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Disclaimers 

 

• Financial: None – unfortunately 

 

• Opinions: Strictly those of the presenters (although based 

on research) and not of any single agency I have worked 

for or hopes to work for. 

 

 

• Check here to accept   



Why do we say yes? 

Legal requirements 

Mandates 

Contracts 

Ethics 

Misguided beliefs -  have 
to go but don’t have to 
come back 

Take risks others would 
not 



Decisions 

Not every situation is the same 

Current beliefs may demand 

you take conflicting actions. 

Planning, documentation, and 

frank discussion supports your 

ability to make good decisions 

in these cases 



 

 

Why say no? 

To protect staff 

Protect assets 

Save more people later 

It’s not our job 

 

It’s to dangerous 

 



Who says no? 

Staff 

Line Officer 

Command Officer 

Jurisdictional Authority 

 Police 

 Fire 

 Gov’t 

 



The Feds say no 

Section 5(a)(1) of the OSH Act, often 

referred to as the General Duty Clause, 

requires employers to "furnish to each of his 

employees employment and a place of 

employment which are free from recognized 

hazards that are causing or are likely to 

cause death or serious physical harm to his 

employees".  

http://www.osha.gov/pls/oshaweb/owadisp.show_document?p_table=OSHACT&p_id=3359
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Occupational_Safety_&_Health_Administration_logo.png


How do we decide to say no? 

How dangerous is it? 

What will happen if 

we go? 

What happens if we 

don’t go? 

Conduct a Risk Assessment 



MONOC Mobile Health Services 

 

 

 

Have 

objective 

criteria 



When do we decide to say no? 

 

 

 



When do we decide to say no? 

 

 





Preparing for the no go decision 

Policies 

Staff education 

Notifications 

Evacuations 

Sheltering in place 

Reverse 911 messages 

 

 

 



Tools & Resources for go / no-go 

Policies 

NWS 

Traffic Cams 

MCCs 

Hippocrates 

Legal directives 

Historical knowledge 

 



Model Baseline Policy 

During hurricanes and tropical storms, 

the department will maintain a safe 

work environment for its EMS 

personnel and will provide essential 

emergency services to the public as 

long as the safety of the responders is 

not endangered by the storm 

conditions. 



Tropical Storm / Hurricane 

 Management Plan for EMS 

This paragraph caused hours of discussion 

 

 



Weather Service Feed 



Ground conditions 

 



Extension of NJDHSS 

Supports the integrity of the 
healthcare system during 
Large Scale Incidents 

Notification point and 
situational awareness portals 

Collect and collate regional 
health information, monitor 
system performance and 
capacity 

Support logistical requests in 
coordination with state and 
local agencies 

 

Medical Coordination Center 



A data collection, 
integration, display, analysis 
and information system 

Web-based application 
owned by NJDHSS 

Software backbone for NJ’s 
centric health emergency 
preparedness and response 
network 

Component of all-hazards 
knowledge management 
system shared by public, 
private and homeland 
security stake holders 

Hippocrates 





General Considerations 

Local conditions OK, enroute its ok to turn 

around and come back 

Consider conditions created by wind, heavy 

rains, obstructed roads, flooded streets, poor 

visibility and flying debris 

Rely on personal experience – does your 

staff have it? 

 



General Considerations 

Immediate – tornado / thunderstorm / Hail 

Ongoing – Hurricane (can spawn tornados) 

/ winter storm  

Flooding 
 Flash – cause of most weather related fatalities in 

US 

 

 

 



Wind 

Effect on people 

 11mph – onset of discomfort 

 20mph – affects performance 

 45mph – difficulty walking upright 

 55mph – trees are uprooted 

 65mph - Roofing shingles are torn off 

 an object of that size traveling through the air at 

speeds in excess of 130 ft per sec can do great harm 

 Gusts are typically 30-50% higher 

 
 

 



Hazards 

Once trees start falling, so do power lines 

 Can local power de-energize lines remotely? 

 

 

 



Wind 

Box ambulance 

  @ 25mph, a crosswind of 

55mph may cause deviation 

 @ 55mph, a crosswind of 

35mph may cause deviation 

Suburban 

 On a wet road a stationary 

SUV will begin to slide with 

an 80+ mph wind 

 

 



Vehicles 

Vehicles involved   

 Course deviation 

 Overturning 

 Collisions 

 

 



Water 

 

 

Just because the vehicle can operate in a hazardous 

environment, doesn’t mean the crew can 



 

 



Crisis standard of care 

Slower responses 

Reconfiguration of 

crews 

Closest hospital  

Limited inter-

facility transfers 

Limited long 

distance transfers 
 

 



  

Adopt Crisis Standard of Care 

Only dispatch units for life threats 

No response for well checks 

MVAs unless report of major injury 

Co-locate EMS with other agencies to 

ensure power and response resources (tow / 

plow / manpower) 

Enhanced 911 triage and call-backs 

Reduction of medical supplies 
 

 



Drug Shortages 

Operating without required equiptment 

Legal requirements v. ethical duty to patients 

 

Using “expired’ drugs 

 The science behind such labels 

 Extensions 

 Contraindications 



 

 

Wake up, we’re almost done 



Resumption of service 

Have to convey message to response 

personnel, their safety is paramount 

Hazards will exist for 72+ hours 

 Gas leaks 

 Traumatized animals 

 Haz mats 

 Fires 

 Civil unrest 

 Fatigue 



Proper PPE 



Safety Messages 

Seat belts 

Cell phones 

Hi Vis clothing 

Infection control 



Water Safety message 

 

Before walking through water, members must use a pike 
pole or stick to ensure the ground has not washed away 
or collapsed.  

Use extreme caution when walking through water. Six 
inches of moving water can knock a person off their 
feet.  

Be aware of hazards in the water such as downed live 
electrical wires and wildlife, including snakes  

Use extreme caution and limit speed when driving. Be 
especially cautious where the ground is saturated or 
flooded—the road could be washed away.  



Defense 

Show total unreasonableness for response 

State of Emergency 

Will the politicians  

Support your decision 

 

Can’t vs Won’t 

 

 

 



Defense 

What was done prior 

Within guidelines 

Training 

Special equipment 

Policies 

 

 



Misconceptions 

“Duty to Act” 

“Patient Abandonment” 

 “Abandonment is generally defined as the 

termination of the provider-patient relationship 

by the provider, without the consent of the 

patient.” 

What happens if we never get there 



Active shooter – Do we go in? 

 

 





Unsafe highway operations 



When else should we say no? 

 

Fire stand bys in the building 

MVC no injuries 

Swift water rescue 

Haz Mat response 

? 

? 

 

 



 

 

Have clear cut directions 



Questions for you 

Do you have a written policy that identifies 

when you cease operations? 

If yes, does it specify wind speed or other 

criteria? What is it based on? 

 Do you have a PIO to convey policy to 

general public & other agencies? 

Who makes the decision to cease 

operations? 
 

 



 

 

Questions for me? 

 

Peter I. Dworsky 

Peter.Dworsky@MONOC.org 

 

 


