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A Message from Our President 

I hope everyone had a happy holiday season and 
a happy new year. After the E-Board meeting in Novem­

ber, I, along with other members of the Association attended 

the State Drill of The North Babylon fire Dept. The drill was 

well attended and congratulations to all the participants 
and winners. 

In December, I had the opportunity to join Senator 

Schumer, representatives from Distrfcts 4 and 18, and mem­

bers from many volunteer ambulance corps in New York City 

to distribute the first checks from the New York State Volun­

teer Ambulance & Rescue Association, NYC Region/'Districts Michael J, Mastrianni, Jr. 
4 & 18, Community EMS fund. As you are aware, The Fund President, NYS VA&RA 
was established to assist volunteer ambulance corps who suf­

fered losses of vehicles and equipment during the disaster 

of September 11. The event was hosted at forest Hills YAC and was very impressive. 

There was also the dedlcctron of a new ambulance for forest Hills YAC, which was funded 
in part by The Fund. The fund continues working on this os well as other issues that will im­

prove volunteer EMS in New York City and Statewide. 

Recently I hod the pleasure of attending the installation dinner for the Central Is­

lip-Hauppauge Volunteer Ambulance Corps. It was 0 great evenluq. 

We continue to work on legislative issues that ore of concern in the coming year. 

As the alternate delegate to the NYS EMS Council, along with Henry Ehrhardt, I attend 

Council meetings to insure that the voice of volunteer EMS providers is heard. As you are 
aware on february 4 we hod meetings with key legislators to thank them for their heip 

and discuss issues that are of concern. 

As reported by our Financial Secretory, we have received over $2,000 in dona­

tions over and above dues from individual members, squads and organizations. To every­

one who donated money, thank you. We must continue to be financially prudent as we 

move forward this year. Our association must rely on increasing its membership, keeping 
spending under control and looking at alternative funding sources to have the resources 

available to continue the work we do. 

We have made great strides in helping to keep volunteer EMS an integral port of 

the EMS system. Everyone who is involved in the association volunteers their time. We 

have no paid staff to assist us. Most of us have full-time lobs end families. Sometimes it 

may appear that progress is slow and schedules run behind. Please be patient. If you 

know someone wno is interested in helping, please let us know. To all the Officers, Direc­

tors, end Committee Choirs, thank you, for all the work you do and the time you spend. Be 
safe for united we stand! 
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Fight Over NYS Insurance Department Regulation 68 Continues 

The Appellate Division, First Deportment, has granted tempo· 

rary relief in the fight aver a new Insurance Department rule 
that would reduce from 180 days to 4$ days the time period 

for accident victims, doctors, ombulances services and other 
medical providers to file no-fcult insurance claims. The new 
time umtts were upheld in early Februory by Manhattan Su­
preme Court Justice William A. Wetzel. However, First De­

ponment Justice Devid B. Saxe en Wednesday 2/20/02 
granted a temporary stoy of the ruling until 0 full panel 

of appellate justices can consider a motion for a stay. 
Papers are due to the court on Morch 12. The rules ore 
being challenged by the Medical Society of the Slate of 

New York and the New York State Trial tewvers Assc­

dation. 

Earn Masters In EMS At NY Medical College
 

Career opportunities exist in the Emergency Medical Service 
field beyond the street. The EMS Program at NY Medical 

College in Valhalla, Westchester County is in its 14th year 
of existence and offers graduate programs relevant to EMS 
and health core professionol needs. Closs work is reel world 

oriented and often fecrures group process, case studies and 
role playing. Technical assistance provided by field semi­

nars has paved the way for specialized clinics, medical con­
trol centers and the qua!\ty assurance of field personnel. 

Students of the EMS progrom have gonen good jobs work­
ing as monogers or in steff positions at organizations such as 
NYU Medlcal Center, Mount Sinai Medical Center, American 

Red Cross, Hudson Valiey Regional EMS Council, Alaska 

State EMS Office, U.S. Navy Dental Program and 
Stamford EMS InstlMe and many have been published 

as sole authors while stili in the program. 
The Director of the EMS program is noted author and 
lecturer Carl Post and he can be reached at (914) 493­

7749 or e-mc!l at carl-post@nymc.edu by anyone wlsh­
ing career counseling or with questions about the pro­

gram. New Yorl< Medical College's Admissions Office 
for the Graduate Programs il"l EMS as weI! as other pro­

grams can be reached at (914) 594.4510 01 e-mctl ct 
gshs_odmissions@nymc.edu 

CD-ROM on EMS for Special Needs Children Sent to Squads
 

The NY$ DOH Emergency Medicol Services for Chilo 
dren program hos sent each EMS organization in the state 

on tntercctlve educational CR·ROM entitled MEETING THE 
CHALLENGE; iMPROVING EMERGENCY MEDICAL CARE 

FOR CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL HEALTH CARE NEEDS. Tne 
video wos a collaborative effort of the Arizona Emergency 
Medicine Research Center 01 the University of Artaonc Col­

lege of Medicine and Biomedical Communications at Ari· 
Zona Health Sciences Center. It was funded in port by a 
grant from the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. 

Advances in medical technology have enabled 
more children with specie! healttl core needs than ever be­

fore to be cared for at home in their communities. EMS pro­
fessionals need to be prepared to respond to the emer­

gene:)' core needs of these children. The DOH hopes the 
CR-ROM will help familiarize prehospitoJ core prov iders 

with the special cnercctertsncs and needs of these children. 

The contents of the disk are intended for general educa­

tional purposes. Any questions or concerns regarcling 
the scope of practice or medical protocols should be re­

ferred to on agency's Medicol Director of iocal Regional 
Emergency Medical Advisory Council (REMAC). 

Carolyn P Pa.ermc 
Termor,' Ma:lager 
voceman 800242·9150 Ext 2.\0 

ZOLL 
ZOLl Medical Corporation 

32 ~w~e ;'wenue 781229·002[, 
6um~",~r" Mas;.'l:~"~~tt, ~18G3.4.:':-c 800 348·%1, 
u:;:... o~ I 272·5578 Tele1a. 



Fire Di:-.tricts of ::\ev- York .\Iutu;:tl 11lsurallCl' (. ()!l1pan~. Joe. 

No matter how tough it gets, 
we are there for you. 

Flrlvl was founded in 1enS by 3. group of fire districts. in reaction to 
dissatisfaction \\'irh the State Insurance Fund. For ~O venrs. our 
mission h,,,--;; been to provide benevolent claim service - the maximnu 
benefits allowable under :'-Je\\," York SUIt' \'FBL and \'A\VBL bws 
- to injured volunteer firefizhters and ambulance workers. 

" -
We believe that the last thing the brave men and women who 1'igl1'l 
fires or pro, ide emergency sen ice" should have to W(ll1':- about i-, 
their insurance coverage. \Ve provide coverage based (In lO()Cc In;',:, 
of earning car3ciry for all member". Wcre experienced and recpon­
sive. here tel process claims promptly and fairlv and keep y'our orca­
nization \\ ell infer-ned on the statu- of claims. 

fDl\-I service advantages: 

e-	 Prompt. courteous ~-+-hour cluim "en icc 
..	 10(1(( los" of earning capacitv ](11' ali covered members 
•	 Coverage start- immediatelv upon C'li! out 
•	 FD\Ic':"'RE - assisted medical care 
•	 Unlimited employers' liabilitj coverage 
•	 Lo,-, control services 
•	 Timel'. medical activity and claim experience report­
•	 Ail policvholders are protected b:- the \le\,- York St;)!C' 

Guarantee Fund 

Call }-888-31-1--300-J for more information about our 
benevolent claim coverage. 
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BEMS, SEMSCO, SEMAC, REMSCO, REMAC - What Does the Alphabet Soup 
Mean and What is the Role of the Various State and Councils? 

The following is a brief description token from the New York 

State Deportment of Health web site of the dlffererrt components 

of New York's EMS system. These components were staMorily cre­

ated to help organize and oversee the system and help assure 

that timely and appropriate emergency medical core is available 

storewide. 

BUREAU OF EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES 
The Bureau is located within the NYS Deportment of Health, Of­

fice of Health Systems Management and is responsible for the
 

general oversight of the EMS system statewide. It does this in
 

many ways:
 
- providing both financial and steff support to the State EMS
 

Council and Regional EMS Councils,
 

- coordinates and develops contracts with the EMS Program
 

Agencies to assist in the development of local EMS systems,
 

- approves all EMT certification courses and assists in develop­


ment cf cumcrlo, approves county EMS plans supported by state
 

aid, conduct examinations and issue individual EMT certification,
 

administers the state aid program that provides free training
 

leading to certification, maintains a pre-hospital care data infor­


mation system for use in evaluating the quality of the system,
 

- administers the trauma program, inck:ding the State Trauma Ad­


visory Committee, designation of trauma centers and a Trauma
 

Registry utilized for QI purposes, approve and manage a variety
 

of legislatively and federally funded EMS grants, responsible for
 

Issuing agency certifications, conducting periodic inspections of
 

ambulance services and investigations of complaints regarding the
 

conduct of certified providers or services.
 

STATE EMS COUNCIL (SEMSCO) 
The State EMS Council meets six times a year in Troy. These meet­


ings are open to the public and a calendar of meetings is posted
 
on these pages. Its membership consists of representcttves from
 

the 18 regional councils and 15 representatives appointed by the
 

commissioner from various organizations and interest in the EMS
 

community. The Council assists the Department in providing lead­


ership, developing rules and regulations and general guidelines
 

for the operation of the EMS system. See Section 3002 of Article
 

30 for stctvtcrv responsibilities. Subcommittees for State EMS
 

Council are:
 

- Budget. prepares budgel recommendation for EMS in NYS for
 

presentation to and adoplian by the NYS EMS Council prior to
 

transmittal to me Commissioner of Health, as per Article 30 of the
 
NYS Public Health Law.
 

- Education and Training - oddresses issues of certification and
 

recertification of EMS providers, review course objectives, course
 

curricula, conduct, clinical requirements, scope of practice and ex­

amination issues.
 

• EMS Systems. addresses issues of system development in New 

York State such as the determination of need process, Part 800 

regulations, and mutuel old systems. Issues ctscossed include Gen­
eral Municipal Law vs. Public Health Low, liability for EMS agen­

cies, on-scene coordination and communications. 

- Evclootton- improve emergency core in New York State by as­

sessing the state EMS system and its components. The Evalua-­


tion Committee is reviewing the existing: data collection system
 

to identify its strengths and weaknesses. Developed generic Ql
 

guidelines for statewide release.
 

- Legislative - reviews proposed federal and state legislation
 

pertinent to EMS.
 

- Public Information, Education and Relations - addresses issues
 

of public awareness of EMS in NYS and develops and coordi­

nates the NYS EMS awards presented at the annual confer­


ence each Fall. Award recipients are recognized for clinical,
 

educational and administrative excellence in EMS.
 

STATE EMERGENCY MEDICAL ADVISORY COMMIITEf
 
(SEMAC)
 
The SEMAC is a committee of the State EMS Council composed
 

of voting physician representatives from the REMACs and oth­


ers with demonstrated knowledge and experience in emer­

gency medical services. It was seated in August of 1995 and is
 

responsible for developing and recommending to the State
 

EMS Council stctewtde minimum standards for medical control,
 

treatment, lriage, transportation protocols and the use of
 

regulated medical devices and drugs by certified EMS person­

nel. This committee may also issue advisory guidelines in any
 

of the above areas with the Commissioner's consent. Their
 

authority and responsibilities are outlined in Section 3002-a of
 

Article 30. Subcommittees of the SEMAC are:
 

• Protccct . this committee is charged with developing state­

wide standards for treatment, triage and trcnsportctton proto­

cols. It is reviewing reg;onol protocols and recently approved 

statewide standards for protocol development at the regional 

level. It is currarrtlv developing a statewide ALS protocol. This 
committee works in cooperation with the Medical Standards 

committee. 
- Quality Improvement - this committee is charged wlth assist­

ing the council and the department in the development of 

quality improvemenl systems for EMS. It is currenlly reviewing 

the development of the regionally based pre-bcspltol core 

information system which will allow regions to review and issue 

reports on local system quality based on pre-hospital care 

data collected by the department. This committee works in co­

operation with the evaluation committee of the State EMS 

Council. 

REGIONAL EMS COUNCILS (REMSCO) 
There ore 16 Regional EMS Councils. Each council is composed 
of representatives of local ambulance services, physicians, 

nurses, hospitals ond other EMS orqonlzctlons.. The county EMS 

coordinator shall serve as an ex-officio member of the council. 

The purpose of the councils are to allow for and foster re­

gional cooperation and organization of local EMS systems. The 

councils regional aL!thority and responsibilities are outlined in 

Section 3003 of Article 30. These organizations are your di­

rect link to the state EMS council and to the department. Your 
participation is welcome ond encouraged. 

(Conn'nued on page 5) 
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EMS PROGRAM AGENCIES 
There ore currently 16 EMS Program Aqencies. The department 

funds these cqercies to assist Regional EMS Council~ and the de­

portment in activities 10 support and facilitate development of 

regional emergency medical service systems. While these organi­
zations have no specific storutorv authority they were created to 

provide for cvotlcbla day to day professional and clerical staff 
needed to implement and support the activities of the Regional 

EMS Councils and REMACs. These orqontzcrtlons and their role is 

described in Section 3003'0 of Article 30. 

REGIONAL MEDICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEES (REMAC) 
There are currently 14 REMACs statewide. The primary purpose 

Legislative Committee Update 
2002 LEGISLATIVE & POLICY 
AGENOA HIGHLIGHTS 

EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES, 

TRAINING PROGRAM DEDICATED 

FUNDING 

To insure that dedicated funding is 

continued for the Emergency 
Legislative Committ~e Medical Service, Training pro­

Howard Collman, Chair gram. Volunteers should be given 

priority for the funding. Consld­

ercition should be given for reasonable funding needs of CME 

(Continuing Medical Education) Programs and ancillary EMS train­
ing. The Health Care Financing Act, which contains this funding, is 

due for renewal in December 2002. 

TREE-OF-LiFE-MEMORIAL 

To estctblish a "Tree of Life" Memorial at the Empire State Plaza 

ir. Albany. The memorial would be dedicated to all personnel who 
gave their life in the line of duty whlle providing EMS, First Re­

sponse or Rescue assistance. 

AMBULANCE MUTUAL AID 

To insure volunteer ambulances operated by fire districts can pro­

vide and request mutua', aid from any other volunteer ambulance 

service not iust those of other fire dlsmcrs or fire departments. To 

assure that language developed for any legislation does not im­
pede the contracting ability or rmnvol aid back-up programs of 

other volunteer ambulance services. 

VOLUNTEER EMERGENCY SERVICES PERSONNEL RECRUITMENT 
AND RETENTION 

To establish a NYS Volunteer Ambulance Recruitment and Reten­

tion Program. Such a program could inciude matching grams for 

promotioncl campaign drives, financial support for the Servtcs 

Awards Program, a stotewlde recruitment campaign, reol prop­

erly tax exemptions and/or income tcx credits, tuition assistance 

for volunteer ambulance, fire and reseve squcd members. Mary­

land adopted a program 0 few years ago thct provides income 

tax reduction for active volunteer fire and ambulance service 
members. 

lf~..:'''1-
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of these committees is to allow for local medical direction and 

guidance in the development of regional EMS systems. These 

committees are a committee of the Regional EMS Council but 

may be representative of more than one council with local 

agreement to do so. They are composed of five or more phy­
sicians and representcttves from the council, hospitals and ba­

sic and advanced life support providers. They hove the 

authority to develop policies, procedures, and triage, treot­
ment and tronsportotlon protocols wnich are consistent with the 
SEMAC, and which address specific local ccndltlons, Their 

authority and responsibilities are outlined in Section 3004-0 of 

Article 30. 

CELLULAR PHONE PRIORITY ACCESS
 

To assure access to cellular telephones by emergency service per­


sonnet during on emergency.
 

CELLULAR PHONE SURCHARGE TO COUNTIES
 

To remit fees directly to counties that operate a cellular phone
 

answering point.
 

VOLUNTEER AJV,BULANCE SERViCE liCENSE PLATES
 

"To eliminate the annual fee currently charged for VAS or EMT
 

license plates for members of volunteer ambulance services and
 

rescue squads. Similar to Volunteer Fire plates, there should be 0
 

one-time fee with no annual fee.
 

EMT INTERMEDIATE LEVELS OF CERTIFICATION
 

To insuee that all leveis of EMT certification issued by the New
 

York State Deportment of Health are recognized in all regio~s of
 

New York Srote. Some regions in New York Stota do not recog­


nize EMT lntermedlcrte or EMT Critical Care levels of certification.
 

The Association seeks 10 insure thct these Advanced Life Support
 
levels potenticrlly cttoinoble by volunteer services are recoqnized
 

and meaningfully incorporated in all reqlons of New York State.
 

STATE EMS OFFICE, STATE EMS COUNCIL, REGIONAL COUNCILS
 

The Association believes that the state EMS office, state EMS
 

council and regional council, should emphasize the provision of
 

tecbnicol and other assistance to volunteer squads. Priority areas
 

for osslstonce include member recruitment, squad management
 
and development of networkinp and cooperotive agreements be­


tween neighboring sounds.
 

kl Septem ber 2001 the Governor signed into law AO1722 which
 

establishes a requirement that life saving resuscitation equipment
 

(eg. air masks and gloves) be accessible in public place, such as
 

restaurants, bon, rheotres, health clubs in case of medical emer­


gencies. This is simii~r to a low alreody in effect in NYC. The
 

low went into effecl at the beginning of the year.
 

S700001, Emergency Management Assistance Compeer, .....hich
 
provides for MlIIual Assistance bet..veen Stutes during disasters
 

was signed into low by the Governor on 9-17-01.
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In Memorium 

The following mebers were 
remembered during a Me­
morial Service held during 

PulseCheck 2001 ~ 

DISTRCIT 1 
Ted Humphrey 
Spring Hill Community 

Ambulance Corps 

Morton Katz 
Spring Hill Community 

Ambulance Corps 

Irving Lazaroff 
New City Volunteer 

Ambulance Corps 

William Luscher 
Spring Hill Community 
Ambulance Corps 

Kathleen Muzzi 
Spring Hill Community Ambu­
lance Corps 

DISTRICT 4 
Richard Barry, Sr. 
Glen Oaks VAC 

Stacy Barry 
Glen Oaks VAC 

The Blanket 

Jon Issacson 
Peninsula VAC 

Alan Lax 
Queens Village-Hollis­
Bellerose VAC 

Fanny Locke 
Peninsula VAC. 

Leon Locke 
Peninsula VAC 

Joseph Martens 
Peninsula VAC 

Rabbi Joseph Weiss 
Peninsula VAC 

DISTRICT 5 
Pat Schoonmaker 
Town of Newburgh VA( 

DiSTRICT 7 
Verna Aspinall 

North Babylon VFD 

Walter Brenner 
Huntington Community First 
Aid Squad 

Joel Hammond 
Wyandach-Wheatley 
Heights VAC 

Peg Lynch 
Huntington Community First 
Aid Squad 

Charles lim 
Huntington Community First 

Aid Squad 

DISTRICT 11 
James DeVito 
Manorville VAC 

James Gilmartin 
Manorville VAC 

DISTRICT 1~ 

Bernard Rappaport 
Perinton VA( 

DISTRICT 18 
Abe Berstein 

Flushing Community VAC 

Peter Cahill 
Whitestone VAC 

Larry Mack 
Flushing Community VAC 

. 1
 
Winter Issue 

Frank May 
Whitestone VAC 

R. Segnini 
Whitestone VAC 

Betty Shapiro 
College Point VAC 

Henry Tuszyanski 
Whitestone VAC 

DISTRICT 20 
Claude V. Gaines 
Block River Ambulance 

Squad 

DISTRICT 30 
James P. Gunter 
Putnam Volley YAC & VFD 

... and each and every 

firefighter, EMS worker and 
police officer killed in the 

line of duty. We pray for 
all those killed or injured 

and for those who serveld) 
at the scene of America's 
worst catastrophic events in 

New York City and wcsh­
ington D.C 

Letter From Director of NYS Bureau to Members of WTC Response Agencies
 

December 10, 2001 
Dear Emergency Medical Services Providers: 

On behalf of the New York State Department of 

Health, Bureau of Emergency Medkal Services (EMS), I 
would like to express our deepest thanks and appreciation 

for your response to the terrorist attock orr the World Trade 
Center. New York State's EMS community rose to the ecce­
slon both at home and in New York City, in a most remark­

able and exemplary fashion. The mobilization of EMS re­
sources was unprecedented. 

Over the twenty-eight (28) dey period of EMS serv­
ice activation, 345 ombulonce services, 515 ambulance ve­

hicles ond over 2,500 EMS providers responded to New 

York City at the request of the Deportment. Those serv­
ices thai were not assigned to respond, remained at 

home to protect their citizens and in some cases, provide 
service to other communities whose ambulances were 

staged in New York City. 
I would ask that you shore this Jetter of thanks to 

every EMS provider in your service. Please accept our 
thanks again ond best wishes for a safe, happy holidoy 

season and New Year. 

Sincerely, 

Edward G. Wronski, Director 
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Ambulance Restacking - New Government Regulations Effective January 2, 2002 

Informal ambulance restocking arrangements with 

receiving hospitals have been in existence for decades. In 

1977, a statute that is port of Social Security Act, was en­

acted providing criminal penalTies for any kind of induce­
ment for the referral on business reimbursable by a Federal 

health core program such as Medicare or CHAMPUS. This 

anti-kickback stcrure technically lmpllcoted ambulance re­

sTocking because the receiving hospital gives something of 
value to a potential source for Federal health core business ­

ambulance providers who deliver patients. 

The government did recognize the importance of 

ambulances being restocked and ready for emergency use 
at all limes and that properly structured arrangements con­

tribute to this goal without risk of fraud or abuse. The Office 

of Inspector General of the US Deportment of Health and 

Human Services has issued several opinions since 1977 which 

have tried to provide guidance on what is OK and what is 

not but these opinions have not been met with much accep­

tance. New regulations went into effect on 1/2./02 which 

represent mojor changes and address many concerns. 

Among the provisions are: 
- public operation and disclosure of ambulance restocking 

arrangements. This can be by a conspicuously posted
 

writing or in accordance with a plan or protocol of gen­


eral informotion promulgoted by an EMS council or com­


parable organization.
 
_ no complicated written contracts or agreements are
 

required.
 
- expanded restocking to non-emergency runs so long as
 

the ambulance is also used for emergency runs.
 

- allows hospitals to limit scope of protected restocking to
 
all non-profit ambulance providers or all ambulance pro­


viders that do not charge for their services.
 
_ simplifies documentation ccndltlcns so that only one ­


party to the restocking arrangement is required to docu­


ment the restocking, however, records must be kept for
 

five (5) years. An ACR/PCR call sheet identifying the
 

drugs and supplies used and left with the hospital sati~fies
 

the documentation requirement,
 

- includes restocking of drugs or supplies initially adminis­


tered to the patient by a first responder at the scene of
 

the illness or injury.
 
The full text of the new regulation is on the web 

at; http://www.hda.gov/regs/fr04deOl-22.htm 

Notify NYSDOH of Changes In Squad CEO, Address, Phone Numbers, etc.
 

Whenever there are changes in a squad's contact informa­ The completed form should be mailed to: 

tion such as address, phone numbers or Chief Officer the NYS Department of Health 

NYS Deportment of Health should be notified. DOH-2936 is Emergency Medical Services (0757) 

the form to use. It is available on the NYS DOH Bureau of 433 River Street - Suite 303 
EMS web site at : Troy, NY 12180 

http';'!www.health.state.ny.us/nysd oh/ ems/ doh29 3b.p df or Foxed to (518) 402-0985 

Recently Issued NYS DOH Policy Statements
 
01-08 10/18/01 UNKNOWN DRY SUBSTANCE / 
SU$PEGED ANTHRAX RESPONSE ADVISORY - provides 
guidance for responding to an emergency call involving a 
package, envelope or substance suspected of being Anthrax. 
Also attached are Anthrax advisories/protocols developed 
by the Department of Health to csstsr in understanding what 
Anthrax is, mail handling protocols, recommended patient/ 
equipment, decontamination guideline~, specimen handling 
ond criteria for lob testing. 

02-01 01/02/02 REQUIREMENT TO REPORT IN­
STANCES OF SUSPEOED CHILD ABUSE OR MISTREATMENT­
On 11/13/01 Section 41 3 of the Social Services Law wcs 
amended, in relation to persons and officials who are re­
quired to report ecces of suspected child cbuse or mistreat­
ment. Effective 2/1/02 the 10"'" will require Emergency Medi­
cal Technicians (EMT, EMT-I, EMT-CC and EMT-P) to report sus­
pected child abuse that they come across while performing 

their [cos. Certified First Responders (CFRs) ore not man­
dated reporters. The Bureau of EMS will not require EMTs to 
attend a speclotized course for child abuse. The current EMS 
course curricula includes sections on child abuse. However, the 
Bureou does reserve the right to amend curricula in the future. 
Therefore, the Policy Statement and attached foct sheet are 
intended to be used by NYS EMTs to help them better under­
stand their obligations as well as the signs and symptoms of 
possible child abuse or mistreatment. Oral reports must be 
made immediately by phone or FAX and followed by a writ ­
ten report on form LDSS-2221 A within 48 hours. 10NYCRR 
Port 800.21 {p){11 )(ii) regulotions require 011 ambulances 

services to have and enforce a written policy regarding the 
reporting of child abuse. 

Full text of all current Policy statements can be viewed online 

at www.heclth.state.ny.us/nysdoh/ems/publaw.htm 
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2001 Association Scholarship and Special Awards 

SCHOLARSHIP AWARD 

jennifer R. Engelman of the Stony Point Volunteer Ambulance 
Corps has been awarded a $500.00 scholarship and frarned 
certificate in recognition of her efforts to persue a medical co­
reer above the Beste EMT level. 

jennifer follows in the footsteps of her parents who are also 
vclunteers. In her six: years with Stony Point she has served as a 
line officer in the youth squod as 2nd Lt. and 1st Lt. and is now 
a member of the senior corps and a youth squad adviser. 
While attending high school, jennifer maintained high qrodes, 
served on the student council and received a Notional Merit 
Scholarship. She is a Girl Scout Leader and during her years in 
scouting received Silver and Gold Awards, which are the high­
est honor awards a girl can receive from the Girl Scouts of 
America. jennifer has been accepted into the Paramedic Pro­
gram at Rockland Community College. 

LEADERSHIP AWARD 

Carol Cranogve is Captoin ond a 20 year member of the 
Wyandanch-Wheatley Heights Ambulance Corps and has 
served many ronks within the squad. She has erected a Recruit 
Program for the squad and is ockncwledqed cs being "The Re­
source" for members and her "word being low". She has con­

dveted EMT ,raining for numerous agencies throughout Suffolk 
County and also serves in instructor positions for health related 
organizations. She constantly demonstrates nnd provides on 
excellent ex:ample of expectations the Corps holds of its mem­
bers and cares for pctlents with exemplary skill in a textbook 
manner and has been credited with 15 life saVing events this 
year. 

EMS PERSON OF THE YEAR AWARD 

Robert Loysch is a 32 year member and currently 3rd 
Deputy Chief of the Huntington Commvnity First Aid Squad who 
exempltfles participation and professionalism in corps octtvlrtes. 
He has a consistently high response rate '0 calls, a ccntlnocus 
doily role in helping maintain the squod and has served on 
many committees. 

EDUCATOR OF THE YEAR A WARD 

Mark Brenner of the Huntington Community First Aid Squad has 
served the commvnity and squad for 24 years in such capacities 
as Captain, Deputy Chief, Chief, Preceptor in Suffolk County 
and EMT Instructor. His dedication and expertise as on tnsrruc­

tor excels and has assured the highest quality of care by his 
squad to the residents \1'1 and surrounding Hun'ington, 1I, NY. 
His love of service and dedlcctlon has influenced his sen to pur­
sue membership in his squad. 

MEDICAL DIRECTOR OF THE YEAR AWARD 

Dr. Donlel Giacdo, EMT, Medical Director of the Whitestone 

Community Volunteer Ambulance Corps, initially become one 
of the corps' ftrst EMTs. Following medical school he become 
a Director of the corps. He provides 24 hour availability 
personally to emergencies requiring medical control inter­
vention in the field, physical cxomlnctrcns gratis to members, 
delivers medical teen-res and donates his time and effort to 

quality control for his corps. 

UNIT CITATION AWARD 

Spring Hill Community Ambulance Corps is recognized for 
the efficient, effective and coordinated response to the Mon­
sey Park Home for Adults on june 30, 2001 durtnq which 
245 elderly and disabled adults were sofely evacuated 
witho\1t harm. In addition, a rehab sector wos established 
for eight (8) responding fire companies in which fire fighters 

were treated for heat related problems and coordination 
and control was provided for numerous mctuo! old cmbu­
lances and emergency responders. The squad operated 4 

ambulances and was in contincious operation for 19 hours 
during the incident. The Association recognizes the corps 
and its members for Its performance of a lob e~treme!y well 
done end all responders to the incident for their soccessfct 
achievement. 

CERTIFICATE OF APPRECIATION 

Fire Districts of NY MLJtuallnsurance Company, Inc. and 
Rolph A. Cannito, Chief Operating Officer are recognized 
for the generous help and support provided the Association 
ond its membershIp year in and year out and for the quality 
gifts provided that help assure the success of our Confer­
ences. Sincere and heartfelt thanks are extended to Mr. 
Cannita and his company. 

CERTIFICATE OF APPRECIATION 

Mickey and Barbara Favoino of Newburgh Rescue Supply 
are recoqnized for the consistent help and support provided 
the Association assisting us at every opportunity given in­
cluding the use of their booth apoce at flrernctlc and EMS 
conventions ossuring our presence is well known throughout 
New York State. 

Information for NYSVA&RA Special Awards can be ob­
tained from the Choir of Special Awards Committee: 

Nancy Pacella 
8 Arrowhead Ct. 
Newbvrqh, NY 12550 
(845) 569-2101
 
e-mail: NanPacella@aol.com
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Youth in Emergency Services 
The Fvture of Emergency Services 

Haw do we assure future recruitment of needed perscnnele 

Many services have found that offering challenging and ex­

citing junior programs in the emergency fields is an effective 
way to spark the spirit of vctunteerlsm in young people. The 

program can be sponsored directly by your services, in af­
filiation with a lccc! high school Cadet program, or as a Fire 

and Emergency Services Explorer Post {or Health Exploring 
Post) in Leaming for life in association with the Boy Scouts of 

America. Emergency Services Yovth Programs are an oppor­
tunity for Emergen::y Service Organizations 10 mold todoy's 
youth into the emergency services workers of tomorrow. Fire 

and Emergency Medical Service Youth or Junior Programs 
are on investment in the future of your service. 

Pagoe c 

Your association recognizes the importance of You#1 Pro­

grams in assuring the future of community non-profit EMS and 

fire servtces, As a result, we are dedicating this edition of The 
Blanket to information on You#1 Programs in Emergency Serv­

ices. In addition, future editions of The BJonkef will regularly 

include features on yovth Programs and their members. Also, 
the NY$VARA sponsors 0 S'101ewide Youth First Responder 

Drill Competition at its annual Pulse Checlc EdlJCctional Con­
ference, Cceventicn and Trade Show. Trophies are awarded 
for first, second ond third place rectplems, Local districts and 

squads are encouraged 10 organize local drill competitions 
during the year. 

Junior Fire and Emergency Services Programs
 
Preserving the Future of Emergency Services 

A 104-page publication by Volunteer Firemen's Insur­

ance Servites (VFIS). The publication reviews the various 

approaches token by youth programs affiliated with 
emergency services organizations around the United 
States. VFIS culled from its extensive files on emergency 

service youth programs em overview of what such pro­
grams are, how they function, and what seems to work. 

The book is intended to help services that are considering 
the initiation of 0 '·Quth program:,The booklef includes 

sections on types o'f programs, issues and concerns, key 

program elements and a review of resources and infor­
mation availoble to departments. 

The booklet is available to services insuring with VFIS, P. 
O. Box 2726, York, Pennsylvania 17405. 

Junior Emergency Services Excellence 
Award Contest 

This contest is sponsored annually by VFIS. The contest ac­

knowledges and rewords youth emergence services groups 
that exemplify high levels of community involvement, effec­

tive organization and similar positive attributes. Cash prizes 

of $1,000, $500, ..Jnd $250 are awarded 10 first, second 
and third place recipients. 

For more infonnation contact: VFIS, Attn, Education and Con­
sulting Group, 183 Leader Heights Road, P.O. Box 2726, 
York, Pennsylvania T7405. (800) 233-1957. www.vfls.corn. 

SHARE YOUR KNOWLEDGE
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Bits from Around the State and Beyond 

DiSTRICT 1, Rockland 

County advises there has 
been a serious crtem pt 

made to initiate a strong 

recruitment and retention 
committee. Joining with EMS 

in Rockland County are the 

volunteer fire fighting agen­

des. Surveys and paper­

work have been distributed 

within all these agencies for suggestions and help. A "VIP Pro­

gram" is ongoing within the ccurtty for locol businesses 10 

award discounts and freebies to certified volunteers. The 

county EMS coordinator is iss\Jing cards for those agencies who 

send a list of active members. Good Samaritan Hospital 

worked with the district to outline a scholarship for a volunteer 

who plans to attend Rockland Community College 10 become a 

paramedic. Nyack Hospital placed a plaque in rtJe Emergency 
Department in honor of EMS's role at the World Trade Center. 

DISTRICT 2, Westchester County reports its Secretary, John 

Oihmadr!, is establishing an EMS training academy in the Kato­

nah/Bedford region of the County. Westchester Regional EMS 
Council is establishing protocols lor all EMS providers that will 

apparently mirror those of New York City's Regional Council. 

AI Mignone, the District's Vice Chainnan, will become a member 

of the County Executive's Fire Advisory Board. The Board's 

agenda includes emergency commuoicctions. The fire and EMS 

communications system in the County is being overhauled, how­

ever, due to its cemolexlry, il may be two years before proper 
equipment and its implementation becomes a reality. A video 

is being produced through a cooperative effort of fire service 

organizations within the county that will also benefit EMS pro­

viders as a primary objective of the video is recruitment. A TV 

series for local cable is under consideration too. 

DISTRICT 5, advises of the passing of our their District Choir­

person Evelyn "Evle" Drew at the age of 84. Evie was a mem­

ber of the District since its inception cnd also a Life Member of 

the Assodation, having served as Secretory and Treasurer dur­

ing the 1950's. During the 2000 annual convention, Evie re­

ceived the Association's leadership Award in recognition of her 

many years of alJlsfanding service in EMS. During all her years 

01 active participation, she drove around our area to attend 
monthly District meetings. In all those years, she probably 

never missed more than a dozen meetings. Throughout the 

state, you would not be able to find a more dedicated, caring 

individual than my dear friend fvie Drew. She will b'e sadly 

missed by all. 

BROAD CHANNEL VAC/VFD has used insurance proceeds from 

an ambulance lost at the WTC and community donations to or­

der a new Wheeled Coach ambulance. Bellmore VFD previ­

ousiy donated an ambulance to replace the lost vehicle. 

FOREST HILLS VA( received a $20,000 check from the Cord 

Meyer Company, a major property management company in 
Forest Hills, to help replace the ombuicnce the squcd lost at the­

World Trade Center on 9/1 1/01. 

GILBERTSVilLE VFD in Ostego County, NY donated their 1991 

Ford/Collins Type III to Brooklyn's BEDFOD-SYUyVESANT VAC. 1/ 

came at an opportune time as Bed-Stuv blew an engine in one 

of their ambulances during the World Trode Center response 

and their second vehicle is also out of service due to transmission 

problems. 

MIDDLE VILLAGE YAC's Joe Mangus was one of five individuals 
honored by Emigrant Savings Bank with a $5,000 donation 10 

the non-profit organization of their choice. The award was given 

by the bank 10 recognize the contributions immigrants have made 

to their communities. Joe came to the USA from Czechoslovakia 

and, of course, he chose Middle Village VAC as the recipient of 

the funds which he helped fonn the VAC 29 years ago. 

ROCK VAC was approved by the Regional EMS Council of NYC 

to start a new ambulance service to serve the Rockaway Penm­

sui" in New York City. Its startup, however, is on hold as an ap­
peal has been filed et the state ievel by on attorney represent­

ing for-profit ambulance services in New York City. The basis of 

the appeal is that the definition of need wcs not met. 

DISTRIQ 4 & 18 COMMUNITY EMS FUND AWARDS FIRST 

GRANTS on Sunday 12,116/01 the first grants to reimburse the 

city's volunteer EMS services for losses at the World Trade Cen­

ter on 9/11 were distributed. On that fateful day in September 
tv.'o squads 'est ambulances while many others had damage to 

vehicles or lost significanl amounts of supplies and many pieces 

of expensive equipment including trauma bags, oxygen regula­

tors end tanks, defibrillators and stretchers. Squads receiving 

grants to help replace losses included Bedford-Stuyvesant VAC, 

Broad Channel YFD, Emergency Medical REACT, Flatlands VAC, 

Forest Hills VAC, Glen Oaks VAC, Jamaica Estates-Holliswood­

South Bayside VAC, Middle Village YAC, Point Breeze YFD and 

Rockaway Point VFD. 

Ceremonies were concluded with the dedication of For­
est Hills VAC's new ambulance in memory of Richard Pearlman 

who died at the World Trade Center. 

COMMUNITY EMS FUND GRANT MONIES FOR RESPIRATORS 

FOR CHEMICAL & BIOLOGiCAL EMERGENCIES 

A United Way September 11th grant has made tt' pos­

sible for NYC's volunteer EMS squads to purchase expensive res­

pirators to protect O'gainst chemical end biological agents at a 

nomina', cost. These respirators are needed by responding om­

bulcnce crews when there ls danger from substances in the oir as 

the equipment allows them 10 transport patients while minimizing 

exposure to themselves. It is emphasized that the respirators are 

fComlnued on page 131 
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u.s Fire Administration 2002 Assistance to Firefighters Grant Program Includes 
EMS Training & Equipment 

I am proud to announce the approval of tne 2002 

Assistance to Firefiqhte rs Grant Proqrom. This year's $360 mil· 

lion progrom will provide funds to loco! fire departments to 

orotect the :;arety of firefighters and Ihe public with basic fire­

fight;,ng capabilities, basic fire prevention programs, and inter­

me-drcne level emergency medical services. 

This year's grant program is more flextbte for appli ­

cants. Fire departments will be able to complete and submit 

applications on the lnte met. The web-based application wili 

contain helpful guidance and ",-e can send an electronic confit­
motion once we receive your applications. Applicants will be 
able to request severo I different, complementary activities to 

ce-e.cc a comorehenstve program, which improves capabili ­

ties. 

Fire departments will be cbte to apply for ellpible 
activities in one of four different program areas: Fire Oper<~­

tions and Firefighter Safety (Eligibie activities include: Training, 

Weliness and Fitness, Fins-fighting Equipment, and Personal 

Protective Equipment]: fire Preverdion (Eligibie activities irl­

elude: Public Education, Public Awareness, Code Enforcement, 

and Arson Prevention); Emergf.'ncy Medicol Services (Eiigible 

cctt ..rnes include: Training arid/or Equipment;'; and 
Fire-light'ng Vehicles 

In partnership with c oornbe r or State fire and emer· 

oency managemen: agencies, we ore oeovidinq Inforrncfion 

about the program through a series of worksnoo s around the 

couotrr. 'We will aLSO be posting program guidance one aT'­

swers 10 frequentl~ asked questions (FAQs! 0'1 oo- wee site at 

www.usfo.farnq.qov in tne next several 001" Inre roct.ve coon­

cations wili be mode avaiiable at thot web site no tete- thor 

March ·1, :?002. And as otwc vs, we are cvotlobfe to ossist vou 

on our toll-free hotline at (866: 274-0960 or by ernoll at uc­
fag rants@fema.goY. 

I wish to extend my gratitude to President Bush, FEMA 

Director Joe M. Allbaugh, and the U.S. Congre3"i for their visio~ 

and support of this program that is so vltoi To the nctions fire 

service. And equally importrmtlv, let me acknowiecige the co­

operation and cssetooce we received from the fire service or­

ganizations as we developed this year's program. The team 

approach among U$ 01110 making this second year's effort c 
success hos been one of the most grar:iving aspects of my job 

as Administrotor. 

We at the United States Fire Administration look for­

ward to receiving an application from your fire deportment 

next monlh. R. David Poulison, Adrninist totor 

U. S_ Fire Administration 

. Is your fundraising drive ready
for today's new challenges? . 

• \\"e'l] CU'i,lmIZe lour program [0 encourare higher ayerage donations, 

• Our abilltl to provid: 100 rr cOYerag~ Illcrelht' lour to.al rccerpi-. 

• YI'1I1 llIail 111l! be ,oned auhe lowe-: l'O"lbk po,la~c Ielle' saying)ou money. 

• Our on-u.rcet. on-tunc commrmern mel~e, It ea« 1\ hlle maximizing_y our results, 

Your people need new equipment and new training \ll meet today -, new and r-eal challenee-.
 

That cost .... mont'.
 

1·800·404·1900 xii 
DIRECT INC
 

1'2 Mc-cee =.1:'\''2. Mabwa-. N~I 0743oJ· 20" 82S-819C tax - sc.u'.o-s e oror-rarkcrrecccor-i
 

mailto:rants@fema.goY
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NYS Federation of Search and Rescue Teams 

Areas of rugged terrain, heavy vegetation, dense 
tree cover as well as Ickes, ponds and swift streams and rivers 
exist throughout the state. This can vary from the heavily for­
ested sections of Central Park in NYC to bock country hunting, 
camping and climbing orerrs in fhe Western and Northern ports 
of the state. When adults and children disappear or get into 
trouble in these areas specially trained personnel with special­
Ized equipment is often needed to get to them and get them 
out safely where other responders can carryon care. 

The NYS Federation of Search and Rescue Teams was 
formed to support and promote this specialized resource. 
There are presently 22 member teams with rosters ranging 
from 4 10 65 persons. Many members have gone through De­
partment of Environmental Conservation (DEC) Basic Wildlands 
Search, DEC Crew Boss, Managing the Search Function, MCI 
Command, Inland SAR, Emergency Preparedness, EMT/CFR and 
other courses. Some are K-9 teams with degs trained in track­
ing, trailing, air scenting or cadaver work (surfoce or shallow 
grave) and one team has horses. Others are trained for cave, 
high angle, underwater, Ice or swift water rescues (or recov­
ery). Equipment resources vary greatly ond can include on 
eoulpmerrt t-oller, command post trailer, ATV, generators, smoU 
boot, medcct packs, grid search suppiles, GPS, grappling 
hooks, topographical mops and radios. Members are trained 
and expected to be self-sufficient and do not require support 
services during the first hours of a search but support is always 
appreciated especially on extended searches. Responses are 
normally within several hours drive time but most learns are 
willing to go wherever needed in the state. 

Advice from the federctlcn is to establish a working 
relationship with a local SAR team before an incident happens. 
If there is on incident, early notificatiOf1 will help maximize the 
turnout of skilled search resources while minimiZing the response 
time which due to geography may be several hours. A request 
can be mode that resources be placed on stand-by or immedi­
ate response according to the sltuotlon. Searches require a lot 
of manpower oro the Integration of trained and experienced 
SAR volunteers with local emergency responders can help pro­
vide for a fast b\Jt thorough search and/or the technical skiils 
needed to effectuate a rescue from unusual situations. 

Activction of the local team is encouraged. If a local 
team cannot be contacted in a timely fashion, utilize the direct 
Federcrtion call-out by calling NYS Police Troop "A", Batavia, 
NY at (716) 343-220, request Massasauga SAR and leave a 
call back number and nome. A Federation represeotcttve will 
return the call promptly. There is a web site at www. 
nysfedsar.org with more information on the Eeder ction and 
capabilities of the member organizations. Below is a listing of 
the member teams. 

All COUNTY SAR DOGS, (518) 299-3542 or 
(518) 821-3150
 
C/O Fronk Cangelosi, PO Box 74, Prcrtsville, NY 12468
 
AMIGO SAR DOGS, (607) 746-3647
 
c/o Ed Rivera, RR2 Box 77B, Delhi, NY 13753
 

aOONVlllE SEARCH AND RESCUE, (315) 942_5045
 
PO Box 332, Boonvme, NY 13309
 
CAYUGA COUNTY HIGHLAND SAR, INC., (315) 626-2194
 
PO Box 151, Meridian, NY 13113
 
CENTRAL NEW YORK K9 SAR, (315) 241-4700 or
 
(315) 249·9478
 
c/o Mitch Stahl, 1319 Genessee Street, Chittenango, NY
 
13037
 
CORTLAND COUNTY VOLUNTEER EMERGENCY SEARCH TEAM
 
(607) 844-3417
 
c/o Morrell Sdlutt, PO Box 41, Hartford, NY 13784
 
HAMBURG VFD S.T.AR. TEAM, (716) 649-1753
 
PO Box 82, Homburg, NY 14075
 
LEWIS COUNTY SEARCH & RESCUE, (315) 376-7745
 
West State Street, Lowville, NY 13367
 
LIVINGSTON COUNTY SEARCH COORDINATION TEAM
 
(716) 335-3511
 
c/o Ed Bergman, 48 West Avenue, Dansville, NY 14437
 
LOWER ADIRONDACK SEARCH AND RESCUE, (518) 494-7112
 
PO 80x 655, Warrensburg, NY 12885
 
MASSASAUGUA SEARCH AND RESCUE, (716) 663-7323
 
c/o S. Irwin, Pres., 348 Lake Meadow Rd, Rochester, NY
 
14612
 
NEW JERSEY SAR, INC., (201) 646-2705 (Bergen County PD)
 
PO BOX 24, RINGWOOD, Nj 07456
 
NORTH COUNTRY INLAND SEARCH AND RESCUE
 
(315) 232-3622
 
c/o Benjomln Moore, 44 Liberty Street, Adams, NY 13605
 
NORTHEAST MOBILE SEARCH AND RESCUE, (518) 228-2462
 
1072 Betlstcn lake Rood, Ballston lake, NY 12019
 
OSWEGO COUNTY PIONEER SEARCH AND RESCUE
 
(315) 343·9541
 
c/o Howard Bennett, County Route 51 A, Oswego, NY 13126
 
PATHFINDER K-9 SEARCH AND RESCUE TEAM,
 
(607) 656·8448
 
c/o John Girton, 14 Jackson Street, Green, NY 13778
 
76 SEARCH AND RESCUE, INC., (518) 765-5979
 
PO Box 876, Guilderland, NY 12084
 
SAR OF THE NORTHERN ADIRONDACKS
 
(800) 950-1 289 #1949
 

PO Box 1116, Scronce Lake, NY 12983
 
SEARCH TEAM 5-1, (518) 863-2198
 
206 Woshburn Rood, Northville, r..JY 12194
 
SINGLETRACKERS SAR (631) 928-4023, (631) 924-7231 or
 
(516) 658-1979
 
c/o CLIMB, eo Box 203, vvoodburv, r~Y 11797
 
Vv'llDERi'lESS SEARCH AND RESCUE TEAM, INC.,
 
(315) <1.58-4985
 
PO Box 3908, Svrcrcuse, NY 13220
 
WESTERN NE'v'1 YORK SEARCH DOGS, IrK., F 16) 939-2734
 
c/o J. Inglis, 885 Wheotland Center Rd, Scottsville, t·1Y 14546
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not meant for intentional entry into hot zone or initial decontamina­

tion operouons but rather for crew protection if they find them­
selves involved in a situation \t1at becomes a threat to their health 

and safety. 
The resptrotcrs were manufactured by Sunstrom and are 

model number SE.400 mode of silicone. Squods could order 2 am­

bulance pockcqes eocn consisting of two (2) full face respirators 

and 2 half mask respirators as well as trppropricte filters. An ad­
ditlonol quantity of holf mask respirators and filters could be 

added to the order. The value of the equipment ofier is over 

$1,800.00 but was mode available by the District 4 & 18 Commu­

nity EMS Fund for Q nominal fee to cover administrative expenses. 

A tr-cln-the-troioer session was held on Sunday 1/13/02 
with over 25 representatives from 11 squads in attendance. Train­

ing on fit testing, c1eoning and routine mcintencnce of the device; 

was given by a manufacturer', representative from Sofety Equip­

ment America lccctec in Branford, CT. There is a web site at 
www.sec.corn.ec with additional product information on the respi­

rators. 

NERVE GAS ANTIDOTE KITS ON NYC 911 AMBULANCES 

EMS agencies are taking measures to protect crew heolth 
in situation, t+Jat may have turned from simple sick call, to some­

thing potential deadly for both patients and rescuers. This has 

taken the form of nerve gas ontldote kits, called Mark 1 kits, being 

placed on 911 ambulances. These kits consist of two (2) EpiPen 
like devices containing single doses of atrophine sulfate and a drug 

called 2PAM (Pralidoxime/Protopam). 

Upon cnrthorizotion for use, crew members using the 

buddy system would c dminister three (3) doses of eod- drug to 

ecch ot+Jer. In NYC, 911 ambulances from FDNY and VOluntary 
hospitals will be carrying kits contoinlnq 60 Mark 1 sets. 

HOSPITALS TAKE MEASURES FOR CHEMICAL & BIOLOGICAL 

EMERGENCIES 

There is heightened concern in hospltols about prepcred­
ness for incidents of mass iniury or death from chemlcol and bio­
logical weapons. Emergency departments have to plan for re<:eiv. 

ing contaminated patients and rescuers and many have constructe-d 

or placed shower facilities at ambulance entrances. These range 

from setccs that could accommodate one person at a time to more 

elaborate setups that provide for chonnel'nq groups of male ond 
female patients through separate facilities. Getting an outdoor 

shower facility in operation at 2,00 AM on a winter morning with 5 

mfnctes notice of arriving patients will be a cholienqe. 

DISTRICT .4 & 18 COMMUNITY EMS FUND COVERAGE ON TV 

On Wednesday evening 1/23/02 chonnel NY1 had 0 program 

covering aspects of 9/11 recovery. Betsy Gotbaum, NYC Public 

Advocate, Henry Ehrhardl, VP, NYSVA&RA and James Robinson, 
CEO, Bed-Stuy VAC were interviewed live. Betsy explained how 

she become involved, how the United Way, NY Community Trust 

and NY Times funds provided em almost $1 million dollar grant to 

help the city's volunteer EMS and rescue organizations recover 
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from losses on 9/11 and prepare for future incidents on that 

scale. The subsidized re,pirator kits for ambulance' were men­
tioned aiOllg with a recognition dinner planned for EMS Week 

in May and the need for improved communications. 

Earlier in the show there was a taped segment covering Bronx's 
Aviation VFD's effort called Operofion Bootstrap to gel bock in 

service after t+Jeir engine was damaged by lolling debris 01 

the World Frede Center. 

DISTRICT 7, Suffolk County indicates mony agencies are begin­
ning to address the lad< of volunteers by hiring crews to serve 

in the hours when volunteers are unavailable. Agencies with 

existing paid providers are expanding those programs to take 

up more of the day, as voumteerism continues to decline. While 
addressing the needs in t+Je short term, it does not bode well for 

the survival of the volunteer tradition In the long term. Squads 

spent fhe holiday season participating in numerous holiday cele­

brations. Deer Pork end North Babylon held holiday porades 

for their citizens, inviting t+Je deportment members and neigh­

boring squads around them to participate. Bay Shore and 

Wyondondl provided bicycle patrols along the routes. Wyan­

dcnch loine.d this -year with the members of the Wyandanch Fir~ 

Company to give Santa a ride around the district spreading ioy 

and candy and lighting the community's Christmas Tree. Educa­

tion is a priority in District 7 and training programs have been 

held for indructor updates, the new child obese reporting law, 
tactical safety in addition to the ongoing Continu'mg Medical 

Education Pilot Program, which is moving forward wilti a full 

head of steam as well os preparing to deal with the impact of 

the five-year bill. Call volume Is up, vclunteertsm is down, but 

the [ob is getting done. 

DISTRICT 18, Queens and Bronx Counties, in February held a 

seminar at Flus!ling VAC on how to recognize child abuse. Dr. 

Arthur Cooper, Pediatric Surgeon was the presenter and the 

seminor was open to all District squads, local l-cspttol ambu­

lance EMrS, por-omecilcs., etc. The DOH bos inspected squocls 

in the borough of Queens and all part 800 requirements were 
impeded and verlfied as well as operating procedures ond 

protocols. The DOH nos also been doing spot checks in the five 

boroughs and volunteer ambulance and volunteer fire depart­

ment ambulances are being inspected when crews are ready to 

leave the hospttol. The Eastern Qc>eens Mut\!al Aid Group is 

working on some communication problems for the squads. 

DISTRICT 19 was notified thaI one of its creo school districts 

has been chosen to participate in a program called Risk vvotch. 

Conaiohorie Central School has been one of only ten schools in 

t+Je stole to participate in ltiis program, with all books and sup­

plies provided, The, cost of the program is normally around 

$300. This program involves reed-ers and students in a safety 

program that puts them in direct ccotoct with the area fire de­

partment, ambulance corps, and police deportment. 
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NYS Emergency Medical Services Council Meeting of December 4-5, 2001 
Henry A. Ehrhardt, NYSVA&RA Delegate 

STAFF REPORT 

Ed Wronski, Director Bureau of EMS, reported on revised es­
timate of fatalities from WTC terrorist attock. He else re­
viewed the Bureau's role in the response and coordination ef­
fort. The state anticipated 0 budget deficit of up to $9 Bil· 
lion. There are severe] vacancies that the bureau has been 
unable to fill. The Health Core Reform oct comes up in De­
cember - so how dedicated funding for EMS training is in­
cluded or not will be part of that discussion. A-review of the 
hospital trauma system in NYC is being done. Request for 
proposals for the keypunch of PCRs is out. Regional Councils 
are encouraged to hold CEVO Train-the Trainer courses. The 
DOH along with other agencies is undertaking a blo-terrortsm 

planning effort with public health agencies and organizations 
around the state. 
EDUCA nON & TRAINING 

The Bureau developed a policy statement on Mandatory Re­
porting by EMTs of Child Abuse (02·01 issued 1/2/02). 
[MTs are not required to toke any additional training. Re­
vised CIC curriculum is expected to be out and on the agenda 
for the february meeting. The Head Injury TAG is reviewing 
the Brain Trauma foundation material. The Education for the 
future TAG will be meeting with a representative from the 
National Registry prior to the next SEMSCO meeting. The 
latest version of the Pilot Re-certlficctlon Program Manval is 

out. 

SEMAC/MEDICAL STANDARDS 

EMS for children subgroup is dealing with two issues - one 
involves the use of the pediatric pod cable system for use in 
AEDs and PADs. Susquehanna Regional Protocols will need 
some further issues addressed. 
A draft SEMAC odvtsorv on secondary confirmation of ET 
tube placement is under review. 
EVALUATION 

Electronic peR pilots. An evcluoticn form for individuals, 
ogendes and hospitals has been prepared. It should be cut in 
December. A report is expected by March. 
SYSTEMS 

Regional EMS Council Address Updates 
North Country Regional EMS Council 
SUNY Canton College of Technology 
34 Cornell Drive, Wicks 105, Canton, NY 13617 
(315) 379-3977, www.contcn.edu/ncerns 
Counties: Jefferson, lewis & St. Lawrence 

Regional EMS Council of NYC 
475 Riverside Drive, Suite 1929, New York, NY 10115 
(21 2) 870-230 1, www.nycremsco.org 
Counties' Bronx, Kings, New York, Ooeens & Richmond 

Comments were prepared on EMS needs as they relate to the 
Statewide Wireless Network in planning. Dr. Lorraine Clark 
mode a presentation on requirement for qlocomerer use by 
EMS services. RJV Transport's CON (Nassau County) - the 
committee was advised that they are in bankruptcy court. 
Westchester Council has not yet identified a program agency 
to the council. An opinion on CON voting requirements was 
circulated. 
LEGISLAT/ON 

S.64· Mandatory Child Abuse Reporting by EMTs was signed 
into law by the Governor. A. 8460 - Would require a medi­
cally trained person, in oddltlcn to a ccccb, at school athletic 
events. The committee supported the concept of CPR training 
for school coaching steff and improved communication with 
the local EMS system for all schools at athletic practices and 
events, along the lines of A.5156. Five Year pilot re­
certification bilf has passed both Assembly and State Senate. 
(Note, It was later signed into law by the Governor). 
PIER (Public Information, Education and Recruitment) 
Vital Signs Conference was a success. The committee bes also 
been interested in the establishment of the "Tree of Life" line 
of duty memorial. 
FINANCE 

Regional Budget template has been reduced in size by elimi­
nating redundancies. The committee has token note of the 
shift in how training is done and how training dollors are be­
ing spent. As a result the committee anticipates establishing a 
TAG to look specifically at the pilot education programs, con­
tinuing education and ancillary courses to see if funding needs 
to be re-directed. 
REGIONAL SYSTEMS COMMITTEE 

The "Mode! Systems Plan" was approved. it is only a model 
for use as an example. It had been modified from an earlier 
version based on input (induding that from NYSVARA). 
2002 OFFICERS 

Dr. Arthur Cooper, Chair 
Mr. Kenneth Beers, 1sr Vice Chair 
Mr.Warren Darby, 2nd Vice Choir 

Susquehanna Regional EMS Council 
Public Safety facility 
153 Lt. VanWinkle Drive, Binghampton, NY 13905 
(607) 778-1178, www.srems.com 
Counties: Broome, Chenango & Tioga 

Wyoming-Erie Regional EMS Council 
149 French Road, Cheektowaga, NY 14227 
(716) 668·9184, www.wrems.org 
Counties: Erie & Wyoming 
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APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 

Organization Name 

Squad Address 

Crty County Slate Zip 

Squad Phone Number Squad Fax Number 

Stgnature of Squad Officer Pnnt Name/Title 

IndiVidual Name 

------------ . 

--~-----~ 
City County State Zip 

Home Phone 

E-mail seeress Squad Affiliation 

----~------
Signature of Indivldual Member 

Initial Membership Sign-upMy Service is: BLS ALS (Circle all that apply) 
Sign up forwhich is NYS Certified Registered 
o IndiVidual Member ~ $1000and is Fire-Affiliated Independent 

(Aftiliated with Squad cr Company where 

Commercial Squad IS a member of the Association) 

and is Volunteer Ambulance First Responder o Individual Member ... $15.00 
(Affiliated with SQuad or Company w!lere 

Rescue Squad Squad is NOT a member of the Association) 

and I, am a Driver Attendant Dispatcher o Orpamzation (Squad or Ccmpany) ... $55.00 

Clerical CPR-D CFR CFR·D o Sustaming (Corporate/Commercial I $125.00 
EMT EMT-I EMT-CC EMT-P 

Send this application along with a Check or Money Order p6Yab',e to: 
NY S VOLUNTEER AMBULANCE & RESCUE ASSOCIATION, INC 

•• In areas of the State with OC\i~ local affiliates, district. dues apply, We encourage yoo to become aenve in your local cnstnct orgarlization, District dues, 
wtlere applicable, will be automatically added at renewal FIRST YEAR SQUAD dues are prorated as follows: full annual dues for OCt 1 to Sept 30, three­
quarters of annual dues for Jan 1 to sect ::.0; one-half of annuai dues for Apnl 1 to Sept 30: and coe-cearter of annuet clues for July 1 to Sept 1 



The Association is on the Web! You can find us at: http://NYSVARA.org 
,MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
I LONG ISLAND 8UFf SHOW sponsored by 151 Responder News, Sunday, April 28, 9 AM to 4 PM ct 1T.e Huntington Hifton, Route ',10 1 mile south of the 
I LIE [exft 495). lndoce vendors and outdoor apparatus displays. Free cdrrasstcn & free parking. 

;,INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATiON OF MEDICAL BIKE UNITS (/AMBU) presenn ils 4th Anovel Conference and Learning Symposium April 28 through May 

14,2002 01 Jamaica Hosp;!cl Medical Center in Jamaica, N'I, The courses offered include. 
_ EMS Providers Course, Thi. 3-doy 27 hour program covers, nomenclature, bike fit, geor,ng and cadence, bike and rood skills, nutrition, road and oH 

'I rood rides, rnclntencnce, injurl prevention, tactics and fitness. Given May 21hrough May 4, 2002. Cost $225.00 
- IAMBU Instructor Course, This 4-day 40_hour class takes the e;<periel'lced IAMBU certified Bike Medic through the teaching and learning process. Each 

attendee must complete 3 lectores of varying lel'lgths as well as written and on-bike excms. Given April 28 through Mey 1,2002. Cost 
$450.00 

- Bicycle Medic Maintenance Course. This 2-day pmgrcm is designed to save a bike unit both time and maney. Given April 28 through April 20, 2002. 
Cost $250.00 ­

All pcrttclpcnrs of IAMBU 2002 wi',! receive VIP cdmlsslon into Ihe Great Five Bora Bike Tour on Sundoy, May 5. Thi; 42 mile, fully supported tour 01
 
the five boroughs of New York Cit)' lets the IAMBU attendee share the city with 35,000 fellow cyclists on traffic free streets. Additional informotion
 
may be obtained by, telephone (718) 206-7623, email to IAMBU@medksonbikes.comor Genel! 188@00l.comoronthe web ct
 
www.rredicsonbikes.cem 

IFIRE 2002 Thursdoy, June 6 through Saturday, June 8 sponsored by the NYS As,oclorion of fire Chiefs at the Empire EXPO Center in Syracus>:J, NY. For 
! info call (800) 676·3473 or iog on to the web site at www.nvsfirechiefs.com. 

ROADSIDE TO BEDSIDE 6th ANNUAL EMERGENCY CARE CONFERENCE spomored by the Westchester Medical Center. Monday June 3 and Tuesday 

, June 4, 2002 at the Crowne P!a<:o, White Plail'ls, NY. Keynote cddresses exhibit> end seminar subjects which focus on 9/11 and hew assumptions and 
i SOPs were turned upside dowl'l. Day 1, with the advantage of hindsight, will cover the tlmellneof 9/11 end Day 2 will be about Ihe rest of our lives. 
For info coil (914) 493-8892, 

PULSE CHECK 200 J The 471h Annual Educational Conference & Trade Show of the NYS Volunteer Ambulance & Rescue Association wlli be held Tburs­
day September 26 to Sunday Septebmer 29 at the Rooril'lg Brook Resort & Conference Center, lake George, NY. Event feature> seminars, exhibits, 
award; dinner and the country's only stctewide EMT and CFR team skills competition. For il'lformation call (877) NYSVARAor e-mail 

, puisecheck:'.OOO@aaLcom 

THE NEW YORK STATE 
VOLUNTEER AMBULANCE & 
RESCUE ASSOCIATION, INC. 

P.O. BOX 893 
NANUET, NY 10954-0893 

(877) NYS VARA 
Fax: (845) 627·8621 
E-mail: TheBlanket@aol.com 
http://NYSVARA.org 

Non-Profit Org.
 
U,S. POSTAGE
 

PAID
 
Flushing, nv
 

Permit ND 1785
 


