
_ August 2002	 Summer Issue 

Inside this issue: 

Puhe Check 2002 Infc 
Funding for Scholarships 

Legislative Update 
Ell O.... ertrowding 

DOH Policy Statements 
NYSEMSCo lntiClitives 

Scholardhlp & Awards 
Insurance Regulations 

Granls Information 
Federal Funds for AE[)s 

aits from Arollnd Ihe State 
and Beyond 

New Insurance Regula. 
lions on Billing 

DOT Estimates on HWY 
falQlities 

AlternQlive Puel Vehicle 
Crashes 

THE BLANKET 

The Quarterly Newsletter
 
of the NYS Volunteer
 

Ambulance
 
& Rescue Association
 

James S, Downey
 
249-{J7 87th Drive
 

Bellerose NY 11426
 
Phone {718)34~24
 

e-mail,
 
JamesBDown@aol,com 

Nancy Ehrhardt 
87-42 259 Street 

F',oral Park, NY 11001 
PhonefFax 1718.\ 347-7133 
e-mail 

The8IanKel@aol,com 

THE NEW YORK STATE VOLUNTEER AMBULANCE & 
RESCUE ASSOCIATION, INC. 
P.O. BOX 893
 
NANUET, NY 10954-0893
 
PHONE: (877) NYS-VARA
 
FAX: (845) 627-8621
 

A Message from Our President 
:2
 
4
 I wont to thank Henry Ehrhardt, Helen Frtes, Lou
 

Deutsch, Joe DiBenedetto and 011 the members of the

5 
S WTC Claims/Program Advisory Committee of the
 

NYSVA&RA, NYC Reqlcrr/Dlstrtcts 4 & 18 Community
 
6 EMS Fund for all their hard work in processing claims by

7 

squads in New York City who suffered losses of vehicles
 

8 ond equipment on September 1 1. The Fund continues to
 
B
 work on issues that wil! assist volunteer EMS in NYC and
 

storewide.

9 

I was contacted by an editor at JEMS Magazine9 Michael J. Mastrianni, Jr. 
and attended a meeting in May to assist in the planning President, NYS VA&RA 

10 of the EMS Today Conference for 2003 thct will be held 

in Philadelphia, PA on March 18 to 22. The meeting went extremeiv well and as a 

'1	 result I have been osked to represent the Association together with the President of 

the New Jersey State First Aid Council and the EMS Director from Vermont to be on a 
panel to discuss issues that relate to volunteer EMS. This will be a great opportunity12 
to bring notional attention to our Association as well as shore ideas and spotlight is­
sues thot affect volunteer EMS. 

14 We continue to have dialogues with our colleagues in the State fire organiza­
tions, United New York Ambulance Network and our government officials in Albany to 
insure that issues that affect volunteer EMS in New York State are addressed. Along 

with Roy and Kuntree Sweet, I attended the NYS Association of Fire Chief's Confer. 

ence in Syracuse. The Conference gave us an opportunity to speak to vendors and 
meet many people from across the state. It also gave us an opportunity to meet with 

the new Chief's Executive Director and other members of the Executive Board. We 
have enjoyed an excellent relationship with this orqontaotlcn in the past and have 

faintly worked on several Issues. The meetings served to renew and reconfirm the re­
lationship. 

On the financial side, our Treasurer Jean Gouriey reports we have been do­
ing a fairly good job at keeping expenses down and actual expenses have declined 
considerably since 1998-2000. 

I want to thank everyone for the time, effort and dedication that you give to 
our Association. We continue to be the voice of 'volunteer EMS in New York. 

Be safe. 

Mike 

Work Phone (845)627-8613 or e-mail: seamast@aol.com 
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Pulse Check 2002 

The 47th Annual Educational Conference 8. Trade 

Show of the NYS Volunteer Ambulance & Rescue Association 

will be held Thursday September 26th trough Sunday Sep­

tember 29th at the Roaring Brook Resort & Conference Cen­

ter, Lake George, NY. 
A registration packet has been mailed out. Confer­

ence registrations are to be returned to 

Pulse Check 2002 Registrations, 

c/o Henry frick 

P,0. Box 1062 

Tannersville, NY 12485 

Room reservations are to be mailed or FAXed on the 

form provided directly to Roaring Brook. Information on the 

resort is online at www.roorlnqbrcokronch.com. If you need 

conference registration and/or room reservation forms call 

(877) NYSVARA or e-mail PulseCheck2000@aol.com. 

Squad patches are still being accepted for hand­

made quilt(s) and raffle tickets are being sold. We are look­

ing to get District sponsors and bottles for the basket of cheer 

for the Hospitality Room. Chinese Auction items are needed. 

journal ods are encouraged. 

Tenfative Seminar Topics ore Search end Rescue Table Top 

Exercise, NYS Defensive Driving, Basic Training in CISM, MCI 

Incident Commend Table Top Exercise, Abuse, QA/QI Docu­

mentation end more to be announced. 

Trade Show Exhibit Hours will be: 
Friday 10:00 AM to 8:00 PM. 

Saturday 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM 

Closed for lunch 12 to 1 & dinner 6 to 7 

Golf Oufing 
The 4th Annual Golf Outing to benefit the Association will be 

on Thursday September 26, starting at 10,00 AM at the 

Brookhaven CC in Corinth, NY. Greens fees, cart, food on the 

turn, refreshments and cocktail hour costs $75.00 per player. 

Sponsorships are welcome. To register or for more informa­

tion contact: Mandy Squillini 

78 Trailer Pork 

Pomona, NY 10970 

e-mail Medictaz5@aol.com 

or coil (877) NYSVARA 

EMS Drills 
The drills will be held outside and the two drill times ""ill be 

swapped. The ambulonce drill will be on Friday night and the 

EMT and CFR and drills will be on Soturdcv morning. Judges' 

meetings will be held at meal times, with drills to start immedi­

atelyafter. 

The Association is seeking donations toward the 

purchase of trophies to be awarded to participants of the 

State EMS Championships. This is an excellent way to 

commemorate an event or remember a post member or 

loved one. If you, your agency or someone yOli know 

would like to donate a trophy or trophies, please contact 

Kuntee Sweet. 

Trophy Piece-Designation Amount 

Novice-First Responder Drill $75.00 

3rd Place-first Responder Drill S100.00 

2nd Place-First Responder Drill $125.00 

1st Place-First Responder Drill $150.00 

1sf Place-Frist Responder Drill 6 Oscar Trophies $175.00 

Novice-Ambulance Drill $75.00 

3rd Place-Ambulance Drill $100.00 

2nd Plcce-Ambufcnce Drill $125.00 

, sf Place-Ambulance Drill $150.00 

1st Place-Ambulance Drill 5 Oscar Trophies $175.00 

Novice-EMT Drill $75.00 

3rd Place-EMT Drill s100.00 

2nd Place-EMT Drill $125.00 

1st Place-EMT Drill $1 50.00 
1sf Place-EMT Drill 5 Oscar Trophies $175.00 

1st, 2nd, 3rd Places for Problem l·EMT Drill $200.00 

1st, 2nd, 3rd Places for Problem 2-EMT Drill $200.00 

1st, 2nd, 3rd Places for Problem 'l-Hrst Responders 

$200.00 
1sf, 2nd, 3rd Places for Problem 2·First responders 

$200.00 

Journals 

A Souvenir Ad Journal will be published to acknowledge 

the supporters of the Conference and the Association. 

Plecse add your support: S140 Full Page, $75 Half 

Page, $40 Quarter Page, $25 Businesss Card and $5 

Booster. 

For information cali (877) NYSVARA or (51 B) BB3-4192 

or e-maii pulsecheck2000@aoi.com. ..
 
. ' ,.. Direct Mail Fundraising 
'E;mergency Services Trading Cards 
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Fin' Di<..trict...: of '\V\\' York \]utuai Inst!r:li:'l".' Compall!, inc·. 

No matter how touch 
~ 

vee are there for you.
• 

FDJ\T w:s-, founded in 1978 by a group of fire districts. IP reaction Ii..) 

dissatisfaction with [he State Insurance Fund. Fur 2U )C~U':--, \'W 

mission h3S been to provide benevolent claim service - the:' JrJ;l\,Jl;~;:11 

benefits allowable under .:\ew 'York State \'FBL and \·.--\\\'!3L i:iW'-, 

- TO injured volunteer firefighters and ambulance 'oorker-; 

We believe that [he last thing the brave men and women \\h,', i:c:h: 
fires or provide emergency service" should have U' \\1,\;";-:, .rbo.n i... 
their insurance coverage. We provide co\erage based on l{l(]-' j;\'-,'-, 

of earning capacit) for all mcmber-; We' re experienced and re-p '1'­

sive. here 10 proces:; claims promptlv ,1!1c1 j~ljrl: and keep : om (lr~,i­
nization well informed on the SlJtU":' of l':,:;I'"1", 

FD.\I service advantages: 

, ','," Prompt. courteous 2';'-huur l1.~I~~'1 ,~, L '. ~ 
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L\"-,, control ":~;[\ icc ...
 
Timclv 1l1,',J;,~',Li cctivit-, one \.'].:i:~-, ,'\:':1:'~';;,---':_' 1;"l~';":"
 

__~IJ :-~';i,_.I;(I\r.kr" :1,'( protected ,,' tnv \,'\\ )''':,. ""'.II~
 

C:,-,.i!'d:;:'~--' l-und
 

Call I-SSS-J!4-JOO-l for more infortnation <I1),)i..H (IUr 

benevolent claim coverage. 

~--~_ .. -: ­

Fire Districts 
of :"cw Yorh 
Mutual Insurance 
Company. Inc 
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2002-03 New York Stote Budget to Include Funding to Boost Recruitment of 
Volunteer Emergency Personnel • Pion Provides College Tuition For Active 
Volunteers 

Senate Majority Leader Joseph L. Bruno, Senator 
Kenneth P. LaValle and members of the Senate Majority an­

nounced on May 16, 2002 that the 2002·2003 budget will 

include 52 million in funding for the Volunteer Recruitment 
Service Scholarship Program to boost the ranks of firefighter 

and ambulance volunteers by offering free college tuition. 
"On September 11 th we saw the critical importance of hav­

ing courageous, well-trcined firefighters ready to save 
lives," Senator Bruno said. "That goes not only for big cities, 

but towns all over the store who need volunteers for fire 
companies and emergency service corps to protect the pub­

lic and ably respond to emergencies. I am pleased that this 
year's budget includes an attractive financial incentive to 

ensure a steady supply of volunteers are available when a 
call for help comes in." "Volunteer firefighters, ambulance 

workers, and emergency medical personnel put their lives at 
risk on a daily basis to provide an invaluable service to our 

communities," said Senator Kenneth LaValle (R-C, Port Jef­
ferson). ~The promise of a college education is a proven 
incentive and appropriate reward for those members of our 
community who donate their time and talent for the protec­

tion and safety of others as well as on excellent way to 
show support of their efforts and personal gaols." The 

budget would provide $2 million to pay up to the level of 

SUNY college tuition -- up to $3,400 a year thot could be 
used at any public or independent degree granting college 
or institution in New York approved by the regents. The tui­

tion benefit sholl be effective starting the Fall semester fol­
lowing enactment of the bill. It is estimated that up to 500 

volunteers could benefit each year under the program. 
Eligibility requirements: 

- applications must be postmarked by August 9th 
- must continue to be active in the fire or ambulance com­

pany while attending school 

- must attend a college within 50 miles of their fire company 

or emergency company 
- may attend full time or port time 
- must maintain at least a "C" average 

- volunteer must be a New York State resident 

- any volunteer without a baccalaureate degree or higher is 

eligible 
- awards will be certified each semester or quarter by the 

Higher Education Services Corporation who will account 

for any other student financial aid support such as TAP be­
fore providing tuition assistance 

Nationally, the number of volunteer firefighters has 

declined 10 percent over the past 20 years, while the nvrn­

ber of calls to volunteer fire companies rose 50 percent 
or more. In New York State, the number of volunteers 

has dropped by at least 1 1,000 over the past three to 

five years, to 109,000, according to Jim Williams, Presi­

dent of the Fire Association of the State of New York, a 
coalition of 2,000 volunteer fire and emergency service 

companies across the state. A similar free tuition pro­
gram was enacted in 1996 to help fill vacancies in the 

state's National Guard ranks. That program has bene­
fited over 2,000 Guardsmen a year. 

Medtronic If]J II 
JOlin Guhir 

I·..:"otron.·; Phy ... ~-cQ~";' 

I~'" ~,," .. I'IE 

SARAMED 

, - " 

Drills 
There will be two drills in August: 

'* Sunday, August 11 at Hecksher State Park in Suffolk 

County, Long Island. Evaluator's meeting at 100m, 
Captain's meeting at 11 :30. The competition will 

start about noon. 

Contact Jerry Wright (631 )669-0186. 
* Sunday, August 24 at Hecksher State Park with the 

same times as above. 

Contact Pat Flanogan (6311581-2785. 
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Legislative Committee Update 

2002 lEGISLATIVE SESSION - HIGHLIGHTS 

Volunteer Recruitment Services Scholarship The state 

budget includes $2,000,000.00 in funding for a Volunteer 
Recruitment Services Scholarship to help boost the ranks of 

volunteer fire departments and ambulance services. The 

program is administered by the NYS Higher Education Serv­

ices Corporation. 

Tree of life EMS Line of Duty Memorial - Funding was in­
cluded in the state budget to establish a "Tree of Life" EMS 
Line of Duty Death Memorial on the grounds of the Empire 

State Plaza in Albany. 

Real Property Tax Abatement For Volunteer Emergency Pro­
viders - State legislation was passed to allow additional 
counties ( Suffolk, Nassau, Erie, Dutchess, Otsego, Steuben, 

Putnam, Wyoming) to offer 0 

real property tax abatement 

of up to 10 percent for eligible _ 
volunteer emergency services -­
providers. 

_-~_~:-_~~;..__.. _~_.--_.~~­

.., , IITI·I· 
" )E~._-

AEDs Requirecl in NYS PUblic~'~~;~-:---·---='----"-_Iiit:-·,~--=·_­

Schools - Public school facilities 
Legislative Committee 

in NYS are required to have on 
Howard Collman, Chair 

site in each instructional facility 
functional defibrillator(s) in quantities and types deemed by the 

Commissioner of Education in consultation with the Commissioner 
of Health to be adequate to ensure ready and appropriate 

access during emergencies. In addition, whenever public school 
facilities are used for school sponsored or school approved cur­

ricular or extra curricular events or activities and whenever a 
school sponsored athletic contest is held at any location school 

officials shall ensure that AED equipment is on site. Facilities 

and providers covered by the jaw are considered Public Access 
Providers. 

Emergency Department Overcrowding and Diversions Prompt Leiter From DOH 
Commissioner 

Dr. Antonia C. Novello, Commissioner of the NYS 

Department of Health, issued a letter on 4/8/02 to the 
Chief Executive Officers of all hospitals in the state. It em­

phasized that ERs must remain open to ambulances and must 
maintain the capacity to accept new emergency patients. 

Guidelines included points addressing overcrowding, emer­

gency preparedness, hospital obligations and responsibili­
ties including: 

- During peak periods of overcrowding, as a temporary 

emergency measure, the use of beds in solariums and hall­


ways near nursing stations should be considered.
 
- Ambulance diversion is an emergency response to over­


crowding that is to be used sparingly and only upon direc­

tion of a hospital's key administrative staff.
 

- Ambulances and EMS personnel should not be detained in
 

the emergency department and should be placed 

promptly back in service. 

New Updated Emergency Services Infection Control Manual Now Available 

The United States Fire Administration (USFA), part of 
the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), an­

nounced on June 10, 2002 the availability of a new and up­

dated document detailing the most comprehensive and updated 
infection control programs and practices for local-level fire cnd 

emergency medical service (EMS) departments. The updated 
Guide to Managing on Emergency Services Infection Control 

Program provides new and expanded information in this area. 
Since the original publication in 1992, many advances have 

occurred in the field of infection control. The guide is designed 

to meet or exceed all applicable Federal laws and regulations 
and notional standards and guidelines at the time of publica­

tion. "Infection control, including issues such as Hepatitis C expo­
sure, is an essential health and safety topic for the fire service 

today," said U.S. Fire Administrator R. David Pcutison. "Every 

fire and emergency services deportment needs to have a 

strong infection control program as part of an overall depart­
mental health and safety strategy." Limited quantities of this 

publication may be ordered free of charge. It is available in 
printed as well as downloadable format via the Internet. Visit 

the USFA on the World Wide Web at http)/www.usfa.fema. 
gov and click on publications. Departments also can contact 

USFAs Publications Office at (800) 561-3356 or (301) 447­

1189 or FAX your request to (301) 447- 1213. Mail orders 
will also be accepted at the following address: U.S. Fire Ad­

ministration, Publications, 16825 South Seton Avenue, Emmits­

burg, Maryland 21727 
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Operational Resource Guide Sent to VACs 

As the management of an Emergency Medical Service 
(EMS) agency becomes more complicated, the NYS Department 
of Health's Bureau of EMS has sent all squads in the state a 
binder with information to serve as an Operational Resource 
Guide as a tool to aid in dey-to-dey management. In addition 
to valuable resource information, the guide provides squads 
with the most current versions of: 
- Laws applicable to EMS Providers 
- Bureau of EMS issued Policy Statements 
- Contact information for state & federal agencies 
- DOH forms 
- Processing and administering controlled substance medications 
- Frequently asked questionsand fact sheets 
- Quality Improvement for NYS Prehospital Care Providers 

manual 
- Sections of the Prehospital Care Provider Student Reference 

Guide 
- Communications information 
- NYS Basic life Support Protocols 
- Recertification through Continuing Medical Education Pro­

gram 
- Reciprocity information 

The guide includes many items previously released 
by the Bureau of EMS but never compiled into a single re­
source. While the guide is a comprehensive resource, EMS 
management and policy development are a dynamic proc­
ess and updates and changes are constantly happening. All 
updates to the guide will take the form of releases sent to 
agencies in service mailings as well as postings to the Bu­
reau's web site at www.health.state.ny.us/nysdoh/ems/main. 
htm. 

Recently Issued NYS DOH Policy Statements
 

02-02 05/01/02 CERTIFICATION FOR INDIVIDUALS 
WITH CRIMINAL CONVICTIONS: Describes the process for 
review of criminal convictions for candidates seeking EMS 
certification. In addifion, it describes the responsibilities for 
the candidate, the certified instructor coordinator (CIC) and 
the Deportment. 

02-03 05/08/02 INSPECTIONS: To insure ccmpll­
once with the New York State Public Health Low and the 
associated Codes, Rules, Regulations and Policy Statements, 
the Deportment of Health is authorized to conduct full serv­
ice inspections/surveys as well as individual vehicle inspec­
tions. This authorization is listed under the Powers and Du­
ties of the Deportment and Commissioner in Section 3011 of 
the New York State Public Health Law which states: The De­
partment may inquire into the operation of ambulance serv­
ices and advanced life support first response services and 
conduct periodic inspections of facilities, communication serv­
ices, vehicles, methods, procedures, staff and equipment. 
Policy Statement covers what is reviewed and gives a refer­
ence list of other Policy Statements listing items subject to 
inspection by the Department. 

02~04 03/12/02 REQUIRED CPR TESTING,' In order 
to be admitted to the State final practical skills exam stu­
dents must pass CPR testing based on AHA Guidelines issued 
in 2000. Educational materials from AHA, Red Cross, Nc­
tlcno! Safety Councilor other educational material which 
meets AHA Guidelines 2000 may be used. Course Sponsors 
may not waive CPR testing for students that come into a 

close with current AHA or ARC CPR cards but must con­
duct CPR testing during class which includes adult & in­
fant obstructed airway procedures, adult 1 and 2 res­
cuer CPR plus child & infant CPR. 

02-0807/02/02 USE OF "MARK I KITS" (ATROPEN 
AUTO~INJECTOR & PRALIDOXIME CHLORIDE INJEC­
TOR): Provides EMS agencies with guidelines on the ap­
propriate use of "Mark I Kits". The kits contain cctolnlec­
tors containing antidotes Atropine Sulfate and Prolldcx­
ime Chloride to be used in instances of exposure to a 
nerve or organophosphate agent. Oniy those EMS serv­
ices that are part of the Metropolitan Medical Response 
Systems (MMRS) located in Buffalo, New York City, 
Yonkers, Rochester and Syracuse and/or 0 Municipal Re­
sponse Plan are authorized to purchase and utilize the 
specialized equipment and medications needed in WMD 
incidents including "Mark I Kits". The guidelines for the 
use of the "Mark I Kits" were developed by the Bic­

Terrorism subcommittee of the State Emergency Medical 
Advisory Committee (SEMAC). They were then adopted 
by the SEMAC as well as the State Emergency Medical 
Services Council (SEMSCO) to provide guidance to EMS 
agencies who are a part of the MMRS end/or a Munici­
pal Response Plon. 

Full text of all current Policy Statements can be viewed 
online at www.healfh.state.ny.us/nysdoh/ems/publow. 
htm. 
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NYS EMS Council Initiatives 

Dr. Arthur Cooper, the newly elected choir of the State EMS 

Council (SEMAC), has charged several subcommittees with 
some initiatives for the coming year. It is hoped that reports 

will be produced that provide speclfic and explicit advice to 

the DOH as to how each of the specified tasks can be 

achieved. 
Education 
Develop a plan in collaboration with me Departments of 

health and Education to increase EMS training programs in 

high schools and community colleges. 
Evaluation 
Develop and implement a plan in collaboration with State 

Emergency Medical Advisory Council (SEMAC) to review the 
safety and efficacy of prehospital intubation in NYS. 
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Medical Standards 
(1) Develop a plan in cooperation with SEMAC and the 
Department of Health Institutional Board to increase EMS 

research opportunities. 

(2) Develop and implement a plan and statewide proto 
col in collaboration with the SEMAC for inter-facility 

transport whether by ground or by air ambulance. 

Systems 
(1) Develop a plan in cooperation with the Department 
of Health Bureau of Hospitol Services to enhance the 

linkages between hospitals and EMS agencies. 
(2) Develop and implement a plan in collaboration with 

SEMAC and the New York Chapter of the American col 
lege of Emergency physicians to obtain medical directors 

for volunteer EMS agencies. 

Weapons of Mass Destruction Videos Sent to Squads by NYSDOH
 

As part of the NYS DOH Bureau of EMS' commitment to pro­
vide squads w~th information regarding response to a weap­

ons of mass destruction (WMD) incident, the Bureau has pro­
vided two (2) video education programs. WMD and the First 

Responder and Survilling WMD were produced by the US 

Justice Deportment and provided by the Office of Justice Pro­
grams. They were reproduced by the Bureau of EMS and 

mailed out and should hove been received by squads by mid 
May. It is in the best interest of all EMS provders to become 
familiar with the information contained in these videos. 

Recently Issued State EMS Council (SEMAC) Advisories
 
SEMAC Advisories, issued under the authority of Article 30 

of the New York State Public Health Law, Section 3002-0 
(2) and with the Commissioner of Health's approval, are 

statutorily authorized and approved by the Deportment as 
appropriate guidance for pre-hospital patient core. The 
full text of the below advisories are available online at 

www.health.state.ny.us/nysdoh/ems/opsguide.htm 

02-0 J Effective July J, 2002 Secondary Confirmation of 

srrr 
Endotracheal intubation in adult and pediatric patients with 

severe respiratory failure or arrest can be a vital interven· 

tion for the pre-hospital advanced life support provider. 
However, since failure to detect improper placement of on 

endotracheal tube can be fatal, utmost care must be taken 
to ensure proper placement, Advanced life support provid­

ers should use both primary 'and secondary confirmation of 
endotracheal tube placement to reduce the chance of un­

recognized misplacement or dislodgement. Use of a secon­
dary confirmation device is particularly important in the 

pre-hospital setting and ambulance environment where 

movement of the patient at the scene and during transport 
increase the potential for unrecognized dislodgement. 

02~02 Effedille July 1, 2002 AED for Pediatric Patients 
The FDA recently cleared the use of one manufacturer's 

product which lowers the energy level delivered by an AED 
(50 joules I to be appropriate for children up to 8 yrs./55 

lbs. Previously, AEDs were not recommended for use in 
children 8 yrs and under 55 lbs. The use of the pediatric­

modified cable and pad system for children 1-8 years was 
approved by the Emergency Medical Advisory Committee 

(SEMACi as on optional service for both EMS providers and 

those participating in the Public Access Defibrillation (PAD) 
progrom. The EMSC Advisory Committee developed a 

SEMAC Advlsorv with guidelines for training and appropri­
ate use, along with a provision to monitor its use through 

data collection and review efforts. 

Under development by SEMAC is an advisory on the impor­
tance of cervical spine immobilization of children with Down 

syndrome, even if, the trauma sustained is considered to be 

mild. 'This is due to the increased prevalence of Atlantoax­

ial Instability (AAI) in patients with the disorder. This condi­
tion puts patients with Down syndrome at increased risk of 

spinal cord injury. 
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2002 Association Scholarship 2002 Special Awards 

Each year at the Annual Meeting and Educational 

Conference (Pulse Check) up to three $500 awards are pre­
sented to qualifying recipients. To be eligible for one of 

these cash awards the following criteria must be met: 

1. Age Open - No restrictions 
2. The award MUST be used for emergency medical related 

field (Not for a Basic EMT or CFR course). 

3. The applicant or immediate family member MUST be ac­
tive in a squad and a member in good standing of the Asso­

ciation. 
4. Application must be postmarked by August 15 of this year. 

5. The course/school must start in the current year. 

2002 Special Awards 

Each year at its annual meeting, the Association gives special
 

awards for meritorious acts that are above and beyond the
 

call of duty and recognizes people who have shown leader­

ship or meritorious service in other areas of EMS. The gen­


eral requirements are:
 
- Ail nominees except for certain areas must have been a
 
member of a member organization or on individual member
 

of the Association in good standing at the time of the oct.
 
- A unit nominated for a Unit Citation at the time of the oct
 

must have been a member in good standing with the organi­


zation.
 
- All nominees must have performed the oct or service within
 

the award period,
 
Award period: June 1, 2001 to May 31, 2002
 

Award nominations due: August 15, 2002
 

Award categories:
 
Meritoriovs Award: The nominee is to have performed an oct
 

which is considered dangerous or as being characterized as
 
"at great persona! risk".
 

Edvcator of the Yeor Award: The nominee must be recognized
 

by the New York Store Department of Health as a certified
 
instructor. Through outstanding teaching, publication or re­


search has greatly improved pre-hospital services at the lo­

cal, county, regional or state level.
 

President's Award: The nominee is to have mode 'on excep­


tional contribution to EMS activities.
 

6. Applicant MUST be a New York State resident. 

After meeting eligibility requirements applicants are re­

quired to submit the following for consideration: 

A. Completed application (see below) 
B. Proof of schooling - admission slip or letter from lnstruc­
to, 
C. Proof of current membership in squad and NYSVA&RA 
D. Brief essay on why the award would benefit the appli ­

cant 
E. Three (3) Letters of Recommendation with nome, ad­

dress and phone number of the writer 

Civilian Award: The nominee is to be a non-member of the 

Association, not ambulance personnel; nor involved in the 
medica! field and is to have performed on oct of personal 

bravery or initiative and capability in the saving of a life. 

Unit Citation: The nominee ls to have performed an act 
involving on outstanding unit operation dependant upon 

teamwork and cooperation. 

Yovth Sqvad Award: The nominee is to have performed 

outstanding service to their local unit, community or to the 

Association. 

EMS Person of the Yeor Award: awarded from nominees 
to other cotegories with the preference given for Meritori ­
ous Awards. 

Medical Director of the Year Award: The nominee, from the 

medical profession, is to have contributed to the volun­
teers' knowledge and guidance. 

Information for NYSVA&RA Scholarship and Special Awards 
can be obtained from the Choir of Special Awards Commit­
tee: Nancy Pacella 

8 Arrowhead Ct. 
Newburgh, NY 12550 
(845) 569-2101
 
e-maiI;NonPacella@aol.com
 

The +7ill ..Annual Educational Leadership Award: The nominee is to have performed out­ PULSE CHECK 2002 
Confereru:e and Trnde Show 

standing service to the Association or a member organization September 26 to 29 at--j-~-,-~ i-T -;T~ 
Roanng BrOOK Conference Center of the Association. 

lake GeCJI"ge, XevYork:J1.::i<,::;jJA..J~""" 
" , ' ; 
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Emergecy Responders Flood FEMAs ONP With Advice on First 
Responder Gronts Process 

The Federal Emergency Management Office's (FEIv\A) Office 

of Notional Preparedness (ONP) estimates that it hcs received over 

800 responses from the first responder community and others in con­
nection with its request for comment 00 ttl'<! proposed First Responder 

Initiative grants process published in the Federal Register on April 16. 
FEIv\A cttcots say they believe the moqnitude of this response is at 
least twice that of any other the agency has ever received. The notice 

wa~ published in the Federal Regi:rter as port of a preliminary process 

to enable the agency to lmplemeot the grants program quickly if Md­

ing is approved by Ccocress, Al this time, the President's request for 

first responder funds for FE/vIA in the FY 2002 supplemental and FY 

2003 budget are not affected by hi; recently announced proposal for 

a new Deportment of Homeland Secnitv, FE.M.A ond ONP will continue 

work as the reorganization moves forward and the:.r efforts ore folded 

into the proposed Deportment. 'The, ceo-meets on rhe first responder 

grants program come from individual firefighter; and fire chiefs, police 

officers, senrdr and rescue teams, emergency medico I persomel 
and state and local emergency managers. The agency 0150 

heard from cities, towns, ccorrnes, fire departments, county sheriff's 

departments, ambulance services, regional plaming agencies, 

universities, fire rescoe training centers, training officers, Notional 

Guard members, hazardous materials medical officers, and more 

than 75 members of a state firefighters association At least one 
on individual or organization from each of the 50 stoles and the 
District of Cchmblc sent in their comments, with the highest number 

of responses received from Califomia, New York, Texas and Vir­

ginia. 
The responses to FENIA's first responder initiative are 

overwhelmingly positive. For more information on me, public com­

ments received by FEMA visit: http;//www.nvfc.org/news/ 

m_fema_onphtml 

Federal Funds Avoilable for AEDs in Rurol Areos
 

The Health Resources and Services Administration 

(HRSA) published in the Federal Register a notice of cvotlcbrl­
ity of funds ($ 12.5 million;' for its Rural AED Program. Addi­

tional material is on HRSA's website http,/'/w'WVV.ruralhealth. 

hrsa.gov/hmding/aed.htm. The deadline for applications is 

July 15,2002. 
Important Information on Grant Program; 

Gronts will be given to community partnerships to pro­

vide far the purchase, placement and training in the use of 

automated extemol defibrillators (AEDs) and related activities 

in eligible rural areas. 

An applicant must be a multi-county, regional or Statewide 

ccnsortlom of rural ccrnrnunltv organizations applying as a 

cornmunitv partnership. Each community partnership must have 

a designated lead applicant to apply as the grantee of rec­

ord and act as a fiscal agent for the partnership. Funding 

pre-ference will be granted to applications that are Statewide 

in cccpe. Additional funding priority will be given to State­

wide community partnerships that identify their State Office of 

Emergency Medical Services 05 the lead opoltconr and/or in­

clude emergency first response entities te.q., EMS, low en­

forcement and fire departments) that are cur rently operating 

without AEDs. 

Security is Everyone's Concern 

All emergency services personnel are advised to lock 

emergency vehicles whenever they are unattended espe­

cially at incident scenes ond hospitals. Promptly report any 

unusuol or suspicious interest in emergency operations or re­

sponse procedures to proper authorities. 

in order to qualify cis a Statewide community part­

nership, not every eligible county within a State need apply 

but must have a State Office as the lead applicant. Se­

lected locations around the Stale should be identified by the 

lead applicant to achieve fair geographical, organizational 

(e.g., first response verses public access placement) and re­

source allocation. The Slate Office of Emergency Medical 

Services is a logical lead applicant to disseminate funding to 

individual entities within the partnership given their statutory 

role in medical direction and regulation. Other State Of­

fices eligible to accept these Federal grant funds Include the 

Stote Office of Rural Health or a division within the Depart­

ment of Health. The State Office of Rural Health is a valu­

able resource for consulting in public access AED placement 

for those areas that lack EMS services, or are located too 

far owo y to be of practical benefit to a community. 

Community partnerships that apply without their State Office 

of Emergency Medicol Services as the lead oppliccnt must 

»ork with the State Office of Emergency Medical Services 

on issues related to medical direction and integration and 

placement of AEDs into existing EMS systems. 

[errv Herbst 
~,~ e,; E'-2~;J::'.t 

.,; C.,,,i:,;, ,-',", ""~Uc' 

,"r~,.'" ';ich '," :~\.'~ 
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Bits from Around the State and Beyond
 
~ -~---

DISTRICT I - Rockland 
County awards Kitty Roo­
ney-Koch Title of Director 
Emeritus. At its EMS 
Week Recognition Dinner 
in May the district 
awarded Ms. Koch the 

c -"" title for her long and 

dedicated service to the 
District and Association, 431 EMS personnel were in atten­
dance at the dinner 

DISTRICT 4 & 18 - NYC Region, EMS Week Dinner 
On Tuesday evening May 21,2002 over 430 

members of the ctty's VACs/VFDs, their guests and repre­
sentatives from the Regional EMS Council of NYC, NY$ 
DOH, FDNY and elected officials attended the 2002 EMS 
Week Awards, Recognition and Remembrance Dinner held 
at Russo's on the Boy in Howard Beach. There was a can­
die lighting ceremony to remember the 8 EMS personnel 
who died on 9/11/01 and plaque, were presented to all 
the squads in NYC who either responded to Manhattan for 
rescue and recovery efforts or who placed extra crews in 
service in their primary and mutual aid crecs to ensure 
"routine" emergency calls were handled promptly. Spe­

cial Awards & Recognition were presented to, Hon. Betsy 
Gotbaum, Public Advocate of NYC and community leader, 
Lynn Schulman for efforts in obtaining the September 11 th 
Fund Grant which helped replace volunteer squad's vehi­
cles and equipment lost at WTC, Hen. Frank Pcdcvcn & 
Han. Serphin R. Maltese, NYS Senators: For efforts in ob­
taining funding to provide new ambulance vehicles for 
each volunteer emergency medical service in their Senate 
Districts. 

Glendole VAC You'fh Squad, For planning, organization
 
and implementation of Community Graffiti Clean-up Pro­

gram in 2001.
 
Glen Oaks VAC Youth Squad: For planning, orgonizing
 
ond implementing Community World Trade Center Relief
 
Effort - September 12 to September 15, 2001.
 

DISTRICT 4 - VAC Member Honored by Little Neck­

Douglaston Memorial Day Parade Committee, Christo­

pher Benson of Glen Oaks VAC was named Youth Of the
 

Yeor by the 2002 Little Neck- Douglaston Memorial Dcv
 
Parade Committee. Christopher, student, athlete and com­

munity volunteer, was born in Flushing and now lives in LIt­

tle Neck. While 0 student at Louis Pasteur Middle School
 
(MS 67,) he volunteered for training in first aid and CPR,
 
for duty ot sporting events with EMT personnel. A Junior
 

at Benjamin Cordozo High School, Christopher is on the La­
crosse team. He is also a Lieutenant and CFR with the Glen 
Oaks volunteer Ambulance Corps, ond a member of Ex­
.plcrer Scouts Post 2-105 which meets ot the 105th Preclncr. 
He has expressed a desire to enter the NYPD in or, Emer­

gency Service Unit Christopher has been acclaimed as a 
"Most Valuoble Player" by the New York Mets, and hon­
ored as a "Home Town Hero" by St. Mary's Foundation for 
Children and the Times/Ledger Newspapers. 

DISTRICT 5 - OranQe County, reports Rob Ruston, Town Of 
Newburgh VAC was elected Secretory. Mary lennon, Charter 
Member of the Town of Montgomery VAC has died. Mary was 
o post Chairperson of District 5 and also served on many com­
mittees. She will be missed. 

DISTRICT 7 - Huntington Community First Aid Squod 

(HCFAS) in Suffolk County dedicated their new building on 
Sunday, June 2, 2002. Ground breaking originally took 
place April 29, 2000 but it was well worth the wait. The 
building is a two story, elevator equipped, fully sprinkle red 
structure with five (5) drive thru "truck" boys. There is 0 dis­
patch area, crew room, bunk room, large troining crec plus 
offices for the officers and the Boord of Directors. The 

squad's web site at www.hefas.org provides a construction 
history with pictures that other ,quads planning 0 new build­
ing might find useful as it mentions a number of unantici­
pated problems that came up. These included 0 group of 
people showing up shortly after construction began claiming 
to own the property, utility lines where they should not have 
been, etc. HCFAS provides six Advonced Life Support Am­
bulances ond Emergency Medicol Services to the residents 
of the Huntington Community Ambulance District loco ted 
within the Town of Huntington, New York. Its 175 members 
respond to an annual cai! volume of approximately 4400 

calls. 

DISTRICT 20 - Postmaster of Block River, NY (Jefferson Countf) 
in conjunction with a nationwide campaign by rhe US Postel 
Service, extended on invitation to three local eceoees, the 
Black River Ambulance Squad, lnc., me Bleck River Fire Deport­
ment and the Rutland Volunteer Fire Deportment to attend a 
recognition ceremony on June 14th. At the ceremony, Pcsrmes­
ter Rosanne Sorensen stoted "I wish to present to you a {romed 

Proclamation, whig, includes the new Heroes Stamp, recogniz­
ing the varied roles you provide in professional and volunteer 
protective services. We wish to salute the countless ccts of 
heroism and unprecedented commitment you 011 provide to our 
community." 

(Conttnued on page JIi 
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Green Light for New Insurance Regulations Mean Less Time to File 

THIS MEANS SQUADS NEED TO GET THEIR PROPERLY COM·
 
PLETED BILLING FORMS AND PCRS TO CAG PROMPTLY. I
 
WOULD RECOMMEND IN NO MORE THAN SEVEN DAYS
 
AFTER INCIDENT.
 
Bryce Friedman, Esq., Counsel to the NYS Volunteer Ambu­


lance & Rescue Association
 
An appellate court Thursday, April 4, 2002 vacated 

a temporary injunction that had put controversial new lnsur­

once regulations on hold; this means thct New York occident 
victims, doctors and cmbulcnce services now have less time to 
file no-fcult insurance claims. The regulations •• championed 

by Superintendent of Insurance Gregory V. Serio to fight ram­
pant insurance fraud and rapidly rising premiums •• had been 

quashed repeotedly by trial and appellate courts until Febru­
ary, when Manhattan Supreme Court Justice William A, wet­
zel found thot the superintendent did not overstep his authority 

by enacting the rules. The Medical Society of the State of 
New York and the New York State Trial Lawyers Association, 

which had successfully fought the regulations since they were 
first introduced MO years ago, immediately appealed the rul­

ing, saying Serio hod Instituted changes rightfully governed by 

More Bits From ArouncJ the State (commuedjrom Page 10) 

DISTRICT 16 - Monroe County Plans New Radio System. At a 
recent presentation that was widely ottended by the volunteer 
fire departments, it was announced that the present dispatch 
system will be modified in 2004 into narrow bend redio chan­
nel operations. This change will render most base stations and 
pager~ obsolete. Each fire and EMS agency will be responsi­
ble for their own system. The county has no plans to provide 
pagers as It presently does. By receiving this information, 
agencies will have svffkient time to budget for the new equip­
ment. A full report on the events and 1997 report prompting 
the sweeping change is online at www.monroecounty.gov/ 
aboutmcjemssummary.stm 

Norttl Stlor&-Long Island J&wj~h C&nt&, for EMS Gets Pre­
mler Accreditation - The North Shore-Long Island Jewish 
(NS-UJ) Health System announced in May that its Center for 
Emergency Medical Services was awarded a certificate of 
full accreditation from the Commission on Accreditation of 
Ambulance Services (CAAS), making it the first and only am­
bulance service in the NYC-Long Island metropolitan area to 
receive this distinction. The accreditation is valid for three 
yeer s and North Shore-l1J becomes only the 69th agency in 
the United States to receive this recognition. The commission, 
on independent body based in Illinois, is a non-profit organi­
zation that was established to encourage and promote quality 
patient core in America's medico I system. tt defines a stan­

the Legislature. Appellate Division, First Deportment, Justice 

David B. Soxe granted the organizations a temporary stay two 
days after Justice Wetzel's ruling. But Thursday, a panel of the 

court, which Included Justice Saxe, denied a permanent injunc­
tion that would have put the rules on hold untll the case is de· 

cided. A date for oral arguments has not been set. The panel's 
order means the new rules •• known as Regulation 68 •• are 

effective immediately. The rules give motorists 30 days rather 

than 90 doys to file nc-fcult dorms, ond give doctors 45 days 
rather than 180 days to file compensation claims. The Insurance 

Department argues that the reduced time limits will decrease 

fraud, which according to the office costs New Yorkers $1 bll­
lion a year in excess insurance premiums. "It's disappointing," 

said Thomas F. Gleason of Gleason Dunn Walsh & O'Shea, 
who represented the Medical Society of the State of New York, 
of the ruling. He stressed that the court's findings were not c re­

flection of the merits of the appeal, and said he was certain the 

medical society would not drop its suit. Gleason said his client 

would continue to argue that Serio's actions were beyond the 
scope of his power. In the pest , the groups have also argued 
that the rules would be so restrictive as to shut out thouscnds of 

dard for the medical transportation industry that is at a higher 
caliber than typically required for state licensing. During a 
week-long, on-site inspection the Commission team looked at 
all aspects of the service's operation including policies and 
procedures, the chain of command to interagency relations, 
human resources, clinical quality, operational efficiencies, 
regulatory compliance issues, and a host of other areas of the 
business. 

Founded in 1993, the Center of Emergency Medical 
Services (CEMS) is the largest hospital based services East of 
the Mississippi. It employs 250 eMTs and Paramedics and has 
60 vehicles with resources organized into three divisions. Inter 
Facility is responsible for the transportation of about 2,300 
patients throughout the NS-LIJ Health System's facilities utiliz­
ing 38 BlS and ALS ambulances. NYC 911 Division provides 
emergency services in the borough of Queens answering about 
1,550 emergency calls monthly with 8 BlS and ALS vehicles as 
a participating member of the FDNY run municipal response 
system. Isllp Paramedic First Responders answer about 400 
calls a month making cvolloble paramedics to back up local 
volunteer ambulance squad, and fire departments in the. Town 
of Islip. Home to tne Regional Healthcare Emergency Man­
agement Training Center, CEMS also participate; in a variety 
of community service initiatives. The notion's third largest, non­
profit, secular heclthcc-e system. the NS-lIJ Health System 
provides care for people at all stage; of illness throughout 
Long Is(and, Queen> and Staten Island. The system includes 18 

(Contllwed on page 13) 
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DOT Releases Preliminary Estimates of 2001 Highway Fatalities 

The u.s. Deportment of Transportation's National 
Highway fraffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) 1n April an­
nounced its preliminary analysis of highway traffic fatalities 
in 2001. According to these estlmctes, traffic fotallty and 
injury rates remained at historic lows in 2001. Deaths of 
children ages 15 and under dropped to the lowest level 
since reccrd-keeplnq began. The preliminary fatality rate 
per 100 milHon vehicle miles travelled (VMT) was 1.50 in 
2001, a stotistically insignificant change from the final 2000 
rate of 1.52. ihe total number of people killed in highway 
crashes in 2001 was estimoted to be 41,730, compared to 
41,821 in 2000, The number of people injured dropped 
from 3.2 million in 2000 to 3.0 million in 2001. In 200 1, ve­
hicle miles traveled increased slightly to 2.7/8 trillion in 
2001, up from 2.75 trillion in 2000. 60 percent of those 
killed In crashes lost year were not belted. 

NHTSA's FatalITy Analysis Reporting System (FARS) 
also shows that in 2001: 
. Motorcycle fatalities increased for the fourth year in a row 
followIng years of steady improvement. With 3,067 killed 
in 2001, it was the highest number of motorcycle fctclities 
since 1990. 

NYS EMS Council 

MA Y 22, 2002 MEETING 
- There are 1,976 EMS services in the state. Rural counties 
show a decline in the number of EMS providers with the 
whole state else seeing a slow decline. 
- State budget has provided $200,000 for establishing the 
EMS Memorial in Albany. 
- Notional Registry Exam process was looked at to see if 
state might go with that exam. Recommendation was that 
New York continue to have its own exam. 
- Mark I nerve gas antidote kits for two products. atropine 
and pralidoxine, were approved for use with emergency 
preparedness plans. Should not be self administered 
- WMD awareness and operations training should be pro­
vided EMS personnel. Recommended one of three courses: 
state, FEMA or DOD. There is a need to odd an EMS Mod­
ule to these programs. 

" Public Access Defibrillation (PAD) programs continue to 
increase. Statewide there are 1,291 agencies with almost 
53,000 trained providers using 3,900 AEDs. During the 
first quarter of 2002 there were reports of 73 persons de­
fibrillated with 21 instances of spontaneous return of pulse. 
• BLS protocols were deliberated and passed. Trauma Trl­

· The percentage of alcohol-related deaths in 2001 re­

mained unchanged ot 40 percent ~ 16;652 deaths.
 
· Fatalities involving lorge truck crcshes dropped from
 
5,211 in 2000 to 5,192 in 2001.
 
· The number of pedestrians killed, 4,698, remained virtually
 
unchanged.
 
· Young drivers (16-20) were involved in 7,547 fete!
 
crashes in 2001 compared to 7,607 in 2000.
 
· The number of fatalities for children under five dropped
 
5,4 percent from 706 in 2000 to 668 in 2001. The number
 
of fatalities for children oges five to 15 dropped 5.5 per­

cent from 2,105 in 2000 to 1,990 in 200 1.
 
NHTSA annually collects crash statistics from 50 states and
 
the District of Columbia to produce the annual report on
 
traffic fatality trends. The final 2001 report, pending com­

pletlon of dote collection and quality control verlf1cation, will
 
be available in August. Summaries of the preliminary
 
report are available on the NHfSA website at http://www­

n r d.n h r s c . d ot. 9 ov / pdf /n I'd, 3 O/NCSA/
 
Rpts/2002/2001 EARelease.pdf.
 

Charlie Adams 
,~_- ; ..'''''~ \'"nJccr 
_r,I;!c \~,~ Y;r~ 

15 C~nter\'"jt R,j~d Phone: (800) 533"0523 Ex!. 563 
Henniker. To.;H 1J3~~~-::~93 Fax; (BOG) 257-5713 
Email' CAd3msGBo\mcTrec.com 

wwv.boundlrce.com 

age guidelines have used ACP standards. The Cincinnati 
Stoke Scale was incorporated. Position of restraint was 
chcnqed to vary depending on the clrccrnstcnces . most ap­
propriate position may be supine or prone. Protocols will 
be released in looseleaf form to accommodate for future 
updates, 

- Full Service Inspections of crnbulonce services are being 
conducted statewide. Most services get seen within 5 years. 
Over the next two years the DOH hopes to inspect at least 
half of all oqencies in the state. Inspections are scheduled 
with agency management in advance and Bureau of EMS 
Policy Stotement 02-03 was issued to allow a self audit 
prior to the DOH inspection. Squads need to be doing QI 
and be tied into a county and regional level. 
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hospitals, four long-term care facilities, three 'trauma centers, 
seven home health agencies and dozens of eot-perlerrt centers 
with more than 5,670 beds, and staffed by over 7,000 physi­
cians, 7,000 nurses and a tctol workforce of more than 
32,000 - the largest on Long Island. 
Other accredited services in New York are Alamo Ambulance 
Service in Poughkeepsie, Mobile Life Support Services, Inc. in 
Newburgh, Trans Am Ambulance Service, Inc. in Olean and Ru­
ral/Metro Medical Services cperctlcns in Buffalo, Rochester 
(National) and Syracuse. For more information on CAAS go to 
the web site at www.cccs.crq 

MEDICAL BOOKSTORE OPENS ON LONG ISLAND 
Mid-Island Medicol Supply in Wantagh has announced 

the opening of Doc Brown's Books, a complete medical beck­
store located next to the Buff Shop at Mid~lsJand Medical. The 

bookstore carries a complete line of EMT, fire fighting, EMS 
Academy text end work books, medical reference, nuning and 
allied health services materials. Specie! orders are available 
upon request. Mid-Island Is at 2093 Wantagh Avenue, wen­
tagh, NY' 11793 whlcb is [vst south of Sunrise Hi'<!hway and 0 

block east of the Wantagh Expressway, The phone number is 
(516)781~02543. 

BROAD CHANNEL VFD AMBULANCE LOST AT WTC RE­
PLACED AND CHRISTENED 
The ceremony took ploce on Sunday 5/19/02 at the North 
Channel Yacht Club In Brood Channel and was attended by 
residents and elected officials. Betsy Gotbaum, NYC Public 
Advocate presented Chief Timothy Keenan with a check for 
S 15,546, the final Installment of a total of $61,584 she was 
cble to secure to help pay for the replacement ambulance. In­
surance c:arried by the volunteer group covered me rest of the 
cost, nearly $200,000. The BCVFD was also awarded a sepa­
rate $2,000 grant to pay for protective resplrctcry equipment, 
including gas masks, to be used in future emergency situations. 
Nearly $1 million, part of the money raised by the United Fund 
after September 11 th, has been held in the Community Emer­

gency Medicol Service Fund set up by Gotbaum to replace 
equipment lost by the city's volunteer fire and ambulance 
groups when fhey responded to the terrorist crtock on Septem­
ber 11th. 

Four members of the BCVFD were some of the first vol­
unteer emergency personnel to arrive at the World Trode Cen­
ter. Chris Kchsek, Fred Grey, Robert Nussberger and Edwin 

Wilmarth parked their ambulance at the corner of Liberty and 
Rector Streets, one of the first staging areas. Trained as flre­
fighters as well as medical personnel, the men were preparing 
to enter the burning buildings when the first tower fell. Their 
ambulance was crushed under debris and the volunteers be­
come seporoted while trying to maneuver through the smoke 
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and ash. Reunited later that day at Liberty State Park in 
New Jersey, all sustained some injuries. One member of the 
team had a broken arm and another spent several doys in 
the hospital with bock pain. BCVfD members Eileen Smith 
and Desiree Napolitano are credited with manning the ro­
drcs and keeping dispatch lines open that fateful day. 

Chief Keenan credited District 4 of the NYS Stote 
Volunteer Ambulance & Rescue Association with being instru­
mental in helping the BCVFD acquire its first new ambulance 
in decades. The organization has on older ambulance as 

bcck-uc for the community. Reverend Andrea Zarou of 
Christ Presbyterian Church by the Sea and Father Charles 
White of St. Vlrgilius Church, both in Brood Channel, blessed 
the new ambulance. Assemblywoman Audrey Pheffer 
summed up the dedication ceremony by saying, "We've 
shown that we could come bock after September 11m. We 
can rebuild." 

FDNY canceled the contract for 400 McCoy-Miller cmbu­

lances which was based on 80 per year for five years. 
Only 18 of the first 80 produced in 2001/2002 on 2002 
Ford F~350 chassis entered service with FDNY. The remain­
der were le~t in manufacturer or dealer hands. In order to 
alleviate an urgent need for ambulances, FDNY has been 
given an emergency declaration authorization to obtain a 
maximum of 100 ambulances without going through a time 
consuming bidding period. A letter of intent has been issued 
to Horton to build the 100 ambulances. 20 have been dettv­
ered and the remainder are being produced at the rate of 
5 a week with completion of the order expected by October 

2002. 

MOUNT SINAI HOSPITAL OF QUEENS HELD A TREE DEDI­
CATION AND MEMORIAL TO HONOR PARAMEDIC CAR­
LOS R. LILLO of FDNY EMS Battalion 49 who perished dur­
ing rescue efforts at the World Trade Center on 9/11/01. 
The ceremony took place at the hospital's front entrance at 
25-10 30 Avenue in Astoria. In addition, the hospital hosted 
on EMS appreciation dinner on 5/22 at Terrace on the-Pork 
for members of FDNY EMS Battalions 45, 46 and 49, the 

tetter which is actually stationed at the hospital. Senate and 
mayoral resolutions recognizing Paramedic Lilia's brcvery 

and EMS week were presented at the dinner. 

JOB OPENING 
PARAMEDIC PROGRAM DIRECTOR at LaGuardia Com-no­
nity College - Salary $42,616 to $54,665. Responsibilities 
include adrninistrqtion and management of all aspects of the 
paramedic program including program planning and 
evaluation, policy development, curriculum development, 
marketing, faculty recruitment and budgeting. Additional 
information including duties and qualifications is available at 
www.lagcc.cuny.eduor (7181 482~JOBS. 
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Approaching Alternative Fueled Vehicle Crashes 

Adopted from a US Deportment of Transportation publication. 
The initial goals of first arriving emergency personnel at 

on incident include determining whO! hcs happened, securing the 
scene and protecting victims, bystanders and themselves. We can 
no longer pull up to Q motor vehicle cccldem and expect the vehi· 
dQ~ inv Qlved to be fr(;H::litionol gasoline or die~1 powereQ. This ls in 
addition to hev ing to consider the dangers of energy absorbing 
bumpers and undeployed ctrbcqs throughout she vehicle. More 
and more vehicles powered by other fuels and hybrid dual fuel 
comblnctlcns are on the rood. k; the scene size up is done look for 
speciol fuel port'S, distinctive profiles ond ony written markings and 
logo, on ;he vebkles, Except for selected local areas these vehicles 
are not required to be identified and there are no standardized 
placards, logos or symbols tor the ldentlfkctlon of each type of 
alternative fuel as there are for railroad tank cars and trucks. 

Liquefied Petroleum Gas (LPG) and Compressed Natural Gas 
(eNGI 

in most LPG or CNG vehicles, containers will be found in 
the trunk area, under the side panel of a von or school bus, on The 
frame, in file bed of a pid< up truck Or on !he roof of 0 commuter 
bus. Expect a mcjortty of the ....ehlcles to be owned by a fleet servo 
ice such O~ buses, taxi cobs or utility companies. If the vehicle is not 
on fire and no ob....ious leak is detected, stabilize and secure the 
....ehicle by setting the broke, utilizing wheel chocks or other forms of 
cribbing as needed. Tum off the vehicle's ignition and tum the gas 
cylinder ....cfve handle to the "off" position. If the vehicle is on fire 
or a leak Is detected do not approach the vehlcle. Secure the 
scene with non-sparking markers or cones. DO NOT USE FLARES!. 
Approaching the LPC or eNC vehicle thot is leaking fuel or on fire 
should only be attempted when wearing proper clothing and self 
contolned breathing apparatus. If you do not ha....e the proper 
protecti....e gear, equipment and training to deal with fire or HAZ· 
MAT emergencies, do not approach the vehicle. Create a safe 
zone and contact the proper response units in your area. in most 
cases, an ohemottve fueled vehicle in a crash should not require 0 

HAZMAT response. The greatest hazard of LPG containers ex' 
posed to fire or extreme hear is BLEVE (boiling liquid/expanding 
....apor explosion). Howe....er, a eNG container exposed to a lire 
con also fail releos.ing dangerous amounts of fuel on/or a flame. 
When LPG fuel containers become compromised, the fuel converts 
from 0 liquid to a ....coer that could rapidly produce sizeable vapor 
cloud whldl may Ignite and flash bock to the fuel soorce. 

Mefhanol and Ethanol 
Both of these fuels are used in the vehicle's existini;l fuel 

tcnks, Bus fleets are common users of these two types of fuels. If 
there is no fire or leok, carefully approach the vehicle, tum off the 
driver's ignition switch and set the parking brake or use wheel 
chocks to secure the ....ehide. If fire is present, stay away from the 
vehicle, secure the area and deny entry. A fire fueled by methanol 
or ethanol bums brighf bee and can be difficult to see on a clear 
day. If there is on obvious leek, you may approach the ....ehlcle but 
use the SQmQ ccvtlco as when working around Q trcdltionol fueled 

vehicle. 'Nhen a leak or fire exists call fire or HAZMAT servkes, If 
you do not neve the proper protective gear, equipment and train­
ing to deal with fire or HAZMAT emergencies, do not opproodr me 
....ehkle. Create a scfe zone and contact the appropriate response 
uniti in your crec. DO NOT USE FLARESI 

Electric 
Look for on electric charging porton the side or front of 

the ....ehkle, the electric logo, a stepped up roof line or 0 distinctive 
profile. These vehicles are powered by batteries as high as 300 
volts, usually located under the hood, in the trunk or under the vehl­
de. A separate traditional 12 volt battery is still needed 10 cper­
ate The vehicle's electric features such as the radio and headlights. 
If there is no fire or battery liquid leak, carefully approach the ....e· 
hicle, tum oft the driver's off/on switch and set the parking broke 
or use wheel chocks to secure the vehicle. If smoke is visible, NO 
ONE SHOULD APPROACH THE VEHICLE without self ccntclned 
breathing apparatus. Toxlc fumes and vapors from damaged bat­
teries Can be carried in the smoke or steom. If the vehicle is on fire 
or on obvious leak is detected, de on approach the ....ehlcle. Secure 
the scene with non-sporkinq markers or canes and call tor the ap­
propriate response units. DO NOT USE FLARES! When an efectric 
vehicle has been in a severe crash and the normal safety feotures 
he....e been compromised, a....oid approaching the vehicle when 
'there is arching under the hood. Never cut into the bortery pack or 
the traction coble even if the high ....oltage has been shlJt down be­
cause the battery pad< can remain charged. Since ft1ere may be 

toxic fumes present around the vehicle after a fire has been con­
tained, only those with proper prctecfve gear, equipment and 
training should participate in cleanup. 

Issues to remember 
-Identify an oftemotl....e fueled vehicle by its special markings and 

equipment. Since most vehicles are madified, the vehicle identifi­
cation number (VIN) which Includes the original fuel type code will 
not help identify the vehicle. 

- When vehicles at on incident ore transporting oltemotlve fuels os 
cargo or if a filling station is involved, call the local HAZMAT serv­
ices and keep everyone away. 

- CNG containers have been tested far their resistance 10 crashes 
and other external forces such as gun shots. Dangerous leaks can 
come from ruptured connection fh1ings and lines. 

- DO NOT USE FLARES in the area Immediate accident scene. If 
vapors are being released restrict flare use also In adjacent or­
eos and rely on flashing lights, reflective cones or other non 
sparking devices. 

Public tronsoortotlon agencies and large Heet operators 
may have safety departments that will after hands on training to 
local emergency response agencies. The Metropolitan Ironsporto­
tion Agency (MTA) which operates Long Island Bus has such a train­
ing program which addresses response to accidents lrwcl....ing alter­
narjve fvel busses. 
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2002-2003 Association Officer Nominations 
The Nominating Corrrnittee has omounced the foliowil1Q slate for 2002-2003 officers: 

President - Michael J. Mastrianni, Jr., Dtstrtct 1, South Orcnqerown VAC & Rockland Paramedics 
Execrtive Vice-President - Roy Sweet, District 19, Broadalbin YAC 
Vice-President - Henry Ehrhardt, District 4, Ridgewood VAC & Glen Oaks YAC 
Treasurer - Jean Goorley, District 18, Flushing VAC 
Financial Secretary - Tim Ryan, District 12, Wantagh-levittoWTI VAC 

Secretory - Tracy Abernant, Dlstrlct 12, Mineola VAC & Corle Place FD 

Association By-lows provide *'ot additional nominations may be made by a District and forwarded to the Assodotlco's Secretary 21 
days prior to the Annual Ccoverrrlco so that nominees names will appear on the ballot. Nominations may also be made at the Annuai 
Meeting but nominees' names will not appear on the ballot. Elections will take place during Pulse Geck 2002.. 

EMS WTC FUND ESTABLISHED 
The health core community has come together to es­

tablish a dedicated fund that will provide assistance to the 
surviving families of the emergency medical service personnel 
killed or still missing in the attock on the World Trade Center. 

This fund is administered by the Greater New York Hospital 
Foundation (GNYHFj. The Federal tax lD number is 13­
29541-40. To denote to this special fund, please make checks 
payable to "Greater NY Hospital Foundation, Inc." and mail 
to, EMS Fund 

Greater NY Hospital Foundation 
PO Box 32422 
Hartford, a 06150-2422 

EMS WTC MEMORIAL BARS AVAILABLE 
As port of its 2002 EMS Week observance, NYC Region 

Districts 4 & 18 commissioned a Memorial Bar to honor the 

eight (8) EMS personnel who died on 9/11,101, These bars 

are available for a donation of S 10.00. If you would like 

to order one or more, send a check or money order pay­

able to "NYSYA&RA, NYC Region" for $10.00 X the num­

ber of bars requested to, 

NYSVA&RA, NYC Region Districts 4 & 18 
c/o J. Downey 
249-0787 Dri.'e 

Bellerose, NY 11.426 

Is your fundraising drive ready
 
.for today's new challenges?
 

• We']] custollllze vour program to encourage higher alerage donations. 

• Our abIlity to prIll ide lOO'7c cOYerag~ mere"se, vour total receiph. 

• Your mail 1\1]1 be sorted at the ]0111.''1 pn"ible postage rates saling.You money. 

• Our on-target. on-time eommitmelllllla~es it easv II hill.' maximizing.Your results. 

Your people need new equipment and new training to meet todavs new and real challenges.
 

That costs money.
 

1·800·404·1900 xii 
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The Association is on the Web! You can find us at: http://NYSVARA.org
 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
PULSE CHECK 2002 The 47th Annual Educational Conference & Trade Show of the NYS Volunteer Ambulance & Rescue Associa­
tion will be held Thursday September 26 to Sunday September 29 at the Rooring Brook Resort & Conference Center, Lake 

I George, NY. Event features seminars, exhibits, awards dinner and the country's only statewide EMT and CFR team skills ccmpetl ­ r 
tion. For infonnotion coli (877) NY$VARA or e-mail pulsecheck2000@aol.com. NYSVARA ANNUAL MEETING will be held on Fri­ 1 

i
r 

day, September 271h, 2002 at 9:30am at the Roaring Brook Resort Conference Center at Lake George, NY. 

VFD PARADE AND DRILL SEASON 1$ HERE For a listing of YFD parades and drills (competitions) throughout New York State go to t 
the web side at www.fdrocing.com. Nossou and Suffolk counties on Long Island are very active and there are also listings for~, 

Western NY and Northern NY. The NYS Championship Drill and Parade will be hosted by the Deerfield VFD. The drill is on Soter- ,V
day August 17, starting at 8:00 AM at the Ruskey Training facility, Firehouse & Trenton Roods in Deerfield. The parade is on Sun- i­
day August 18 starting at 2:00 PM on Genesse Street in the City of Utica. 

2002 NYS DISASTER PREPAREDNESS CONFERENCE IN NIAGARA FALLS The NYS Disaster Preparedness Ccrrmssicn will hold ~ 2002 . 

annual conference September 18-20 at the Holiday Inn Select in Niagara Falls, NY. Jean Cox, NYS Emergency Manogemem OffICe 
(SEMOl counsel end chclr of the planning committee, encourages emergency managers. 10 contact either John Farrell or Michael S. Smith, 
NY$EMA president with ideas and suggested topics or workshops they would like to be included in the 2002 conference. Detoils on the . 
conference willi be distributed as they are formulated. f' 

,I 
HUDSON VALLEY EMS SEMINAR, Saturday October 19,2002,8:00 AM to 3:00 PM hosted by Saugerties VFD. All EMS providers ooo!, 
volunteer firefighters ore welcome to attend. For info contact Rob Ruston, Hudson Volley VFA's EMS Committee Chairman at RRuston@aol. ' 
com. 

VITAL SIGNS CONFERENCE 2002, Friday November 1 to Sunday November 3 at the OnCenter, Syracuse, NY. Sponsored by the 
NYS DOH Bureau of EMS. Includes general sessions, workshops, exhibits ond owards banquet. For information contact Donna 

i Gerard.O:.(5.1.8_).,~O~_-::96 extensi:~,,~,:r ,Ch~, the web Si~~_.01.~,~W.h.~~:,:,.stat~,:~,Y.us/nYSdCh/emS/VitaISigns.hrm. ~ 

----,...~~d'.,c" ... 
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