01/26/2007

Bob Ruston, Director of NYS Volunteer Ambulance & Rescue Association District 2 (Westchester
County) attended the Hudson Valley REMSCO Legislative Breakfast in Newburgh, NY on Friday
morning 1/26/07 and filed the report below. There are issues of concern to VACs across the
state.
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Hudson Valley REMSCO Legislative Breakfast

The annual Hudson Valley REMSCO breakfast was held at the Quality Inn at Newburgh
on Friday, January 26". Orchestrated by the Council’s Chair of the Legislative
Committee, Victor Work, more than 90 people attended representing squads from
Rockland, Orange, Sullivan, Dutchess, Ulster and Putnam counties. Legislators attending
included NYS Sen. Bonacic, Chris White for Hinchey, NYS Assemblywoman Nancy
Calhoun, a representative from Sen. Leibell’s office, a rep for NYS Assemblywoman
Annie Rabbit, a rep for Assemblyman Kevin Cahill, a representative of Congressman
Maurice Hinchey, and newly elected NYS Assemblyman from Dutchess, Mark
Molinara. | am sure there were others. There were perhaps ten empty chairs. Victor
opened the breakfast noting Congressman Hinchey’s efforts to assure passage of the
$1000 tax credit for volunteer fire and EMS personnel. He then denoted that figures
from the State’s DOH on EMS personnel in the past had been wrong, but now reported
data is updated denoting the number of CFRs, EMTs, EMT-1, EMTCCs, EMT-Ps in the
six county region: 5283 total.

Of keen importance to all squads, paid and career, is the Medicaid reimbursement issue,
particularly for ALS intercepts. He asked that Legislators take a close look since cuts
backs on the plate cannot help us, particularly in view of our rising costs.

Next was his mention of the Ulster County Ambulance Association’s request of County
Legislators to look at health care coverage for volunteers by passing legislation that
would allow associations to offer group insurance to members. Mention was made of
Governor Pataki’s Task Force that looked into the matter on a State-wide basis that
resulted in nothing.

Victor presented the Region’s legislative agenda for the year, number one being
Retention and Recruitment. One program he cited as being successful is that of the
Walkill High School, where students get credits for taking State EMS or State Fire
courses. He cited HR934 and S625 (introduced by Hinchey and Schumer respectively) at
the Federal level as being good bills to enhance recruitment and retention. He hoped
such bills would curtain the obvious decline in EMTs and AEMTSs in the region.

Issue number 2 is to expand the FEMA Volunteer Ambulance Grant Fund. He
commented that many volunteer groups in the region did not make an effort to apply for
grants in the past, probably because funds have been so limited.



Issue number 3 is to foster the expansion of the Tuition Scholarship program for active
volunteers in Fire and EMS at SUNY colleges and universities in the State, and to cut out
the restriction of one scholarship per organization.

Issue 4: Medicaid reimbursement for ambulances. The fact is there’s been no
meaningful increase in reimbursement for 12 years, and responses to calls cost more than
what is received. Victor’s perception is that there are two choices: increase
reimbursement rates, or begin to lose agencies that operate in high-density Medicaid
populations.

Issue 5 is health care for volunteers. Victor noted again, Ulster County Ambulance
Association’s request for legislation to allow an association to offer health care to its
volunteer members, similar to what Chamber of Commerce organizations are now
allowed to do (because a pay check is involved).

Issue 6 is to update ALS intercepts with non-billing VACs. Seems non-billing VACs are
in deep trouble because they cannot get reimbursed at this time. Before 1995, ALS
intercepts billed and got paid.

Senator Bonacic, truly a good guy to fire and EMS volunteers, referred to volunteer
ambulance personnel as “Angels of God.” He supports health insurance for volunteers,
and feels that there should be universal health coverage. He spoke briefly on tax
exemptions for vollies, and feels that taking the $200 state tax credit would work best.
He also mentioned that community colleges in the area are offering Homeland Security
credit courses. As a Senator, he gets $2 million for discretionary spending, but has to
spread that across 179 volunteer fire and EMS groups within his District. He suggested
that the Legislators from cities have no comprehension of rural fire and EMS, hence, the
fight goes on.

Newly elected NYS Assemblyman Mark Molinara of Dutchess, from Tivoli, was most
outspoken. He’s a member of the Tivoli’s FD Fire Police, and his wife was a volunteer
EMT. He expressed his opinion that the State needs to offer more training opportunities
to volunteers, and needs to improve relations between volunteer fire and career personnel
on local levels. He encouraged the volunteer sector to lobby State and Federal
legislators.

Chris White, for Congressman Hinchey, spoke briefly on what’s happening on the
Federal level, noting there’s keen competition for funding. He felt the prospects for
getting the tax credit through Congress this year look better than before. He mentioned
workshops forthcoming in February in Orange County pertaining to the Fire Grant
Program.

Assemblywoman Nancy Calhoun said that State Assembly people only get $40,000 to
spend on “member items,” unlike what Senators get. She’s rather give funds to volunteer
groups rather than school districts, and noted her grant to the Cornwall VAC last year.
Nancy sits on the Ambulance Sub-Committee of the Assembly.



Sen. Bonacic rose again to say that a bill in the Senate should triple Star exemptions for
property owners, noting that current property taxes have reached crisis proportions. The
Senate passed a bill to eliminate school tax on the primary home owner.

Re Federal legislation, Chris White said new numbers will be assigned to Senate and
House of Representative bills shortly.

A rep from Alamo Ambulance stood to suggest regional consortiums be established, such
as is happening in Dutchess. By doing so, costs of supplies and equipment could be
reduced.

A representative from a Rockland EMS organization rose to suggest to the legislators
present, tht the NIMS courses are redundant and ridiculous.

One last thing. A representative of The New Paltz Rescue Squad talked about the
volunteer organization’s web site, and its membership application that is on the site. The
way it’s presented has helped to recruit new members. The preamble explains
membership qualification, and the application can be filled out on line and submitted
while on line. It has proved to be quite effective. The site is www.newpaltzrescue.org.
Overall, the entire site is excellent, and its format is something we should consider.

By overall opinion of the breakfast was that the participation was good, but could have
been better. Apparently, not enough people were aware of it taking place. Next year,
should it get better, a larger facility will be needed. Interaction between people attending
was good, those who spoke were good, and frankly, the exchange of ideas was good.
Actually, the event could have lasted for several hours longer because of the participation
and interaction with legislators, though more legislators could have been present. On a
sad note, few HYREMSCO Officers attended.

Respectfully submitted:

Robert H. Ruston.


http://www.newpaltzrescue.org/

