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A Message from Qur President

1 hope this report finds everyone in goed health. Many of us
have heen impacted by the recent events that have occurred in
the Middle East. in many cases family, friend: and calleagues
have been called to serve our Country. Our thoughts and pray-
ers go out 1o all invelved.

it has been o very busy time since our last Board meeting ond
| want to bring everyone up to date.

EMS Memorio] ~ On Thursday May 22, 2003 on the Plaza in
Albany, Henry Ehrhardt, VP, NYSVARA and | attended the _
ground brecking ceremony for the EMS Memorial, Also present Michaet 1. Mastrianni,
were Assmeblyman Sweeney, Senator Bonacic, the Lieutenant .
Governor and Commissioner Ringler from OGS, This has been a
project and goal of our Association for many years and it was great to see that is has finally
become a redlity, The Memorial will be completed by and dedicated during EMS Week
2004,

Statewide Emergency Mobilization Plon Committee — In February and April, |, along with
representatives of state police, fire, emergency management and federal authorities at-
tended o meeting to discuss a procedure and formulate a plan for the request and mobiliza-
tion of EMS agencies and resources in response 1o a declared large-scale evert. The meet-
ing was orgenized and run the State EMS Bureau. Many ideos were exchanged. The foun-
dation of the plan is that it will not conflict with existing loco! plans ond will be county bosed.
The other point that was emphasized was that no one is to respond until requested to do so.

JEMS Conference — As you are aware, | had the pleasure of representing the Association
at the EMS Today Conference in Philadelphia. | was on the faculty as part of the Volunteer/
MNonprofit EMS Leadership Academy. | had the opportunity to work with and meet volunteer
ambuiance corps leaders from across the county. It was extremely interesting to listen to
people expressing the same issues and concerns that we have in New York.

New York State EMS Council — As the alternate delegate the SEMSCO, | attended the
meetings held on March 25, 26 and May 13, 14,

New York State E-9 11 Board — Last year, legislotion was passed that created a board
thot would oversee the distribution of reimbursement funds to municipalities os well as adopt-
ing standards far the most efficient and appropriate response by dispatching and respond-
ing units. I received a call from Assemblymaen Sweeny’s office stating that he is recommend-
ing to the Speaker of the Assembly that our Association be represented. Mote details to fol-
low. ’

HIPPA — As many of you are aware, any ombulance corps that bills Medlcare must com-
ply with HIPPA laws. There is an excellent web site that contains informution on HIPPA.
www.pwwemslaw.com. !t is the web site of Page, Walfberg and Writh, who specialize in
ambulance law.

Pulse Check 2003 — Plans continue to progress for this years Cenvention. | encourage all

{Contrinued on page 21
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fContinued from page 1) President's Message
who can to attend and participate,

Finaliy, as | think you can see, our Association has o con-
siderable voice in EMS. It hos come as o result of hard work
of the Officers, Directors, and members of this organization,
| want to thank everyone for the time and effort that they
have given to make us the voice of voluntear EMS in New

Form 990 Disclosure

Non-proflt groups cre required by the inmternal Revenue
Service, to provide copies of their three {3) most recant Form
990s and their cpplication for tax exemption Form 1023 fo
anyone who comes into their offices and makes such a re-
quest or to send such coples within thirty {30) days to anyone
who writes for them. A reasonable charge may be made
for making copies - $1 for the first page ond 15 cents for

HIPPA Compliance Extensions

Certified Ambulance Group (CAG), @ major supplier of
billing services to EMS organizotions, has applied for a 1
year extension for itself and on behalf of all its clients.
There is much concern in the medical industry about being
compliant with the new billing and poatient confidentiality
regulations and the company wants o moke sure it is pro-
ceeding properly in its implementation of the regulatians.

News Media First Responders Gear-Up

The person in o green or yellow Lavel B encapsulated
suit at the next incident may not be o HAZMAT specialist byf
rather g reporter. News media are beginning to provide
on-scene news reporters ond crew with personal protective
equipment on a par with emergency responders to protect
against chemical and biological agents. The New York
Times is fraining "first responders” in the use of gos masks
ard protective suits. Media offices in downtown areas near
likely targets or are themselves likely targets are providing
escape hoods for the staff. Stockpiles of water and feod
are alsa being brought into the offices in the event thot con-
ditions in the area require a building or area to be shut

Befter Business Bureau — Check Before
You Buy

When censidering moking « large purchase from a mer-
chant it is wise t¢ check references. The Better Business Bu-
reau (BBB) helps consumers and merchants mediate disputes
and publishes statistics on complaints filed with the organi-
zation and their resolution. In New York City the BBB's num-
ber is (212) 533-7500 ond it has a web site at www.
newyork.bbb.org. Nationally the number is [703) 274-
0180 and the web site is www.bbb.org,
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York State. BE SAFE!

Respectfully submitted,
Michael ). Mastrianni, Jr.
President

Work Phone (845)627-8613 or e-mgil: seamast@aol.com

every subsequent poge plus the actual maillng costs when cop-
jes are mailed.

It a non-profit posts these documents on o web site it will
not be required to provide original copies. A web site ot www.
guidestar.org posts non-profit orgonizotion Form 990s on the
internet for all to see.

The IRS imposes penaities for failure to comply.

fn other company news, CAG has separated its Client Sery-
ices Unit's phone number (B&6 435-7224) from the potiem
phone number and will keep it open late from 8:30 AM to 8:30
PM Monday through Thursday to accommodate volumeer or-
ganizations whose personnel are avoiloble after normal day-
time business hours.

down or quarantined.

News organizations, as did emergency responders, learned
important lessons from the 9/11/01 attacks on the Werld
Trade Center. One photographer was killed in the collapse
and some reporters continue to have respiratery problems from
breathing the debris filled air. While there will still be a rush
to cover the story, there will be second thoughts about getting
too close to a scene where a hazard still exists.

In the event that someone with o press card gets into a "hot
zone" they still have to go through decontamination like every-
one else. This could include mikes antt unprotected $25,000
video comeras,

Tel: (516) 781-7332 Fax: (516) 781-2542

THE BUFF SHOP

For alf your Emergency & Rescue needs

Howard Callman, EMT-CC
EMS Field Sates 2093 Wantagh Avenue
Howard @thebuffshop.com Wantagh, NY 11793

Come visit our other stores |




Fire Districts of New York Mutual Insurance Company, Inc.

No matter how tough it gets,
we are there for you.

FDM was founded in 1978 by a group of fire districts, in reaction to
dissanisfaction with the State Insurance Fund. For 20 years. our
misston has been to provide benevolent claim service — the maximwm
benefits allowable under New York State VFBL and VAWBL laws
— o injured volunteer firefighters and ambulance workers.

We believe that the last thing the brave men and women who fizht
fires or provide emergency services should have to worry about is
their insurance coverage. We provide coverage based on 100% loss
of earning capacity for all members. We’re expetienced and respon-
sive, here to process claims promptly and fairlv and keep vour orga-
nization well informed on the status of claims.

FDM service advantages:

¢ Prompt. courteous 24-hour claim service

100% loss of earning capacity for all covered members
Coverage starts immediately upon call out

FDMCARE - assisted medical care

Unlimited employers’ liability coverage

Loss control services

Timely medical activity and claim experience reports
All policyholders are protected by the New York State
Guarantee Fund

Call 1-888-314-3004 for more information about our
benevolent claim coverage.

BENEVOCENTCIPAYVESTER VIICES

Fire Districts ' 301 South Main Street
of New York Spring Valley,
Mutual Insurance New York 10977

Company, Inc. Tel: $88-314-3004
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Pulse Check 2003

NYS VOLUNTEER AMBLRLANCE & RESCUE ASSOCIATION AWARDS
Each year at its annual meeting, the Association recognizes peo-
ple and organizations thot have shown EMS leadership or par-
ticipoted in meritorfous acts above and beyond the call of duty.
The general requirements for an award are:

s Nominees, except for certain areos, must have been o member
of o member orgonization or an individual member of the As-
sociation in good stonding ot the fime of the act.

¢ A unit pominated for a Unik Citation at the time of the act must
hove been o member in good standing with the orgonization,

¢ Nominees must have performed the act or service within the
award period,

Award period: Jure 1, 2002 te May 31, 2003

Award rominations due: August 15, 2003

Completed application or requasts for applications shauld be made

to:  NYSVAZRA, Spedial Awards Committee
¢/o Nancy Pacella
8 Arrowhead Court, Newburgh, NY 12550
{845} 569-2101 or e-mail NanPacella@aol.com

Awaord cotegories:

e Meritorious Award: The nominee is to have performed an act
which is considered dangerous or as being charodterized as "at
great persong] risk”.

®  President'’s Aword: The nominee is to have made an exceptionai
contribution to EMS activities.

*  leadership Aworck The nominee is to hove performed outstand-
ing servioe 1o the Association or o member organizafion of the
Association.

¢ Fducator of the Yeor Aword: The nominee must be recognized
by the New York State Deparment of Health as o certified
instructor.  Through eutstanding teadhing, publication or research
has greatly improved pre-hosphal services af the local, county,
regional or stote level.

*  Medical Direclor of the Year Award: The nominee, from the
medical profession, is to have contributed fo the volunteers'
knowledge and guidance.

s  Unit Citetior: The nominee is 1o have performed an act involving
an outstanding unit eperation dependant upen tecmwork ane
cooperation

¢ Youth Squod Aword: The nominee is to have performed out
standing service 1 their local unit, community or to the Associa-
tion.

¢ Civilion Awarck The nominee is to be o non-member of the Asso-
ciotion, not ambulamee persorewl; ror involved in the medical
field and is to have performed an act of personal brovery or
inftiative and capabifiry in the saving of o life.

o EMS Person of the Year Awarck aworded from nominees fo
other categories with the preference given for Mariforious
Awards.

SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM SPONSORED BY NYS VOL AMBLLANCE
& RESCUE ASSOCIATION
Each year ot the Annual Meeting and Educational Conference

Summer lssue

{PULSE CHECK) up to three $500 owards are preserted o quolify-

ing recipients. To be efigible for one of these cosh awards the fol-

lowing criteria must be met

»  Age Open - No restrictions

»  The award MUST be used for emergency medical reicted fiekd
{Not for o Basic EMT or CFR course).
The applicart or immediate fomily member MUST be adlive in
o squad ond & member in good standing of the Assodiction.

s Application MUST be postmarked by August 15 of this year.

¢ The course/school MUST start in the current year,

s Applicont MUST be o New York Sicie residert.

After meeting eligibility requirements applicants are required 1o

submit the following for consideration:

¢ Completed gpplication (see below)

Proof of schooling -~ admission siip or letter from instructor

Proof of cirrent mambership in squad and NYSVA&RA

Brinf essay on why the oward would benefit the applicart

Three (3] Letters of Recommendation with name, address ¢nd

phone number of the writer

For more information or a Grant Application gontact:

Nancy Pacella, B Arrowhead Court, Newburgh, NY 12550, {845)

549-2101 or NanPecella@aol.com

TROPMIES FOR PULSE CHECK COMPETITIONS

The Association is seeking donctions toward the purchase of
trophies to be awarded to porticipants of the State EMS Cham-
pionships. This is an excellent way fo commerate an event or
remember 0 past member or loved one. I you, your agency or
someone you know would like to donate o trophy ar trophies,
cortact Kuntree Sweet at {877) NYS-VARA or e-mail pul-
secheck2000@ aol.com. :

Trophy Place-Designation Amount
1 Novice-First Responder Dril! 75.00
2  3rd Place-First Responder Drill 125.00
3 2nd Place-First Responder Drill 150.00
4 1st Place-First Responder Drill 175.00
5 st Ploce-First Responder Drill
&  Oscar Trophies 200.00
é  Novice-Ambulance Drill 75.00
7 3rd Place-Ambulance Drilt 100.00
8 2nd Place-Ambulance Drill 125.00
9  1st Place-Ambulance Drill 150.00

10 15t Place-Ambuylance Drilt 5 Oscar Trophies  175.00
11 Navice-EMT Drill 75.00
12 3rd Place-EMT Drill 100.00
13 2nd Place-EMT Drill 125.00
14 st Ploce-EMT Drill 150.00
15 tst Place-EMT Drill 5 Oscar Trophies 17500
16 1st, 2nd, 3rd Places for Problem 1-EMT Drill  225.00
17 1st, 2nd, 3rd Places for Problem 2-EMT D+ill 225.00
18 1st, 2nd, 3rd Places for Problem 1-First

Responders 22500
19 ist, 2nd, 3rd Places for Problem 2-First

Responders 225,00
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Legislative News

The foilowing is a letter received by Naney Pacella, Directer of
District 5:

Thank you for your correspondence regarding the EMS Educa-
tion & Training Fund.

Please be assured that | am aware of the importonce of having
¢ properly trained staff of medical service providers to serve
the public. Emergency Medical Technicians provide a vital serv-
ice to our communities, and it is their expertise that can often
fimes mean the difference between life and death. |n a fime
when our state and nation face potential terrarist attacks it is
crucial that local health providers be properly trained ond
equipped.

To assist The New York State Volunteer Ambulance and Rescue

Association, Inc., the New York Stote Senafe and Assembly have
restored $1.9 millien in additional funding for Emergency Medi-
¢al Services that was ct from Governor George Pataki's 2003-

Proposed Constitutional Amendment
At Pulse Check 2004 there will be a vote on the below Cen-
stitutionai Amendmant,

Article ¥, Section (¢) DELETE

The President may be elected for not more than three {3)
consecutive one (1) vear terms. Following a lapse of one
year, he/she is eligible to run again,

Summer fs5ue

2004 Executive Budgat. The
restorafions for the Emergency
Medical Services came as part  __
of Senate Bill 1404B/Assembly .
Bitl 2104B. This health care

Legislative Committee
package, which contained over Howard Caliman, Chair
$780 million in restorations,

was vetoed by Governor Pataki and overridden by the Legisla-
ture, thus maoking it law.

Thank you again for your correspondence. Please be assured
of my continued support from the New York State Volunteer
Ambutonce and Rescue Association, Inc.

Sincerely,
Williom §. Larkin, lr.
New York State Senate

Explanation: The Board of Directors recommended this
change. There are no ferm limils on other association officers.
It was felt that the existence of an arfificial or arbifrary fime-
foble was not good management and undermined the Hlexibil-
ity and ability of the nominating commitee ond the ultimotely
the members in their choice of leadership for the organization.
The president along with other offiters would confinue to have
a one year term of office.

NYS Tax Credit for Individuals for Purchase of Defibrillators

Effective for fax years beginning on or after January 1,
2001, NY5 Tax Low Section 606(s) aliows up to a $500 rax
credit to eligible taxpayers for the pyrchase of an auto-
mated external defibrillator ([AED). A person may claim the
credit for each AED purchased as long as the machines are
not for resale. Those eligible include individuals, trusts, part-
nerships {(excluding members of an LLC), shoreholders of ¢

In Memorium

Sadly, we inform the death of Veronico (Rennie] Manchester,
Director Emeritus of District 16 of NYSVA&RA . Ronnie passed
away on April 22, 2003, :

Ronnie served for many yeers In saveral leadership ond com-

NY "$" corporation and beneficiaries of an estate or trust,
There is no requirement that the AED be purchased new,

To ciaim the credit, file Form IT-250 or IT-204 os appropri-

ate. This is a credit directly subtracted from NYS taxes so it
can cut up to 40% off the purchase price of some AEDs.

miftee posifions in our organization and was the first person to
become o Director Emeritus. She was a life member as well.

She will be missed....
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State EMS Council (SEMSCO), State Emergency Medical Advisory Committee

(SEMAC) News

A letter was issued by the Counsel to the NYS Police indi-

cating o trooper can witness the signature of ¢ Refusal of

Treatment/Transportation statement on a PCR. There had

been some mis-direction to NYSP Troop D-Oneida thot

they should not sign the withess statement.

.The Bureau of EMS is working with a number of agencies
and interested parties to develop o statewide EMS Mabi-
lization Plan. Fire agencies have such ¢ plan in the Gan-
erci] Municipal law but EMS does not have the same, A
draft document has been created. A test of the pian will
be conducted this summer with atf least 3 as yet undeter-
mined counties.

.The Byrecu of EMS will canduct a full service inspection at
feast once every third cycie of an ngency's two-year certi-
fication. The latest quarterly EMS Investigations Report
indicares 320 cases were opened, 302 ¢eses closed, 419
actions raken and $2,500 in fines imposed.

+Glucometer BLS Level Project has been presented to SE-
MAC by the Albany FD requesting a & menth demonstra-
tion pilot. It was approved and now goes to the DOH
Commissioner for final approval. Resvits are expeced to
be available in 2004,

.Stroke Study started May 5th in Kings (Brooklyn} and
Queens Counties in NYC. 12 hospitels were designated to
receive possible stroke patients if onset was determined to
be within 2 hours. Additional hospitals may be desig-
hated later in the year,

«CFR refresher curriculum review is about halfway through
its development.

«Intubation study is progressing with mare regions repori-
ing. Committee is locking at 280 reports.

.Electronic PCR Project in NYC is about completed and
shows promise. FDNY may be uvp and running next year
with data available within 30 days.

+A motion was passed 1o oppose Legislative Proposal
A7949 on first responder training and providing personal

1

IRLurance Agency
1461 Lakeiand Avenue. Seite &
Boagmiz. 2y 1i%lo

TEL 16311 33%-Jul-

Fad 18311 3821 md

CELL 5310 325220

Email dsenter & homstrawiinsere oo

HOMETOWN

‘ FIREFIGHTER SERVICES

Diane Setter
Commercial Sales

protective equipment (PPE} fo oll EMS providers in NYS. A
funding source is unspecified and money might have to be
taken out of current EMS training funds.

.Public Access Defibrillation Report indicates there are
3,342 PAD agencies in NYS with 95,796 trained provid-
ers and 10,103 AED units deployed. During the first
quarter of 2003, 60 persons were reported defibrillated
and of those, B were discharged alive from the hospital.

NYS COMPTROLLER REPORT ON DOH BUREAU OF EMS
OVERSIGHT OF EMS

The specific focus of the Comptroller's review was "Does
the Byreau certify, inspect and investigate services in a
timely and through manner in accerdance with NYS Public
Health Law, NYCRR and Burecu policies and procedures”.

EMS in NYS is provided by more than 1,200 local em-
bulance services and other providers that are overseen by
the Department of Health (DOH). These providers must he
re-certified by DOH every two years and inspacted on o
periodic basis. 228 of the 1,190 {19 percent] emergency
medical service providers that were reviewed had a certi-
fication that hod lapsed at some point (over 2 yeors in
one cose!! and o number of inspections were not timely or
complete, Current certification is mandatory for Medicaid
billing. The POH also investigotes complaints and other
problems relating to emergency medical services, The
Comptrolier determined that these investigations were not
always performed in the required manner and were not
clways timely. The Comptrolier report did not conclude
that the quality of care from a system perspective is ques-
tionable but it did recommended that DOH's oversight of
emergency medical services be strengthened and listed
12 specific actions to take,

The DOH submitted a response to the report and rec-
ommendations and indicated that appropriate actions
have been undertaken to improve oversight. A full copy of
the report and response is on the internet at http://www.
osc.state.ny.us/audits/allaudits /093003 /093003-h/02s5.
pdf

Who Owns o Domain Name

Have you ever wondered whe is behind an Internet site?
Log onto http://www.netsol.com/cgi-bin/whots/whois. Jt
is a free service and has information on .com, .net, .org, .
us, .biz, .bz, .cc, .tv, info as well as foreign extensions.
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At Home Defibrillator Approved by FDA

Philips Electronics announced on November 12, 2002
that its HeartStart Home Defibrillater had received US Food
& Drug Administration approvel. People with a prescription
from a doector will be gbie to pay $2,295 at selected CVS/
pharmacy retai stores for the at-home defibrillator which is
similar in operation to those found at malls, airports, schools,
etc. Purchasers aise receive an owner's manual ond instruc-
tional video. The Philips machine talks users through each
step of resuscitation with instructions that were revamped te
‘be simple enough for a sixth-grader to understand, Volce
instructions-mere ¢comprehensive than those offered by AEDs
used by trained first responders-guide an eperator through
every step of the defibrillation process, even reminding
them to call for emergency help and providing CPR coach-
ing. SMART pad technology senses the responder's actions
with the pads and automatically adjusts the pace of the
voice instructions to meet the individuol respander’s needs.
The company provided small studies showing that peopie
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who had never seen the device could follow the directions.
Advice is given thot potentiol users get some training, the
device is not o substitute for paramedics and that 211
should be called before grabbing the defibrillater.

Philips is the only manufadurer to offer specially de-
signed pediatric pads that moke automated external defi-
brillators sofe for use on infants and children under eight or
weighing less than 55 pounds. This unique feature enables
the HeartStart Home Defibriliator to be used to help save
anyone who suffers a sudden cardiac arrest,

For odditional information on the HeartStart Home De-
fibrillator log on to the web site at www.heartstarthome.com
or call {866) DEFIBHOME (866) 333-4246.

Introduction of this new at-home AED is expected to
heat up the debate on whether the broader sale of defi-
brillators will save more lives or waste precicus minutes if
disiraught relctives hunt for the machine before calling 211.

FDA Approved Pediatric Modified AED Cables

On September 18, 2002 the NYS$ DOH issued an “URGENT”
notice regarding pedictric AED cables. It advised that the
State Emergency Medical Advisory Commitiee (SEMAC) od-
visory 02-02 issued July 1, 2002 regarding FDA approved
pediotric modified AED cobles referred to o specific pad
and cable adapter that is designed te limit the dose of efec-
tricity that is delivered to a potient.

The Philips/Agitent FR2 AED (and now the Phitips Heart-
Start Home Defibrillator) with pediotric modified cables is
the only device that has been approved for use by the FDA
on individuals less than 8 years of age.

It has come fo the attention of the NYS DOH that pedi-

NYS DOH Revised BLS Protocols Issued

All agencies must update their staff to the new Basic
Life Support Protocols before August 1, 2003. All Course
Sponsors are to begin teaching the new protocols to any
course testing on or before August 1, 2003, Shipments of

Downstate DOH Offices Consolidated in

The New Rochelie NYS DOM Bureay of EMS Regicnal Of-
fice that was locoted on Huguenot Avenue, has been com-
bined and moved to the New York City EMS Metrepolitan
Arec Regionai Office {MARQ). Senior EMS Representa-
tives John Lippes Waite ond Andrew Wendt will still be re-
sponsible for the Hudson Valley area. The Long island
counties of Nassau and Suffolk will be handled by Senior

atric pads intended for use with manual monitor-
defibrillators may have been purchased by some agencies
for use with AEDs from other monufoctyrers. These manugl
monitor-defibrillator pads should net be confused with Phil-
ips/Agilent AED defibriliasor pads and cables that have
been specially modified te limit the amount of electricity de-
livered to the patient.

Currently, only the Philips FR2 AED and HeartStart
Home Defibrillator that are equipped with specific pediatric
modified pads and cables are approved for use on a pedi-
afric patient less then 8 years of age.

new protocol books were sent to squads starting in late
February. The new BLS protocols will net pertain to Certi-
fied First responders. Some regional EMS Councils across
the state have issved their own regional BLS Protacols.

NYC

EMS Representative Brian Sherwood and Senior EMS Rep-
resentative Eynice Mitchell will handle New York City. All
the above representatives can be reached at {212) 268-
6632 or {800) 942-1942, Please direc¢t cll downstate
agency requests, such as certifications, new vehicles and
EMS education issues to this office.



The Blanket

Page 8

Non Profit Organization Salaries

News reports in March indicated Raiph Dickerson Jr.,
the chief executive of the United Way of New York City, will
resign at the end of 2003. Dickersen earned $470,129 in sal-
ary and benefits in the year ending June 30, 2001, The presi-
dents of other large non-profit agencies earn similar salories
and many of their subordinates also receive & figure sala-
ries. The President of the United States earns only $400,000 o
year and the vice president's anauct salory is $186,000. Do-
nors may want to consider whether their dollars ge to help the

Summer Issue

community or to probable millionaires and professional
fundraisers.

If applicable, you may want to point out in your
fund drive literature that no officer, director ar squad mem-
ber of o volunteer ambulance corps or volunteer fire de-
partment recelves a dime in solary or beonus for their ef-
forts. All do what they do for the benefit of their neighbars
and community and there are very few so-calied non-profit
organizations that can moke that statement,

Making America Ready: The Red Cross Prepares Communities

February 20, 2003 - At the Americon Red Cross Chapter in
Cincinnati, U.S. Deportment of Homelond Security Secretary
Tom Ridge publicly taunched the "Ready Compaign,” as the
thrust for nationwide preporedness continues to incregse. Hun-
dreds gathered for the Feb. 19 announcement, induding Red
Cross President and CEQ Marsha ). Evans, who ¢cited readiness
principles as vitolly impartant during the heightened threat of
terrorism as well as other potential disasters. "In the new and
uvnsettling world of nonspecific terrorist threats end heightened
mifitary clerts, empawering Americans to take proctical steps to
prepare for emergencies and disasters before they happen is
more important than ever,” Evans said. Nearly 1,000 Red
Cross chopters and Blood Services regions across the U.S. are
parmering with communities to equip residents against emerg-
ing dangers and potential disasters before they hoppen. The
"Together We Prepare" campaign entalls five prooctive meas-
ures individuals con toke which will help ensure safety for their
fomilies and neighborhoods. Americans are urged to make o
plan, build g kit, get troined, volunteer and give blood as the
integral components of the Red Cross program. "I's not just ter-
rerism for which residents want to be prepared. A tornado or
ancther severe storm can be Just as devastating,” said John De-
gand, with disaster services of the North Central Kansas Chap-
ter. "If the terrorist threat is what it takes to make people think
gbout preparedness, the same measures are gaoing te take care
of them in o tornado.” Accordingly, Red Cross chapters aeross
the nation have responded with readiness programs unique to
their communities. From Sietrra Nevada to Rochester, N.Y., citi-
zens are tyrning out for "Preparing for the Unexpecred” classes
cffered by their lecal chapters. "After the Level Oronge alert,
people started calling asking what they could do, so we de-
cided to offer [the 'Preporing for the Unexpected' ciass] to the
publi¢,” soid Lisa Lemons of the Dallas Chopter of the American
Red Cross. Encompassing topics such as developing family dis-
oster plans, assembling disaster supply kits, steps to rake in an
evacuation, how to shelter in your own home and basic first aid
and safety skills, these closses as well as relevant brochures
and additional infoermotion are being offered In hundreds of
Red Cross chapters throughout the U.§.

Many chapters have also established local hotline rumbers that
communify members may ¢alf with questions, concerns and for

preparedness information, Nationally, the American Red
Cross has activated the 1-844-GET-INFO line to provide the
public with readiness and disaster safety insights seven days
a week from 8 a.m. until midnight {Eastern Standord Time}.
Along with "Preparing for the Unexpected” closses, chapters
such as the Great Bay Red Cross are offering "Together We
Prepare” presentations to churches, ¢ivic organizations,
schools and businesses, highlighting the sreps to moke a plan,
build a kit, get trained, volunteer aond give blocd. Mean-
while, some Red Cross chapters are finding other innovative
ways to educate their community members in prepared-
ness. "Our plon is 1o go out inta the communiry and have
disaster kit building nights that families can attend, bringing
olong their own box that we can help stock with donated
supplies,” said Gary Miller, Director of Disaster Services for
the Cincinnati chopter, "We're aiso promoting family ac-
countabillty systems as part of preparedness to keep fomily
members In touch in an emergency situation,”" The Clacinnati
Red Cross alse works in conjunction with the local fire de-
poriment, police department, vocational schools ond commu-
nity emergency response teams to train citizens In various
aspects of preparedness, Miller said. "The Red Cross is In
nearly every community across the country so we ore well
positloned to organize preparedness activities,” said Betsey
Andrews Parker, CEQ of the Great Bay Chapter of the Red
Cross. "Bvery individual has the opportunity to play an im-
portant role - when wa come together, we bacome some-
thing bigger than us all.”
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S) AERIAL PLATFORMS. AERIAL LADDERS, PUMPERS,
“~ RESCUE VEHICLES AND EQUIPMENT 1

VINCENT RUSCH

PHare: [518).355.1207
1-800-635-4552

Fax: [518) 355-0208
E-mail: vjrusch@acmenet.net

1090 Fourth 5t.
Schenectady, NY 12303
www. gdirondackfire.com
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NYS Providing Anti Terror Trailers to Law Enforcement Agencies

NYS Office of Criminal Justice Services announced
on February 25, 2003 that the state will begin distributing
113 terror-busting vans to low-enforcement ogencies across
the state. NYPD will receive 17 of the special trailers and
NY State police and other locatlities will get the rest, The
trailers cost $200,000 each and are equipped with masks,
hazardous-materiat suits, detection devices and semple col-

lection kits for chemical and biological elements. They
were recommended by the state's Weapons of Moss De-
struction task force and will be paid for through ¢ $25
million federal grant. The grant will also pay for bomb-
tecm equipment and individua! proteciive kits for firsi re-
sponders.

NYPD Receives Federal Funds for Gas Masks

Sen. Hiltary Rodhoam Clinton announced that the federal
government will provide $4 million to buy gas masks for New
York City police officers at the NYPD's request. The money,
earmarked to aequire masks for 15,000 1o 20,000 officers,
reughly half the department's strength, was the first phase of
a program to outfit the NYC's first responders against terror-
ism or other emergencies involving chemical or biological
threats. Clinton said the $4 million was part of the omnibus

Community Emergency Response Team

The Federal Emergency Maonagement Agency spon-
sored Community Emergency Response Team {CERT} program
helps train pecple to be better prepared to respond to
emergency situations in their communifies. When emergen-
cies happen, CERT members can give critical support to first
responders, provide immediate assistance o victims and or-
ganize spontaneous volunteers at a disaster site. CERT mem-
bers con also help with non-emergency projects that help im-
prove the safety of the community, The CERT course is tought
in the community by o trained teom of first responders who
have completed o CERT Troin-the-Troiner course ¢onducted
by their state training office for emergenty monagement or
FEMA's Emergency Management Institute {(EMI), located in Em-
mitsburg, Maryland. CERT training includes disaster prepar-
edness, disaster fire suppression, basic disaster medical op-
erafions and light search and rescue operations. Over the
next two years, the CERT program aims to double the num-
ber of participents, with over 400,000 individuals complefing
the 20 plus hours of training. Train-the-Trainer sessions will
be held in all 56 states and territories over the next year to
expand the program throughout the United States.

There are currently 52 CERT groups in California
with its propensity for large-scale natursl disasters including
earthquakes and fires. Included in this total is ¢ Motorcycle
Emergency Response Corps {MERC) unit in the San Francisco
areq that could prove invatuable if the highway and road
system is disrupted. During the Northridge earthquake in
1994, over 1,000 CERT veolunteers were mohilized and per-
formed searches and rescues, provided first aid and helped

budget approved by Congress for 2003 and thot she was
working to obtain more funds for the purpose. "Qne of
the best ways for leaders in Washingfon to show our
grotitude for the service and dedication of our first re-
sponders is to make sure they hove the right equipment
and resources to do the job,” Clinton said ot o February
news conference in Manhottan's 13th Precinct.

put out fires.

New York has three (3) teoms. The Greater New
York Emergency Corps is sponsored by the Greater Mew
Yark Safety Council in New York City, (212) 754-6252,
www EmergencyCorps.com and the goal of this particular
CERT program is to develop emplayee emergency re-
sponse teams in workplace organizations, In NYC emer-
gencies are more than likely to oceur during work hours
and therefore, the workplace is an appropriate place to
organize and train responders to minimize injury and ioss.
Another team is sponsored by the Rochester Fire Depart-
ment and the Southwest Area Neighborhood (SWAN) or.
ganizotion, The newest team is in Braoklyn.

One drawhack to establishing new volunfeer
emergency response groups such as CERT is the negative
effective it may have on existing volunteer ambulance,
rescue and fire organizations in o community. If o CERT
group is proposed, consider having new volunteets chan-
neled 10 organizations [VACs, VFDs, SAR teams, etc.) that
already serve the emergency response needs of a com-
muniity rather than start a parallel ergonization.

in New York State federal money for CERT initia-
tives went to the State Emergency Management Office
{SEMO} which in turn gave o grant to the NYS Red Cross
to hire regional CERT coordinators. For more information
on the CERT program including how to start and maintain
a program visit the web poge at hitp: //training.fema.
gov/emiweb /CERT
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Bits from Around the State and Beyond

- DISTRICT 4 ~ CORQONA VAC and
- HILLCREST HIGH SCHOOL in Queens
e County have tecmed up to provide
exparience 1o students imerested in
EMS careers. Thraugh the high
. senool's Health Careers Deparment
500 students are offered courses in
pre-nursing, medical assistant, den-
tal assistarnt CFR and EMT. Soon, some of those EMT students
will be able o put their education to use by being joined up
with experienced EMTs from Corona VAC while they are on
duty covering games of Shea Stadium. Hilierest is the only high
school in Queens with a heaith careers program. IS 52,
"gifted & Talemed Academy” intermediate school in Springfield
Gardens, Queens offers a 6th grade curriculum offering expo-
sure to medical studies. The program is expeded to be ex-
panded te the 7th and Bth grades in the near future.
QUEENS VILLAGE-HOLLIS-BELLERQSE VAC in Queens County
had its headgquarters damaged by a fire in February. The
squad has plams to rabuild and expand its building. The ground
floor will have o dispateh areq, large squad room with kitchen
facilities, supply & equipment storage room and o one boy ga-
rage at the reor of the building to get ot least ene of its ombu-
lonces off the street. A second floor will be added which will
have offices and a training room. Construction costs will exceed
the over $250,000 insurance coverage. Squad members per-
formed some irterior demalition and a rented construction trailer
has been placed ot the curb on a side street 1o serve as a tem-
porary headquarters. This is the third squad in Queens that has
had o serious fire in the last 5 years.
ROCK VAC is the 27th ond newest volunteer ambulance service
in Mew York City. The squad held o dedication on Saturdoy
May 17th at Beach Channel High Schoot in Rockaway to mork
the beginning of service. The squad will be covering the Rocka-
way Peninsula from the NYC-Nassav County line to Beach 149
Street west of the Marine Parkway Bridge, Communities include
Arverne, Baywater, Belle Harbor, Edgemere, For Rodkaway,
Hammels, Neponsit, Rockaway Park, Seaside and Jocob Riis
Park.
On April 29, 2003 the NYC Police Department's Emergency Serv-
ice Unit was approved by the Regional EMS Coundil of NYC to
provide an Advanced Life Support {ALS) First Responder Serv-
ice. ALS care will be provided for injured, ill or wounded civil-
ians, police officers or others frapped in o tactical environment
where the risk of injury exists and the scene is unsafe for a pre-
hospital care provider not trained or equipped for inner-
perimeter tactical situations. If the NYPD wishes to expand be-
yand this limited area it must return to the Regional Council for
approval. The next step is for the NYS Department of Health 1o
issue on ALS Operating Certificate, Medication and controlled
substonces clearances, policies and procedures have to be se-
cured or put in place and the Regionol Medical Advisory Com-
mittee (REMAC) must aiso review the service's planned equip-
ment and protocols.
DISTRICT 6 — SULLIVAN COUNTY, as almost everywhere, does

not have the number of paramedic providers it would like to
have. Hudsen Valley REMSCO's reguirement that ALS services
operate 24 hours a day /7 days ¢ week cannot be met by some
volunteer and commercial organizations and mutual aid agree-
ments are seen as a fallback to provide ALS coverage in the
county.
DISTRICT 12 ~ NASSAU COUNTY FD EMS SERVICE purchased 12
Braun Chief XL ambulances through N&A Truck Fire & Rescue in
North Babylon. The big news is that they are all on Type I Ford
E450 Super Duty chassis.  This is a departure frem the Type |
chassis NCPD has used for years.
VFD FUND RAJSING FLAP ON LONG ISLAND, Newsday reported
in early February that with Valentines Day 2003 approaching,
florists in some Long lslond communities filed protests with local
officicls over the growing proctice of VEDs selling flowers to
mark holidays such as Mothers’ Day, Christmas and Easter. The
competition was becoming too much for the local florists whose
prices are a good deal above what VFDs were chorging. Brook-
haven Town officials agreed VFDs were not allowed to hang
signs and sell flowers and many VFDs have decided to discon-
tinue the practice. Although flower sales ore not @ mojor source
of essential funds, every dollar does add up. Can protests from
restaurants over spaghetti dinners and clubs over comedy nights
be coming?
DISTRICT 7 = Huntington Community First Aid Squad celebrated
National EMS Week by making o "Meet our Friends at HCFAS"
presentation 1o Preschoot and elementary school children at our
local library, The children got an opportunity to see some of the
equipment thar may be used in an emergency and to see the in-
side of an ambulance. .
Huntington Community First Aid Squad ambulonce and personnel
provided medical coverage for the Boston EMS Bike Ride through
our district. The Boston EMS Bike Ride is an annual event that
starts in Bostan and ends at the EMS Memorial in Roanoke, Vir-
ginia.
DISTRICT 16 = GREECE VOLUNTEER AMBULANCE SERVICE,
Monroe County, has members troined as cartified child safety
seqt technicians. For information call Roberta Ames at {585)
424-2801, Monroe Couty Qffice of Traffic Safety at (585)
428-4903 can clso provide information about the program.
WATKINS GLEN INTERNATIONAL RACEWAY, Schulyer County
naeds volurteers 1o help with race events, EMS personnel should
contaet Jackie Coates at jcoctes@frontiernet.net
STEP Conference in Rochester in early May went wall considering
the ice storm that taxed the local emergency providers. The con-
ference hotel lost power and the 240 persons that attended Sat-
urday classes met in hallways where some emergency lighting
was available. ‘
Midsiale Regional Emergency Madical Services Council covering
Cneida, Herkimer & Madisen counties in an effort to promote
EMS EXCELLENCE will recognize the outstanding efforts of o pro-
vider, crew, or group of providers, The REMSCO will select the
provider(s) from nominations provided by aur providers, hospitals,
and members of the pubiic, Nomination forms, criteric and other infor-
tCantinued on page 11)
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Toyota Prius Emergency Response Guide Available

The PRIUS is o gasoline-electric hybrid vehicle. As such, it
is one example of o growing number of altemative fueied ve-
hicles that are showing up o0 roads and becoming involved in
accidents. Anecdotal accounts have surfoced revealing fears
and apprehension about what to do when called to an emer-
gency scene and one of these vehicles is invalved. Reports
have included instances when tow operators have refused 1o
removae vehicles becouse of fear of electrocution,

The Prius Emergency Response Guide was developed by
Toyota to educate ond assist emergency responders in the
safe handling of the Privs. Emergency procedures are similor
to other Toyota vehicles with the excepiion of the high voltage
electrical system that powers an electric motor, genergtor gnd
inverter. All other conventional automotive electrical devices
such as the headlights, radio and gouges ure powered from ¢
separate 12-volt battery, Numerous sofeguards have been
designed into the Prius to help ensyre the high volage, ap-
proximately 274 volt from o Nickel Metral Hydride battery

pack, is kept safe and secure in an accident, High voliage co-
bles are identified by orange insulation and connegtors and are
isolated from the metal chassis of the vehbicle. They are routed
undemeath the floor pan and would not nomally be accessed-
by emergency responders.

Topics covered in the response guide include:

e identification of Tovota Prius vehicles

& Maijor hybrid compoenent locations and descriptions

s Extrication, fire, recovery and other emergency re-

sponse information

* Roadside assistance information

Toyota says that by following information in the guide,
emergency responders will be able 1o hendle Prius gasoline-
electric hybrid vehicles as safely as the response of ¢ conven-
tional gasoline engine avtomebile. The 26 page guide (Toyeta
Publication # QTHO20U) is on the internet at htp:/ /www.
toyota.com /html/shop /vehicles/ privs/safety /prius_safety hrml

FDNY & NYPD Resist NYS Ordered Unified Incident Command System

NYS Fire Administrator James Burns is reported by News-
day to have sent letters to tha NYL police ond fire commission-
ers expressing concern that the city agencies have not re-
sponded to Governor George Pataki’'s Executive Order 26 is-
sued in March 1996 requiring state agencies and localities to
use the Incident Commaond System, o nationally recognized
model for multi-ogency emeargency response.

The two locel agencies continue to resist setting up o formol
Incident Command System that the rest of the nation has ol-
ready accepted. NYPD and FDNY have traditionally engaged
in a “battle of the bodges” at incidents. On-scene verbal de-
bates and pushing /shoving matches have been followed by
City Hall orders and informal agreements ¢imed ot preventing
re-oceurrences of controversies over who is in charge. While

feaninued from Page 10) More Bits From Around the State

mation have been posted on web site ot www.midstateEMS.org
OTHER BITS

FONY has received two {2) Freightliner FL7C madel tractor trailer
decontamination units. The 28 foot long by B foot wide trailers
are partitioned and have separate lanes for decontamination of
males and females. Patients enter a trailer af one end, undress
and then go through showers, scrubbing with soap /detergent solu-
tion, rinse and then put oh some type of gown before leaving
through a second door ot the other end of the trailer. The trailers
have 12kW generators, and heating /air conditioning systems.
PUBLIC ACCESS DEFIBRILLATION IN NEW YORK — 2,067 agencies
with 88,549 trained providers using 8,516 defibrillatars are
spread ocross NYS as of lanuary 2003, The most numecous
agency type is public schools numbering 479 foliowed by 351
businesses, 345 fire departments, 194 recreational types ond
174 police departments. Nursing home programs number only
15. NYC has the largest number of trained individuals with 7,058
followed by Suffolk County with 6,016, Nassau County with

these ogreements seem to work ot most incidents, the bigger
cnes requiring ¢lose cooperation and unified command hove
been something eise. The McKinsey Report, commissioned afrer
the World Trade Center coliapses, found that NYPD and FDNY
officers roarely coordinoted command and control functions and
rarely exchanged informotion during the incident.

Each orgonization demands its members operate under ICS
but will not submit the orgonizotion as a whole to scmeone
else’s direction. It seems it is only on the infrequent incident
when the Mayor's Office of Emergency Management (OEM)
activates #ts Command Center or puts its mobile Command Cen-
ter Bus at an incident in the fiald that senior NYPD and FDNY
officers leave their own bunkers and busses 1o meet, work to-
gether and exchange information with OEM as the facilitator.

5,076, the Hudson Valley with 4,B95 and Central NY with 4,755,
There are over 38,000 persons listed for the Hudson-Mohawk
region but this total includes o central counf of NYS employees.
AUTOMOTIVE AWARD TO NY DOCTOR FOR CRASHING AMBU-
LANCES — Naodine Levick, MD has been involved in mote ambu-
lance crashes than onyone. These were not "occidents”, however,
but rather research. In March 2003 the Society of Automotive
Engineers ot its World Conference in Detroit cwarded Dr, Levidk
its 2003 Women's Leadership Award for her groundbreaking
wark on ambulance safety. Using donoted vehicles containing
crash-test dummies, Dr. Levick sets up collisions where videos ond
sensors record what happens inside and outside the patient com-
partment in an effort fo deveiop beter ways to protect patierts
and EMS providers. This is the first time that this automotive re-
lated award has gone to a physician. Dr. Levick is an Assistant
Professor of Emergency Medicine at Columbia University, Director
of Harlem Hospital's Pediatric Emargency Department and an ot-
large member of the Regional EMS Council of NYC, She has writ-
ten and lectured extensively on ambulonce sofety.
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NYS EMS Council Award Nominations

Each year the NYS EMS Coundl singles out seven deserving
individuals and one organization that have made significant contri-
gions in prehospitat care in the state. The categories are: BLS
Provider of the Year; ALS Frovider of the Year; EMS Leadership;
EMS Eduwcator of Excellence; Communications Spedalist of the
Yeor; Registered Professional Nurse of Excellence; Physician of
Excelience; and EMS Agency of the Yecr

Anyone carn initicte ¢ nomination.  Awards must be based on
activities that culminated during the prior calendar year. Form
DOH-2535 APPLICATION FOR NEW YORK STATE EMS COUNCIL

NYS DOH Policy Statements

03-03 02/07/03 INSTRUCTIONS FOR COMPLETING A VER-
SION=5 NYS PCR: In 2003 the Bureau of EMS will intraduce o
5th version of the NYS Prehospital Core Report [PCR) Form
DOH 3283. The primary purpose of a PCR is to document ali
prehospital core and pertinent patient information but a sec-
ondary purpose is dota collection. All previous fields are pre-
sent but the form has been redesigned to enable Optical
Choracter Recogrnition of printed information and data and
check boxes are replaced with circles to be filled in. A field
for patient's Social Security Number has been added to en-
able linkage with hospital care information.

03-04 02/10/03 CHEMICAL TERRORISM PREPAREDNESS
AND RESPONSE CARD: The NYS Depariment of Heaolth distrib-
uied CHEMICAL TERRORISM PREPAREDNESS AND RESPONSE
CARD to all organizations involved in emergency response.
The card is designed 1o serve as g quick reference for provid-
ets when faced with ¢ potential oct of chemical terrorism.

EM3 agencies are encouraged fo hove all responders review
this document ond understand what capabilitias exist within
their agency in complying with the recommendations. All
agencies are advised that the directions and recommendations
regording antidote use should only be performed in accor-
dance with established medical protocels for your ugency.
The use of personal protective equipment including the use of
Self Contained Breathing Apparatus {SCBA), should only oceur
after providers have received proper training on the use and
fitting of such equipment. The Bureau of EMS and the State
Emergency Medical Advisory Committee (SEMAL) believe that
EMS persannel should not be providing patient core in an envi-

Symmer lssue

ANNUAL AWARDS must be submitted to the area's local Regional
EMS Council - there are 18 across the state, Each Regional Coun-
¢l then submits its list of nominees to the State Coundl by Augist
Ist. The Public Information, Education and Relations Committee of
the NYS EMS Council will then select a single candidate in each
category who will be recognized «t the annual NYS Vital Signs
EMS Conference in the foll. Additional information on the aword
process and criteria as well o5 o downloadable copy of the nomi-
nation form is online Gt www.health.stateiny.as/nysdoh/ems/
emsawards.htm

ronment thot requires the use of SCBA. it is not the role of
EMS personnel to enter @ "hot zone" in an Identified WMD in-
cident. EMS crews shoutd operate in the "cold zene” ond Hoz-
Mat or other specially equipped teams should bring patients
aut of the hot zohe to be freated and transported. These
guidelines are provided fo ossist in providing care of the scene
of a possible Chemical Terrorism incident and net Becoming o
victim of one.
03-07 05/16/03 PROVIDING MEDICAL DIRECTION, Pro-
vides assistance to EMS agencies and physicians in understand-
ing Medical Direction at the agency level, defines roles and
responsibilities and covers such issues as credentialling and
immunity From Liability.
The following types of orgonizations are required to hove o
physician Medical Director:
- Ambulance and Basic Life Suppont First Responder services
providing defibrillation
- Ambulance ond Advanced Life Support First Responder serv-
ices providing any level of Advonced Life Sup  port [ALS)
The following types of organizations are required ta have &
collaborative agreement with an emergency physician or hos-
pital:
- Entities providing Public Access Defibrillation (PAD) under
Section 3000-b of the Public Health iaw
- Entities cuthorized to provide Epinephrine Auto Injectors {Epi-
Pen} under section 3000-¢ of the Public health Law

The full text of all current NYS DOH Policy Statements can
be viewed on the infernet at http: / /www.healthstate.ny.us/

nysdoh/ems/palicy /policy.htm

County EMS Information Listed on Internet

The NYS Department of Health has added to their web site

the following information broken down by county:
+ County EMS Coordinator

s Regional EMS Council name

+ Regional EMS Program Agency name

+ Ambulance services’ name, address and {evel of care pro-
vided

¢ Non transporting First Response Services’ nemes and ad-

dresses and ievel of core )

o Hospital nomes and disposition code (pius FONY hospital
number where assigned)

» PCR Location Codes (Geo Codes)

» Address and staff names of local NYS DOH Rureau of EMS
Area Office

The information is on-line at: www.healthstate.ny.us /nysdoh/

ems /counties /map.him
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EMS/Fire Scholarship Renewed for 2003

As a membership recruitment incentive, New York Stote is
again offering college scholacships to men and women who
ioin volunteer fire deportments and ambulance squads. The
2003-04 state budges recently enacted by the Governor and
the Legislature inciudes funding for these scholarships of about
$3,400 o yeor for eligible candidates to attend public or pri-
vate colleges starting this fall,

The deadline to submit the name of a schelorship candi-
date from your volunteer company to the New Yerk State
Higher Education Services Corp. (HESC) in Albany will proba-
bly be in early August. Information about the 2003-04 schol-
arships is not yet on the HESC web site byt last year’s require-
ments will probebly be renewed. Eoch New York State volun-
reer organization may submit one scholarship application
each year to HESC, Your volunteer company must develop o
policy that you will use to select o candidate. That written
policy must be sent to HESC with the scholarship application.
Submitting @ scholarship opplicotion dees not guarantee o
scholarship. f more applications are received than money is
availabie, HESC shall randomly setect the schelarship winners.
The recipient must maintain status as an active velunteer with
your volunteer arganization for the duration of the scholar-
ship. You must immediately inferm HESC if ¢ scholorship re-
cipient is no lenger an active volunteer with your velunteer
company.

Eligibitity - volunteer firefighters and ambulance personnel
whe:

- Have been New York State residents for at ieast one year,

- Are enrolled in an approved undergraduate degree pro-
grom in New York State.

* Have a course load of at legst six credits per term.

-1f 23 years of age or older, have less than six months of veol-
unteer service at time of initial owaord,

+ If under 23 years of age, no minimum or maximum time of
volunteer service is required at time of initial award.

- Are not in possession of a baccalaureate degree or higher.

- Are attending o school/institution within 50 miles of voiunteer
organization, or if no coliege available within 50 mile limit,
the nearest college /institution,

* Have a high scheo! diplomo or equivalent,

Summer lssue

Have applied for state and federal financial aid.

How to apply:

* Yolunteer organization distributes applications and se-
lects one eligible candidate per year. '
* Volunteer organlzation submits completed application
form HE 8229 to HESC postmarked by the closing date,

- Yolunteer orgonization means ambulance company os
defined in section three of the valynteer ambulance werk-
ers' benefit law or fire company as defined in section three
of the volunteer firefighters' benefit law.

Recipient Selection

' [f the number of applicants exceeds funding for the pro-
grom, NYSHESC shall randomly select recipients from the
opplicont peol. Receipt of the scholarship in future yearsis
based on funding but preference will be given to renewal
scholorships.

Recipient Requirements:

+ Maintain good academic standing.

- Maintain o "C" gverage.

- Maintain status as an active volunteer with the volunteer
organization for durotion of scholarship.

- Maintain continuous enrollment in school /institution for du-
ration of scholarship.

- File for state and federal finandal aid.

Award Poyment:

« Payment will be made to school /institution on behalf of
students upon certification of eligibiliry.

+ Awards will equal the amount of tyition, reduced by any
tuition-based grant, byt can not exceed the ameount of tul-
tien charged by the Stote University of New York.

- Recipients will continue to receive benefits as long as they
are continvously enrolled, meet the eligibillty requirements
and funding is available.

For more information check the HESC web site at
hntp:/ /www.hesc.stote.ny.us/ Whats_New /
volunteer_scholarship_letter.html or contacr:

NYS Higher Education Services Corporation, Scholarship
Unit, 9% Washington Avenye, Albany, New York 12255,
(888) 697-4372

Edward J. Holohan m T
President & Actuary

PENFLEX. Inc.

Su Century Hilt Dr. #3 - -
Letam, N.Y. 12110 J -
l 3 - k3
_1“?;- Ph I P T _
g._q_. Fax: 518-783-6915
Email: «-holohan & penflexine.com
-

ke
-—

DIR

& McKea Drive JIM TRERCOS
tdahwah, NJ 07430-2117 Direcior

{201} 828-3000

(201) B2B-2044 direst
FaAX (201) B28-9180
amail: jtrepcos @ promarkdirect.com

Fundraising Pragrams
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Orange County Looses 911 for 6 Hours

O Sunday morning June 1st the phones of 300,000 Frontier
Communications custemers in Orange County went silent, In-
cluded in this was the county's 911 service. Fire, Palice and
EMS agencies were comtacted by alternote means ond asked
to increase patrols and staff normally vacont firehouses and

Summer issue

ambulance garages. County dispatchers vsed cell phones
and hendheld radios to communicate. The phone disruption
was traced to the failure of o cruciol fuse at Frontier's office.
in Meonroe.

Homeland Security Helps Train Citizens for Emergencies with $19 Million for

Community Emergency Response Teams

Michael D. Brown, Under Secretary of Homeland Se-
curity far Emergency Preparedness and Response, announced
on May 29, 2003 the availabitity of $19 millian in grant
money to troin citizens to be heHter prepared to respond to
emergency situations in their communities through local Com-
munity Emergency Response Teams [CERT). Mew York State
was allocated $879,497,

Brown made the announcement at o meeting with CERT
members from the cities of Cliathe, Qverland Park, Leawood,
and Merriam, K8 and from tohnson County government, who
ossisted first responders after tornadoes devastated areas of
Kansas earlier in May.

"Homeland Security has provided more than $4 billion to
state and local governments this year to support the efforts of
first responders ond help us secure the homeland,” said
Homelend Security Secretary Tom Ridge. "These CERT grants
cre a great example of the use of funding to better prepaore
America's communities.”

Each CERT member completes 20 hours of training on dis-
oster preparedness, basic disaster medical operations, fire
sofety, light search and rescue, and other essential topics. The
troining also includes o disaster simulation in which partici-
pants proaciice skills they learned throughout the course. In the
evert of an emergency, CERT members can provide immedi-

ate assistance to victims, assist in organizing spontanecus vol-
unteers gt ¢ disaster site and provide critical support to first
responders,

"Through the CERT program, citizens are befter able to
respond fo on emergency or disaster,” seid Brown. "This is an
assential way for citizens to help secure the homeland by sup-
porting the work of our professional first responders.”

The grant money represents the Fiscal year 2003 funds made
ovailable to expand the CERT progrom, and is in addition 1o
$17 million distributed through the Fiscal year 2002 suppie-
mental appropriation. The Federal Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA) wili distribute the funds for state and local
tevel CERT programs to each state ond territory according to
the formula developed through the Patriot Act. The CERT
grants will oliow states to fund new progroms and to expand
existing teams. FEMA has o goal of training 400,000 citizens
through the CERT program during the next two years.

CERT Is a vital component of Citizen Corps, President
Bush's community-based initiative fo engage citizens in home-
lond security and community and fomily preparedness
through public education and cutreach, training opportunities,
and volunteer service. For more information on the CERT pro-
gram, please visit www. fema.gov and www.citizencorps.gov.

Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) Established in Brooklyn

The Bay Ridge, Dyker Heights Bensenhurst - Comimu-
nity Emergency Response Team of New York City was re-
cently established to provide a local organization to mobilize
citizen responders in those communities. Training provided to
volunteers includes CPR, fire safety, medical aperations, etc
The US Deparment of Homeland Security's Federaf Emer-
gency Maonagement Agency (FEMA) is prometing CERT g5 ¢
sort of community based Civil Defense program. Following a
cerastrophic disaster, either of natural causes or terrorist
caused, many residents in the community may be on their own
for & period of time while professional respenders such os
fire, EMS, police, etc. mobilize. There moy also be conditions
such as lost communicotions, impassable roadways or access
or sheer numbers of casualties and many other scenarios pre-
venting ossistance arriving in o community.

The Brooklyn CERT group is funded in part, by the Bay

Ridge-Bensonhurst Beautification and Preservation Alliance
inc., a coalition of merchants orgonizations in the western
Brookiyn area. Members include the Merchants of Third Ave,
5th Avenue Board of Trade, Béth Street Bay Ridge Business
Improvement District, Fort Hamiiten Board of Trade, 11th
Avenue Merchants Association, New Utrecht Avenue Board of
Trade, 13th Avenue Merchants Association, 18th Avenue Mer-
chants Association, Bay Ridge Development Corp and Béth
Street Community Merchants Assaciation.

For more information about the Brooklyn CERT group go
to their web site at www.certinyc.org The mailing oddress is
@201 Fourth Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 and the phone
number is (718) 491-1705. For informotion about the na-
tionat CERT program go to the FEMA waeb site at hitp://
training.fema.gov/EMIWeb /CERT
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Road Rescue Introduces First Production Ambulance on Spartan Cab & Chasis

The new Road Rescue ambulance, cailed an Inter-Urban
Multiple Response Unit, wos built for the Cambridge, MA fire
departiment and was put on disploy ot the 2003 Fire Depart-
men¢ Instructors Conference [FDIC) in Indianapolis, April 3-5.
It wiil support a four person crew and feature o custom chos-
sis instead of the more common cutaway chassis found on most
ambulances. The vehicle uses a 4 door Spartan Motors ATR-1
fire truck cab designed for embulance applicotions. 1t has the
look ond size of a heavy rescue unit but will support light res-
cue ond extricotion equipment, as well os patient tronspon
ond space for o variety of diagnostic equipment and storage.

The embulance features new "Smart Display” technol-
ogy -- allowing opereators regl-time vehicle informafion. in
addition, the inter-Urbon will utilize a non-absorbent alumi-
aum material in the patient comparment, eliminating the use
of wood from cabinet construction. Crews will be able to
mave easily between the cab and the body of the ambulance
and the custom chaossis will allow for better perfarmaonce,
more cabin and body space, and increased durchility. The
chassis has an air ride suspension under both the cab and pa-
tient compartment, Width is o standard 96 inches with 72
inch headroom,

In o press announcement Chuck Droke, President of Road Res-
cve soid "Most fire deportments will run an ambulance on
every fire coll and in many cases the ambulance is the first on
the scene. We think the morket is ripe for a migration from
the conventional chassis to the custom chassis both because of
the roomier cab, which cccommodaotes the desire for arger
crews and more equipment 1o respond to emergency sitva-
tions, and the ride-and-handling benefits offered by & custom
chassis.”

Cambridge FD protects an area that has a daytime
population averaging 350,000 in o high-density environment
of 10 square miles ineluding such institutions as Harvard and
MIT. 5 stations operate 2 person ambulances on Freightliner
medium duty chassis. With placement of the new Rood Res-
cue in service from the headquarters station, ene reguiar am-
bulance would be eliminated and the Road Rescue witha 4
person crew would provide enhanced rescue capabilities. In
Combridge another ambulgnce service ysually takes over
care from FD personnel and provides patient transport.

Cost of the new vehicle was $299,000. Additional pictures
of the unit are on the internef ot btip:/ /www.roadrescue.com/
pages/fdic/chassis.htm

Road Rescue Inc. Introduces “Smart Glass” Technology for Ambulances

The innovation, o first in the ambulance industry, is designed
to provide enhanced working conditions inside fhe ambisdance
and offer additional patient privacy. The feature was un-
veiled April 3 at the 2003 Fire Department iInstructors Con-
ference (FDIC) in indionapolis. SPD-Smaort windows will allow
ambulonce crews to instantly and precisely controt the shad-
ing of vehicle glass manvally or cutematically. Road Rescue’s

rear-door and side-patient compartment windows will be out-
fitted with the technology, increasing privacy inside the ambu-
lainee, helping control and blodk out excess heat from outside,
and reducing glore so rescue workers can better focus on po-
tients. Additional information can be found af www,
SmartGlass.com.

NYS Emergency Service Revolving Loan Program

The lean program was established under the State Finance
Law ond mokes loans fo dtfies, villages, fire districts, counties,
towns ond independent not-for-profit fire and ambulance corpe-
ratiors at on onnual interest rate of 2.5%, Loans, subject 1o cer-
tain maximum omounts, are available for:

s Fire fighting apparotus, ambulances or rescue vehicles or
their repair.

¢ Personol protective, communicotions and accessory equip-
ment necessary to support fire fighting or rescue activities,

o Comstruction, renovation or rehohilitotion of facilifies that
house fire-fighting equipment, ambulances, rescue vehicles
and reiated equipment,

Lleans may not be wed to poy off existing leans, finance
charges or lease ogreements.  Applications will not be consid-
ered if there are arrears on @ prior loan under this program,
state funds were used to pay off o prior loan or the applicont
seeks any other form of aid from the state for the same purpose,

including but not limited to, Legislative Member ftem Projects.
Applicants may apply in onty one cotegery and no applicant
shall receive o loan more than once in any five-year period. The
Loan Board meets four times during the year and any application
not received in time for one meeting is held aside and acted upon
ant the next meeting.

For an application padket or more information about the low
interest loan program, send o written reguest on official letter-
head to: NYS Department of State

Office of Fire Pravention and Control

ATIN: Loon Progrom

41 Stette Street

Albany, NY 12231
or by calling {518) 474-6746 or foxing your request to (518)
474-3240.



The Association is on the Web! You can find us at: http://NYSVARA.org

MARK YOUR CALENDARS

VFD PARADE AND DRILL SEASON is here. For a listing of VFD parades and drills (competitions) throughout New
York State as well as directions 1o track locations and event descriptions go to the web site at www.fdracing.com. Nassau

Drill will be held on Saturday Augurst 16, 2003 at Ridge, LI and the NYS Parade will be hosted by the Medford VFD on
' Sunday August 17, 2003 starting at 1:00 PM.

. NEW JERSEY STATE FIRST AID COUNCIL 2003 CONVENTION, Friday, October 17, 2003 through Sunday, Octo-
ber 20, 2003 at the Nevele Grande Resort & Country Club, Ellenville, NY. For information check the web site at www,
njsfac.org

will be held on Friday. October 17, 2003 to Sunday, October 20, 2003 at the OnCenter, Syracuse, NY. For more informa-
tion go to the web site at www.vitalsignsconference.com.

PULSE CHECK 2003, the 48th Annunal Educational Conference & Trade Show of the NYS Volunteer Ambulance & Res-
cue Association will be held Thursday 10/2/03 to Sunday 10/5/03 at the Roaring Brook Resort & Conference Center, Lake
iGeorge, NY. Event features seminars, exhibits, awards dinner and the country's only statewide EMT and CFR team skills

i competition. For information call (877) NYSVARA, (518) 883-4192, e-mail puisecheck2000@aol.com or go to the web
:site at www.nysvara.org, The Annual Meeting of members will be held on Thursday at 8:00pm.
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and Suffolk counties are very active and there are also listings for Western NY and Northern NY. The NYS Championship

VITAL SIGNS CONFERENCE 2003, NYS DOH Bureau of EMS’ 20th Annual Educational Cenference and Trade Show
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