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The Goal of Safety 

Implement programs to provide a safe 

environment for the employees, visitors and 

patients of the agency.  

Reduce costs associated with worker’s 

comp cases, reduce losses related to MVCs 

and protect the assets of the company. 
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Why do it? 

To create a safer working environment for the employees 

To comply with regulations and standards 
 OSHA 

 NFPA 

 FHA 

 ASTM 

To reduce costs 
 Studies show safeguarding has a cost benefit 

 Liberty Mutual study: save $3 for every $1 invested in safety 
programs 

 OSHA claims savings of $6 for every $1 

EMS Injuries 

Higher than the injury rate for any private 

industry tracked by the DoL 

34.6 injuries/100,000 full time workers per 

year 

1.5 x higher than fire fighters 

5.8 x higher than other health service 

workers 

7 x the nation average 

Occupational transportation 

fatalities / 100,000 workers 
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Where to start? 

Usually in response to an 

accident / near miss 

Look at the things we are 

required to do 

Think proactively 

If it looks unsafe: it probably is 

 

 

OSHA can be helpful 
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OSHA says: 

Section 5(a)(1) of the OSH Act, often 

referred to as the General Duty Clause, 

requires employers to "furnish to each of his 

employees employment and a place of 

employment which are free from recognized 

hazards that are causing or are likely to 

cause death or serious physical harm to his 

employees".  

http://www.osha.gov/pls/oshaweb/owadisp.show_document?p_table=OSHACT&p_id=3359
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Occupational_Safety_&_Health_Administration_logo.png
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How often will it happen: 

 

Very likely –near certain to occur 

 

Likely –may occur 

 

Unlikely –not likely to occur 

 

Remote –so unlikely as to be near zero 
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What happens if it happens? 

Catastrophic –death or permanently disabling 

injury or illness (unable to return to work) 

Serious –severe debilitating injury or illness (able 

to return to work at some point) 

Moderate–significant injury or illness requiring 

more than first aid (able to return to same job) 

Minor –no injury or slight injury requiring no 

more than first aid (little or no lost work time) 
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In other words… 

 

How dangerous is it and how likely it is to 

cause us harm 
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What we focus on 
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Some things to look at: 

MVCs 

Employee Injuries 

Infection Control 

Stretcher Drops 

Patient Injuries 

OSHA Compliance 

High Risk activities 
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Ways to protect ourselves 

Elimination / Replacement 

Engineering controls 

Training and Procedures 

Personal Protective 

Equipment 
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MVCs 
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Problem: 

57% are side or rear impacts 

Type of MVC

Vs. Object Rear End Broadside

SD Sideswipe Parked Veh Other

OD Sideswipe Backed Into Unknown

Head-on

N-246
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Solution: 

Redesign for hi-vis 
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Problem: 

High rate of MVCs with L&S 

2008 Responding with Lights & Sirens

Yes

34%

No

63%

Unkwn
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Yes No UnkwnN=76
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Solution: 

Enforcement of policies 
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Problem: 

Poor seatbelt compliance 

http://blogs.phillyburbs.com/news/bct/wp-content/blogs.dir/3/files/seatbelt_jpg.jpg
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Solution: 

Educational programs 
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How to prevent MVCs 

Screen Driver Abstracts 

Everyone takes CEVO 

Have policies related to operating 

the ambulances  

Use technology 

 The MDCs advise management when 

the unit is speeding 

 The DriveCam enables us to review 

collisions and driver behavior 

 

One option 

Another option 



When it goes bad… 

When it goes really bad… 



Not all MVCs are preventable 

Princeton, NJ 2006 
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Sometimes we can’t prevent it 

Sometimes we can 
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Hi Vis 

Use new safety devices 
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Highway Safety 
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Wake up, we’re almost done 
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New taskings 

Bariatric 

Tactical 

USAR 

Swift Water Rescue 
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Exposure Hazard Control Plans 

Must be reviewed and updated 

annually or as needed 

Document annually, 

consideration and 

implementation of appropriate 

commercially available and 

effective safer medical devices 

Solicit input from non-

managerial employees 

responsible for direct patient 

care who are potentially 

exposed 
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In The News… 

Swine Flu could hit 40% of US 
 Associated Press 

H1N1 Swine Flu virus more dangerous than expected 
 H1N1news.com 

Screenings for staph are now the law 
 Chicago Tribune 

Two more “superbug” cases reported at area schools 
 Asbury Park Press 

When MRSA gets personal 
 ABC News 

Concern at Canarsie school where infected student died 
 Newsday NY  

Killer bacteria outbreaks prompt call for action 
 USA Today 
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Information and Training 

All employees with occupational exposure 

are required to participate in training 

provided at no cost during working hours 

At the time of employment 

At least annually thereafter 

Upon changes to tasks or procedures 
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Record Keeping 

Training records must be maintained for 

three years 

Summary of the training session 

Names and qualifications of persons 

conducting the training 

Names and job titles of persons attending 

the training 
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Sharp Injury Log 

An employer must establish and maintain 

an injury log for 5 years 

Type and brand of device (if a sharp) 

Where injury occurred 

Explanation of how the incident occurred 

 

 45 

Traditional Exposures 



 

 46 

Atypical Exposures 

 

 47 

Vehicle Decon 
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Have a safety motto….. 

http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A0WTefafeRVJxn0A6y2JzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBqaTVsNTFjBHBvcwM1MARzZWMDc3IEdnRpZAM-/SIG=1hc3cbhma/EXP=1226230559/**http:/images.search.yahoo.com/images/view?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=pan+flu&ni=20&ei=UTF-8&fr=yfp-t-501&xargs=0&pstart=1&b=41&w=1438&h=904&imgurl=www.brazoshealth.org/pan flu logo.JPG&rurl=http://www.brazoshealth.org/panflu3.htm&size=430.5kB&name=pan+flu+logo.JPG&p=pan+flu&type=JPG&oid=e302bad2252a6abe&no=50&tt=235&sigr=117d1omgk&sigi=119bumfeh&sigb=138schlo8


MONOC Mobile Health Services 

 

 

 

Have clear cut directions 
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Some resources 
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QUESTIONS ? 
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Peter I. Dworsky 
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