a variety
of chemical antidotes such as atrophine and emyl nitrate.
Some antidotes are in autoinjectors for attack site use
while others are packaged for emergency room use.

New York City ond Boston received packs a year age un-
der a pilot program. The number distributed to each
state is based on papulation and state health depari-

TOPOFF 3

The next national terrorism drill scheduled for 2005 will

simulate an attock using weapons of mass destruction tar-
geting areas in Connecticut and New Jersey. it will be co
ordinated through the Office of Homeland Security. Con

ments decide which hospitals will store the chem-packs.
Hospitals then decide when its time to break out and use
the packs whether it be for a terrorist attack, industrial
accident or tronsportation accident. The specially secled
packs come with an environmentfal sensor to ensure the
materials have been stored properly and until the seal is
broken the packs guaiify for a special federal exemption
that extends their expiration dates for several years. No
announcement has been made as to which New York hos-
pitals have the chem-packs.

gress mandated the periodic large scale drills befere the
9/11/01 attocks. The last such drill in May 2003 in-
volved Chicago and Seattle.

Mandated Child Abuse Reporting Clarification

NYS DOH issued a memorandum on April 7, 2004 advis-
ing it had received written clarification from the Office of
Child and Family Services regarding mandated reporting

“to report suspected abuse or maltreatment that comes 1o
their attention while acting in their official or professionol
capacity.,” There is no requirement that they report when

by EMTs of child abuse. A mandated reporter is required they are not on duty.

Company Asking FDA to Approve Home Defibrillators Without a Prescription

An unnamed company has petitioned the US Food & Drug
Administration to allow individuals to buy at-home defi-
brillaters without a doctor's prescription. A chief concern
seems to be whether ordinary people can properly use
the equipment, which costs abaut $2,000 doilars. An FDA

panel will soon debate the company's request for unre-
stricted over-the-counter sales. The American Heart Asso-
ciation is said to be cavtiously supporting the proposal
but it has not received an ynqualified endorsement from
the medical profession.



Fire Districts of New York Mutual Insurance Company, Inc.

Volunteer Firefighters cnd Ambuilo
Workers Should Not Have to Worry
About Adequate Insurance Coverage!

Our mission is to provide the maximum allowable benefis to active

volunteer hrefighters and volunteer ambulance workers injured in the

line of dury.

* FDM conatders all emergency serviees volunteers to have H)0%
\Cniﬂ']jﬂg capacity regardless of employment status

© Coverage staits immediately upon call-out

* FDMcare — assisted medical care

* Unlimited Emplovers” Liability Coverage

= All policyholders are protected by the New York Stute Guarantee Fund

Founded i 1978 by fire districts dissatisfied with the State Insurance
Fund w provide prompt and cowrteous 24-hour claim service.
iull us at 1-888-314-3004 for o free quoie.

Premier Insurer of:

© Volunteer Frrefighters” Benetit Law ( VFBLY

= Volunteer Ambulance Workers” Benehit Law (VAWBLY
¢ Workers” Compensation

* Lawplavers” Liabihity

Benevolent Claim Service

Fire Districts of New York Mutual Insurance Company. Inc. (FDM)
St South Main Street. Spring Valley, New York 10977

Toll-free: 1-883-314-3004 = Local: 1-835-352-8833

Fon: 1-8458-352-2022

SBEMNEVOLENTT SLalll SEHYIGE

Fire Districts 561 South hMain Streat
of New York Spring Valley,
Mutual Insurance ™New York 10977

Company, Inc. Tel: 888-314-3004
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BLS First Responder Agencies Facing Regulation By NYS DOH

Article 30 gives the NYS Department of Heglth authority
to regulate ambulance and Advanced Life Support First
Responder (ALSFR] services but does not address Basic Life
Support First Responder [BLSFR) Services. Across the state
there are about 650 groups operating BLSFR services with
EMTs and CFRs providing care before an ombulance ar-
rives. About 500 are run by fire depariments along with
14 college based services, 44 industrial (facteries, race
tracks, camps, etc.}, 67 municipalities, é state agencies ond
6 federal agencies. Over the years these services have
asked for and been provided EMS Agency Code Numbers
which have enabled their members to qualify for state
funding for EMT ond CFR courses. The NYS DOH Bureau
of EMS hos now started drawing up requirements regord-
ing these BLSFR services that want EMS Agency Code
Numbers,

Services that have EMS Agency Code Numbers will be re-

ceiving notice to provide to NY$ DOH:

s Information on the service's operations, service areq, per-
sonnel, management or designated contacts, mailing od-
dress and contact phone numbers and astablish the ad-
ministrative process to provide such updates to NYSDOH
whenever this information changes.

s An annual Participation Agreement with locol transport-
ing embulance service(s).

¢ Report on the process by which the service conducts pa-
tient care documentation and participation in QA/QI ac-
tivities,

« Annual statistics regarding the EMS calls service was dis-
patched to and provided patient care.

Services applying for an EMS Agency Code Number for

the first time are being asked:

» To confoct their local or regional EMS system for infor-
mation on participating as an EMS provider agency.

s Evidence that agency is authorized to specifically pro-
vide EMS and is routinely publicly dispatched to provide
emergency medical care as defined by Article 30 of
Public Health Law. A letter stating that the agency has
authority to provide EMS. The letter must be from the mu-
nicipality and confirming that the agency is dispatched to
provide EMS on o regular and ongoing basis. The letter
of suppert must be provided by, and on the letterhead
of the City, Town, Yillage or Municlpal District and must
be signed by the executive officer (Mayor, Town Super-
visor, chief executive, et}

s A description of the BLS First Response activities pro-
vided. This is to include the specifics of the response
plan, method of dispatch and operating frequency, con-
firmation of adherence to State und Regional BLS prote-
cols, number and type of response vehicles, equipment

carried on response vehiclas, and number with level of
training of agency members.

identity of the princlpal and allernate tronsperting ambu-
! qce servicels) by name and DOH agency code number
dispotched to the incidents to which agency responds. Evi-
dence that agency has established written EMS participa-
tion agreements with these services to insure appropriate
transfer of patient care and inclusion of agency in QA/QI
activities. Participation in a county or regional QA pro-
gram if one is gvoilable is listed as an alternative.

» Geography fo which agency responds including a descrip-

tion of the territory to which you are publicly dispatched
using city, village, tawn, district, or other municipol bounda-
ries. If not publicly dispaiched or agency responds primar-
ily within a private or industrial facility, the name of the fa-
cifity(s) or the boundaries. Agenci#s providing EMS in a
private setting, or not routinely publicly dispatched to pro-
vide EMS os defined by A30, or as a federal, state, educa-
fional campus or industrial entity, must provide a letter from
their Regional Emergency Medical Services Council. The
letter must affirm that service is recognized as a component
of the locai EMS system including puarticipation in regional
QI acfivities. f an agency responds in the “public environ-
ment', but is not publicly dispatched, it must provide copies
of written agreements stating its authority to respond ond
details of parficipation In the local EMS system.  The
agreements must be provided by the public dispatch entity,
and governmenial authority, that authorized EMS response
within the geogrophy to which agency provides EMS,

If the agency is applying for BLSFR recognition status, and
is not currently providing EMS on a Regulor ond Ongoing
Basis, the service must provide o comprehensive EMS re-
sponse plon and obtain o letter of support from its REM-
SCO. The REMSCO letter must endorse the proposed
BLSFR octivities and state that the proposed new service
will integrate with and provide support for the existing lo-
col EMS system. The comprehensive plan shall include de-
tails of the intended service's EMS system integration and
operational structure as identified in NYS DOH Policy
Statement 99-07,

Public Access Defibriilation (PAD) enly services do not require
an agency code number. In addition, NYD DOH advises hav-
ing on EMS Agency Code Number issued to a BLSFR agency
may not entitle the service for training expenditures reim-
bursement, special funding or eligibility into o Pilot CME
based certification refresher program.

For more information about the above contact the Bureay of
EMS Operations Section at 518-402-0994 ext-2.
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Legislative Committee Report — July 2004

The 2004 Legislative Committee was very successful
in working with the State Legislature on issues of concern
fo New York's Volunteer Emergency Services Community.,
We continue our efforts to have the remainder of our cal-
endar completed and confinue our discussions with legis-
lative personnel.

The "Green Light Standard Revision Bills” {A10040/
$6854) were passes by both the Assembly and the Sen-
ate and we are currently waoiting for the Governor'’s ap-
proval to sign this into law. These bills upgraded the rat-
ing of the lights used by VAS members to that of which is
available today, and to the same upgraded standard
that wos adopted last session for blue Hghts used by vol-
unteer firefighters.

Many bills regarding the benefits of disabled and
injured Yolunteer Workers have been moving their way
through the legislature. A1086, which increases the pay-
ments of benefits to volunteer workers, is currently being
disasssed In the Ways and Means Committee. The Local
Government Cominiittee is currently reviewing $3237,
whidh is the equivalent in the Senote.

A11198/S7355, which increcse the amount received
in the Yolunteer Worker Service Award Program
(LOSAP) has passed both the Assembly and the Senote
and we are waiting for the Governor for final approvat.
A2592/54109, o bill that would exempt ony service
award {LOSAP} paid to volunteer workers to be exempt
from personal income taxes, is still in committee. A4618/
54239 was passed into law and this would aliow a mu-
niclpality to provide supplementol service awards
{LOSAP) to thelr volunteer workers.

VAS Plates Is another issve that was presented this
year oand currently is in the legislature. A320/56172 are
currently active hills that would eliminate the $15.00 re-
newal charge on New York Stote VAS Plates. The bill
has passed the Senate, but Is currently being held for

consideration in the Assembly’s Transportation Committee.

We are haping to see this pass during the next session
and hopefully become law.

A3737 /5440, both bills that discuss allowing volun-
teer workers extra credit on civil service exams, are still
held in committee is both the Assembly and the Sencte,
Also in committees are A556/57390 that would cliow
volunteer workers a modification that would reduce the
federa! adjusted gross income when filing their New York
Stote Income Tax.

A10117 /56314 have passed both the Senate and
the Assembly. These bills are waiting for the Governors
approval to be signed Into law, This would increase

Summer Issue

maximurs loan amounts under the
New York State Emergency Serv-
ices revolving ioan account.

We still hove a few bills that
we are working on for next year to
hecome our priorities. AS588 ond -
A976 would hoth require the New
York Power Authority and also
Public Utility Companies to pro-
vide discount utilities to Volunteer Ambuiance Corps and
Volunteer Fire Companies. These bitis would aliow our
organizations to save in phone, gas, electric, etc. Most
squoads have been paying ot o commercial rate, whidh is
higher than some can afford. These bills would provide «
saving for those squods.

Finally, A1458/51388 have been referred to and
held by their committees in the Assembly and Senote.
These bills require all telephona corporations offering
wireless telephone service to make avoilable to any
wireless telephone customer dialing 211, and to emer-
gency service praviders-priority cccess to the wireless
network.

It has @ busy year so far ond we hoping for further
cooperation from our leglsiative supporters.
that we also need the supnort of cur members in order
for the legis'oture to know whot we the veolunteer commu-
nity need. :

Legislalive Committee

Michael Wilheim, Chair

Remembar

i| PULSE CHECK 2004 The 49th Annual Educational

Conderence and Trade Show
[ Scptember 30 thraugh Octaber Fat
Roswring Brook Conference Center
Lake George, New York
————
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Cromwel! Emergency Vehicles

Willlam Tansey
Sales Corsultant

Life .4, Line
FMERGERCY FENICLES

181 Ashdown Poad
Batiston Lake, NY 12015
CHice 518-334.7748
Fax: 708-370.2728
Celt 518-485.7148

Eroil tansey @cromwellemargency. com

Web Site; www.Cromwellemergency.com
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Credentialing Controversy Between Southern Tier REMSCO and Steuben County

EMS Association

As part of its deliverable or activity plan for the year,
the Southern Tier EMS Program Agency, which covers Che-
munyg, Schuyler and Steuben counties, has resurrected pro-
posed credentialing or testing of EMS providers. Credential-
ing would cover physicians that provide on-line and off-line
medical control down to EMTs and CFRs that ride ambulances.
The concept of credentialing is far from new and has been in
place in other regions. However, it has mainly been ysed to
ensure that those persons taking on specific responsibllities
such as medical control know what is expected of them. |t has
not been used to retest those who have completed basic EMT

or CFR courses. The Steuben County EMS Association recog-
nizes the need for maintaining skills at an optimal level in or-
der to deliver the utmost quality care to commonities but is
concernad that adding anather level of requirements in-
creases the burden on volunteers. As an alternative, the
county association has recommended that the state pilot re-
certification be changed to require the inclusion of o practical
skills review for those who wish to renew their certification
thot way. Discussions on implementing credentialing in the
region are expected to continue.

New Windsoor VAC vs. Town of New Windsor

The New Windsor Volunteer Ambulance Corps has
served the Town of New Windser, which has o pepulaiion of
about 27,000, for about 50 years. Call volume in 2003 in-
cluding mutual it calls in surrounding communities, including
the city and town of Newburgh, was 1,144 with 1,362 calls in
2002. The corps has an onmual budget of about $220,000,
which was raised through town taxes.

In February 2004, the New Windsor Town Supervi-
sor shut down the New Windsor Yolunteer Ambulance Corps
by having the locks changed on the ambulance building be-
hind Town Hall, locking the ambulances Inside, telling corps
members to deal with the police If they want to claim per-
sonal property still inside and instructing the local 9171 center
to call a privote ambularce service, Mobille Life Support
Services from Newburgh, if EMS wos needed.

The Corps Captain acknowledged to the local news
media that there have been probiems but said they were be-
ing addressed as quickly os possible ond soid the Supervi-
sor's action caught her off gy

The Supervisor gave a 1ist of shortcommgs in recent years
that he said not only tarnished the corps' reputation but were
putting the pubiic in danger. He is reported as saying:
"They're very nice people, but they're just not up 1o the task”
and "lIt's net a happy doy for us." Ameng the prablems cited
by the Town Supervisor are:

¢ Police dispatchers frequently were unable to get a timely
response from corps members on call,

» The corps wasn't meeting certification requirements for its
status as an advanced life support corps, including
around-the-clodk staffing. That forced the town to rely
mare heavily on the Mobile Life Support Services.

» The corps was slow in providing work schedules and other
requested information to the town, and sometimes didn't
provide it ot all.

« At least one driver did not have o valid driver's license.

¢ During o Jon. 27 snowstorm, town employees saw an am-
bulance crew joy riding at o high rote of speed in their
rig. They eventually erashed inte o fence oround Wood-

lawn Cemetery and knocked over several gravestones.
The Supervisor soid the corps gve no indication it would take
any action about the latter two items.

The squad Captain said the unlicensed driver was
dismissed a3 soon as she learned about it and the ¢rew out in
the snowstorm was only going to get some food. She added
that the corps was about to bring on several paid paramedics
which would help oddress the staffing problem and reduce
the reliance on the commercial ambulance service. The Town
Supervisor said it wasn't deor the corps couid do that legally
or even afford it.

ln April 2004 the case wound up fn court where o
Federal fudge, who hoppened to be a past town supervisor
in Westchester County, ruled that the seizure of corps and
personal property viclated the dve process civil rights of the
squod. He ordered the town to return the ambulances, equip-
ment, records and over $33,000 in funds to the squad. He
also warned the town about setting up o double standard of
covering the co-payment for private ambutance service for
focal residents but not for those visiting or passing through the
town.

The merits of the underlylng dispute, however, were
not addressed and the judge noted that the squod's victory
may be a Pyrrhic cne. There is evidently on ambulance tax
district in the town with all that that involves including town
oversight of finances and title to vehicles and equipment pur-
chosed with tax funds. The town can still bar the squad from
using the town owned ombulonce building and not renew the
squod’s contract to provide ambulance service, instead sign-
ing o contract with another service. Options for the squad
include going as an independent non tax supported non-
profit entity with a regular 9 digit phene number and relying
on donations, grants ond third party billing for funds.
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Suffolk County Ambulance Response Times Spark Proposals and Cantroversy

In May 2004 the Suffolk Regional EMS Council im-
posed a new, strict dispatch standard over the objections
of county fire and rescue associations. Agency dispatchers
werte instructed to seek mutual oid help from another am-
bulance service if within two (2) minutes the primary crew
fails to indicate they are responding to g call. Meanwhile,
@ county legisiator introduced a bill to withhold county cer-
tifications ond liability coverage from ambulance services
that don’t move to speed up their responses.

The county has o benchmark of getting an ambu-
lance to 40 % of calls within ¢ minutes or less. However,
dota on ambulance response fimes in the county is lacking
as many dispatch centers do notf record arrival times. Pre-
hospital call reports {PCRs) copture the information bui
county wide summaries are not readily availoble. A March
2003 Reglonal Council review of NYS data showed ¢ re-
sponse time of 12 minuies compared with 8 minutes in Nas-
sau County and @ minutes in Westchester County. Another
review showed there were 110,000 EMS calls in the county
in 2003 with o 15 minute average response time in 7,000
cases and aver 40 minutes in 202 cases. Local agencies
reportedly set their own standards for requesting mutual
aid with some holding o call for 10 minytes, This daig
combined with anecdotal information on individual cases
prompted the propesals.

Con a 9 minute response time be achieved in Suf-
folk with its 912 squore miles when even New York City
with 321 square miles bad an average response time of 8

minutes 10 seconds in 20032 Issyes thot have to be dealt
with include widespread ones like o long standing inde-
pendence among emergency service providers, a differ-
ence in the rural like east end of Llong lsland versus a more
urbanized west end, declining numbers of volunteers and
funding. The Board of the Town of Sauthampton, after re-
ceiving input from its local providers, voted that the Re-
gional Council exceeded its authority in approving the re-
sponse directive ond opposes the county bill as an
“unfunded mandate”.

While the Regional Council is pushing EMS agen-
cies fo provide the same level of ambulance response times
as in neighboring Nassau, that county got to its level with
Nassau County Police EMS with full time paid personnel
handling up to 60 % of the calls. Therd are indications,
however, that other significont measures are being taken.
The county is in the process converting its paper based dis-
potched system to a computer dispatch system, This should
provide better dato on response times. Some agencies
hava begun to hire daytime personnel to handle calls.
Structural changes in mutual aid involving befter coopera-
tion may also be necessary if the county is to meet its resi-
dents’ expectations for ambulance service.

NYSYARA Officars have been in contoct with Suf-
folk County District 7 Officers and other Suffolk volunteer
sector leaders to offer any assistance that may be neces-
sory in regords to this matter. :

Ambulance Corps Gets its Marching Orders

Monticello Volunteer Ambulance Corps is experiencing
some trouble. The ambulance corps’ required centification
lapsed in September 2003, and they are in hot water
with the state. The village is asking the corps to vacate
their quarters in the neighborhood facility.

Spt. James Shields stotes the they are still an ambu-
lonce corps that is temporarily closed and are going
through a reorganization.

Apparently the corps lost its certificotion over a mix-
up in paperwork and are trying to get re-certified.

n o June 17 letter to the corps, the Department of
Heolth claims the mix-up has gone on for 10 months, and
the corps has failed to fully document the cenification of
all of its EMTs, or provide a full inventory of its ambulance
and equipment. Repeated ettempts have been made aond
documented to establish contact with the service to assist
them in rectifying their expired status. The tetter olso
states “lIt is of great concern that your squad would will-
fully refuse contact with our office ond disregard its obli-

gation to maintain certification as required. You should be
advised that any billing or sérvices you provided {since the
cerfification expired) may constitute fraud with the reim-
bursement guidelines” of Medicaid, Medicare and many in-
surance carriers

The Department of Health ordered the corps to provide
a plan by July 2 to fix problems. A July 7 leter from the
DOH notes that the corps did no do that. The corps face fur-
ther state action.

Subsequently the Village Board voted against renewing
the corps’ lease at the neighborheod facility. The corps has
30 days to leave after the village gives an official notice,

Monticello VAC has three ambulances and a first-
response fly-car. It serves the towns of Thompson and Farest-
burgh, and backs up Mobilemedic in Monticella. Mobile-
medic ond onother service, Metro Care, are covering the ter-
ritory.
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Anti-Terrorism Trailers Distributed Across State Amid Controversy

The state has begun distributing 113 "terror-busting”
frailers to law-enforcement ogencies. Mew York City will
receive 17 of the special trailers, which will be equipped
with masks, hozardous-materlal svits, detection devices and
sample collection kits for chermical and biological elements.
Stote Police ond other localities will get the rest. The trail.
ers, which cost $200,000 ecch and were recommended by
the state's Weapons of Mass Destruction task force, will be
poid far through a $25 million federal grant. The grant
will also pay for bomb-team equipment and individuat
protective kits for first responders,

A separate federal grant of $4 million wili he
used to buy gas masks for New York City police officers a1

the NYPD'’s request. The money, earmarked in 2002 1o ac-
quire masks for 15,000 o 20,000 officers, roughly half the
department's strength, was the first phase of a progrom to
outflt the clty's first responders egainst terrorism or other
emergencies involving chemical or biclogical threats.

The usefulness of stockpiling essential life saving re-
sources in trailers has been questioned by representatives of
front line first respenders, There ore numerous agencies in
the state that have had to make hard choices between pro-
viding o cantinuing level of services vs. equipping their per-
sonnel with personnel protective equipment {PPE)} that covid
save their lives in the first minutes of o terrorist incident.

Will Explosives Experts Be Part of Routine Response to MVAs?

Today's passenger cars are becoming a threat to
rescuers. As if the dangers of sharp edges, broken glass,
leaking fuel, anti-freeze and oil were not enough, there
are mare and more anecdotal reports of safety devices
meant to protect drivers and passengers in the avent of o
collision causing injuries fo unsuspecting rescuers.

First it was energy absorbing bumpers that com-
pressed to absorb the force of an impact but that could
fcrter refease without warning with enough force to knock o
rescuer off his/her feet or cause o broken leg. Driver side
air bags came next and there were occasional instances of
bags triggering during extrication injuring patient and res-
cyer. The power residue olso caused skin irritation prob.
lems. Passenger side air bags came along and we are
now encountering side curtaln air bags in doors and seats
and overhaad gir bags in vehicle roofs. Some new con-
vertibles have retractable roll bars that depioy automati-
cadly in case of on accident, There ore “pre-tensioned”
seat betis that auromatically fighten during an accident.
Most of these devices are triggered by seme sort of an ex-
plosive device.

An additional complication is the emergence of
new “hybrid fusl” vehicles running on gasoline plus either
electricity or compressed notural gas, Instead of justa 12
volt shock, we now have the possibility of 500 voli eleciro-
cutions or a boiling liquid-expanding yapor explosion
(BLEVE).

Aytomobile makers have recognized the dangers
in their newer vehicles and have iried to warn rescuers as
well as owners and mechanics. High voltage electrical sys-
tems are isoloted from the chassis and usually ¢olor ¢oded
a bright orange. Warning lobels are placed in vehicles.
Howaver, there is no standard lakel! or location for wam-
ings and their usefulness can be questionable when irying

to exiricate a patient from o mongled vehicle at niyht dur-
ing adverse whether conditions,

Rescuers must remember rule #1 — protect yourself.
The first line of protection is to be forewarned about the po-
tential hazards that may exist in today’s vehicles. Check out
new car deolers in the areg to see what sofety fectures are
on which vehicle, where their mechanisms are iocated and if
there aore ony warning labels. There are reference materi-
als available from companies such as Homaltro's Rescuer's
Guide to Vehicle Safety Systems {http://www.holmatro-usa,
com/2002guide.htm) and Toyoto's Emergency Response
Guide for their Prius hybrid fuel vehicle
(hitp://129.33.47. 206/hrrnI/shop/vehrcies/prlus/iufety/
privs_safety.hitml). MNext comes proper personal protective
equipment {PPE) both for protection from body fluids as weil
cs the dangers of an axtrication scene. The emergency re-
sponse organization should have Standard Operoting Pro-
cedures (SOPs) in place for foreseeable evenis and officers
must ensure that the SPOs are foliowed. The final line of
defense are the alert rescuers themselves who work as a
well drilled team looking out for each other's safety. Be in-
formed and be sofe.

wiiad Airondack Fire Equipment
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NYSVARA Nominalions

At the July 24 Board of Directors meeting, the Nominoting
Committee presented the following slote of officers for 2004-

05:

President Michoel Mastrianni, Ir.  District 01
Ex. Vice President  Roy Sweet Disttict 19
Vice President Henry Ehrhordt District 04
Secretary Mandy Squilling District Q1
Financial Secretary  Helen Fries District 12
Treasrer leon Gowley District 18

According 1o the NYSVARA By Laws, Article X. ..

(¢] Further nominations may be made at a District meeting and
reported 1o the Association Secretary by do later than
tewnty-one {21) days prior to the Annual Meeting for Incly-
sion on the haoliet.  Eligibility and willingness to serve if
elected shall be verified by the Committee Chairman,

{d) Further nominations may be made from the floor at the An-
nual Meefing by any outhorized member organization
delegate or individual member in good standing. Eligibility
and willingness to serve if elected, shall be mode before
nomination may be cccepted from the floor,

Mancy Pacalle
Chairman, Nominating Committee

NYSVARA By Laws Proposals

Amend Article X of the By-laws by establishing new

Sections 20 & 21

Section 20: Youth Committes

(¢} The Committee shall consist of o chair and each Dis-
trict's Youth Commitee Chair, A Youth Squad Officer
from o member organization shall when available
co-chair the committee and youth squad members
should be actively involved.

(b) Shall be respensible for keeping o roster of Youth
Squads in the association along with names and con-
tact infermation of advisors and youth squad officers,
encouraging and assisting in the formation of youth/
junior sguods, maintaining liaison with other youth
programs, encouraging activities, drills etc. among
youth squads, and publicizing such activities and ef-
forts.

Section 21: Informotion Technology Caommittee

(a) This committee shall consist of a chair and alt advisery
personnel as needed,

(b) Shall be responsible for maintaining and updating the
association's web site for the benefit of the assaciation,
the districts and members.

Council of Community Services
of New York State, Inc.

Valerie Venezia
Birector of Membership & Sermvice Development
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{c) Shcll act as advisor on maters of information technol-
ogy that may relate to or benefit the association and
it’s members.

Amend By-laws Arficle [t by creating o new Section 1 A:
Section 1A: REGIONS

The state shall be divided geogrophically into 3 Regions
{Region 1, Region 2, Region3), by the Board of Directers,
for the purpose of grouping members and potential mem-
bers not affiliated with active Disiricts as specitied in Sec-
tion 1. The Reglons shall have boundaries, which are coter-
minous with aggregates of Regional Emergency Medical
Services Councils, Each Region will be entitled to one (1)
voting member on the Board of Directers, providing there
are a minimum of five {5) member squads in each Region.
The Board of Direciors shall establish procedures for the
appeintment by the Board of Regional Directors and may
estoblish uniform Regional Dues to be opplied to Regional
members. Regional Directors shall assist with missionary/
membership recruitment efforts in their region, act as liai-
son to /from members in their region, and act as a responsi-
ble director of the NYSVARA, Inc.
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Bits from Around the State and Beyond

District 1

Goshen YAC and its long time

landlord, the First Presbyterian

Church of Goshen, have been at

odds since the church told the

.7 ambuionce corps that it would

- not renew o $1-a-month lease
atrangement that has existed for 30 years. A local news-
paper reported that the VAC said it could not afford the
$1,500-$2,000 rent the church wanted and the church
countered that the corps should pay rent becouse it started
making meney when it began charging insurance compa-
nies and patients in 2001 for its traditlonally free service,
The church finished a $1.8 million renovation in 2001 but
disappeinted fund-raising left it stropped for cash and
running a deficit of $35,000 in 2001-03. Helf of the
VAC's 2003 budget of $127,800 comes from the town
ond village governments, donations ond fund-raisers, Bill-
ing receipts were not disclosed. In 2001, the YAC had
about a $22,000 surplus, according to public records and
a budget it gave to the town and village. That was the
first year it began charging for its 700 annuai <olls. The
last report received indicoted that the Villege Bourd has
offered to put up the YAC temporarily at the firehouse but
has not determined how much, if at dll, it wili ask the corps
to pay.

Hudson Valley REMAC Issues Directive on EMT-1 & EMT-CC
vse,

A July 19, 2004 memorandym issued by the Hudson Val-
ley Regional Medical Advisory Committee (REMAC) pro-
vides policy on Advanced Life Support (ALS) coordination
in the & county region. Qmong the mojor points are:

- ALS agencies must provide service 24/7,

+ EMT-l and/or EMT-CC use is only permitted as an od-
junet within on established EMT-P systemn.

- Calls types which meet ALS criteria require dispatch of
an EMT-P but there can be o two-tiered response in-
cluding an EMT-1 and /or EMT-CC.

- If transport to o hospital can be completed prior to
EMT-P arrival transport con be initiated while still at-
tempting an ALS intercept.

District 4

BRAVC VAC, District 4, Brooklyn, on Sunday July 11,
2004 celebrated 30 years of service to the Bay Ridge
community and also dedicated two {2} new Ford E450
Custom Medallions ambulances from PL Custom Emergency
Vehicles.

Glen Oaks YACL dedicoted its new headgquariers on July
18, 2004, The new building is located on Union Turnplke
and 257 St in Queens County.

NYC Firefighters union restricts volunteerng at some fire
depariments. International Asseciation of Firefighters (LAFF)
Locol 96 membership voted on April 8, 2004 that paid
NYC firefighters can no longer valunteer or work as paid-
on-call members at fire/EMS departments that have paid
members belonging to other IAFF locals. In neorby Nassay
County this affects departments such as Garden City and
Long Beach which have paid firefighters serving olongside
volunteers. Each of those departments ¢ould lose about @
dozen volunteers. News 12 LI reports one volynteer
hended in his resignation after receiving threats from his
union delegates and was told to quit.

Distric 7

Suffold County Police Depariments is reported by Suffalk
REMSCO to be actively enforcing the NYS Vehicle and
Traffic Law regarding colored windshield wiper lights by
ticketing drivers. The V&TL is quite specific in what colored
lights o vehicle may display. Green lights are reserved per
Section 375.41.5 for display on the private vehictes of vol-
unteer ambulance service personnel responding to an emer-
gency, while blue lights per Section 375.41.4 may be used
by volynteer fire department personnel on their personc!
vehicles when responding fo an emergency. Written
authorization from the member's ogency is required. in
NYS, green and/er blue lights are not authorized on ambu-
lances or fire trucks.

Suffolk Reglonal Emergency Medical Services Council rec-
ognized EMS personnel for long time service fo their com-
munities, For the first ime, 21 Emergency Madical Techni-
ciane with at least 30 yeors of service were among 550
hanored with longevity awards during a ceremeny in June.
EMS in the county became orgemnized in the early 19705
and REMSCC marked service from thot peried although
many if not most ambulance services began earlier,

Bay Shore-Brightw aters Rescue Ambulance hosted o multi
agency MCI drill on Saturday, July 24, 2004, Over 100
responders and 20 ambulances and fire vehicles responded
to a simulated school bys accident with 30 patients.

Districts 7 & 12

NYS Senator Charles . Fuschillo, Ir., 8th Senate Dislrict cov-

ering parts of Nassau ond Suffalk on Lang Island’s south

shore, announced in late June that his legislation, requiring
fContirued on page 11)
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health clubs with 500 or more members to have af least one
automated external defibrillator (AED} readily available on
site has passed both the Senate and the Assembly. These
clubs would also be required to have at least one staff
member trained to use the AED and perform CPR. The leg-
islation has been sent to Governor George Pataki for final
approval.

District 10

Sauthern Tier Regional EMS Council (STREMS, Inc.), through o
grant from the New York State Rural Automated External
Defibrillator Program, obtained five AEDs. Three were pre-
sented to the Chemung County Sheriff's Depariment and two
to the Steuhen County Sheriff's Department. The purpose of
the grant is to make defibrillation available in a timely
manner to victims of cardiac arrest in rural areas. The defi-
brillators wilt be placed in the Sheriff's patrol cars that
cover rural communities.

Southern Tier Regional EMS Council covering Chemung,
Schuyler and Steuben counties has esiablished a “Gold
Stars of Life” award program to provide fimely recognition
of a job well done, special situation managed with ease,
professionalism, some task done that was above and be-
yond the "call of duty”, a pat on the back or an “aita-boy"
fype of award for anything thot someone in EMS has done.
It is not intended to be a substitute for the annual cwards.
Nomination cards con be obtoined by contracting STREMS
office at 315 West Water Street, Elmirg, New York 14901,
(607) 732-2354. Nominations con also be made via the
STREMS website at hitp://www.strems.org/goldstars.html,

EMT Tactical Course will be put together for Cayugo,
Onondaga and Oswego counties in stale police zone seven.
$30,000 federal homeland security funds were provided
for the course.

Village of Endicon, Town of Union in Breome County has
dropped consideration of o change in local ambulance serv-
ices. Superior Ambulance, a private for-profit company,
submitted o proposal supported by village firefighters, that
it elaimed would save the villoge money without affecting
service, The villoge was to be reimbursed for use of ene
firefighter on o two person crew and would olso be paid
based on the number of calls Superior received from villuge
residents. Union Volunteer Emergency Services [UYES),

the present EMS provider for the villoge questioned the pro-
posal. UVES is bosed in Endweli, NY and has over 100
members including 37 compensated

members. Since Sanyary 1, 2003 the squad has received
ambulance tax district funds to supplement third party bill-

Summer Issue

ing.

Rural Health Communiry Systems, Inc. in Bath, Steuben
County, NY is a rural health network funded by the NYS
DOMH Office of Rural Health, It has brought together previ-
ously separated and independent groups of resources,
agencies and associations to improve accessibility to health
care services in Steuben County. The organization provides
grants fo county EMS organizations, schools and Public Ac-
cess Defibrillation (PAD) progroms of up to 50% or $750
for the purchase of AEDs. It is actively promoting EMS train-
ing in schools and has trained 215 students at Corning East
High School in the Red Cross Responding to Emergencies
course. To improve reporting and quality management,
consideration is being given to providing computers fo
squads in the county that do not have them to enable call
reports to be done on-line and sent # immedictely after
each incident. For more information about this very proac-
tive organization and its many other activities call (607)
794-8505 or go to its web site at www.rhesys.org

Whitesboro Fire Department, Cneida County, has changed
its EMS first responder service from paramedic level to
AEMT-CC.

Districi 20

West Glens Falls EMS, Warren County, is starting a week
day paid program, Monday through Friday from 4:00 AM
to 6:00 PM. .

John Ahearn Rescue Squad in Mechanicville, Saratoga
County, has paid EMS staff with per diem positions starting
at an hourly rate of $9.00. The hours are normally 6:00 AM
to 6:00 PM Monday-Sunday but with evenings/overnight
shifts 6:00 PM to 6:00 AM as needed.

Potsdam Volunteer Rescue, St. Lawrence County, is locking
for letters of interest for their pilot Paramedic/CC Program.
Interviews began April 1, 2004, Contact number is {315}
265-2550, The squad handles about 1,300 calls a vear
and operates 4 ambulances, an ALS fly car, rescue truck
ond boat from stations in Potsdam and Norwood.

North Area VAC's Wilderness Secrch ond Rescue Team,
Onondogo County, received g grant from the US Smokeless
Tobacco Company for the purchase of o six wheal lohn
Deere Gator. The 4x& all terrain vehicle wos placed in
service March 31, 2004 and will vastly improve response
time in the field allowing the team 1o move people and re-
sources to remote locations very quickly and allow team
members to transport patients safefy and quickly back to
Continued on page 12)
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Continued from page 11} More Bits From Around the State
civilization.

Dr. John Spoor formerly of QOtsego County has died in Flor-
ida. Dr. Spoor was a early pioneer of EMS in the county
championing prehospital control and agency medical direc-
tion.

West Leyden Fire Company, Lewis County, is looking to
separate their AEMT-CC level ambulance service from the
fire department and set it up as an independent volunteer
ambulance corps.

Madison County is getting ready to stort distributing WMD
equipment and supplies to fire departments and rescue
squads. Equipment will include masks with fit testing equip-
ment possibly available through the fire coordinator’s office.

Madison County Communications Center has instituted an
Emergency Medical Dispateh (EMD) program. Callers to the
emergency dispatch center can receive instructions on first
aid and CPR while awaiting the arrival of medical assis-
tance.

Air Medical coordination in eleven counties covered by Mid
State REMSCO, North Country REMSCO and Central NY
REMSCO is being taken over by TLC Ambulance working
out of the @11 Center in Cortland Caunty. Rural Metrs had
been doing it for the past seven or eight years at no cost
but for a number of reasons has decided Yo drop the serv-
ice. The North Country region is also served by MAST.

Canada Vaolley Elementary School in Herkimer County had
on AED save in May on'an 1) year old pulled unconscious
trom the school pool. The school nurse responded within two
minutes with o defibrillator and administered one shock
which converted o V-fib rhythm to a bradacardic rhythm.
Newport VFD BLS First Responders ond an ALS unit from
Kuyahooro Valley Ambulance were the responding EMS
agencies. The patient’s mental statys improved en-route but
he did not remember what had happened. Under a state
law pussed two years ago all public schools in the state
must have an AED in the building and af all off site school
avents,

Nerthampton Ambulance Service held its regular monthly
meeting on July 13, 2004 with 11 members present. During
June, the members responded to 10 calls, volunteered 60
hours and traveled 237 miles. For information contact Jack
Farquhar ot 843-24468 or P.Q. Box 155, Northvilie, NY
12134,

Summer Issue

Adirondack Park Agency vs. Soratoga County Radio System
Saratoga County emergency service organizations including
the EMS Council, Fire Officers Association and Fire Advisory
Board are expressing frustration at the Adirondack Park
Agency [APA) for delaying approval of 3 mountaintop ra- -
dic towers needed to replace the county’s outdated radio
system. The APA is resisting efforts to construct the towers
plus access roads and ground level equipment shocks by
asking for reconsideration of other optlons thot have al-
ready been ruled out. Public safety orgonizafions took their
plea to the citizens by handing out pamphlets af the Saro-
toga County Falr.

District 30

W allkill Volunteer Ambulance Corps, Ulster County, saw
several of its members go to Washington DC as partof a
group of American Safety and Health institute {ASHI) Instruc-
tors to give free Adult CPR, Foreign Body Airway Obstruc-
tion, and Defibrillator training to Community Emergency Re-
sponse Team (CERT)) members from the Disirict of Columbio
and Virginia, ASH! put on the program in conjunction with
the Depariment of Homeland Security. The instryctors did
the training as volunteers and poid their own way to and
from Washington and ASH| paid for the hotel rooms for o
Sunday night. Susan McCarl, Vic Work, Michelle Stockdale
and Joe Poptanich were the volunteers from the Wallkill
Yolunteer Ambulance Corps. Sue Leahy, President of the
Board of Directors of ASHI and Marge Carroll from Ker-
honkson-Accord First Aid Squad were the other Ulster -
County volunteers. Other volunteers came from Pennsylva-
nig, Connecticut, Virginio, Moryland and Tennessee.

Biack Rock Speedway in Dundee, NY honored fire, police &
EMS personnel with 911 Appreciation Night on Saturday,
July 17, 2004, Free grandstand admission was offered
merely by showing appropriate ID. Black Rock said it was
their woy of saying thanks to those whe have dedicated
their lives to making our communities safer.

Edinburg Emergency Squad has purchased a new AED. The
squad was able to purchase it, through donations from the
public, of which the members of the squad are grateful for,
For information may coll 863-6283 and leave a name and
number. Interested people may attend the squad’s monthly
meeting held on the first Wednesday of every month begin-
ning at 7:00pm. The meetings are held at the squad build-
ing located at 30 North Shore Reod just below the fire-
house. -
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Security ... A Whole New Ballgame
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By Bill Tricarico, Director of Loss Control Services Emergency Services Insurance Progrom

When you think of security at your EM$ Stations, your
thoughts usually encompass doer locks, aiarm and video sys-
tems, or secured drug or pefty cash storage. But emergency
service organlzations also handle and store something with
sometimes far greatrer volue than material goods, information.

The theft of personal informatien has become as insidious
as theft of property. Identity theft is the emerging white-
collar crime of this decade and the holders of such information
have ¢ duy to prevent the misuse and loss of it.

Parsonnel filas contain valuable information about mem-
bers whether they are poid or volunteer. Names, addresses,
dates of birth, license numbers, soclaf security numbers and
meny other personal items, which would certainly be encugh
to froudulently obtoin credit cords or order good: on-line in
that parson’s name. This information may also be utilized to
develop folse identification which may be used in countless
ways, most fikely for llegal acts. Such identification theft con
cause problems to its victims for years ta come incuding ru-
ined credit or false accusations of wrongdaing,

Dispatch centers may hove information on locotion of
handicapped persons who may easily become vidims to a va-
riety of crimes, medical information that is highly cassified, or
the location of keys or lock combination numbers for quick en-
try. In the wrong hands, this information may be quite don-
gerous.

As a result of these sityations, o new look around the sta-
ticn may be in order. Personnel files should be securely
locked and key distribution closely guarded. They should not
be stored in a place with other files or information. QOnly
people who need to utilize this specific infermotion should be
able to gain aecess to it and the number of people involved
kept at an absolute minimum.

It the information is stored electronically, the computer
should ke set up so that only people with passwerds have ac-
cess to it. During periods of inactivity, the computer should
automatically revert to a screensaver with a password neces-
sary to get bodk info the oreo thot was previously up. This
will prevent anyone from accessing the information sheuld an
avthorized person leave for an incident response or other
reason without getting out of the program first. This is espe-
cially important for dispatch computer programs containing
sensifive information as previcusly discussed,

Members with access to sensitive programs should be in-
structed not to use eosily broken passwords such as their
name, spouse, children or pet’s name, favorite sports team, or
bodge number. Such passwords are eosily guessed by some-
one attempting to enter a program without permission. A re-
cent survey indicated that four out of five people use such sim-
ple codes. In addition many use the populor "password” or
“nothing.” Assigning passwords also seems to do little since

many users tend to write them down on post-it notes stuck
to the monlior. It should not be permissibie to hove the
computer “remember” the password.

Back-up files sheuld also be safely stowed and laptop
computers sacurely stored to prevent theft of the entire
system. In the wrong hands, the informotion on the japtop
may be more valuable than the ynit ltself.

Recently a state worker in the Northeast was orrested
ond charged with pilfering identifying information about
thousands of people and using it to steal at least
$100,000 through fraudulent credit cards and computer
purchases. She was o clerk-typist and cktained the infor-
mation from documents which crossed her desk. This infor-
mation was then alleged to have been sold to an identity-
theft ring. Bogus credit card accounts were set up which
were maxed out without payment.

In most such cases, viiimately, the credir card compa-
nies which issued the cords are liable for the bulk of the
fraudulent transactions, but such thefts will cause misery for
victims becouse they will hove to reconstruct good credit
records, a difficult task at best.

Recent federal legislation further enhances the impor-
tance of the privacy of medica! racords, including ambu-
lance reperts. This informaiion is Guite sensitive and such
reports should not be left arcund for others to view. These
reports should be dropped into o secured cabinet which
may only be accéssed by individuols with o need to do so.
Not only would release of this type of sensitive information
to the public expose your organization to litigotion ond
embartassment, but it would be a major disservice to the
people you have helped.

Finally, he careful what you do with the trash, Many
of the documents required to be kept by an emergency
service orgonization need to be stored for set periods of
fime, byt when they are ready for disposal, be certain that
they are shredded or burned. information on the computer
is just as sensitive. When disposing of computer hardware,
bre certain to remove the hard drive and incinerate or pul-
verize it with g hommer. The same is frue for software and
backup drives. There are some commerdal software pro-
groms which ore intended to clean hard drives, however to
be certain that sensitive infermation does not fall into the
wrong hands, it may be best to simply destroy it

Do the best you can to protect the security of your em-
ployees, members, and the public who puts their trust in
you everyday. Whether your organization is a big city ca-
reer or a small rural volunteer, security hos become o
whole new ballgame.

 mad
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NYS$S EMS Council (SEMSCO)
Henry Ehrhardt, NYSVARA Delegate 8 Michael Mastrianni, Jr., NYSVARA Alternate Delegate

May 2004

With thanks to Mike McEvoy, 15 Vice Chair SEMSCO, NYS
Assoc. of Fire Chiefs delegate to SEMSCO who's notes as-
sisted in the preparation of this report.

1.

Hundreds of EMS providers and their emergency serv-
ices colleagues were joined by Governor George Po-
taki, Senate Mojority Leader Joe Bruno, Senator James
Seward, Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver, Assembly-
man Bob Sweeney, Health Commissioner Antonic
Novello, ond OGS Commissioner Kenneth Ringler to
dedicate the new EMS “Tree of Life” Line of Duty Me-
morial at the Empire Stote Ploza in Albany on May
19%, 2004. State EMS Coundil Choirman Warren
Darby, speaking for New York's EMS providers, cap-
tured the moment by noting that finally, "EMS, fire, and
police heroes will be remembered together, lust as they
worked together.” Twenty-five EMS providers who lost
thair lives in the line of duty are remembered on the
monument, Mike Mastrianni, Jr.,, President, NYSVARA,
Roy Sweet, Executive Vice President, NYSVARA and
Helen Fries, Chair, District 4, NYSVARA attended.

DOH policy statement # 04.05, “Electronic PCR Data
Submission™ wos released. It delinecates o procedure
for agencies interasted in electronic dotg transmission fo
the Department. DOH policy statements are accessible
on line at their website,

The new CFR protocols are available from the DOH
print warehouse. DOH intends to mail o copy to each
Regional Program Agency and every Course Sponsor
this summer. They'll also be posted on the Bureay of
EMS web site later this year,

The Stotewlde EMSiMobilizotion Plan was finally re-
leased an May 14", 2004, The public version is eight
pages long, with two additional pages of definitions.

In February 2004, SEMSCO asked the Bureau to adjust
funding for instructor level courses. The Bureau
promptly responded, proposing a one-yeor trial of in-
creased rates accompanied by greater flexibility in
minimum ond maximum students per course. SEMSCO
gladly supported this proposal, and the Burequ expects
to implement the proposed rote trial once approved by
their budget gurus.

Vital Signs 2004 will happen October 29-31 at thie
Buffale Convention Center. It's Halloween weekend.
Regiona! Faculty courses were held throughout the
State,

At SEMAC (State Emergency Medical Advisory Commit-
tee) there was an intense debate on development of @
selective cervical spinal immobilization protocol. At is-

10.

Jummar issus

sue seems to be disagreement on whether the protocol
should be a selective spinal immobifization piece or ¢~
cervical spinal clearance protocol {ie: should it soy when
ta immabilize or should it say when not to?). Consider
that there was a SEMAC document with 5 pages of ref-
erences essentjally concluding that spines can be
cleared in the field using appropricte clinical {hot MO1)
criteria. An accompanying document then tried to fink
spinal immebilization to the State Trauma Triage
Guidelines that hoppen to be almost entirety mechanism
of injury {MOI} based. Hmm, what will happen next...
we will have to see how it goes at the nest round when
SEMAC meets ggoin in September.

June 2004 should see the designation of stroke centers
in New York based on results of o pilot project in New
York City. Thera is a likely mandate that centers will
need to be ready 24/7. Changes to State and Re-
gional Protocols that direct transport to designated
stroke centers will probably follow.

SEMAC and the NYS Cardiac Advisory Commifttes are
finalizing plans for their pilot study designoting centers
for treatment of acute M. At least three regions will be
chosen to trial triage protocols that direct o certain sub-
set of acute M| patients directly inte cath labs with

24 /7 capability of primary angioplasty. Stay funad far
the hospitals reaction to this one.

. In Febreary, EMS Bureau Diredor Ed Wronski met ‘HIH"

Deparment of Environmental Conservation (DEC) offi.
cials about their enforcemant of the State idling law
with diesei ambulances {State law prohibits excessiva
idling of trucks and buses with diese! engines). DOH
will release a policy on idling to help agencies smooh
potential conflicts between the DEC law and policies
requiring drugs ond patient compartments be kept
warm. DEC mode it clear they have ne intention to cits
ambulances; both DEC and DOH believe a policy will
help reduce excessive idling complaints. Not everyons
is convinced that will suffice. Several organizations are
standing by, including NYSVARA to seek, if needed, o
legislative remedy to ovoid future froubles.

. The Finger Lakes and Monroe /Livingston Regional EMS

Councils asked the State Council to consider revising the
prehospital DNR form. They submitted a recommended
revision in the form of a Medicu! Orders for Life Sus-
taining Treatment form. Since Public Health Law Article
29-B requires pre-hospitel erders not to resuscitate be
written on a “standord form prescribed by the [health)
commissioner,” it will probably be some time before we
{Conmiinued on puge 17}
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see a change, Arguments favoring a revised form in-
clude need to expand current “no CPR” orders to incude
choices for DNI [De Not Intubate) os well as other pres-
ent ond future EMS trecitments like drugs and fluids that
patients might net want. Bottom line .. don't worry about
this now. Remember ot the pre-hespitel level, for now,
the only document covered in law for pre-hospital is the
pre-hospital DMR Crder.

An aero medical task force will reconvene this summer to
continue examining oirborne EMS in New York.

EMS Bureau Directar Wronski announced that the Bureau
is rapidly loosing confidence in EM$ written exam secy-
rity and will move over the next twe years to open re-
gional rest centers. One center is planned per county,
locoted away from EMS course sponsor premises, in
places like schools, libraries, or other public facilities.
Students will need to travel to a designated local test
center for the State written certification exoms.

The Bureau of EMS has seen on increased number of
complaints regarding EMS instructor competence. Since
Instructors are certified providers subject to the provi-
sions of Part 800 of the State Emergency Medical Serv-
ices Code, the Bureoy intends to step up enforcement of
required conduct outlined in Part 800 with EMS Instruc-
fors.

The EMS Testing contract covering written exams was
rejected by the State finonce folks and is now out for

13.

14.

15.

16.

Line of Duty Deaths

New York

On Saturday April 3, 2004 about 7:00 PM Caostle-
ton VAC in Rensselear County responded to an emergency
call at a lecal catering hall for o high school student who
apparently hod consumed foo much alcohol. While the
ambulance was transporting the paotient to a hospital, the
driver, Gerald “Jerry” Sta'ver, suffered a heort attack. He
was able to drive the ambulance off the road and inte o
ditch and set the emergency brake. A second Castleton
ambulance os well as one from Nassou Ambulance were
called to assist. Stalker ond the original potient were
transported to Albany Medical Center Hospital where
Stalker was pronounced dead. Stalker was 62 years old
and had been a member of Castleton VAC for 15 years.
Funeral services were held at St. Paul's United Methodist
Church in Schodack., NY.

New Jersey

James Dedridge, an EMT with the Old Bridge First Aid
and Rescue Squad died on Monday evening March 15,
2004 as o result of injuries received after being struck by
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rebidding. More news on this to follow.

Instructor internship requirements have been finalized.
New CIC's will need 50 hours of internship of the EMT-
Basic level or above; CLI's will need 33 hours.

. Municipal CON (Certificate of Need) determinations are
an old monster raising new moyhem at both the Regiona!
and State levels. A Systems Commirtee TAG is presently
draffing guidelines to assist regionol councils to properly
handie these.

Delmar Publishers presented their new on-line EMT re-
frasher program designed to meet the 24-hour core sec-
fion of the pilot EMT refresher. The New York State As-
sociation of Fire Chiefs was denied permission by DOH
to offer the Delmar program on-line due to the State's

1 2-hour cap on camputer based core training. The State
Chiefs Association will be working with the Education and
Training Committee to address the cgmputer-training cap
as well as several other questions raised about the Del-
mar progrom. The Chiefs hopa to goin State opproval
to offer the on-line core to pilot participant fire and EMS
agencies in the near future.

The Bureau of EMS will participate on a State Inter-
agency Incideni Management Team being organized
vnder the auspices of SEMO [the Stote Emergency Man.
agement Office) available at the request of any locality
overwhealmed with an incident. The team would he
available te provide service on scene when requested
through SEMO.

17.

19.

20,

on automobile at the scene of a three car collision to which
he hod responded. The collision was described as miner
and the vehicles had pulled onto to the shoulder of the
road. One of the drivers, however, was comploining of
chest pain. Dodridge was apparently on his way to the
squad building but had stopped his car on a grassy median
and was crossing three traffic lones when struck. News re-
ports indicate one of his legs was severed. Both Dodridge
and the driver who had suffered a heart attack were
fransported to Raritan Bay Medical Center in Old Bridge
where they were both pronounced dead,

Dodridge was 52 years old, single ond had been in-
volved in EMS for 11 vears. He had served as o crew
chief, line officer and chaplain with the squad. Friends said
he "lived and breothed" EMS. He was employed as an
inventory control specialist with Elephont Wireless in Edison,
Nl

Departmental funeral services were held on Saturday
March 20t with represeniotives from EMS services through-
out New Jersey and the New York area attending.



The Association is on the WEb' You canﬂnd usat. http/fNYSVARAorg

- 2004 CALENDAR
YFD PARADE AND DRILL SEASOHN is here. For a listing of VFD parades and drills {competitions) throughout New York
+State as well as directions to track locations and event descriptions go to the web site of www .fdracing.com. The NY$ :
i Chcmpmnsmps will be hosted by the Main Transit Fire Department in Amherst, NY with the drill on Saturdcy 8/21/04 start- _
|lng at 8:00 AM and the parade on Sunday August 22, 2004 starting at 1:00 PM,

IYEEY,

| PULSE CHECK 2004, the 49tk Annual Educational Conference & Trade Show of the NYS Volunteer Ambulance & Rescue Asso
-ciation will be held Thursday, September 30 through Sunday, October 3, 2004 at the Rooring Brook Resort & Conference k
Center, Lake George, NY. Event features seminars, exhibits, awards dinner and the country's only statewide Ambulance, EMT B
“and CFR team skills competition. For information coll (877) NYSVARA, {518) 883-4192 or e-mail pulsecheck2000@aol.com.
‘The Annual Meeting will be held Thursday night at 8:00pm.

CHUDSON VALLEY FIREMAN'S ASSOCCIATION 4th Annual EMS Seminar will be held Saturday, October @, 2004 in Colonie,
INY from 8:15am to 3:30pm. Some scheduled topics include pediatric emergencies, burn and geriatric & Alzheimer issues. ;
LOSAP points, certificates 1o be issued and CME credits have been opplied for. For more informsyion call (845) 569-2101 or §
log onto the web site at www.hvvfa.org.
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. MEV JERSEY STATE FIRST AID COUNCIL 2004 CONVENTION, Thursday, October 14 through Sunday, October 17 at the
‘Mavele Grande Resort & Country Club, Ellenville, NY. For information check the web site at www.njsfacorg.

T

TR

VITAL SIGNS CONFERENCE 2004, Friday Octeber 29 through Sunday, October 31 at the Buffalo Convention Center, Buf-
fallo, NY. Sponsored by the NYS DOH Bureau of EMS. includes general sessions, workshops, exhibits and owards banquet. [
For information contact Donna Gerard at {51 8)402 0996 ext 3 or web site www.health.state.ny.us/nysdoh/ems/vitalsigns.
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