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Approaching Alternative Fueled Vehicle Crashes 

Adopted from a US Deportment of Transportation publication. 
The initial goals of first arriving emergency personnel at 

on incident include determining whO! hcs happened, securing the 
scene and protecting victims, bystanders and themselves. We can 
no longer pull up to Q motor vehicle cccldem and expect the vehi· 
dQ~ inv Qlved to be fr(;H::litionol gasoline or die~1 powereQ. This ls in 
addition to hev ing to consider the dangers of energy absorbing 
bumpers and undeployed ctrbcqs throughout she vehicle. More 
and more vehicles powered by other fuels and hybrid dual fuel 
comblnctlcns are on the rood. k; the scene size up is done look for 
speciol fuel port'S, distinctive profiles ond ony written markings and 
logo, on ;he vebkles, Except for selected local areas these vehicles 
are not required to be identified and there are no standardized 
placards, logos or symbols tor the ldentlfkctlon of each type of 
alternative fuel as there are for railroad tank cars and trucks. 

Liquefied Petroleum Gas (LPG) and Compressed Natural Gas 
(eNGI 

in most LPG or CNG vehicles, containers will be found in 
the trunk area, under the side panel of a von or school bus, on The 
frame, in file bed of a pid< up truck Or on !he roof of 0 commuter 
bus. Expect a mcjortty of the ....ehlcles to be owned by a fleet servo 
ice such O~ buses, taxi cobs or utility companies. If the vehicle is not 
on fire and no ob....ious leak is detected, stabilize and secure the 
....ehicle by setting the broke, utilizing wheel chocks or other forms of 
cribbing as needed. Tum off the vehicle's ignition and tum the gas 
cylinder ....cfve handle to the "off" position. If the vehicle is on fire 
or a leak Is detected do not approach the vehlcle. Secure the 
scene with non-sparking markers or cones. DO NOT USE FLARES!. 
Approaching the LPC or eNC vehicle thot is leaking fuel or on fire 
should only be attempted when wearing proper clothing and self 
contolned breathing apparatus. If you do not ha....e the proper 
protecti....e gear, equipment and training to deal with fire or HAZ· 
MAT emergencies, do not approach the vehicle. Create a safe 
zone and contact the proper response units in your area. in most 
cases, an ohemottve fueled vehicle in a crash should not require 0 

HAZMAT response. The greatest hazard of LPG containers ex' 
posed to fire or extreme hear is BLEVE (boiling liquid/expanding 
....apor explosion). Howe....er, a eNG container exposed to a lire 
con also fail releos.ing dangerous amounts of fuel on/or a flame. 
When LPG fuel containers become compromised, the fuel converts 
from 0 liquid to a ....coer that could rapidly produce sizeable vapor 
cloud whldl may Ignite and flash bock to the fuel soorce. 

Mefhanol and Ethanol 
Both of these fuels are used in the vehicle's existini;l fuel 

tcnks, Bus fleets are common users of these two types of fuels. If 
there is no fire or leok, carefully approach the vehicle, tum off the 
driver's ignition switch and set the parking brake or use wheel 
chocks to secure the ....ehide. If fire is present, stay away from the 
vehicle, secure the area and deny entry. A fire fueled by methanol 
or ethanol bums brighf bee and can be difficult to see on a clear 
day. If there is on obvious leek, you may approach the ....ehlcle but 
use the SQmQ ccvtlco as when working around Q trcdltionol fueled 

vehicle. 'Nhen a leak or fire exists call fire or HAZMAT servkes, If 
you do not neve the proper protective gear, equipment and train­
ing to deal with fire or HAZMAT emergencies, do not opproodr me 
....ehkle. Create a scfe zone and contact the appropriate response 
uniti in your crec. DO NOT USE FLARESI 

Electric 
Look for on electric charging porton the side or front of 

the ....ehkle, the electric logo, a stepped up roof line or 0 distinctive 
profile. These vehicles are powered by batteries as high as 300 
volts, usually located under the hood, in the trunk or under the vehl­
de. A separate traditional 12 volt battery is still needed 10 cper­
ate The vehicle's electric features such as the radio and headlights. 
If there is no fire or battery liquid leak, carefully approach the ....e· 
hicle, tum oft the driver's off/on switch and set the parking broke 
or use wheel chocks to secure the vehicle. If smoke is visible, NO 
ONE SHOULD APPROACH THE VEHICLE without self ccntclned 
breathing apparatus. Toxlc fumes and vapors from damaged bat­
teries Can be carried in the smoke or steom. If the vehicle is on fire 
or on obvious leak is detected, de on approach the ....ehlcle. Secure 
the scene with non-sporkinq markers or canes and call tor the ap­
propriate response units. DO NOT USE FLARES! When an efectric 
vehicle has been in a severe crash and the normal safety feotures 
he....e been compromised, a....oid approaching the vehicle when 
'there is arching under the hood. Never cut into the bortery pack or 
the traction coble even if the high ....oltage has been shlJt down be­
cause the battery pad< can remain charged. Since ft1ere may be 

toxic fumes present around the vehicle after a fire has been con­
tained, only those with proper prctecfve gear, equipment and 
training should participate in cleanup. 

Issues to remember 
-Identify an oftemotl....e fueled vehicle by its special markings and 

equipment. Since most vehicles are madified, the vehicle identifi­
cation number (VIN) which Includes the original fuel type code will 
not help identify the vehicle. 

- When vehicles at on incident ore transporting oltemotlve fuels os 
cargo or if a filling station is involved, call the local HAZMAT serv­
ices and keep everyone away. 

- CNG containers have been tested far their resistance 10 crashes 
and other external forces such as gun shots. Dangerous leaks can 
come from ruptured connection fh1ings and lines. 

- DO NOT USE FLARES in the area Immediate accident scene. If 
vapors are being released restrict flare use also In adjacent or­
eos and rely on flashing lights, reflective cones or other non 
sparking devices. 

Public tronsoortotlon agencies and large Heet operators 
may have safety departments that will after hands on training to 
local emergency response agencies. The Metropolitan Ironsporto­
tion Agency (MTA) which operates Long Island Bus has such a train­
ing program which addresses response to accidents lrwcl....ing alter­
narjve fvel busses. 
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2002-2003 Association Officer Nominations 
The Nominating Corrrnittee has omounced the foliowil1Q slate for 2002-2003 officers: 

President - Michael J. Mastrianni, Jr., Dtstrtct 1, South Orcnqerown VAC & Rockland Paramedics 
Execrtive Vice-President - Roy Sweet, District 19, Broadalbin YAC 
Vice-President - Henry Ehrhardt, District 4, Ridgewood VAC & Glen Oaks YAC 
Treasurer - Jean Goorley, District 18, Flushing VAC 
Financial Secretary - Tim Ryan, District 12, Wantagh-levittoWTI VAC 

Secretory - Tracy Abernant, Dlstrlct 12, Mineola VAC & Corle Place FD 

Association By-lows provide *'ot additional nominations may be made by a District and forwarded to the Assodotlco's Secretary 21 
days prior to the Annual Ccoverrrlco so that nominees names will appear on the ballot. Nominations may also be made at the Annuai 
Meeting but nominees' names will not appear on the ballot. Elections will take place during Pulse Geck 2002.. 

EMS WTC FUND ESTABLISHED 
The health core community has come together to es­

tablish a dedicated fund that will provide assistance to the 
surviving families of the emergency medical service personnel 
killed or still missing in the attock on the World Trade Center. 

This fund is administered by the Greater New York Hospital 
Foundation (GNYHFj. The Federal tax lD number is 13­
29541-40. To denote to this special fund, please make checks 
payable to "Greater NY Hospital Foundation, Inc." and mail 
to, EMS Fund 

Greater NY Hospital Foundation 
PO Box 32422 
Hartford, a 06150-2422 

EMS WTC MEMORIAL BARS AVAILABLE 
As port of its 2002 EMS Week observance, NYC Region 

Districts 4 & 18 commissioned a Memorial Bar to honor the 

eight (8) EMS personnel who died on 9/11,101, These bars 

are available for a donation of S 10.00. If you would like 

to order one or more, send a check or money order pay­

able to "NYSYA&RA, NYC Region" for $10.00 X the num­

ber of bars requested to, 

NYSVA&RA, NYC Region Districts 4 & 18 
c/o J. Downey 
249-0787 Dri.'e 

Bellerose, NY 11.426 

Is your fundraising drive ready
 
.for today's new challenges?
 

• We']] custollllze vour program to encourage higher alerage donations. 

• Our abIlity to prIll ide lOO'7c cOYerag~ mere"se, vour total receiph. 

• Your mail 1\1]1 be sorted at the ]0111.''1 pn"ible postage rates saling.You money. 

• Our on-target. on-time eommitmelllllla~es it easv II hill.' maximizing.Your results. 

Your people need new equipment and new training to meet todavs new and real challenges.
 

That costs money.
 

1·800·404·1900 xii 
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The Association is on the Web! You can find us at: http://NYSVARA.org
 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
PULSE CHECK 2002 The 47th Annual Educational Conference & Trade Show of the NYS Volunteer Ambulance & Rescue Associa­
tion will be held Thursday September 26 to Sunday September 29 at the Rooring Brook Resort & Conference Center, Lake 

I George, NY. Event features seminars, exhibits, awards dinner and the country's only statewide EMT and CFR team skills ccmpetl ­ r 
tion. For infonnotion coli (877) NY$VARA or e-mail pulsecheck2000@aol.com. NYSVARA ANNUAL MEETING will be held on Fri­ 1 

i
r 

day, September 271h, 2002 at 9:30am at the Roaring Brook Resort Conference Center at Lake George, NY. 

VFD PARADE AND DRILL SEASON 1$ HERE For a listing of YFD parades and drills (competitions) throughout New York State go to t 
the web side at www.fdrocing.com. Nossou and Suffolk counties on Long Island are very active and there are also listings for~, 

Western NY and Northern NY. The NYS Championship Drill and Parade will be hosted by the Deerfield VFD. The drill is on Soter- ,V
day August 17, starting at 8:00 AM at the Ruskey Training facility, Firehouse & Trenton Roods in Deerfield. The parade is on Sun- i­
day August 18 starting at 2:00 PM on Genesse Street in the City of Utica. 

2002 NYS DISASTER PREPAREDNESS CONFERENCE IN NIAGARA FALLS The NYS Disaster Preparedness Ccrrmssicn will hold ~ 2002 . 

annual conference September 18-20 at the Holiday Inn Select in Niagara Falls, NY. Jean Cox, NYS Emergency Manogemem OffICe 
(SEMOl counsel end chclr of the planning committee, encourages emergency managers. 10 contact either John Farrell or Michael S. Smith, 
NY$EMA president with ideas and suggested topics or workshops they would like to be included in the 2002 conference. Detoils on the . 
conference willi be distributed as they are formulated. f' 

,I 
HUDSON VALLEY EMS SEMINAR, Saturday October 19,2002,8:00 AM to 3:00 PM hosted by Saugerties VFD. All EMS providers ooo!, 
volunteer firefighters ore welcome to attend. For info contact Rob Ruston, Hudson Volley VFA's EMS Committee Chairman at RRuston@aol. ' 
com. 

VITAL SIGNS CONFERENCE 2002, Friday November 1 to Sunday November 3 at the OnCenter, Syracuse, NY. Sponsored by the 
NYS DOH Bureau of EMS. Includes general sessions, workshops, exhibits ond owards banquet. For information contact Donna 

i Gerard.O:.(5.1.8_).,~O~_-::96 extensi:~,,~,:r ,Ch~, the web Si~~_.01.~,~W.h.~~:,:,.stat~,:~,Y.us/nYSdCh/emS/VitaISigns.hrm. ~ 
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