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A Message from Our President

| want to wish everyone a happy New Year and hope you
had a areat holiday.

This year our focus must be insuring that dedicated funding
is renewed for EMS. As you may be aware, the progrom
that fund EMS expires June 30, 2003. New York State is
projecting a significant budget deficit and the Governor is
saying that oll programs will be ¢cut. Cur future relies on
the ability of our members to receive the training they need
to continue the vital work we do. In the neor future we will
be asking ali our members fo contact their legisiators and
express to them the importance of renewing this fundiag.

Michael J. Mastrianni, Jr.
Prasident, NYS VA&RA

| am pieased to report that pregress has been made on the EMS “Tree of Life” line of
duty Memorial. It appears that ground will be broken this year during EMS Week and
the hepe is that it will be compieted and dedicated during EMS Week next year. If you
have any suggestions such as designs, inscriptions, et¢. please forward them to me. Our
thanks go out to State Senator John Bonacic, Assemblyman Robert Sweeney and the NYS
EMS Council particularly Joehanno Flanigan and the late Harriet Weber as well as Victor
Weork of Walkill VAC for ail their suppert and effarts on this project.

Plans for the Convention are progressing well. The specker schedule is aimost complete
and wiil be made available shortly.

On a sad note, our Convention Chairperson Kuntree Sweet, recently lost both of her por-
ents due to illness. Our deepest condolences go out to Kuntree, Roy and her family.

If there are any specific issues that you would like the Association to address or if we can
he of any assistance, as always piease do not hesitate to contact us,

Once ogoin, thank you for all your help and support. BE SAFE!

. Mike
Work Phone {845}627-8613 or e-mail: seamast@aol.com
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Decontaminaling First Responders

The threat of Chemical, Biological and Radioclogi-
cal (CBR) attack is apparent, and all first responders need
to be prepared to address this possibiliry, First respond-
ers have been called upon to respond to every terrorist
attack in North America. Their first priority os fire and res-
cue service personnel is the safety of all emergency per-
sonnel to avoid injury or toss of life. Randy Lawsoen (NIST)
and Chief Ted Jarboe {Montgomery County Fire and Res-
cue, Maryland) teamed up to consolidate CBR decontami-
nation guidelines into a single report, sponsored in part by
the USFA, The report, NIST SP 981, Aid for Decontamina-
tion of Fire and Rescue Service Protective Clothing and
Equipment After Chemical, Biological, and Radiological
Exposures, pravides first responders with basic emergency
decontamination aid of personal protective clothing and
equipmen. (PPE) in the event that it is exposed to CBR con-
tamination. The report provides some basic guidelines for
handiing equipment exposed to relatively lower ¢concen-
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tration CBR environments where human rescue is practical.
NFPA 1971, Standard on Protective Ensembles for Structural
Fire Fighting and other NFPA (National Fire Protection Asso-
ciation) standards are discussed. It is recommended that all
relevant NFPA standards be kept with the NIST report.
Guidelines for storing protective clothing and equipment
safely after o CBR exposure also are included. A PDF copy
of NIST Special Publication 98 1may be downleaded frem o
link at www.fire.gov

For anyone in cold geographic regions or areas that
have temperafyre extremes, another report may be of inter-
est: Guidelines for Cold Weather Mass Decontamination Duyr-
ing o Terrorist Chemical Agent Incident {published by
SBCCOM) the US Army Soldier and Biclogica! Chemical
Command. It has information on cold weather contamination.
The report was published on 12 April 2002 and to download
it from their web she, go to: https//www,.shccom.army.mil/;
next, click on SBCCOM ONLINE and search the report title.

Rand Completes Emergency Responder Needs Study

In the aftermath of the September 11, 2001 at-

tacks, the National Institute for Occupational Safety and
Health {NIOSH) asked RAND to assess the equipment, train-
ing and information required to protect emergency re-
sponders as they meet the increased challenges of protect-
ing their communities in the event of acts of terrorism.
The RAND report, Protecting Emergency Responders: Les-
sons Learned from Terrorist Attacks, summarizes the results
of o conference held in New York City on Dec. 9-11, 2002,
and organized by the RAND Science and Technolegy Policy
Institvte, Participants were emergency workers from around
the country who responded to the bombing of the Alfred E.
Murroh Building in Oklohoma City, the September 11 at-
tacks on the World Trade Center and the Pentagon, and
the anthrax incidents that occurred during autumn 2001,

The report features first-person accounts from at-
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tendees. For example, according to one of the participat-
ing firefighters, "Firefighting equipment is designed well for
firefighting operations that typically last 30 minutes, 40
minutes, or an hour. But when you have fires burning for
six, eight, nine weeks, bunker gear gets to be pretty cum-
bersome.” The conference participants offered concrete
recommendations to address the challenges and improve
response copabilities. The apparent tradeoff between the
level of protection provided by equipment and the discom-
fort and physical burden the equipment placed upon those
using it was looked upon os an area in need of R&D. Di-
recting R&D toward advanced respirators, clothing, sensors,
and other safety gear may be able to reduce that trade-
off. Other areas suggested by the conference discussions
include applications of information technology and commu-
nications systems for better management of worker sofety
at disaster sites ond continued emphasis on technologies for
locating responders buried or trapped under rubble. The
study points out that technology transfer ¢can help reduce
personal protective equipment costs by spreading R&D out-
lays across a larger user community. It can also speed.the
introduction of new technologies to the emergency-response
community. Byt the emergency-response community also has
special safety needs that may not be adequately met
through technology transfer alone,

The report may be viewed and downlooded, free
of charge, from the RAND web site http:/ /www.rand.org/
publications/CF/CF176/.




Fire Districts of New York Mutual Insurance Company. inc.

No matter how tough it gets,
we are there for you.

FDM was founded in 1978 by a group of fire districts. 1n reaction o
dissatisfaction with the State Insurance Fund. For 20 vears. our
mission has been to provide benevolem claim service — the maximum
benefits allowable under New York State VFBL and VAWBL laws
— to 1njured volunteer firefighters and ambulance workers.

We believe that the lasi thing the brave men and women who fight
fires or provide emergency services should have to worry about is
their insurance coverage. We provide coverage based on 100% loss
of earning capacity for all members. We're expenenced and respon-
sive, here to process claims promptly and fairly and keep vour orga-
nization well informed on the status of claims.

FDM service advantages;

Prompt. courteous 24-hour claim service

100% loss of eaming capacity for all covered members
Coverage starts immediately upon call out

FDMCcARE - assisted medical care

Unlimited employers’ liability coverage

Loss control services

Timely medical activity and claim experience reporis
All policyholders are protected by the New York State
(Guarantee Fund

Call 1-888-314-3004 for more information about our
benevolent claim coverage.

Fire Districts 501 South Main Street
of New York Spring Valley,
Mutual Insurance New York 10977

Company, Inc. Tel: 888-214-3004

SENEVOLE e L NS ERYICE—
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Pulse Check 2002

2002-2003 ASSOCIATION OFFICERS

Elections for Officers was held at Pulse check, congratule-
tions to the new officers for 2002-2003,

President Michae! Mastrianni

Executive Vice President Roy Sweet
Vice President Henry Ehrhardt
Financial Secretary Tim Ryan
Secretary Tracy Abamont
Treasurer lean Gourley
DUES

The Board of Directors voted to increase squad dues by
10% from $50.00 per year to $55.00 per year. District
dues are added to this amount. State Association portion
for individual dues remain at $6.00 per year with District
dues odded. Piedse send it membership renewals.

DRILL RESULTS
EMT - Senior Team Competition

15t Place Wantagh-Levittown VAC Buddahs
2nd Place Bayshore-Brightwaters VAC Fallen Angels
3rd Place Bayshore-Brightwaters VAC ACME EMS

Also competing were:
Exchange Ambulance of the Islips EMS
Mid County VAC

CFR - Youth Team Competition

1st Place Bayshore-Brightwaters VAL Ditzy Revivers
2nd Place Bayshore-Brightwaters YAC Septic Shocks
3rd Place Wantagh-Levittown VAC Misfits

Also competfing: Exchange Ambulonce of the islips Exit
Wounds
Glendale VAC Trouma Momos
Manorville VAC Bod Squad
Glen Oaks VAC ChaCha Skiders
Huntington Community FAS Hot Shots
The NOVICE TROPHY was awarded to Huntingten Commu-
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nity FAS Hot Shots
AMBULANCE DRILLS

1st Place Bayshore-Brightwaters VAC Fallen Angeis
2nd Place Exchange Ambulance of the Istips EMS
3rd Place Wantagh-Levitown VAC Buddha Blues

Also competing: MidCounty YAC Senfar Extremes

SPECIAL AWARDS
Leadership Award
Robert Franz, Huntington Community FAS

EMS Person of the Year
Michael Chiarelli, Huntington Community FAS

Educator of the Yeor
Mark Brenner, Huntingion Community FAS

Medicol Director of the Yeor
Michae! Lippe, MD, FACEQ, Good Samaritan Hospital,
Suffern

Unit Citation
Huntington Community FAS Bike Unit

Presidential Award
Mickey & Barbara Favino, Newburgh Rescue Supply Com-
pany

Resulis of the drill held at PULSE CHECK 2001 was made
official, the 2001 Championships since no follow up was
subsequently held. The winners were:

15t Place Whitestone VAC
2nd Piace Wantagh-Levittown VAC
3rd Place Mid-County VAL
’ The 48th Annual Educatonal
PULSEI CHE{CK 2003 Conference and Trade Show

oL
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October 3 through 5 at
Roaring Brook Conference Center
Lake George, New York
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Legislative News

The following is an excerpt from o letter sent to the Associa-
tion Vice-President Henry Ehrhardt:

This year working with your organization we were successful
in bringing to fruiticn the following new laws and programs:

+ 0 new “Local Enhanced Wireless 11 Program”, the pro-
gram is designed to help municipalities offset cost associ-
ated with the implementation of enhanced wireless 911
service

+ the State Budget includes $2 million in funding for the Vol-
unteer Recruitment Service Scholarship Program to boost
the ranks of firefither and ambulance volunteers by offer-
ing free college tuition

+ this year the Senate and Governor have followed the As-
sembly’s lead and have supported the creation-of a “Tree
of Life" memorial to honor fallen EMS personnel. This
monument will serve to honor and acknowledge those he-
roes who have made the supremen sacrifice. Since 1972,
more that two dozen emergency service workder are
known to have died in the line of duty. That includes eight
emergency {(medicacl) service workers whe died at the
World Trade Center on September 11.

Winter Issue

+ Property Tax Exempticons for
Volunteer Emergency service
providers were extended to
an additional eight counties

+ Legislation passed both
tiouses to amend the Service
Award Program to permit
program sponsars to develop
a policy to address service interruptions caused by mon-
dotory overtime as a result of September 11th

« | hove filed legislation A.11345/8.7440 which seeks to
increase the payments available for funeral expenses and
death benefits payable to the surviving families of volun-
teer ambulance workers who have been killed in the line
of duty,

Thanks for your cooperation and assistance in these efforts.

oL

Legisiative Committes
Howard Caliman, Chair

Robert K. Sweeney, Chair
Assembly Subcommittee on Velunteer
Ambulance /Emergency Services

United States Postal Service has Volunteer Opportunities Online

The United States Postal Service and Youth Service
Americo are parmering to promote Get lnvolved Americal,
o database of volunteering opporiunities on SERVEnet.org
for Americons of all ages. The mission of Youth Service
America is to strengthen the effectiveness, sustainability and
scale of the youth service movement. Founded in 19864, YSA
envisions o powerful network of erganizations committed to
making service the common expectation and experience of
all young Americans. The goal is 1o have volunteer opportu-
nities avallable for every ZIP Code in the United States.

The public, when they log on to www.usps.com to

find o ZIP code, see a bax on the FIND ZIP CODE page that
they can check 1o be referred to volunteer opportunities
within 10 miles of their ZIP code. They can also use an ad-
vanced search that exponds the area or limits the volunteer
preferences.

Nonprofit organizations can log on to
www.ysa.org/usps.himl and follow the prompts from the link
ot Post Opportunities for volunteers on SERVEnet.org. to reg-
ister their organizotion enter volunteer opportunities plus
press releases, events and other information.

Mike J. Mastrianni, Jr. Featured at JEMS 2003 EMS Today

As part of the pre-conference program,
NYSVA&RA President Mike Mastrianni will be one of the
presenters of the two day Volunteer/Nonprofit EMS Lead-
ership Academy on Tuesday March 18, 2003 and Wednes-
day March 19, 2003. This one of g kind leadership and
management course seeks to provide current and future
leaders of community based EMS organizations with essen-
tial information needed for leading ond managing for suc-
cess. Topics to be covered include: budgeting, insurance,

recruitment, retention, FLSA, legalities, conflict resolution,
billing, fund raising, combination (paid & volunteer) de-
partments, ete. The 2003 EM3 Today Conference & Expo-
sitiont will be held in Philedeiphie, PA and will run Thursday
March 20, 2003 through Saturday March 22, 2003 pro-
viding three doys of education, networking, continuing edu-
cation and exhibits, To request a conference brochure log
onto the JEMS web site at www.jems.com or coll (800]
266-5367,
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9/11 Grants Help Volunteers

The NY Community Trust established the September
1 1th Fund immedictely after the Warld Trade Center attacks.
It has mode 213 grants tetaling $27 5,867,000 renging from
$3,500 to $130,000,000 to meet the immediate needs of
victims, families and affected communities. Many of the
grants went for services such cs counseling, job training, legal
advice and cash ossistance. For seven months the Fund ac-
cepted proposals from non-profit organizations for reim-
bursement of costs incurred in providing assistance to victims
and their familles or in assisting the rescue efforts at Ground
Zero, the Pentagon or Shanksville, PA. The volunteer EMS
ond rescue organizations that received grants are:
NYSVA&RA NYC Region Community EMS Fund: $937,000 -
To reploce volurteer ambulances destroyed and equipment
and supplies lest or domaged at the World Trade Center

Winter lssue

and provide funds to cover system issues and cosfs associated
with increased demands pleced on the city's volunteer EMS
providers in the wake of 9/11.

Cenfral Pork Medical Unit: $15,607 - To reimburse for costs
associated with the organization's response on 9/11 and its
donation of surplus medical supplies to hospitals in lower
Manhattan,

Chevra Hatzoloh: $200,000 - To replace one (1) ambulance
destroyed and repair nine {?) ambulances damaged on
/11,

Shanksville (PA} VFD: $10,470 - For costs associated with its
response to the crash of Unifed Airlines Flight 23 in Somerset
County, PA. Grant paid for hoses, nozzles, equipment as wefl
as food and supplies for fire fighters working of the scene.

Recently Issued NYS DOH Policy Statements

02-05 10/29/02 PREHOSPITAL CARE REPORTS (PCRs)
Supercedes 85-01 and 96-01 and covers when 1o complete o
PCR, information entry, distribution of copies, confideatiality
ond disclosure of personal healthecare information and disposi-
tion codes.

02-09 8/29/02 NEEDLESTICK AND SHARPS INJURIES
Provides advanced life support {ALS) EMS agencies with an
explanation of the recent revisions to the United States De-
partment of Labor, Occypationci Health and Safety Admini-
stration (OSHA) reguiations and the Needlestick Safety and
Preventian Act which required that OSHA revise the Blood-
borme Pathogen standard to add the following components:

- Provide new examples in the definition of engineering con-
trols.

- Require that exposure control plans reflect how employers
implement a needlestick safety and prevention program.

- Requires the employer to solicit input from direct patient care
employees in tha identification, evaluation and selection of
safer needle devices and work proctices.

- Require employers to establish ond meintain a log of sharps
related injuries.

Topics covered include: Engineering Controls, Revision to the
Exposure Control Plan (ECP), Sharps Injury Log, Selection of
Safer Medical Devices, Training and Education on the Use of
Sofer Devices. The Policy Statement does not supercede or
take precedence over ony guidance that OSHA or New York
State Pubiic Employee Sofety ond Heclhh {PESH) mey pro-
vide. :

02-10 09/12/02 COURSE FUNDING

Addresses emergency medical services {EMS] course reim-
bursement and replaces policies 95-02, 5-05, 98-07, 99-05
and Q0-05 and is effective for approved EMS certification
courses beginning on or after August 1, 2002, Key changes:

- Practical skill examingtion rotes hove been increased for all

certification levels.,

- The Raupid Recertification administrative fee has been re-

duced but the practical skill rates hove been increased.

- EMT-B Original course reimbursement has increased to

$700.00 from $600.00. The EMT-B Refresher course reim-

bursement has decreased to $335.00 from $415.00. Para-

medic Original course reimbursement rate has increased to

$1,500.00 from $1,200.00,

- AED funding hos been eliminoted os training has been
incorporated inte all appropricte cyrricula.

- Course Sponsors must mointain financial records documenting

the use of EMS tuition reimbursement funds.

- The reimbyrsement policy limits reimbursement for student's

tuition costs 1o no more than two courses within a 12-month pe-

riod. No more than one of the two reimbursable courses con

be an Advanced EMT original certification course.

- A section on "Financial Penahies” has been added.

02-11  09/25/02 PREVENTIVE MAINTENANCE OF EMS VE-
HICLES AND EQUIPMENT: Provides guidance in meeting Part
800.21(p)(8) requirement to have policies regording preven-
tive maintenance for EMS vehicles and equipment, Covers use
of owners manuols, what equipment should be inspected and
documentation of inspections and maintenance in logs. Person-
aily owned vehicles operated as Emergency Ambulance Serv-
ice Vehicles and their equipment shauld be covered by
agency inspaction and maintenace procedures. Agencies are
reminded that oll vehicle and equipment failures that did or
could have resulted in ham 1o 6 potient must be reported to
DOH with the EMS service's biennial recertification application.

Full text of all current NYS DOH Policy Statements con be
viewed online at www.health.state.ny.us/nysdoh/ems/publaw.
htm
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In Memorium

The foliowing members were
remembered during the Me-
moridl Service

District 2
E. John Commolini
Somers VED

Dristrict 4
James W. Alexander
BRAVO VAC
Cathy Brown
Glen Ocaks VAC
Joseph Gruber
Glendale VAC
Neif Hoffman
lamaica Estates-Helliswood-
South Bayside YAC
Lori Marx
Glen Oaks VAC
Judith C. Rose
Peninsulo VAC
Richard Pearlman
Forest Hills VAC - LODD-
WTC

Patricia Wilz
Jomaica Estates-Holliswood-
South Bayside VAC

District 5
Evelyn Drew
Town of Highlonds VAC
Mary C. Weber
Marbletown First Aid Unit

District 7
Frank Bianco
Huntington Community FAS
Joan Badll
Huntington Community FAS
Jeanne Brockman
Huntington Community FAS
brian Crews
Exchange Ambulance of the
Islips & Bayshore-
Brightwaters Rescue Amb.
Robert DeVeau
Huntington Cormmunity FAS
Leroy Jaret
Huntington Community FAS

Winter issue

Adrian Gollubier
Huntington Community FAS
Kay Kuschner

Huntington Community FAS Eimont YFD

Anna LaVasqgue Thomas Langone
Bayshore-Brightwaters Rescue  Roslyn Rescue, LODD-WTC

Edward Gerherty
Elmont VFD, LODD-WTC

George Hogan

Ambulance Pete Langone

Robert Marone Roslyn Rescue, LODD-WTC
Huntington Community FAS Robert Mayer

Harold Molinelli Elmont YFD

Huntington Community FAS Andrew Mierdiercks

Dr. Joseph Paimieri Elmont YFD

Huntington Community FAS

Rebert Pursons District 18

Central Islip-Houppauge YAC Joseph Biondi

Christine Schmidt Whitestone Community VAS
Huntington Comymunity FAS Grace B. Herald

Ben Wolnick Whitestone Community VAS
Bayshore-Brightwaters Rescue Raymond Hershaft

Ambulance Whitestone Community VAS
Dominick Mileo
District 12 Whitestone Community YAS

Manfred Waldheim
Whitestone Community YAS

James Convy
Elmont VFDAI, Roslyn Rescue,
LODD

New York State EMS Council (NYSEMSCO)
Henry Ehrhardt, NYSVARA Delegate

«+ A Bill has been signed that creates o wireless authority to give
direction/oversight to dispatch centers. There are three EMS
pasitions on that group appointed by the Govemor,

+ Supporting and working for renewal of the dedicated EMS
fund.

+ SEMAC — g handout is being sent out regarding Bio-Terrorism
that says EMTs should proctice normal protective prevention
procedures, as one would with other blood or airbome issves.
Basic level of equipment being recommended is the N-100
mask. [t will alse require that services comply with OSHA stan-
dards regarding fit testing, Each region should be involved
vary closely with the local plans, Local REMSCO and REMAC
neads to be part of the planning process.

+ The N95 respirator mask is the appropriate PPE for airborne
disease, i.e. TB, smallpox, etc.

«+ A disaster preparedness course is being developed by the Co-
lumbia School of Public Health and plicted in NYC. H was felt
that an EMS approach to that progrom should clso be devel-
oped.

+ The Department has prepared first response chemical and big-
logicat cards which are currently being printed.

+ Committee will be established to look at Mutual Aid in State
Disasters. There is no written protocol or procedures in place.
There needs to be agreament at the state, county and local

levels in ploce for future events. Regional plans can be done
locally, end state would like to have a product in six months.

+ Traumo review of the Hospital Trauma System in NYC has been
done. Cther regions will be reviewed in the future. Trauma is
a system issue and it wili be looked at regional system by sys-
tem.

+ New CFR Protocol has been compieted for review by SEMAC,

+ A motion passed to adopt the NHTSA EMT refresher program
as the NYS EMT refresher progrom.

+ A five year CME pilot program s in the final draft stages.
Panicipants in the program will be based on EMS cgency af-
filiation.

+ Passed to overturn Nassau County REMSCO approval to allow
RIV Transport Inc. application to operate an ambulance service.

+ Decided to uphold NYC REMSCO approval of the ROCK VAC
application for new ambulance service,

+ Legisiative — motion to support two house bills {A-5433 ond $-
2134) which would authorize the county EMS coordinators and
their deputies to be authorized 1o have emergency equipment
{lights/siren} on their vehicle,

+ Proposed legislation for EMS/Fire Criminc! Impersonation to be
added to the Penal Low.

+ The eight EMS personnel killed ot WTC will be assigned a per-

{Continued on page 12}
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Red Cross and American Heart Courses Accepted as Equivalent

in June, 2002 the American Red Cross and American
Heart Associction signed o Statement of Understanding recog-
nizing each other’s student jevel CPR training pregrams as
eqguivalent in contemt, This collaboration will allow Red Cross
Chapters and AHA state and local offiliates to provide informa-
tion and recognition of the other's training to bioth instructors and

Red Cross AED Essential Course

The AED Essentiols module has been made available to
Red Cross instructors to give individueis currently certified in
Adult CPR the knowledge and skills necessary ta provide care
for victims of sudden cardiac arrest through the sofe use of an
automaoted external defibrillator. To enroll in a stand clone tweo
(2} hour AED Essenticis course, participants must hold o current
American Rad Cross Adult CPR certificate or equivalent. The
module can also be added to eny Red Cross course that teaches
Adult CPR. Instructors will need the AED Essentials Instructor's

end users. The agreement covers adult, child and infant CPR
courses, AED courses, CPR for the Professional Rescuer and
BLS for Healthcare Providers courses. The Red Cross, how-
ever, will only recognize Heart Association certificates for the
same 1 yeor validity periods as it provides on its own CPR
centificates.

Outiine, which their locol chapser can downlead from Cross-
Met in either Word or PDF versions, and either the Work-
place Training: Standeard First Aid Video or the AED Essentials
Video. Participants will need the Adult CPR/AED Skills Card.

This new module comes at a time as schoel districts in
New York are mcquiring AEDs mondated under o recently
passed state low. School medical staff and sports coaches
already have CPR training and will need only the brief AED
Essential caurse to upgrade their skills.

Red Cross Gets New President & Revamps Fund Raising Practices

Marsha Johnson took over effective August 5, 2002 as
President and CEQ of the Red Cross. Ms. Johnson previously
headed the Girl Scouts of Americe and before that served 29
years in the U5 Navy retiring with the rank of Rear Admiral.

The Red Cross has been criticized for mentioning specific
disasters in its fund roising advertisements and [iteratyre but then
using the donatians received for other purpeses including the
salaries of its chief executives. Dr. Bernadine Healey, the most
recent President resigned on Novmeber 10, 2001 amid criticism
from donors, victims and government officials of the ARC's ad-
ministration of September 11th donations and unwillingness to
colloborate with other nonprofit groups. Recently, the San Di-
ego chapter's entire board was removed because of criticism of
its handling of more than $400,000 in the wake of the 2001
Alpine fire. A local newspaper reported on oudit revealed that

most of the money went 10 overhecd rather than victims.
ARC's (EIN 53-01946605) Form 990 for fiscal year ending
June 30, 2000 shows thot 2,888 employees were paid over
$50,000 including then CEQ A. Frank Donaghue who re-
ceived over $300,000 and at least 3 other executives who
received over $250,000 each.

New ARC fund raising guidelines include a more
prominent statement that "You can help the victims of this dis-
aster and thousands of other disosters across the country..” as
well as o trigger point where if it appears contributions made
around the time of o particular disaster may exceed the cost
of the anticipated disaster assistance, potential donors wiil be
advised of such and encouraged to denate to tocal chapter
relief funds. While maintaining a policy of honering all donor
designations, the ARC will continue to promote undesignated

giving.

New KKK Ambulance Specifications Issued

The U3 General Services Administration hos issued Fed-
eral Specification for the "Star-of-Life" Ambulance Version KKK-A-
1822E, dated June 1, 2002. This document supercedes KKK-A-
18220, dared November 1, 1924 and includes numerous changes
intended to provide for a more reliable, functionel, and safer am-
bulance. Further, this revision includes notes, notices and wamings
to inferm purchasers of particularly imponant areas that can di-
rectly impact safety, reliability, and the abllity of the ambulance to
complete its mission,

The purpose of the document is to describe ambulances
which are authorized to display the Star of Life symbol. It estab-
lishes minimum specifications, test parcmeters and essential criferia
for ambulance design, perfermance, equipment, appearance and
provides a practical degree of standardization. The object is to
provide ambulances that are nationally recognized, properiy con-
structed, easily mointained and when professionaily staffed and
provisioned, will function relicbly in prehospital or other mebile

emergency medical service.

Contrary to some beliefs, Section 3.6.3 does permit
the use of gasoline engines in ambulances. However, because
of the severe operating conditions to which an ambulance is
exposed, the use of a gasoline engine results in substontially
higher underhood and under vehicte temperatures which could
seriously impoct vehicle reliability, dependability, safety and
may result in some manufacturer's (Ford) chassis warranty being
voided.

Copies of the specification may be downloaded af no
cost from the infernet at fss.gsa.gov/vehicles/buying, Printed
copies of the 110 page document con also be ordered from:
US General Services Administration, Centralized Mailing List
Service
501 West Felix Street, Warehouse 9, South End
PO Box 6477, Forth Worth, TX 76115-6477
Telephone: {817) 334-5215 E-mail:omls@gso.gov
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NYC Disaster Mobilization Plan

The EMS community's initial response to the World
Trade Center on September 11th exhibited little coordination
and control. At one point there were over 250 ambulances
staged olong West Street from as far away s Louisiane and
Conada. One NYC private ambulance service clone had 96
ambulances ot the incident or staging areas. A few communities
across NYS had their EMS resources stripped and local officials
had fittle knowledge of whet was remaining in the counties. Of-
ficials say they have knowledge of at least one patient death in
NYC that moy be atiributed to an ambulance responding to the
WTC rather than staying available, There was also some bock-
log of rautinge 911 calls across the ity that were not being re-
sponded to in a timely fashion because of all the resources com-
mitted to the WTC.

The Regional EMS Council of NYC was charged by the
NYS DOH with developing o Regional Protogol to cover future
maijor incidents and prevent "freelancing”. An overview pre-
sented involves a two stage response plan to be triggered by a
request from the NYC Mayor's Office of Emergency Manage-
ment. EMS rescurces outside the NYC 2?11 system's capabilities
to cover a major incident would initiclly be requested from the
private companies which have over 700 vehicles available. A
major NYC hospital which has a 24 hour 7 day a week EMS and
dispatch operation hos offered the use of its facility to be the
contact point from QEM. The call would then be made to one or
more privote companies to send X number of ambulances te
central location and these ambulances would then be depioyed
as "task forces" 1o the incident location(s). Volunteer ambulance
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personnel would be expected to respond to their squad
headquarters and provide coverage for their communities
and ofter that is ensured could put additional ambulances
towards the disaster response.
The following points are being strongly emphasized:
- The first responsibilty of a NYC volunteer EMS squad s to
provide coverage of its iocal service area. Once that is en-
sured mutual aid rescurces con be sent to other aregs i re-
quested.
- FEMA and NYS witl not consider or provide reimbursement
for injuries, losses or expenses if the EMS organization was
not officially requested 1o respond 1o the incident,
- YVAWBL and VFBL insurance are only in effect if o VAC or
VFD was officially requested to respond to o mutual aid inci-
dent.
- NYPD will control access to an incident to ensure only re-
quested or authorized EMS agencies aliowed entry.
- NYS DOM will enforce the protocel. If it finds an ambulance
"freelancing” at an incident it will be sent back to its greq, o
violation notice will be written and a fine of $2,000 will be
imposed on the EMS organization.

Lote in 2002 the NYC REMSCO adopted a Mutual
Aid Mobilization Protocs|, Procedure and Memorandum of
Understonding. Hatzolgh and District 4 haove some concerns
about some of the wording in paris of these documents. [t is
felt that clarification of some of these documents is needed in
order to avoid potentiat future confusion or contradiction con-
cerning other mutuai gid agreements, reguiations, etc.

Governor Pataki and HHS Secretary Announce Approval of Bioterror Plan

On June 6, 2002 Governor George E. Pataki joined
Health and Human Services Secretary Tommy G. Thompson in on-
nouncing that New York State's bioterrorism response plon has
been approved by the federal government, paving the woy for
the full distribution of $60 million in federal funding.

The Governor dlse announced that, as part of a compre-
hensive fraining and education pian for first responders, New York
is distributing bioterrer response information cards to each of the
more than 70,000 physicians ceross New York State. The bioter-
rorism rapid response cord highlights 12 diseases, including smuall-
pox, anthrox, plague, botulism, tlaremic and virat hemorrhagic
fever, thot are coused by eorganisms considered by the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevertion to be the most likaty bioterrorist
weapons. Jince these diseases are rore ond may be unfamiliar to
many doctors, the card was designed fo provide easily accessible
information on the diseases’ symptoms, tests used for diagnosis,
and treament. Physicians have o eritical role in the early recogni-
fion and immedicte reperting of ilinesses that may represent o bio-
terrorist event. The card alse instructs physicians to be alert for
cues thar may suggest o bioterrorism event, such as a sudden in-
crease in the number of peaple seeking care, especially patients
with fever, respiratory or gastroimestinal symptoms. Physicions are
instructed o immedigtely report ony urusual illnesses fo their local
hechh department.

Each of New York's counties will receive funding, based

upon their population, to expond their bioterrorism fighting ca-
pocity. The amounts range from $75,000 for Hamilton County
to $1,419,349 for Suffolk County.

Each hospital outside of New York City will alse re-
ceive $10,000 ro assist in their bioterrorism preparedness ef-
forts. New York City hospitals will receive funding from the
federal cllocation o the city. These funds can be used for staff
training and educotion, equipment purchases or to support other
bioterrorism preporedness related activitias,

Six to eight regional referral centers will also be es-
tablished (via o competitive process) with each center receiving
between $150,000 1o $250,000. An additiona! $200,000 will
be given to the Iroquois Hedlthcare Alliance to create new rural
bioterrorism preparedness demonstration projects.

In addition to county governments and hospitals, sev-
eral New York State hedalth care organizations will also receive
funding to bolster the State's anti-terrorism afforts
Medical Soclety of the State of New York (MSSNY), $875,000
NYS Nurses Association, $100,000
Heaithcare Associafion of NYS (HANYS), $75,000
Greater New Yotk Hospital Association (GNYHA), $ 75,000
Community Health Center Association of NYS, $50,000
Home Care Association, $100,000
Public Health Association of New York State, $50,000
Dental Society of the State of New York, $25,000
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Bits from Around the State and Beyond

TUXEDQ VAC in Orange
County provided on site
EMS coverage for the NY
Renaissance Faire held at
Sterling Forest, NY on week-
e o ends from early August
SR A theough mid September.

- ~" Thowsands oftend each
weekend with many dressed
in medieval costumes as such

royalty, knights, barbarians, ete. TVAC BLS personnel staff on

aid station and mobile resoyrges include foot taams, bike units
and an ATY. Supplemental ALS caverage for the Faire is pro-
vided by Rockland Paramedic Services.

MONROE COUNTY PLANS NEW RADIO SYSTEM. At a recent
presentation that was widely attended by the valunteer fire
departments, it was announced that the present dispatch system
will be modified in 2004 inte narrow band radic chonnel op-
erations. This change will render most base stations and
pagers absolete. Each fire and EMS agency wiil be responsi-
ble for their own system. The county has no plans o provide
pagers as it presently does. By receiving this information,
agencies wifl have sufficient time o budget for the new equip-
ment. A full report on the evems and 1997 report prompting
the sweeping change is online at www.mornroecounty.gov/
aboutme/emssummary.stm

ROCKLANL PARAMEDIC SERYICE EMERGENCY RESPONSE
TRAILER — Stationed on Route 303 in West Nyack, Rockland
County is a new MCI/Disaster Response Trailer belonging to
Rockiand Paramedic Services, a private company started in
1991, which works with the county’s volurtaer EMS services to
provide ALS coverage to Roddand's five towns. The trailer
contains medical supplies, medicine, communications & computer
equipmernt, food & water, generators, lights and o tent ena-
bling # to operate independemtly for up to 24 hours and treat
up to 1,000 people if there is o biomedical incident. The esti-
mated cost of the setup is $15,000. As part of its prepared-
nass plan, Rockland Paramedic Service has also established o
35 member special operctions division.

HUDSON VALLEY REGIONAL EMS COUNCIL issued a REMAC
Advisory on September 20, 2002 stating that HY REMAC does
not authorize AEMTs to draw blood pursuant to NYS Vehicte &
Traffic Law Section 1194(4) which indicates that an Advanced
Emergency Madical Technician may "withdraw bloed for the
purpose of determining the alocholic or drug coment...” "(ajt
the request of a police officer..under the supervision and at
the direction of a physidan...” The Advisory is at odds with
NYS DOH Policy Statement 01-03 issued May B, 2001 which
says "Each REMAC should develop protocols which aflow the
advanced EMT 1o draw blood samples at the request of o po-
lice officer.” The roll-out of the Prehospital Pediatric Care

Course {PPCC) course is scheduled for the March/April 2003
time period.

MONRCOE YOILUNTEER EMS fAMBULANCE In Orange County has
joinad the growing number of squads ceross the nation that has
gone to paid staff to cover calls when their volunteers are ot
their fuil time jobs. Founded in 1946, the squad has 50 valun-
teers who opercte three {3} Type il ambulances and one BLS
First Response Vehicle answering B0 to 100 calls a month. Ear-
fier this year with aver $100,000 in support from the Monroe
Town Baoerd, paid EMTs were hired to cover the Monday to Fri-
day day tours. Tuxedo, Blooming Grove, Highlands and ‘Walikill
are other nearby towns that atso employ poid EMTs or Para-
medics to help fill their day shifts.

MIDSTATE REGIONAL EMS COUNCIL ANNOUNCES AWARDS

The Midstate Emergency Medical Services Region, en-
compassing Oneida, Madison and Herkimer courties, honored six
Emergency Medical Tedchnicians, one Ambulance Corps and sev-
eral hospital staffer for their dedication to emergency care. The
awards were anpounced at the 12th Anruo!l Midsiate Regioncl
EMS Bonquet held on May 17, 2002 ot the Twin Ponds Golf and
Coutry Club in New York Mills,

The Mohowk Yatlay Ambulance Corps (MOYAC) in Mo-
hawk wos named EMS Agency of the Year. MOVAC waos recog-
nized for serving as a model emergency responder. With more
than 50 troined EMTs and Paramedics, and four ambulances,
MOVAC responded ta 1,937 calls for assistance in 2001,

EMTs /EMT-Ps of the Year included: :

- Oneida County BLS Provider of the Year: Margaret Lamandia,
Lee Center Fire Depanmert.

- Oneida County ALS Provider of the Year: Kit DiStafane, whe
warks full-time ot AmCare and part-time at Vineall, and who has
donated numerous hours of instruction to the health care commu-
nity.

- Madison County BLS Provider of the Year: David Sayder,
Southem Madison County VAC.

- Herkimer County BLS Provider of the Year: Kathy DeVincenzi,
Qld Forge Fire Deportment.

- Herkimer County ALS Provider of the Year: Deborah Russell, an
EMS and fire dispatcher who coordinates the annuat fire school
in Oid Forge, and who has been involved in the training of new
EMTs in the North Country for mere thon a decade.

Dan Broadel, Waterville Ambulance & Faxton-5t. Luke's
Heclthcare EMS Program and clinical coordinater for the Mid-
state Region, received the EMS Laadership of the Year Award
for leadership in education. Janet Preme, a registered nurse in
the Emergency Deparment ot Rome Memorial Hospital, has
been named Nurse of Excellence for 2002 for har work with
EMS parsonnel. She was cited for her role as @ vatued instructor
for students performing clinical rotations in the Emergency De-
pariment and for her attention to patient care. Dr, John Rubin,
an emergency physician at St. Elizabeth Medical Center, has

{Continved on page 11}
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Third Party Billing Reminders

Cerfified Ambulance Group {CAG), @ major supplier of Medi-
care, Medicaid, auta personal injury and general insurdance bill-
ing services to nonprofit ambulance services hos issued o re-
minder about items needed on a run form, The items include:

- Patient's full nome [first name and last name) no abbreviations.
- Complete moiling address. Please try io include the ZiP code.
- Date of service.

- Time of service is very important and should be on every run
form.

- Pick up locotion is & must, ZIP code is CRITICAU Show sireet #,
city and ZiP. Do not show simply decter's office, medical build-
ing, McDonalds, Exit 39, etc. for pick-up locotions without the
street # /city /zip.

- Drop off tocation (hospital, nursing home, rehab cemter, resi-
dence, etc).

- Reason for transport.

- Secial Security Number is great to have. A run report can be

More Bits From Around the State

feommued from Page 10/

been named Physician of Excellence for 2002 for his support of
EMS personnel as a vital part of the patient care team. The
award cited, among other things, his readiness fo instruct and
teach EMS personnel to help provide bener patient care. Phyliis
Ellis, RN, a vice president ot 5t. Elizabeth Medical Center, was
given the Willis DeKing Award for her "commitmers and dedica-
tion to the growth and development of EMS in the Onreida-
Herkimer-Madison region.” Ellis chairs the EMS Oversight Commit-
tee and is an active member of the Regional EMS Council. She
was involved in the start-up of the tfrauma center at 51, Elizabeth
ond setved as its first trauma coordinator.

SOUTH AFRICAN BUREAU OF EMS visitors were hosted by CO-
RONA VAC ond FOREST HILLS YAC. CVAC's Medical Director,
Dr. Neill Oster, MD, initiched the session with the US State Depart-
ment and the Institute of tmermational Education. The South Afri-
cans were in New York City for a week before heading out to
Washington, D.C. to meet with FEMA. ‘While they were in NYC
they stayed at Forest Hills Volunteer Ambulance Carps using the
community room for sleeping quarters. They rode along with Co-
rona, Forest Hills and FONY-EMS Battolion 4 from July 1st through
the 5th. In addition, they spent time in seminars, demonstrations
and information sessions with FDNY-EMS and FDNY-.Fire. A fare-
weli borbecue on was held on Saturday, July 6 bheld in honor of
the visitors and in recognition of the many squad members who
have given up an extensive amount of fime to make stay possible.
The delegation left on Sundoy moming July 7th. An exchange
progrom hetween NYC and South Africe has been introduced
and eligible members of each of the participating YAC has an
opportunity 1o go to South Africa to get a perspective on how
they perform their duties.

SUFFOLK COUNTY
Suffolk County lawmakers on August 27, 2002 amended the
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input without it, but getting it would be helpful.

- Date of birth is also great to have. Both Medicore and Medi-
caid need it in order to bill and get paid. '
- A signerture from the patient is @ MUST. Both Medicare and
Medicaid need a signature on file. If one is not gotten for the run
form at the time of the call o leher has to be sent to the patient to
request a signature. CAG con’t bill Medicare or Medicaid without
that signerture. _

- "locded"” patient miles is to be shown. Going to or from o call
is not billable mileage.

- Write /print CLEARLY.

- If able, make copies of the patients’ insurance cards. Hospitals
usually have copy machines in or near EDs.

With new Medicare regulations as well as reduced claim time on
no fault ciaims it is imperative that as much information be se-
cured at the time of a call. Please try to do the best you con un-
der the circumstances,

county’s 2002 Caphal Program and Budget to appropriate funds
for the purchase of outomated extemnal defibrillators (AEDs) for
public safety vehicles. Prompted by the death in March 2000 of
a 14 year cold Northport high school lacrosse player and sup-
ported by o recommenddation of the Suffolk County Defibrillator
Task Force formed in response to the deoth, legislator Andrew
Crecca of Hauppauge proposed the legislation to provide
$200,000 for about $6 AEDs to be placed in police patral cars
by the end of the year. in neighboring Nossou County, palice
cars have carried the devices since 1999,

Suffolk County legislotors held a Public Hearing regarding infro.
No. 1829 a local law authorizing 10 percent property tax ex-
emption far volunteer firefighters and ambulonce workers and
Intre. No. 1832, & local law implementing volunteer firefighter
and ambulance warkers county real property tax exemption. The
county firemens group as wall as Huntington Community First Aid
Squad spoke in behalf of the proposals. It was mentioned during
the hearing that the state law recertly passed authorizing counties
to provide such tax relief 1o volunteers has an error which is going
1o be corrected by the state legislature in Janvary. Details on
exactly what had to be corrected were not given.

The Town of Huntington in Suffolk County announced it is going to
implement o Firefighters /EMS Incentive Recruitment Enhoncement
{F.LR.E.) Commiree composed of representatives from 12 fire de-
partments and 2 volunfeer ambulance squads to determine how
tunds from fines collected for fire lane and handicap parking vio-
lations will be spent. There is approximately $35,000 to 40,000
ovailoble. The Town Board has to apprave the concept at their
September 2002 meaeting.

Suffolk Couny Regional EMS Council, responding to often pro-
fonged response times for life threatening emergencies, estab-
lished o Response Committee io study the problem cnd develop
recommendations. Accepting the Committee’s recommendations,
(Continued on page 13)
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Access Health Systems Announces 2002 Scholarship

August F. Matt is the winner of o $1,000 schelarship
awarded by Access Health Systems, a mojor provider of occu-
pational apd schoot health services in upstate NY. August is 18
years old ond has been a member of the Fayeneville NY Fire
Department Explorer Post for over 3 1/2 years. In oddition, he
hos been o member of the 174th Air National Guard Fighter
Wing Explorer Post 203 for 2 1/2 years. He rides with Metro
Ambulance Service as well as the Easter Area YAC and has re-
centty been appointed ¢ firefighter/CFR with Fayettevilie FD.

This is the third year Access health Systems has
awarded o scholarship to o member or dependent of a fire-

fighter demonstrating community service, scholorship and social
compassion.
For informaotion: Access Heatlth Systems

Scholarship 2003

77 6A Watervliet-Shaker Road

Latham, NY 12110
Applieations must be submitted by April 15, 2003, Anncunce-
ment of the winner is expected 1o be made on or cbout June 1,
2003. Questions should be submitted to Chad M. Paul at {518)
782.2200.

US DOT Forums On Emergency Preparedness

As part of the U.S. Depariment of Transportation’s efforts to
improve homelond security, the Federal Transit Administration
(FTA}, with Its partners, the Federal Railroad Administration and
APTA, is offering free two-day forums on "Connecting Commu-
nities: Emergency Preparedness and Security.” The forums are
being held in selected cities ocross the country and are de-
signed for state and local emergency management coordina-
tors, transit managers, transit security personnel, fire /police/
EMS personnel, hospital disaster relief coordinators and repre-
sentatives from other agencies that are involved in transporra-
tien and emergency response. Subjects include:

- Is it fime to update your arganization's emergency response
plon?

- What role eon your community's transit agency ploy during an
emergency?

- Do you know who your emergency response pariners are?

- Does your community’s emergency response plan include all
the right players?

- How will your system respond and suppoer a neighboring
ogency in need of assistance?

Hands-on exercises, including discussions, various emergency
scenarios, group break out sessions, videc and instructor-led
presentations, will allow participants to:

- Network and coordinate with local transit, police, fire, and
emergency officicls to share the latest technigues, strotegies

NYS EMS Council

{Continiied from page 7)
monent EMS number storting with 9117.

+ Approved a proposed amendment to Part 800.24, Emer-
gency Ambulance Services Vehicle (EASY) Equipment Require-
ments. The REM3CO's will be solicited for comment.

PAD state wide repon, there are 1,632 PAD ugencies with

61,585 trained providers and 5,371 AED units. The report in-

ciuded public schools PAD programs listed by REMSCO region.

NY5S Education regulation required that the EID must be PEDs

capable if the constituents of thot school building are under 8

years old. It was pointed out that there is anly one manuface-

turer that can provide that type of AED to date.

and best proctices;

- Understand the role of o transit agency in responding to
emergency and disaster situations in the community;

- Discuss how to octivate altemative transportation methods

within the community during a crisis;

- ldentify the elements, people, orgonizations, procedures,

equipment and facilities needed for an effective emergency

management progrem, as well as understand how the interac-

tion of these elements affects the management of emergency

situations;

- Discuss existing transit system emergency management, disas-

ter recovery ond security plans;

- Explore the interagency role in hondling emergency response;

and

- Understand the roles and responsibllities of community offi-

cials, transit system personnel, emergency response persennel

(police, fire, EMS, OEM and hospital} and media during an

emergency.

Attendees will also receive a wealth of ressurces and visval

guides to educate their agency's employees on the lessons

learned from the forums. For more information, dates/locations

of the forums and to browse the Emergency Preparedness and

Security Resources CD that is being distributed at the forms go

to http:/ /transit-safety.volpe.dot.gov/training /conferences.osp

There are other AED's with PEDs ability.

+ EMS Service inspections continue, since February 2002, ther
have been 378 full inspections performed statewide. Of
these inspections:

167 deficiencies were identified, 91 corrected on site

115 Statements of Deficiencies were issued )

875 vehicles hove heen inspected. Of the deficien-
cies documented: ahsent; lacking or poor policies and proce-
dures were by far the most common issues sited.,

+ SEMSCO Officers for 2003

Chairperson Ken Beers
Firest VC Warren Darby
Second VC Mike McEvoy
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e Council voted on July 9, 2002 to require EMS agencies to fol-
low the following requirements:

- Establish and participate in o crew "cali-in" system.

- Establish and Participate in an Bnergency Medical Dispatch
(EMD) dispatch criteria for Atpha, Bravo and Charlie fevel calls.

- Crew must notify dispatch that they are en route to quarters
within 2 minutes,

- If no crew or crew incomplete crew, & Signal 3 call for additional
help is sounded at 2 minutes.

= If complete crew nat available {confirmed en rovte to quarters) at
4 minutes, o signal 24 request for mutual aid is seunded.

- Dispuotch criteria for Delta and Edho leve! calls:

- Crew must notify dispatch that they are en route to quariers
within 2 minutes,

- if complete crew not aveilable (en route 1o quaners) at 2 minutes,
o signal 24 request for mutuc! aid is sounded.

- Agencies may designate and outhorize first responder units
whose presence an scene may stop the clodd if medically cppropri-
ate.

- All agencies should transmit to MedCom/Firecom en route, on
scene, leaving scene and destination times.

- ALS should be requested/provided for Charlie, Detta and Echo
level calls.

The county godal is to have an ambulance on scene in less than 9
minutes for 90% of the calls. All interested EMS providers were
invited to open meetings held in August in Riverhead and Haup-
pauge to disass the findings and recommendations of the Re-
sponse Committee. I was adnowledged that some services may
hove to make changes in their Standard Operating Procedures
(SOPs) but other ambulance services either afready meet the goal
or are so close that only fine-tuning will be needed.

The average age of EMS providers in New York Stofe is 38. In New
York City it is 33. Statewide, 80% of providers are male and
20% are femole.

Southern Tier Regional EMS Council and Chemung County will be
focking of the use Gx codes in the county’s Emergency Medical Dis-
pateh (EMD) system's use of first responders when ambulance re-
sponse time is expected to be over 10 minuttes. The codes were
developed in response to a request from fire chiefs in the gourty
who wanted fo decrease the frequency of sending @ response to
calls only to find they were not needed or the embulance had ar-
rived ond the patient was gone, Patient ocutcomes, PCRs, etc. wilt
he studied as part of a QI project to look at the impoct of the use
of Gx codes in the EMS dispateh process.

Westchester County’s Department of Emergency Services, EMS Divi-
sion seat out, for the 1st time ever, a mutual aid run card, similar to
what the fire agencies have been provided with for years. The
breakdown was generated from the Computer Aided Dispatch
{CAD} system and is based on the closest response agency by dis-
tance. Bt is requested that these forms be retumed to the Depart-
ment of Emergency Services as soon as possible so that back up
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information can be pyt into the CAD computer system. The
County's full EMS Mutual Aid Plan is on-iline at www.
wastchestergov.com/emergsery/ems.him

SECURITY IS EVERYONE'S CONCERN

All emergency services personnel are advised 1o lock
emergency vehicles whenever they are unattended especially
af incident scenes and hospitals. Promptly report any unusval
or suspicious interest in emergency operations or response pro-
cedures to proper authorifies.

Ask Us

Assaciution officers and committee members have
years of experience in EMS, a wealth of knowledge concerming
NYS reguiations, policies, guidelines, etc and an extensive net-
work of contacts throughout the state. The NYSVARLRA will
gladly assist member squads or individuai members with an-
swers o technical questions or point them to where the answers
con be feund. We are here to help you.

Letters to the Editor

Dear Sirs,
| am 53 man living n the Czech Republic. In connection

with Attack on America | begon care of the work of Firemen. |
saw their heroism, their victims and their hard work. 5o !
started a project to create a collection of the emblems (patdh)
of all fire-brigades fram the U.S.A. Also | wan! find out alt
available informations of their history. By the time that collec-
tion will be complete (maybe), | want hand over cur Czech fire-
men, as the remembrance of his U.5. fellows.
I# you couid be help me anyhow, please help.

Thank you very much.

With bast wishes

Dalibor Vlcek.
Address: Dolni Paseky 1612, CZ-756 61 Rozmov p.R,, Czech
Republic, Europe
My e-mail addresses: dalibervlcak@volny.cz or dali-
bor@itituv.cz and/or HYPERUNK mailto:vicek@itituv.cz

Dear Editor:

We have ¢ great new member chapter of PFC (Paramedics for
Children} that is also a fire department in Guatemala, and they
are in dire need of extricotion tools. Do you know of any fire
departments or rescue sgquads that are getting new stuff and
may want to donate the old gear to us? Right before | left for
the states they showed me a compelling video of them trying 1o
extricate ¢ crash victim using crow bars and ancther car. It wos
very sad site to see. The patient died becouse they could not
extract them in time. | would like very much to help these guys
get some extrication tools. Any ideas?

Rodger Harrison, President, Poramedics For Children

311 Eogles Walk, Gostonia, NC 28058, (704) 763-2585,
www,paramedicsforchildren.com


mailto:mailto:vlcek@ititvv.cz
mailto:bor@itil\JV.cz
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Prehospital Pediatric Care Course CD-ROM Sent to Squads by NYS DOH

ln late July 2002 the NYS Department of Health mailed to
squad Training Officers a CD-ROM copy of the new York
State Department of Health, Bureou of Emergency Medical
Services, Emergency Medical Services for Children Prehos-
pital Pediatric Care Course 2001 (PPCC). The re-
developmeny of the PPCC was undertoken as a major proj-
ect of the Bureau's Emergency Medical Services for Children
(EMSC) Program. The Fire Deparment of the City of New
York, Division of EMS Training, authored this project under
contract with the Bureau through Health Research, Inc., with
funding provided by EMSC. The curriculum reflects their
dedication to this special population, their expertise, and
countless hours of effort. The New York Stote PPCC has
been designed to be used by hoth EMS agency training of-
ficers and cenified instructors in order to enhance or rein-
force prehospital pediatric care by as many EMS providers

as possible throughout the state. it can be taught in whole
or in part, depending upon providers' needs. In addition, it
may be utilized by individual providers for self-study ot
computer stations. The CD-ROM contains eight lessons on
slides for the instructor in Micresoft PowerPoint along with
eight Student Resources and Handouts in Adobe Acrobat.
The CO-ROM contoins downioadakble PewerPoint and
Adobe Acrobat viewer software if these programs are ai-
ready on o computer hard drive. The RecdMe file will in-
struct you how to download the viewer programs. An ac-
companying page of Training Officer FYls addresses o few
discrepancies and issves in the PPCC. There have been g
few changes in policy since development of the curricuium
began in 1999, Any questions about the PPCC should be
directed to Gloria Hale, EMSC Coordinator, at {518} 402-
0996, ext, 14,

Child Helmet Law Expanded and Public Information Materials Available

Effective July 1, 2002, scooter riders under the age of 14
will be required to wear approved helmets. The maximum
penalty for an offense is a $50 fine, however, if a parent
can preve that a helmet has been obtained, the fine will be
waived. New York State Law already requires all chiidren
under the age of 14 to wear approved safety helmets
while bicycling or in-line skating. Several types of injuries
are sustained by beth children and adults while bicycling,
in-line skating and riding scooters. Many of the injuries can
result in fraumatic brain injury, requiring costly medical bills
and lifelong rehabilitation, Bicyde helmets, when fihed
properly, can redyce the risk of head injuries by 85 percent
and brain injuries by 88 percent.

*Your Choice For Lifs"

ERIC D. DODGE
Client Relations & Marketing

PO Box 186

Le Roy, NY 14482.0186
wyrw.medexbilling.com
eric.dodee® medexbilling.com

Phone: (585) 768-2192
Phone: (800) 716-8015
Fax: (585) 76%.7323

“Saved by the Helmet Club” Information Materials Available

The New York State Department of Health Bureau of Injury
Prevention, in cooperation with the Erain injury Association
of New York State and the Governor's Traffic Safety Com-
mittee, Is pleased to announce the New York State "Saved
by The Helmet" Club. The Club recognizes those individuals
whe have been saved from head injury, brain injury or
death by wearing sofety helmets while bicycling, in-line

skating or riding scoofers, Anyone wha has been soved by
a helmet and applies to join the Club will receive a free
membership, o "Saved by The Heimet" Ciub T-shirt and
other gifts. For copies of the "Saved by The Helmet” Club
campaign materials and informetion on how you can pro-
mote the program to your community, call the state Health
Department at (518) 473-1143.

EMS for Children Activity Books Available

Have you had open heuses or visited schools to talk o chil-
dren about safety, 11, or first aid and wish yeu had some-
thing appropricte to hand out te young children? The Na-
tienal EMSC Resource Center has just delivered o few hun-
dred children's activity books colled, "Be Prepared, Not

Scared” to the New, York State EMSC Program for distribu-
tion. The activity and coloring books ore appropricte for
children ages 3-9 years. To get copies of these books,
please contact Shannen Nichols or Gloria Hole at the Bu-
reau of EMS, at (518) 402-0994, ext. 14
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Pediatric Prehospital Care Reference Cards Available

NYS EMS For Children Pediatric Prehospital Care Reference
Cards for use in ambulances and first response vehicles or for use
as adjunct educationc] toois are stili available from the EMSC

office. To request copies of color coded lominated or non-
laminatred cards please calt Gleria Hale, EMSC Coordiantor at
{518) 402-0996 extension 14.

To Re-tilt or NOT to Re-tilt... That is the Question

In 2000 the guidelines for treatment of cbstructed oirway in an
vnconscious individual were simplified somewhat based on re-
search and teaching experience. The Red Cross National Head-
quarters has received numergys inquiries from the field regrrding
the <kill sequence for the uncanscious choking victim performed by
certified lay responders ond professionol rescuers. The following
gives a detailed description.

Certified Loy Responder

For an unresponsive {unconscious) choking victim, certified lay re-
sponders are taught a maodified CPR technigue ta clear the air-
way obstruction. There is no re-tilt, nor reattempt of breaths per-
formed during the modified CPR cycle except during the initial
assessment of checking an unconscious victim.

Each time the cirway is positioned to give rescue breaths, the re-
sponder will look for an objed in the victim's mouth and remove
an abject only if one is seen, Then the breath(s} in the CFR cycle
cre giver. This process applies regardless of whether the victim is
an aduit, child or infant,

Rotionnle - Early scientific research indicates that chest thrusts are
os effective o5, and potenticlly more effective than, abdominal
thrysts. This revision results in simplifying training for the certified
lay responder by reducing the number and complexity of skills
taught in class.

The same basic skill of chest compressions and rescue breaths is
used on victims who either have no pulse fsigns of circulation or
dre uncenscious and choking. Since this skill is o modified CPR
technique, responders will be tcught CPR hefare the cirway ob-
struction skill so that the learning process is logicoily connected

and buiids on the skills previcusly learned. This technique is not
new. The chest compression fechnigue basically equotes to the
"chest thrust” thot are currently taught in Red Cross courses for the
unconscioys choking victim whe is noticeably pregnant. This modi-
fied CPR technigue is virtually identical ta CPR in that the com-
pressions-to-breaths ratios are the saume os is the rate of delivery
and technique of compressions, This technique is included within
the following progroms: First Aid/CPR/AED, Community First Aid
and Safety, First Aid: Responding to Emergencies and Sport
Safety Training.

Professional Rescuer

The unconscious choking victim skilis performed by the prefes-
sional rescuer did not change with the release of the Emergency
Cardiovascular Care 2000 Guidelines. This includes the use of:
abdominal thrusts for adults and chidren, back blows and chest
thrusts for infants, finger sweep for adults and re-tilting the air-
way, ond re-attempting 2 rescue breoths duting each cycle {for
adults, children and infants),

Roticnale - Research continues as to the most effective skill for
professional rescuers, such as lifeguards, to use whan clearing an
abstructed airway in an unconscious adult. Because of the empha-
sis for professional rescuers on training, inciuding initial troiing
as well as refresher and in-service trdining, the ECC 2000 Guide-
lines recommended that professional rescuers continue 1o be
trained using abdominal thrusts when clearing the airwoy of an
wnconscious adult until further research is completed. This tech-
nigue is included within the following programs: CPR/AED for the
Professional Rescuer, Lifeguarding and Emergency Response.

ZOLL Established AED Instructor Foundation

The AED Instructer Foundation is a nen-profit orgonization dedi-
cajed to the professional development ond success of initicl emer-
gency care instructors who tench CPR and automatic external defi-
brillater (AED) use. The goal is te belp make public access defibrii-
tation (PAD) o widespread reality, angd thereby save thousands of
lives fost to sudden cardiac arrest. Zoll offer offiliates:

Aocess to o variety of educational and training rasources on the
offitiate-only section of the web site, including:

+ Free promotional and business development tcols

+ Instryctional toels and resources

+ AED training materials

+ A schedule of Foundotion seminars

« Links to major AED information/resource sites

+ Usting In the Foundation's imernational registry of AED and initial
emergency care instructors

« AED Instructor Foundation Certificate of Recogritian of adherence
to the highest training standards and ethics

+ Ability to particdpate in seminars on instruction enhancement, PAD
promotion, business development, ond AED progrom implemento-
tion

+ Access to speciaily-priced AEDs

+ A new, inexpensive AED for clients

+ A special AED training unit

+ A one-time discount on an AED for affaliates

« Galification for the Foundation's PAD support program to help
fund AED training and implementation activities

« Spedial discounts on software 1o help you manage your training
center

In the huture, the Foundation wili aise offer members savings on
professional liabiltty inwrance ond discounts on products and serv-
ices needed by training entities.

Membership in the AED Instructor Foundation is free and open to
any person engaged In Initial Emergency Care training and /or AED
program implementation, and who has completed o prescribed in-
structor training far o state or nationally opproved initial life sup-
port and/or AED training program. ¥ requested, a copy of a cur-
rent instructor certification must be submitted to the Foundation.

For more information check the web site at www.
aedinstructorfoundation.org or contact:

Frank J. Poliafice, RN, Director:

The AED Instructer Foundation

Front & Main Street, Suite 911, Upland, PA 19015
Phone: 610-872-7447, Fax: 410-872-5727 or
e-mail: director@oedinstructorfoyndotionorg



IThe Assaociation is on the Web! You can find us at: htip://NYSVARA.org I

MARK YOUR CALENDARS

FRE, RESCUE & EMS MEGA SHOW a1 the Nassau Veterans Memorial Coliseum, Uniondale, Long Island on Saturday & Sunday 2/1 &
2/2/2003. For more information call (631} 669-4300.

| EMS TODAY CONFERENCE & EXPOSITION will be held in Philadelphia, PA and will run Thursday 3/20/03 through Saturday
13/22/03 providing three days of education, networking, continuing education and exhibits. To request a conference brochure log
.onto the JEMS web site at www. jems.com or call (80O 266-53567.

ence Center [formerly Marriot-Thruway Hotel), 5257 West Henrietta Road, Rochester, NY. The 9th offering of this annual EMS

i conference is open to all EMS, Fire, Police, Nurses, Physicions and other Health Care Professionals, Hospital Administrators, Gover-
ment ond Facility Managers. The conference expects ta offer six tracts: BLS, Advanced Care, Trauma, Fire EMS, Law Enforcement/
Security Manogement /Training and each track will offer & warkshops for a total of 36 workshops to chose from. Conference early
i registration fee is $115 for the two days ond includes all meals. To reserve o room contact the hotel directly at 359-1800. For
more information check the web site at http:/ /home.rochester.rr.com /emsroch /step /conference.htm or write STEP, PO Box 18023,
Rochester, NY 14418-0023.

SPRING MELT FAIRE & EMS FLEA MARKET Sunday 4/13/03 ot the Allentown Fairgrounds, in Allentown, PA,

cil. For information call (645} 567-6740 or e-mail hvremsco@hvremsco.org

ARE EXPO 2002, May 16, 17 & 1B, 2003 at the Farm Show Complex, Harrisburg, PA.

ARE 2003, Thursday 6/11/03 through Saturday 6/14/03 sponsored by the NYS Association of Fire Chiefs at the Empire EXPO
Center in Syracuse, NY. For info coll {800) 676-3473 or log on to the web site at www.nysfirechiefs.com.

| PULSE CHECK 2003, the 48th Annual Educational Conference & Trade Show of the NYS Velunteer Ambulance & Rescue Association

E4uo Lol

STEP (SOCIETY FOR TOTAL EMERGENCY PROGRAMS) CONFERENCE, Soturday & Sunday April 4 & 5, 2003 at the RIT Inn & Confer- |

INSIDE EMS CONFERENCE Moy 16/17, 2003 ot the Holiday Inn, Fishkill, NY. Sponsored by the Hudson Valley Regional EMS Coun- f

CLE L, T i o it

i will be heid Thursday 10/2/03 to Sunday 10/5/03 at the Roaring Brook Resort & Conference Center, Lake George, NY. Event
features seminars, exhibits, awards dinner and the country's only statewide EMT and CFR team skills competition. For information
|ca|| {877) NYSVARA, {5] 8} 883-4192 or e-mail puisecheckQOOO@aol com
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