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68 [ Masters in EMS | hope everyone had o happy holiday season and
a happy new year. After the E-Board meeting in Novem-
ber, |, along with other members of the Association attended
the State Drill ot The North Babylon Fire Dept. The drill was
Legislative Update 5 well ottended and congratulations to all the participants
Memorial Service 6 and winners.

In December, | had the opportunity to join Senator
Schumer, reprasentatives from Districts 4 and 18, end mem-
bers from many volunteer ambulance corps in New York City

BEMS, SEMSCO, REMSCO, 4
REMAC wha! it medans

Ambulance Restocking 7
New Regulations

2001 Special Awards 8 fo distribute the first checks from the Mew York State Volun- i L IORNe W
Youth Page 9 teer Ambulonce & Rescue Association, NYC Region,/Districts Michael 4. Mastrianni, Jr.
4 & 18, Community EMS Fund. As you are aware, The Fund President, NYS VA&RA

Bits from Around the State 10 . .
! was established to assist volunteer ambulance corps who suf-

and Beyond . ) . i

fered losses of vehicles and eguipment during the disaster
US Fire Administration 11 of September 11. The event was hosted at Forest Hills VAC and was very impressive.
Grant Program There wos alse the dedication of a new ambulance for Forest Hills VAC, which was funded

in part by The Fund. The Fund continues working on this as well as other issues that will im-
prove volunteer EMS in New York City and Statewide.
Recently | had the pleasure of affending the instaliation dinner for the Central Is-

NYS EMS Council and id  ip-Houppauge Volunteer Ambuiance Corps. It was o great evening.
Regional Address Updates

NYS Federation of Search 12
& Rescue Teams

We continue to work on fegislative issues that are of concern in the coming year.
As the alternote delegate to the NYS EMS Council, along with Henry Ehrhardt, | attend
Council meatings to insyre that the voice of volunteer EMS providers is heard. As you are

THE BLANKETY aware an February 4 we had meetings with key legislators to thank them for their help
The Quarterly Newsletter of and discuss issues that are of concern,
the NYS& Volunteer As reported by our Financial Secretary, we have received over $2,000 in dona-
Ambulance tions over and obeve dues from individual members, squads and organizations. To every-
& Rescue Association one who donoted money, thank you. We must continue to be financially prudent as we
James B. Downey move forward this yeor. Qur association must rely on increasing its membership, keeping
é:ﬁ;?;iﬂr:ff‘;zzs spending under contrel and locking ot alternative funding sources fo hove the resources
Phare (?:18) 3435404 available to continue the werk we do.
e-maif We have made greot strides in helping to keep volunteer EMS an integrol part of
JamesBDown@sol.com the EMS system. Everyone who is involved in the association volunteers their time. We
Nancy Enrhardt have no poid staff to assist us. Most of us have full-time jobs ond families. Sometimes it

§7-42 259 Shreat may appear that progress is slow and schedules run behind. Please be patient. If you
Floral Park, NY 11001

Phone/Fax (718) 3477133 know someone who is interested in helping, plecse let us know. To all the Officers, Dirac-
emrmail. tors, and Committee Chairs, thank you, for all the work you do and the time you spend. Be
TheBlanket@aol.com safe for united we stand!
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Michael J. Mastrianni, Jr, President NYSVA&RA
Work {845) 627-8613
E-mail “SeaMast@aol.com” or “RPSMedics@aol.com”

Home {845) 297-2853
Pager (914) 972-2399

Fight Over NYS Insurance Department Regulation 68 Continues

The Appeliate Division, First Dapartment, hos granted tempeo-
rary relief in the fight over a new Insurance Deparment rule
that would reduce from 180 days 10 45 days the time period
for accident victims, doctors, ambulances services and other
medical providers 1o file no-foult insurance cloims. The new
time limits were upheld in early February by Monhaottan Su-
preme Court Justice Williem A. Wetzel. However, First De-
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Fax (845) 627-8621

parment Justice Dovid B. Saxe on Wednesday 2/20/02
granted o temporary stay of the ruling until g full penel
of appeliate justices can consider @ motion for a stay.
Papers are due to the court on March 12, The rules are
being challenged by the Medical Society of the State of
New York and the New York State Trial Lawyers Asso-
ciation.

Earn Masters In EMS At NY Medical College

Coreer opportunitias exist in the Emergency Medical Service
field beyond the street. The EMS Program ot NY Medical
College in Valhalla, Westchester County is in its 14t year
of existence and offers graduate programs relevant to EMS
and heglth care professional needs. Class work is real world
oriented ond often features group process, case studies and
role playing. Technical assistance provided by field semi-
nars has poved the way for speciclized clinics, medical con-
trol centers and the quality assurance of field personnei.
Students of the EMS program have gotten good jobs work-
ing s managers or in stoff posifions at erganizations such as
NYL medical Center, Mount Sinoi Medical Center, American

Red Cross, Hudson Valiey Regional EMS Council, Alaska |
State EMS Office, U.S. Navy Dental Program and

Stamford EMS Institute end many have been published

as sole authors while still in the progrom.

The Director of the EMS program is noted author and |
lecturer Cori Post and he can be reached at (914 493- ‘
7749 or s-mail ot carl_pest@nymec.edu by anyone wish-

ing career counseling or with questions about the pro-

gram. New York Medical College's Admissions Office

for the Graduaie Programs in EMS s well o5 other pro-
grams con be reached at (914) 594-4510 ot z-mail at
gshs_admissions@nyme.edu

CD-ROM on EMS for Special Needs Children Sent to Squads

The NYS DOH Emergency Medica! Services for Chil-
dren progrom has sent each EMS organization in the state
an interactive educational CR-ROM entitled MEETING THE
CHALLENGE; IMPROVING EMERGENCY MEDICAL CARE
FOR CHILDREN WiTH SPECIAL HEALTH CARE NEEDS. The
video was a collaboroptive affort of the Arizona Emergency
Medicine Research Center ot the University of Arizono Col-
lege of Medicine and Biomedical Communications at Ari-
zona Heglth Sciences Center. It wos funded in pert by @
grant from the Robert Wood Johnson Foundeation.

Advances in medical technology hove enabled
more children with special heclth care needs thon ever be-
fore to be cared for ot home in their communities. EMS pro-
fessionals need to be prepored to respond to the emer-
gency care needs of these ¢hildren. The DOH hopes the
CR-ROM will heip fomiliarize prehospital care providers
with the special characteristics and needs of these children.

The contents of the disk are intended for general educa-
tiona! purposes. Any guestions or concerns regarding
the scope of practice or medicai protocols should be re-
ferred to an agency's Medicol Director of ioco! Regional
Emergency Medical Advisary Council (REMAC),

Carclyn &, Paermao
Terntory Manager
Voicemali 800 242-9150 Ext 748
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Fire Districts of New York Mutunl Insurance Cempany. loc

No muatter how tough it gets,
we are there {or you.

FDM was founded in 1978 by a group of fire districts, In reaction 1o
dissaustaction with the State Insurance Fund. For 20 vears. our
mission has been o provide benevolent clam service — the maximum
benetits allowable under New York State VEBL and VAWBL laws
— to injured volunteer firefighters and ambulance vworkers.

We believe that the last thing the brave men and women who tight
fires or provide emergency services should have to worry about 18
thelir insurance coverage. We provide coveraze based on 1006 Tass
of earning capaciny for alb members. We're expenenx.cd and respon-
s1ve. here o process claims promptly and fairfy and keep vour orga-
nization well informed on the status of claims,

FDM service advantages:

Prompt. courteaus 24-hour clutm service

10U loss of earmng capacity ior all covered members
Coverage starts immediately upon call oul

FDMCARE - assisted medicul care

Unlimited emplovers” hability coscrage

Loss conrol services

Timely medical actraty and claim experience reports
All policvholders are protccted by the New York State
Guarantee Fund

Call 1-888-314-3004 for more infermation about our
benevolent claim coverage.

e » & 0 & & H 6

Fy AT e EE™ I 2,.. — e R
BaplayfobarlEr ol } Mo ERYleE-
Fire Districts 201 South Main Street

of New York Spring Valiey,

Mutual Insurance New York 10977

Company. Inc. Tels $88-314-3004
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BEMS, SEMSCO, SEMAC, REMSCO, REMAC - What Does the Alphabet Soup
Mean and What is the Role of the Various State and Councils?

The following is a brief description taken from the New York
State Depariment of Health web site of the differert components
of New York's EMS system. These components were statutorily cra-
oted to help organize and oversee the system and help assure
that timely and appropricte emergency medical care is available
stotewide,

BURF AL OF EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES

The Bureau is loceted within the NYS Department of Health, Of-
fice of Health Systems Management and is responsible for the
general oversight of the EMS system statewide. It dees this in
many wQys:

- providing both financial and staff support to the State EMS
Council and Regional EMS Councils,

- coordinates and develops contracts with the EMS Progrom
Agencies to assist in the development of local EMS systems,

- approves all EMT certification courses and assists in develop-
ment of curricula, approves courty EMS plans supported by state
aid, conduct examinations and issue individual EMT certification,
administers the state aid progrom that provides free training
leading to certification, meintains o pre-hospital care data infor-
mation system for use in evaluating the quality of the system,

- administers the troumao program, including the State Trouma Ad-
visory Committee, designation of trauma centers and a Trauma
Registry utilized for QI purposes, approve and manage « variety
of legislatively and federally funded EMS grants, responsible for
issuing ogency certifications, condudting periedic inspections of
ombuiance services and investigations of complaints regarding the
concluct of certified providers or services,

STATE EMS COUNCIL {SEMSCQ)

The State EMS Council meets six times a year in Troy. These meet-
ings are open to the public and a calendar of meetings is posted
on these pages. lts membership consists of representatives from
the 18 regional councils and 15 representatives appointed by the
commissioner from various organizations and interest in the EMS
community. The Council assists the Department in providing lead-
ership, developing rules and reguiations and general guidelines
for the operation of the EMS system. See Section 3002 of Article
30 for statutory responsibilities. Subcommitrees for State EMS
Council are:

- Budget - prepores budget recommendation for EMS in NYS for
presentation to ond adoption by the NYS EMS Coundil prior to
transmiftal 1o the Commissioner of Health, as per Article 30 of the
NYS Public MHealth Law.

- BEducation and Training - addresses issves of certification and
recertification of EMS providers, review course objectives, course
curricula, conduct, clinical requirements, scope of proctice ond ex-
amination issues,

- EMS Systermns - addresses issues of system development in New
York State such as the determination of need process, Part 800
reguiations, and mutual gid systems. Issyes discussed include Gen-
eral Municipal Law vs. Public Health Law, liability for EMS agen-
cies, on-scene goordination and ¢ommunications,

- Evaluation - improve emergency care in New York State by as-

sessing the state EMS system and its components. The Evalua-
tion Committee is reviewing the existing data collection system
to identify its strengths and weaknesses. Developed generic Q
guidelines for statewide release.
- Legisiative - reviews proposed federal ond state legislation
pertinent to EMS.
- Public Information, Education and Relations - addresses issues
of public awgreness of EMS in NYS and develops and coordi-
nates the NYS EMS awards presented at the onnual confer-
ence each Fall. Award recipients are recognized for clinical,
educational and administrative exceilence in EMS,
STATE EMERGENCY MEDICAL ADVISQRY COMMITTEE
{SEMAC)
The SEMAC is a commiftee of the State EMS Council composed
of voting physician representatives from the REMACs and oth-
ers with demonstrated knowledge and experience in emer-
gency medical services. it was seated in August of 1995 and is
responsible for developing ond recommending to the State
EMS Council statewide minimum standards for medical control,
treatment, tringe, transporiation protecols and the use of
reguiated medical devices and drugs by certified EMS person-
nel. This committee may also issue advisory guidelines in any
of the above areas with the Commissioner's consent. Their
authority and respensibilities are outlined in Section 3002-a of
Article 30. Subcommittees of the SEMAC are:
- Protocol - this committee is charged with developing state-
wide standards for treatment, triage and transpertation prote-
cols. It is reviewing regianal protocols and recently approved
statewide standards for protocol development at the regional
level. it is currently developing a statewide ALS protocal. This
committee works in cooperation with the Medical Standards
committee,
- Quality improvement - this committee is charged with assist-
ing the council and the deparment in the development of
guality improvement systems for EMS. It i currently reviewing
the development of the regionaily based pre-haspital care
infarmation system which will allow regions to review and issue
reports on local system quality bosed on pre-hospital care
data collected by the department. This committee works in ¢o-
operation with the evaluation committee of the State EMS
Courncil.
REGIONAL EMS COUNCILS (REMSCO)
There are 18 Regional EMS Councils. Each coundil is composed
of representatives of local ambulance services, physicians,
nurses, hospitals and other EMS organizations., The county EMS
coordinator shall serve as an ex-officio member of the council.
The purpose of the councils are to aiiow for and foster re-
gional coaperation and organization of local EMS systems. The
councils' regional authority and responsibilities are outlined in
Section 3003 of Article 30. These organizations are your di-
rect link to the state EMS council and to the department. Your
participation is welcome and encouraged.

(Condinued on pdge 5)
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BEMS SEMCO . fConmmued from page 4

EMS PROGRAM AGENCIES

There are currently 16 EMS Frogram Agencies. The deparmem
funds these agencies to assist Regional EMS Councils and the de-
portment in activities 10 support and facilitate development of
regionci emergency medical service systems. While these organi-
zations have no specific stoehdory authority they were created to
provide for available day to day professional and clerical staft
needed to implement ond support the activities of the Regional
EMS Councils and REMACs. These organizations and their role 1s
describad in Section 3003-c of Article 30,

REGIONAL MEDICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEES (REMAC)

There are currently 14 REMAGCs statewide. The primary purpose

Legislative Commitiee Update

___ 2002 LEGISLATIVE & POLICY
AGENDA HIGHLIGHTS

EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES,
TRAINING PROGRAM DEDICATED
FUNDING

To insure that dedicated funding is
continued for the
Medical Services Training pro-
gram. Yolunteers should be given
priority for the funding. Consid-
eration should be given for reasonable funding needs of CME
{Continuing Medical Education} Programs and ancillary EMS train-
ing. The Health Care Financing Act, which contains this funding, Ts
due for renewal in December 2002.

o Emergenc
Legislative Committee geney

Howard Cellman, Chair

TREE-OF-LIFE-MEMORIAL

To establish @ "Tree of Life" Memorial at the Empire State Plaza
in Albany, The memeorial would be dedicated to all personnel who
gove their life in the line of duty while providing EMS, First Re-
sponse or Rescue assistance.

AMBULANCE MUTUAL AID

To insure volunteer ambulonces opercted by fire districts can pro-
vide ond request mutua! aid from any other volunteer ambulance
service not just those of other fire districts or fire departments. Ta
assure that language developed for any legislation does not im-
pede the cortracting ability or mutual aid bodk-up programs of
other volunteer ambulance services.

YOLUNTEER EMERGENCY SERVICES PERSONNEL RECRUITMENT
AND RETENTION

To establish a NYS Volunteer Ambulonce Recruitment and Reten-
tion Program. Such o progrom could inciude maiching groms for
promotional compaign drives, financial support for the Service
Awards Progrom, a statewide recruitment campaign, real prop-
erty tax exemptions and/or income tax credits, tuition assistance
for volunteer ambuiance, fire and rescue squad members. Mary-
land adopted o program a few years age that provides income
tax reduction for active volurteer fire and embulance service
members,
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of these committees is to allow for iocol medical directicn and
guidance in the development of regional EMS systems. These
committees are a committee of the Regional EMS Council but
may be representative of more than one council with local
agreement to do se. They are composed of five or more phy-
sicions and representotives from the council, hospitals and ba-
sic and advanced life support providers. They have the
authority to develop policies, procedures, ond iriage, freat-
ment and fransporation protocols which are consistent with the
SEMAC, and which oddress specific locol conditions. Their
authority and responsibilities are euflined in Section 3004-0 of
Article 30.

CELLULAR PHONE PRIORITY ACCESS
To assure access to cellular telephones by emergency service per-
sonne! during an emergency.

CELLULAR PHONE SURCHARGE TO COUNTIES
Te remit fees directly to counties that operate a ceflular phone
answering point.

VOLUNTEER AMBULANCE SERVICE LFCENSE PLATES

To eliminate the annual fee currently charged for VAS or EMT
license piates for members of volunieer ambulance services and
rescue squads. Similar 1o Volumear Fire plates, there shouid be a
one-time fee with no annual fee.

EMT INTERMEDIATE LEVELS OF CERTIFICATION

To insure that all leveis of EMT certification issued by the New
York State Deparment of Health are recognized in all regions of
New York Stute. Some regions in New York Stote do not recop-
nize EMT Infermediate or EMT Critical Care levels of cedification.
The Associotion seeks to insure thot these Adveonced Life Support
levels potentially atainable by volumeer services are recognized
and meaningfully incorporated in all regions of New York State,

STATE EMS OFFICE, STATE EMS COUNCIL, REGIONAL COUNCILS
The Association believes that the state EMS office, stote EMS
council and regional councils should emphosize the provision of
technical and other assistance to volunteer squads. Pricrity arecs
for assistance include member recruitment, squad management
and developmen of networking and cooperative ggreemerts be-
twean neighbaring squads.

in September 2001 the Governor signed inte low AQ1722 which
estoblishes a requirement that life soving resuscitation equipment
{eg. oir masks and gloves) be accessible in public ploces such os
restaurants, bars, theatres, health clubs in case of medical emer-
gencies. This is similor to G law already in effect in NYC. The
law went into effect at the beginning of the year.

5700001, Emergency Management Assistonce Compodi, which
provides for Mutual Assistonce between Siotes during disasters
was signed inte law by the Governor on 9-17-01.
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In Memorium

The following mebers were
remembered during a Me-
morial Service held during
PulseCheck 2001:

DISTRCIT 1
Ted Humphrey
Spring Hill Community
Ambulance Corps

Morton Kotz
Spring Hill Community
Ambulance Corps

Irving Lazaroff
New City Volunteer
Ambulance Corps

William Luscher
Spring Hill Community

Ambulance Corps

Kathleen Muzzi

Spring Hill Community Ambu-

iance Corps

DISTRICT 4
Richard Barry, Sr.
Glen Oaks VAC

Stacy Barry
Gien Qaks VAC

The Blarket

Jon Issacson

Peninsula VAC

Alan Lax
Queens Village-Hollis-
Bellerose VAC

Fanny Locke
Peninsula VAC .

Leon Locke
Peninsuia VAC

Joseph Martens
Peninsula VAC

Rabbi Joseph Weiss
Peninsuvla VAC

DISTRICT 5
Pat $choonmaker

Town of Newburgh VAC

DISTRICT 7
Verna Aspinall
North Bobylon VED

Walter Brenner

Huntington Community First

Aid Squad

Joel Hammond
W yandach-Wheatley
Heights VAC

Peg Lynch
Huntingten Community First
Aid Squad

Charles Zim
Huntington Community First
Aid Sauad

DISTRICT 11
James DeVito
Manorvifle VAC

James Gilmartin
Manorville VAC

DISTRICT 16
Bernard Rappaport
Perinton VAC

DISTRICT 18
Abe Berstein
Flushing Community VAC

Peter Cahill
Whitestone VAC

Larry Mack
Flushing Community VAC

Winter lssue

Frank May
Whitestone YAC

R. Segnini
Whitestone VAC

Betty Shapiro
College Point VAC

Henry Tuszyanski
Whitestone VAC

DISTRICT 20
Claude V., Gaines
Black River Ambulance
Squod

DISTRICT 30
James P. Gunter
Putnam Valley VAC & VFD

... and each and every
firefighter, EMS worker and
police officer killed in the
line of duty. We pray for
all those killed or injured
and for those who serve(d)
at the scene of America’s
worst catastrophic events in
New York City and Wash-
ington D.C.

Letter From Director of NYS Bureau to Members of WTC Response Agencies

December 10, 2001
Dear Emergency Medical Services Providers:

On behalf of the New York State Deportment of
Health, Bureau of Emergency Medical Services (EMS), |
would like to express our deepest tharks and appreciation
for your response to the terrorist attock on the World Trade
Center. New York State's EMS community rose to the occa-
sion both at home and in New York City, in @ most remark-
able ond exemplary fashion. The mobilization of EMS re-
sources was unprecedented.

Over the twenty-eight (28) doy period of EMS serv-
ice activation, 345 ombulance services, 515 ambulance ve-
hicles and over 2,500 EMS providers responded to New

York City at the request of the Department. Those serv-
ices that were not assigned to respond, remained at
home to protect their citizens ond in some cases, provide
service to other communities whose ambuiances were
staged in New York City,

 would ask that you share this letter of thanks 1o
every EMS provider in your service. Please accept our
thanks again and best wishes for a safe, happy holidoy
season and New Year.

Sincerely,

Edward G, Wronski, Director
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Informal ambulance restocking arrangements with
receiving hospitals have been in existence for decades. In
1977, a statute that is part of Social Security Ad, was en-
acted providing criminal penalties far any kind of induce-
ment for the referral on business reimbursable by o Federal
health care program such as Medicare or CHAMPUS. This
anti-kickback stotute technicalily implicated ambulance re-
stocking because the receiving hospital gives something of
value to o potential source for Federal health care business -
ambulance providers who deliver patients.

The government did recognize the importance of
ambulances being restocked and ready for emergency use
at all times and that properly structured arrangements con-
tribute to this goal without risk of fraud or abuse. The Office
of Inspector General of the U5 Deparment of Heglth and
Human Services haos issued several opinions since 1977 which
have tried to provide guidance on whot is QK and what is
not but these opinions have not been met with much accep-
tance. New regulations went into effect on 1,/2/02 which
represent mojor changes and address many concerns.
Among the provisions are:

- public operation and disclosure of ambulance restacking

Winter Issue
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Ambulance Restocking - New Government Regulations Effective January 2, 2002

arrangements. This can be by a conspicuousty posted
writing or in accordance with @ plan or protocol of gen-
eral information promulgated by an EMS council or com-
parable organization.
- no complicated written controcts or agreements dre
required.
- expanded restocking to non-emergency runs so long as
the ambulance is also used for emergency runs.
- gllows hospitals to limit scope of proteced restocking to
all non-profit ambulance providers or all ambulonce pro-
viders that do not charge for their services.
- simplifies documentation conditiens so that enty one ~
party to the restocking arrargement is required to docu-
ment the restocking, however, records must be kept for
five (5) years. An ACR/PCR call sheet identifying the
drugs end supplies used and letr with the hospital satisfies
the documentation requirement,
- includes restocking of drugs or supplies initially adminis-
tered to the patient by o first responder at the scene of
the illness or injury.

The full text of the new regulation is on the web
at: http:/ /www.hcfa.gov /regs/frO4de01-22.htm

Notify NYSDOH of Changes In Squad CEOQ, Address, Phone Numbers, eic.

Whenever there are changes in o squad's contact informas
tion such as address, phone numbers or Chief Officer the
NYS Department of Health should be notified, DOH-2936 is
the form to yse. It is available on the NYS DOH Bureau of
EMS web site ¢ :

htte:/ /www.health.state.ny.us /nysdoh /ems /doh2936.pdf

The completed form should be mailed to:
NYS Department of Health

Emergency Medical Services (0757)

433 River Street - Suite 303

Troy, NY 12180

or Foxed to {518) 402-0985

Recently Issued NYS DOH Policy Statements

01-08 10/18/01 UNKNOWN DRY SUBSTANCE /
SUSPECTED ANTHRAX RESPONSE ADVISORY - provides
guidance for responding to an emergency call involving ©
package, envelope or substance suspected of being Anthrax.
Also attached are Anthrax advisories /protocols deveioped
by the Department of Health 16 assist in understanding what
Anthrax is, mail handling protecols, recommended patient/
equipment, decentamination guidelines, specimen handling
and criteria for leb testing.

02-01 Q1/02/02 REQUIREMENT TO REPORT IN-
STANCES OF SUSPECTED CRHILD ABUSE OR MISTREATMENT-
On 11/13/07 Section 413 of the Social Services Low was
omended, in relution to persons and officials who are re-
quired to repoert coces of suspected child abuse or mistreat-
ment. Effective 2/1 /02 the law will require Emergency Medi-
cal Technicians (EMT, EMT-I, EMT-CC and EMT-P) to report sus-
pected child cbuse that they come across while performing

their jobs. Certified First Responders (CFRs) gre not man-
dated reporters. The Burecu of EMS will not require EMTs to
attend a specialized course for child abuse. The current EMS
course curricula includes sections on child ahuse. However, the
Bureau does reserve the right to amend curricula in the future,
Therefore, the Policy Statement and affached fact sheet are
intended 1o be used by NYS EMTs 1o help them better under-
stand their obligartions as well as the signs and symptoms of
possible child abuse or mistreatment. Qral reports must be
made immediately by phone or FAX and followed by a writ-
ten report on form LDSS-2221A within 48 hours, 10NYCRR
Part 800.2T7{p){1 1}{il} regulations require all ambuiances
services to have and enforce g written policy regording the
reporting of child abuse.

Full text of all current Peolicy statements can be viewed online
of www.health.state.ny.us /nysdoh/ems /publaw.htm
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2001 Association Scholarship and Special Awards

SCHOLARSHIP AWARD

Jennifer R. Engelman of the Stony Point Volunteer Ambulance
Corps has been awarded o $500.00 schelarship and framed
certificate in recognition of her efforts to persve a medical co-
reer above the Basic EMT level.

Jennifer foliows in the footsteps of her parents who are alse
volynteers. In her six years with Stony Point she has served as o
line officer in the youth squod as 2nd Lt. and 15t Lt. and is now
a membet af the senior corps and ¢ youth squad adviser.
While anending high school, Jennifer maintained high grades,
served on the stixdent councit and received o National Merit
Seholarship. She is a Girl Scout Leader and during her years in
scouting received Silver and Geid Awards, which are the high-
est honer awards a girl can receive from the Girl Scouts of
America. lennifer has been occepted into the Paramedic Pro-
gram ot Rockiand Community College.

LEADERSHIP AWARD

Carol Cronogue is Caoptain and a 20 year member of the
Wyandanch-Yheatiey Heights Ambulonce Corps and has
served many ranks within the squad. She has created a Recruit
Program for the squad and is acknowledged s being "The Re-
source” for members and her "werd being law". She has con-
ducted EMT training for numerous agencies throughout Suffolk
County and also serves in instructor positions for health related
erganizations, She constantly demonstrates and provides an
excelient example of expectations the Corps holds of its mem-
bers and cares for patients with exemplary skill in a rextbook
manner ond hos been credited with 135 life saving events this
year.

EMS PERSON OF THE YEAR AWARD

Robert Loysch is a 32 year member and currently 3rd
Deputy Chief of the Huntingten Community First Aid Squad who
exemplifies participation ond professionalism in corps activities.
He hos a consistently high response rate to calls, a continucus
daily role in helping maintain the squad and has served on
many commitees.

EQUCATOR OF THE YEAR AWARD

Mark Brenner of the Hunfington Community First Aid Squad has
served the community and squad for 24 years in such capacities
as Captain, Deputy Chief, Chief, Preceptor in Suffolk County
and EMT Instructer. His dedication and expertise as an instruc-
tar excels and hos ossured the highest quoiity of care by his
squad to the residents in and surrounding Huntington, LI, NY.

His tove of service and dedication has influenced his son to pur-
sue mermbership in his squad.

MEDICAL DIRECTOR OF THE YEAR AWARD
Dr. Daniel Giaccio, EMT, Medical Director of the Whitestone

Community Volunteer Ambulance Corps, initially become one
of the corps’ first EMTs. Following medical school he became
o Director of the corps. He provides 24 hour availability
personally to emergencies requiring medical conirol inter-
vention in the field, physical examinations gratis to members,
delivers medicail fecivres and deonates his time and effort to
quality control for his corps.

UNIT CITATION AWARD

Spring Hill Community Ambulance Corps is recognized for
the efficient, effective ond coordinated response to the Mon-
sey Park Home for Adults on June 30, 2001 during which
245 elderly and disabled adults were safely evecuated
without harm. In additien, a rehab sector was established
for eight (8) responding fire companies in which fire fighters
were treated for heat related problems and coordination
ond control was provided for numerous mutual aid ambu.
lences and emergency responders. The squad operated 4
ambulonces and was in continuious eperation for 19 hours
during the incident. The Associotion recognizes the carps
and its members for its performance of a job extremely well
done ord ail responders to the incident for their successful
achievement.

CERTIFICATE OF APPRECIATION

Fire Districts of NY Mutual Insurance Company, nc. and
Ratph A. Cannito, Chief Operating COfficer are recognized
for the generous help and support provided the Association
and its membership yedar in ond year out and for the guality
gifts provided that help assure the success of our Confer-
ences. Sincere and heartfelt thanks are extended to Mr,
Cannito and his company.

CERTIFICATE OF APPRECIATION

Mickey ond Barbara Favoino of Newburgh Rescue Supply
are recognized far the consistent help and support provided
the Association assisting us at every opportunity given in-
cluding the use of their booth space at firematic and EMS
conventions assuring our presence is well known throughout
New Yark State.

Information for NYSVA&ZRA Special Awards can be ob-
tained from the Chair of Special Awgrds Commitiee:
Nancy Pacella
8 Arrowhead Ct.
Newburgh, NY 12550
(B45) 569-2101
e-mait: NanPacellea@aool.com
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Youth in Emergency Services
The Future of Emergency Services

How do we assure future recruitment of needed personnel?
Many services have found that offering chalienging and ex-
citing junior programs in the emergency fieids is an effective
way to spark the spirit of volunteerism in young people. The
progrom can be sponsored directlty by your services, in of-
filiation with @ local high school Codet program, or as a Fire
and Emergency Services Exnlorer Post {or Health Expioring
Post) in Leaming for Life in associgtion with the Boy Scouts of
America. Emergency Services Youth Progroms dre an eppor-
funity for Emergenzy Service Orgaonizations 1o mold teday's
youth into the emergency services workers of tomarrow. Fire
and Emergency Medical Service Youth or junior Programs
are an investment in the future of your service.

winter sspe
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Your ossociafion recognizes the importance of Youth Pro-
groms in assuring the future of community non-profit EMS and
fire services. As @ fesult, we are dedicating this edition of The
Bionket to information on Youth Programs in Emergency Serv-
ices. in addition, future editions of The Blankef will reguiarly
include fecitures on Youth Programs and their members. Also,
the NYSYARA sponsors o statewide Youth First Responder
Drill Competition ot its ornwal Pulse Check Educotional Con-
ference, Convention ond Trode Show. Trephies are owarded
for first, second and third picce recipients. Local districts and
squads are encourcged to organize iocal drill competitions
during the vear.

Junior Fire and Emergency Services Programs

Preserving the Future of Emergency Services

A 104-page publication by Volunteer Firemen’s Insur-
ance Services (VFIS). The publication reviews the various
approaches taken by youth programs offiliated with
emergency services organizations around the United
States. VFIS culled from its extensive files on emergency
service youth progroms an overview of what such pro-
grams are, how they function, and whot seems to work,
The book is intended 1o help services that are considering
the initiation of ¢ routh program.-The booklet includes
sactions on types of programs, issues and concerns, key
program eiements and a review of resources ond infar-
mation available fo deparmments.

The bookiet is available to services insuring with VFIS, P.
O. Box 2726, York, Pennsylvania 17405,

Junior Emergency Services Excellence
Award Contest

This contest is sponsored annuolly by VEIS. The contest ac-
knowledges and rewards youth emergence services groups
that exemplify high ieveis of community invoivement, effec-
tive organization and similor positive oftributes. Cash prizes
of $1,000, $500, and $250 ore owarded to first, second
and third place recipiants.

For more information contact: YFIS, Attn: Education and Con-
sulting Group, 183 Leader Heights Road, P.Q. Box 2726,
York, Pennsyivanic 17405, (800} 233-1957. www.vfis.com.

SHARE YOUR KNOWLEDGE

The Firemer’s Assacianien ef the Stace o
New York (FASNYY o expanaing therr
traiming ang education SutTRICh DrOSrIT.
Pare ot this expzrsion inclade: e search
tor and additier of mew msrrucrors and

programe,

o vouare inresested 1n becoming ¢ part o
‘ TAlx VENLUTE AN 571 3NsITLCTOT O Presenter,
plzase vend vour resume and @ snore

View ot onur eitice at 107

A

Tendhire v anbrmussiens s Januars 13,2007

i TTOITADL Oves
vtkimrrar Avenue, Albany, NY 12210
I oarade us ar & e@tasnycom

107 Washington Ave.
Albany, NY 12210.2268

www.fasny.com
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Bits from Around the State and Beyond

DISTRICT 1, Rockland
County advises there has
been o serious aftempt

made to initinte a strong
recruitment  and  retention
committee. Joining with EMS
in Rockland County are the
volunteer fire fighting agen-
cies. Surveys ond paper-
work have been distributed
within all these agencies for suggestions and help. A "VIP Pro-
gram” s ongoing within the qourty for local businesses to
award discourts and freebies to certified volumteers., The
county EMS coordinator is issuing cards for those agencies who
send a list of active members. Good Samaritan Hospital
worked with the district to outline a scholarship for a volunteer
who plans to aftend Rockland Community College to become o
paramedic. Nyack Hospital ploced a plague in the Emergency
Department in honor of EMS's role of the World Trade Certer.

DISTRICT 2, Westchester County reports its Secretary, lohn
Oibkmadht, is establishing an EMS training academy in the Koto-
noh/Bedford region of the County. Waestchester Regional EMS
Council is establishing protocols for all EMS providers that will
opparently mirror those of New York City's Regional Council.
Al Mignone, the District's Vice Chairman, will become o member
of the County Exaecutive’s Fire Advisory Board. The Board's
agenda includes emergency communications. The fire and EMS
communications system in the County is being overhouled, how-
ever, due to its complexity, it may be two years before proper
equipment and its implementation becomes a reality. A video
is being produced through o cooperative effod of fire service
organizations within the county that will alse benefit EMS pro-
viders as a primary objective of the video is recruitment. A TV
series for local cable is under consideration too.

DISTRICT 5, advises of the passing of our their Distrig Chair-
person Evelyn "Evie" Drew ot the age of 84. Evie was a mem-
ber of the District since its inception end also a Life Member of
the Association, having served as Secretary and Treasurer dur-
ing the 1950's. During the 2000 annual convention, Evie re-
ceived the Assodation's Leadership Award in recognition of her
many years of outstanding service in EMS, During all her years
of adtive participation, she drove around our area ‘o attend
monthly District meetings. I all those years, she probably
naver missed more than ¢ dozen meetings. Throughout the
state, you would not be able 1o find o more dedicated, caring
individual than my dear friend Evie Drew. 5She will be sadly
missed by all.

BROAD CHANNEL VAC /VFD has used insurance proceeds from
an ambulance lost at the WTC and ¢community denations to or-
der @ new Wheeled Coach ambulance. Belimore VFD previ-
cusly donated an ombulance to replace the lost vehicle,

FOREST HILLS VAC received a $20,000 check from the Cord
Meyer Company, a mdajor property mancgement company in
Farest Hills, 1o help replace the ombulance the squad lost ot the
World Trade Center on $,/11/01,

GILBERTSVILLE VFD in Ostego County, NY donated their 1991
Ford/Collins Type il 1o Brookiyn's BEDFOD-SYUYVESANT VAC. It
came ot an opportune time os Bed-5tuy blew on engine in one
of their ambutances during the World Trade Center response
and their second vehicle 75 also out of service due to tronsmission
problems.

MIDDLE VILLAGE VAC's Joe Mongus was ong of five individuals
honored by Emigrant Savings Bank with o $5,000 donation to
the non-profit ergonization of their choice. The award was given
by the bank to recognize the ¢ontributions immigrants hove made
to their communities. Joe come to the USA trom Czechoslovakia
and, of course, he chase Middle Village VAC as the recipient of
the funds which he helped form the VAC 29 years age.

ROCK VAC was approved by the Regional EMS Coungil of NYC
to start o new ambulance setrvice to serve the Rockaway Penin-
sulo in New York City, s stantup, however, Is on hold as an ap-
peal has been filed at the state level by an aftorney represent-
ing for-profit ambulonce services in New York City. The basis of
the appeal is that the definition of need was not met.

DISTRICT 4 & 18 COMMUNITY EMS FUND AWARDS FRST
GRANTS on Sundoy 12/16/01 the first grants to reimburse the
city's volunteer EMS services for losses at the World Trode Cen-
ter on /11 were distributed. On thot fateful day in September
two squads lost ambulances while many others had damage to
vehicles or lost significant amounts of supplies and many pieces
of expensive equipment including trauma bags, oxygen reguia-
tors and tanks, defibriiaters and stretchers. Squods receiving
gramnts to help replace losses included Bedford-Stuyvesant YAC,
Broad Chanrel YFD, Emergency Medical REACT, Flatlonds VAC,
Forest Hilis VAC, Glen Qaks VAC, lamaica Estates-Helliswood-
South Bayside VAC, Middle Village VAC, Point Breeze VFD and
Rockaway Point VFD.

Ceremonies were concluded with the dedication of For-
est Hills VAC's new ambulance in memory of Richord Pearlman
who died at the World Trade Center.

COMMUNITY EMS FUND GRANT MONIES FOR RESPIRATORS
FOR CHEMICAL & BIOLOGICAL EMERGENCIES
A United Way September 11th grant has made it pos-
sible for NYC's volunteer EMS squods to purchase expensive res-
pirators to protect against chemical and biological agents at @
nomina! cost. These respirators are needed by responding am-
bulance crews whan there js danger from substances in the air as
the equipment allows them te iransport patients while minimizing
expaosure to themselves. [t is emphasized that the respirators are
Contnued on page 13,
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U.S Fire Administration 2002 Assistance to Firefighters Grant Program Includes

EMS Training & Equipment

| am prevd to announce the approval of tne 2002

Assistance to Firefighters Grant Program. This year's $360 mil-

lion progrom will provide funds to local fire departments to

orotect the sarety of firefighters ond the public with basic fire-
fighting capahbilities, basic fire prevention programs, ond inter-

mediare level emergency medicol services.

This year's grant program is more flexible for appli-
cants. Fire deparments will be oble to complete ond submit
applications on the Imeret, The web-based application wilt

comain helpful guidance and we can send an electronic contir-

marion once we receive your cpplications. Applicants will be
able to request several different, complementary activities to
deveion a comorehensive program, which improves capabili-
ties.

Fire departments will be chie to apply for eligible
activities in ene of fayr different program areas: fire Opera-
tians and Firefighter Sofety (Eligible activities inciude: Training,
Waeliness and Fitness, Firefighting Equipment, and Personal
Protective Equipment); Fire Preveniion (Eligibie activities in-
clude: Public Education, Public Awareness, Code Enforceament,
ord Arsan Prevention); Emergency Medical Services [Eligible
cctivities inctude: Training and /or Equipment}; and
Firefighting Vehicles

in oartnership with ¢ number of State fire and emer-
gency managemen: ggencies, we ore broviding informetion
about the program through a series of worksnaos around the
country. We will aiso be posting program guidonce and ar-
swers to frequently asked guestions (FAQs! on our web site at
www.usfa.femo.gov in the next several doys. Interactive appli-
caotions will be made available at that web site no Isgter thar
March 1, 2002, And as alwoys, we are avaiigble to assist you
on our toll-free hotling at (866 274-09680 or by email of uz-
tagrants@fema.gov. -

| wisht to extend my aratituge to President Bush, FEMA
Directar joe M. Alibaugh, and the U.S. Congress for their vision
and support of this program that Is so vitai 1o the nation’s fire
service. And equally importantly, let me acknowiedge the co-
operation and ossistance we received from the fire service or-
ganizations as we developed this year's program. The teom
approach among us oll to making this second year's effort ¢
success has been one of the most grarifyving aspects of my job
as Administrgtar.

We at the United States Fire Administration look for-
ward to receiving an application from your fire department
next month. R. Bavid Paulison, Administratar

U. $. Fire Administration

Is your fundraising drive ready

' for today’s new challenges?

VI FANES Y

INT.

DIRECT
12 Kodee Orve « Mahwza~, NJ 07430« 257

« We'll customize vour program o encourage higher average donations.

» Our abifity to provide 100% coverage incraases vour total receipts,
« Your mail will be sorted at the [owest possible postage rares saving you money,

« Our on-target. on-time commitment makes 1t easy while maximizing your results.

Your people need new equipment and new training o meet today s new and real challenges.

That costs money.

1-800-404-1900 x11

E26-21320 fax = sounons S promarkoirac.com
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NYS Federation of Search and Rescue Teams

Areas of rugged terrain, heavy vegetation, dense
tree cover as well os lakes, ponds and swift streams and rivers
exist throughout the state. This can vary from the heavily for-
ested sections of Central Paricin NYC to back country hunting,
camping and climbing areos in the Western and Northermn parts
of the state. When aduits and children disappear or get into
frouble in these areas specially trained personnel with special-
ized equipment is often needed to get fo them and get them
out safely where other responders can carry on care.

The NYS Federation of Search and Rescue Teams was
formed to support and promote this specialized resource.
There gre presently 22 member teams with rosters ranging
from 4 1o &5 persons. Many members have gone through De-
parment of Environmental Conservation {DEC) Basic Wildionds
Search, DEC Crew Boss, Managing the Search Function, MC!
Command, Inland SAR, Emergency Preparedness, EMT/CFR and
other courses. Some are K-9 teams with dogs trained In track-
ing, trailing, air scenting or cadaver work (surfoce ar shallow
grave} and one team has harses. Others are trained for cove,
high angle, underwaser, ice or swift water rescues {or recov-
ery). Equipment resources vary greatly ond can include an
eguipment irailer, command post trailer, ATV, generators, small
boat, medical packs, grid search supplies, GPS, grappling
hooks, topographical maps and radics. Members ore trained
and expected to be seif-sufficient and do not require support
sarvices during the first hours of a search but support is always
appreciatad especially on extended searches. Responses are
normally within several hours drive time but most teams are
wiliing to go wherever needed in the state,

Advice from the Federation Is to establish o working
relationship with a local SAR team before an incident happens.
lf there is an incident, early notification will help maximize the
tutnout of skilled search resourcas while minimizing the response
fime which due to geography may be several hours. A raquest
can be made that rescurces be placed on stand-by or immadi-
ate respense according te the situation. Searches require a lot
of manpower and the integration of trained and experienced
SAR volunteers with local emergency responders ¢an help pro-
vide for a fast but thoroygh search and/or the technical skiils
needed to effectuate o rescue from unusual situations.

Activation of the locol team is encouraged. If a local
team cannct be contacted in a timely fashion, utilize the direct
Federation call-out by calling NYS Police Troop "A", Batavia,
NY ot (716) 343-220, request Massasauga SAR and leave a
call back number and name. A Federation representative will
return the coll promptly. There is o web site ot www.
nyifedsar.org with more information on the Federatien and
capabilities of the member organizations. Below is a listing of
the member teams.

ALL COUNTY SAR DOGS, {518) 299-3542 or

{518} 821-3150

C/O Frank Cangeiosi, PO Box 74, Prafisville, NY 12468
AMIGO SAR DOGS, (607) 746-3647

¢/o Ed Rivera, RR2 Box 77B, Dethi, NY 13753

BOONVILLE SEARCH AND RESCUE, {315} 942-5045

PO Box 332, Boanvilie, NY 1330%

CATUGA COUNTY HIGHLAND SAR, INC,, (315) 626-2194
PQ Box 153, Meridian, NY 13113

CENTRAL NEW YORK K9 SAR, (315) 241-47Q0 or

(315} 249-9478

c/o Mitch Stahl, 1319 Genessee Street, Chittenango, NY
13037

CORTLAND COUNTY VOLUNTEER EMERGENCY SEARCH TEAM
{607) B44.3417

¢/o Marrell Schutt, PO Box 41, Hartford, NY 13784
HAMBURG VFD S.T.AR. TEAM, (718) 649-1753

PO Box B2, Hamburg, NY 14075

LEWIS COUNTY SEARCH & RESCUE, (315) 376-7745

West State Street, Lowville, NY 13367

LIVINGSTON COUNTY SEARCH COORDINATION TEAM
(716) 335-3511

¢/o Ed Bergman, 48 West Avenue, Dansville, NY 14437
LOWER ADIRONDACK SEARCH AND RESCUE, [(518) 494-7112
PO Box 655, Warrensburg, NY 12885

MASSASAUGUA SEARCH AND RESCUE, (716) 663-7323
¢/o S. Irwin, Pres,, 348 Loke Meadow Rd, Rochester, NY
14612

NEW JERSEY SAR, INC., (201) 646-2705 (Bergen County PD)
PO BOX 24, RINGWOQD, N 0745¢&

NORTH COUNTRY INLAMND SEARCH AND RESCUE

{315) 232-3622

¢/o Benjumin Moore, 44 Liberty Street, Adams, NY 134605
MNORTHEAST MORBILE SEARCH AND RESCUE, (518) 228-2482
1072 Ballston Lake Road, Ballston Lake, NY 120192
QSWEGO COUNTY PIONEER SEARCH AND RESCUE

{315) 343.-9541

c/0 Howard Bennett, County Route 514, Oswego, NY 13126
PATHFINDER K- SEARCH AND RESCUE TEAM,

(607) 656-8448

¢/o Jokn Girton, 14 lodkson Street, Green, NY 13778

76 SEARCH AND RESCUE, INC,, [518) 765-597¢

PO Box 876, Guilderland, NY 12084

SAR OF THE NORTHERN ADIRONDACKS

(800) @50-1289¢ #1049

PO Box 1116, Saranac Lake, NY 12983

SEARCH TEAM 5-1, (518) 863-21%8

206 Washburn Read, Northville, NY 12184
SINGLETRACKERS SAR {631) 928-4023, [631)924-7231 or
{516} 658-1979

c/fo CLIMB, PO Box 203, Woodbyry, NY 11797
WILDERMESS SEARCH AND RESCUE TEAM, INC,,

(315) 458-4985

PO Box 3908, Syracuse, NY 13220

WESTERN NEW YORK SEARCH DOGS, INC,, {716) 939-2734
c/a J. Inglis, 885 Wheatland Cemter Rd, Scottsvilie, MY 145446
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not meant for intentional entry into hot zone or inificl decontaming-
tion operciions but rather for crew protection if they find them-
selves involved in a situation that becomes a threat to their heahh
and safety.

The respiraters were manvtactured by Sunstrom and ore
model number SE400 mode of silicone, Squads could order 2 am-
bulance packages each consisting of rwo (2 Rull face respiraters
ond 2 holf mask respirators as wall as appropriate filters. An ad-
ditiona! quantity of holf mask respirators and fiters could be
odded to the order. The value of the equipment offer is over
$1,800.00 but was made available by the District 4 & 18 Commu-
nity EM3 Fund for @ nomingl fee to cover administrative expenses.

A train-the-trainer session was held on Sunday 1/13/02
with over 25 representatives from 11 squagds in attendance. Train-
ing on fit 1esting, cleaning ond routine maintenance of the devices
was given by a monufacturer's representative from Sefety Equip-
ment America located in Branford, CT. There s o web sie ot
www.sea.com.au with additional product informaotion on the respi-
rators.

NERVE GAS ANTIDOTE KITS ON NYC 9117 AMBULANCES

EMS agencies are taking megsures 1o protect crew health
in situations thot may have tumed from simple sick calls to some-
thing potential deadly for both patients and rescuers. This has
taken the form of nerve gas anticdote kits, called Mark T kits, being
placed on 911 ombularces. These kits consist of two {2] EpiPen
fike devices containing single doses of atrophine sylfate and & drug
cafied 2PAM [Pralidoxime /P rofopam].

Upon autherization for use, crew members using the
buddy system would administer three (3} doses of each drug to
each other. In NYC, 917 ambulances from FDNY and voluntary
hospitals will be carrying kits containing 60 Mark 1 sets.

HIOSPITALS TAKE MEASURES FOR CHEMICAL & BIOLOGICAL
EMERGENCIES

There is heightened concem in hospitals about prepared-
ness for incidents of mass injury or death from chemical and bio-
logicol weapons, Emergency departments have to plon for receiv.
ing contominated patients and rescuers and many have construcred
or placed shower facilities at ambulance entrances. These range
from setups that could cccommodate one person at o time to more
elaborate setups that provide for channeling groups of male and
female patients through seporate facilities. Getting an ouwtdoaor
shower facility in operation at 2:00 AM on o winter morning with 5
minutes notice of arriving patients will be a challenge.

DISTRICT 4 & 18 COMMUNITY EmS FUND COVERAGE ON TV

On Wednesday evening 1/23/02 channel NY1 had a progrom
covering aspects of 9/711 recovery. Betsy Gotbaum, NYC Public
Advocate, Menry Ehrhardl, VP, NYSYASRA and James Rabinson,
CEC, Bed.Stuy YAC were interviewed live. Betsy explained how
she became involved, how the United Way, NY Community Trust
and NY Times funds provided an almost $1 milifon doltar grant to
help the ciry's volunteer EMS and rescue organizations recover

Winter [ssue

from losses on /1) and prepare for future incidents on thart
scale. The subsidized respirator kits for ambulances were men-
tioned along with @ recognition dinner planned for EMS Week
in May and the need for improved communications.

Earlier in the show there was o taped segment covering Bronx's
Aviation VFD's effort called Operation Bootstrap to get badk in
service after their engine wos dameoged by falling debris ot
the World Trade Center.

DISTRICT 7, SufHfolk County indicates mony ogencies are begin-
ning to address the lack of volunteers by hiring crews to serve
in the hours when volunteers are unavailable. Agencies with
existing poid providers ore expanding thase programs 1o toke
up more of the day, as volunteerism continves to decline. While
addressing the needs in the short term, it does not bode well for
the survival of the volunteer tradition in the long term. Squads
spent the holiday season participating in numerous holiday cele-
brations. Deer Park and Norih Bobylon held holiday parades
for their citizens, inviting the deporiment members and neigh-
boring squads around them to participate. Bay Shors and
Wryandondch provided bicycle potrols along the routes. Wyan-
danch joined this year with the members of the Wyandanch Fire
Company to give Santg a ride around the district spreading foy
and condy and lighting the community's Christmas Tree. Educa-
tien Ts a priority in District 7 and training programs have been
held for instructor updates, e new child abuse repoiting law,
tactical safety in addition te the engoing Continuing Medical
Education Pilot Pregram, which is moving forward with a full
head of steam as well as preparing to deal with the Impact of
the five-year bitl, Call volume is up, volunteerism is down, but
the job is getting done.

DISTRICT 18, Queens and Bronx Counties, in February held o
seminar at Flyushing YAC on how to recognize child abuse. Dr.
Arthur Cooper, Pediatric Surgeon was the presenter and the
seminar was open te all District squods, local hespital ambu-
iance EMT'S, paramedict, etc. The DOH has inspected squads
in the borough of Queens and all part 800 requirements were
inspected and verified as well as operating procedures and
protocols. The DOH hos also been doing spot checks in the five
boroughs and volunteer ambulance and volunteer fire depart-
ment ambutonces are being inspected when crews are ready to
leave the hospital. The Eastern Queens Mutual Aid Group is
working on some communication problems for the squads,

DISTRICT 19 wos notified thot ore of its areq school districts
has been chosen to participate in a program caolled Risk Watch.
Canajeharie Central School has been one of only ten schools in
the state to participate in tis program, with all books and sup-
plies provided, The.cost of the program is normally around
$300. This program involves teadrers and students in o safety
program that puts them in direct contact with the areo fire de-
pariment, cmbulance corps, and police department,
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NYS Emergency Medical Services Council Meeting of December 4-5, 2001

Henry A. Ehrhardt, NYSVA&RA Delegate

STAFF REPORT

Ed Wronski, Director Bureau of EMS, reported on revised es-
timate of fatalities from WTC terrorist attack. He also re-
viewed the Bureau's rofe in the response and coordination ef-
fort. The state anticipated o budget deficit of up fo $9 Bil-
lion. There are several vacancies that the hureau has been
unable to fill. The Heglth Care Reform act comes up in De-
cember -~ so how dedicoted funding for EMS training is in-
cluded or not will be part of thet discussion. A-review of the
hospital trauma system in NYC is being done. Request for
prapasals for the keypunch of PCRs is cut. Regional Councils
are encouraged to hold CEVQ Train-the Trainer courses. The
DOH along with other agencies is undertaking a bio-terrorism
planning effort with public hecith agencies and ergonizations
around the stafe,

EDUCATION & TRAINING

The Bureau developed o policy statement on Mandatory Re-
porting by EMIs of Child Abuse (02-01 issued 1/2/02).
EMTs are not required to toke ony additiona! training. Re-
vised CIC curriculum is expected to be out and on the agenda
for the February meeting. The Head Injury TAG is reviewing
the Brain Trouvma Foundation material. The Education for the
Future TAG will be meeting with o representative from the
Natienal Regisiry prier to the next SEMSCO meeting. The
latest version of the Piiot Re-certification Progrem Manual is
aut.

SEMAC /MEDICAL STANDARDS

EMS for children subgroup is dealing with two Issues - one
involves the use of the pediatric pad cable system for use in
AEDs and PADs. Susquehanna Regicnal Protocols will need
some further issves addressed.

A droft SEMAC cdvisory on secondary confirmation of ET
tube nlacement is under review,

EVALUATION

Electronic PCR pilots. An evaluotion form for individugls,
agencies and hospitals has been prepared. It should be out in
December. A report is expected by March.

SYSTEMS

Regional EMS Councit Address Updates

North Country Regional EMS Counci!

SUNY Canton Coliege of Technology

34 Cornell Drive, Widks 105, Canton, NY 13617
(315) 379-3977, www.conton.edu /ncems
Counties: Jefferson, Lewis & St. Lawrence

Regionai EMS Councii of NYC

475 Riverside Drive, Suite 1929, New York, NY 10115
{212) 870-2301, www.nycremsco.org

Counties: Bronx, Kings, New York, Queens & Richmond

Comments were prepared on EMS needs as they relute fo the
Statewide Wireless Network in planning. Dr. Lorraine Clark
made a presenration on reguirement for glucometer use by
EMS services. RIV Transport's CON {Nassau County] - the
committee was adyised that they are in bankruptcy court.
Woestchester Council has net yet identified o program agency
to the council. An opinion on CON voting regquirements was
circuloted.

LEGISLATION

5.64 - Mandatory Child Abuse Reporting by EMTs was signed
into law by the Governor. A. 8460 - Would require a medi-
¢ally trained person, in addirion to & coach, ar school athietic
events, The committee suppaorted the concept of CPR training
for school coaching staff and improved communicotion with
the local EMS system for all schools at athletic practices and
events, along the lines of A.5156. Five Year pilot re-
certification Bl hos passed both Assembly and State Senate.
{Note: it was later signed inte law by the Governor).

PIER {Public Information, Education and Recruitment)

Vital Signs Conference was o success. The commitiee has also
been interested in the establishment of the "Tree of Life" line
of duty memoriai.

FINANCE

Regionol Budget template has been reduced in size by elimi-
nating redundancies. The committee has taken note of the
shift in how training is done and how training dollars are be-
ing spent. As o result the committee anticipates establishing a
TAG to look specifically ar the pilot education programs, con-
tinuing education and ancillary courses to see if funding needs
to be re-directed.

REGIONAL SYSTEMS COMMITTEE

The "Mode! Systems Plan" wos approved. It is only a model
for use gs an example. It had been modified from an eorlier
version based on input (including that from NYSYARA).

2002 OFFICERS

Dr. Arthur Cooper, Chair

Mr. Kenneth Beers, 15t Vice Chair

Mr.Warren Darby, 2nd Vice Chair

Susguehanna Regional EMS Council

Public Safety Facility

153 Lt. VanWinkle Drive, Binghampton, NY 13905
{607} 778-1178, www.srems.com

Counties: Broome, Chenange & Tiega

Wyoming-Erie Regional EMS Council

149 French Road, Cheektowaga, NY 14227
(716) 668-9184, www.wrems.org

Counties: Erie & Wyoming




THE NEW YORK STATE VOLUNTEER AMBULANCE
& BEESCUE ASSCCIATION, INC.

P.O. Box 893 Phone: {877) NYS-VARA

Nanuet, NY 10254-0893 FAX: {B435) 627-8621

E-mail: TheBlanket@aol.com

Web site: hitp:/ /nysvara.org

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP

Qrganization Name

Sqguad Address
City N ' County State Zip N
gqum Phone Number Squad Fax Number

Sguad E-mail address

" Signature of Squad Officer Pant Name/Title Date

“Indivdual Name

“Home Address
City County State T Zip o )
“Home Phone -
E-mail address Squad Affiliation
Signature of Indandual Member ) Date )
My Service is:  BLS ALS  {Circle all that apply) Initial Membership Sign-up
which is NYS Certified Registered Sign up for Dues
. . ) O indivdual Member = $1000
and is Fire-Affiliated Independent (Atfliated with Squad or Company where
Commercial Squad 18 a member of the Assaciation)
and is Volunteer Ambulance First Responder 0 Individual Member = $15.00
{Affiligted with Sauad or Company where i
Rescue Sguad Squad is NOT a member of the Association)
and!am a Driver  Attendant Dispatcher [J Organzation (Squad or Company) ™ $55.00
Clerical CPR-D CFR CFR-D [J Sustaning (Corperate/Commercial) $125.00

EMT EMT-l EMT-CC EMT-P Send this application along with a Check or Money Order payable to:

NY 8 VOLUNTEER AMBULANCE & RESCUE ASSOCIATION, INC.

* In aress of the State with active local affiliates, district dues apply. We encolrage you to become active in your local district organization, District dues,
where gpphcable, will be automatically added at renewal. FIRST YEAR SQUAD dues are prorated as follows: full annual dues for Oct 1 to Sept 30, three-
guarters of annual dues for Jar 1 to Sept 30; one-half of annual dues for Aprl 1 to Sept. 30: and one-quarter of annua! dues for July 1to Sept 1.



 MARK YOUR CALENDARS
| LONG ISLAND BUFF SHOW sponsored by 1st Responder News, Sunday, Aprll 28, @ AM to 4 PM ot the Huntington Hilton, Route 110 1 mile south of the |
! LIE [exit 495). Indoor vendors and outdoor apporatus dispiays. Free agdmission & free parking. i

| INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF MEDICAL BIKE UNITS (JAMBUY) presents s 4th Annual Conference and Learning Symposium April ZB through May
|-1 2002 at Jamaica Hospital Medical Center in Jamaiza, NY. The courses offered include:
- EMS Providers Course: This 3-day 27 hour program covers, nomenclature, bike fit, georing and cadence, bike and road skills, nutrition, road and of"
i raad rides, maintenance, injury prevention, tactics and fitmess, Given May 2 through May 4, 2002. Cost $225.00
|~ IAMBU Instructor Course: This 4-day 40-hour class tokes the experienced IAMBU certified Bike Medic through the teaching ond learning process. Ench
atendee must complete 3 lectures of varying lengths as well as written and on-hike exams. Given Aprit 28 through Mmay 1, 2002, Cost
5450.00
1 - Bicycie Medic maintenance Course: This 2-day progrem is designed to save a bike unit both fime and money. Given April 28 through April 28, 2002,
‘ Cost $250.00
All participants of IAMBU 2002 will receive VIP admission into the Greot Five Boro Bike Tour on Sunday, May 5. This 42 mile, fully supported tour of
I'rhe five boroughs of New York City lers the IAMBU alendée share the city with 35,000 feliow cyclists on traffic free streets. Additional information
‘may be oblained by: telephone {718} 206-7423, email to LAMBU@medi¢csonbikes.com or Geneh188@aol.com ar on the web ct
www.medicsonbikes.com

| FIRE 2002 Thursday, June & through Saturday, June 8 spansared by the NYS Asscoation of Fire Chiefs at the Empire EXPQ Center in Syracuss, NY, For
linfa call {800) 676-3473 or iog on 10 the web site at www.nysfirechiefs.com.

ROADSIDE TG BEDSIDE &th ANNUAL EMERGENCY CARE CONFERENCE sponsored by the Westchester Medical Center. Mondeay June 3 and Tuesday
< june 4, 2002 at the Crowne Ploza, White Plains, NY. Keynote addresses, exhibits and seminor subjects which focus on 9/11 and hew assumptions and
i SOPs were turned upside down. Day 1, with the advantage of hindsight, will cover the timeline of 2/11 and Day 2 will be about the rest of our lives.

For info call {914) 493-8892.

| PULSE CHECK 2001 The 47+ Annual Educationel Conference & Trade Show of the NYS Vaolunteer Ambulonce & Rescue Association will be held Thurs-
‘doy September 26 to Sunday Septebmer 29 at the Roaring Brook Resort & Conference Center, Lake George, NY. Event features seminars, exhibits,
"awards dinner and the country's only statewide EMT and CFR team skills competition. For information call (877 NYSVARA or e-mall

* pulsecheck 2000@aol.com
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