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CPR Changes on the Way in 2006?

Every 5 years dozens of international organizations and
experts in the field of emergency medical care get together
and review and evaluate hundreds of scientific research wr-
ticles ond studies on CPR and cardiac care. The goal is to
determine if any new discoveries affect the way CPR is de-
livered, The effort is led by the International Licison Com-
mittee on Reswscitation and sponsored by the American
Heart Association. Currently, we are all using Emergency
Cardiog care (ECC) guidelines resylting from the 2000 ¢on-
ference.

The most recent conference was held Jan. 23-30, 2005

“Blended Learning” Internet Based

Courses from RED Cross

In keeping with taday's fast-paced information age, the
American Red Cross has developed the Blended Learning
First Aid/CPR/AED Program — a new way to offer Red
Cress first aid, adult CPR ond automated external defibril-
lation (AED) troining. The first portion of the training is com-
pleted oniine, se each course participant can taoke the train-
ing from any computer meefing the minimum operating sys-
tem requirements and has internet access. Course-takers
have the option of going through the lessons in full or ah-
breviated form and can test out of lessons s well, Red
Cross Blended Learning is flexible, self-paced and avail-
able online 24 hours a day, seven days a week. For the

second part of the training, a Red Cross instructor conducts a

skills session where participants' skills are practiced and as-
sessed.

To teach the Red Cross Blended Learning First Aid/
CPR/AED Program, on eligible and current authorized in-
structor must orient themselves to the new program either by
completing o self-orientation or by participating in a 24
hour group orientation.

For more information on this new CPR training option go
to the web site at hitp://www.redcross.org/services/hss/
resources/blendediearning.himi
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in Dallas, TX. Consensus documents are expected to be
available in November, 2005 and new ECC guidelines may
be published in December 2005, Expect new CPR training
matericls from the Red Cross, American Heart Association,
National Safety Council and other arganizations to come out
in early 2006.

One big question is will the major organizations agree
on one (1) or two (2} year CPR training certifications. The
Red Cross is steadfastly helding te the view that studies
show people do not retain CPR skills and need to recertify
every yedar to maintain proficiency.
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Pilot Recertification Projects

There are two pilot recertification projects ongoing at
this time. They invelve oftendance ot a variety of Continu-
ing Medical Educations {CMEs) in liev of the traditional re-
fresher. The 3 year pilot is available statewide except for
FDNY employees while 5 year pilot is limited te a maxi-
mum of 1,000 participonts and is available in several
mainly rural counties. Statistics available in late 2004 indi-
cate the following perticipation:

Registered participants Completed recertification

3 yeor 5 year 3 year 5 veor
EMT 10,696 181 4,233 12
EMT- 233 8 471 1
EMT-CC 1,097 41 600 11
EMT-P 2,882 33 1,993 8

Reviews have indicoted a variety of problems with the pi-
lots and # is not definite if the state will support their con-
tinuation.
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The Assoc:atlon is on the Web? You can fmdusat http //NYSVARA org

MARK YOUR CALENDARS

| PLILSE CHECK ~ 50TH ANNIVERSARY EDUCATIONAL CONFERENCE & TRADE SHOW will be held September 22 — 25,
| 2005 at the Hudson Valley Resort & Spa in Kerhonkson, New York. information available at NYSVARAorg.

# SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM SPONSORED BY NYS VOL AMBULANCE & RESCUE ASSOL.

£

Eoch year af the Annual Meeting and Educotional Conference {Pulse Check) up to three $500 uwards are presented 1o quali-
fying recipients. For more information or Grant Applicotions contact Nancy Pacella, 8 Arrowhead Court, Newburgh, NY
12550, (845) 569-2101 or NanPacella@aol.com.

NYS VOLUNTEER AMBULANCE & RESCUE ASS50OCIATION AWARDS

Each year ot its annval meeting, the Asseciation recognizes people and organizations that have shown EMS leadership
or participated in meritorious acts above ond beyond the call 'of duty. The award period is June 1, 2004 to May 31,
2005. Award nominations are due August 15, 2005,

Application requests and application submission should be made to: NYSYA&RA, Special Awards Committee, ¢ /o Nancy
Pacella, 8 Arrowhead Court, Newburgh, NY 12550 or (845} 569-2101 or e-mail NanPacella@@aol.com

Award categories ares Meritorious; President's Award; Leodership; Educator of the Yeor Award; Medical Director of the
Year Awardl ; Unit Citation; Youth Squad; Civilian Award; c.nd EMS Person of the Year Award.

NYSVA&RA ANNUAL MEETING

The Association Annua! Meeting of members will be held during Pulse Check o Friday, September 23, 2003 ot am at the ¢

Hudson Valley Resort and Spa.

VITAL SIGNS 2005 is getting closer. Check out www.vitalsignsconference.com for infe. on the October 14-16, 2005 confer-
ance in Rochester.

AUREHELT il T ST e der

PR MRSy

T e U T T

ey

SR


mailto:or@Grant.APPlicationscontaeiNancYPacella
mailto:woo'loe@la"ljUeIS8LJ.l

