NEW YORK AUTHORIZES STATE USAR, RESCUE & INCIDENT SUPPORT TEAMS

Governor Eliot Spitzer signed into law Assembly Bill AO0O050/Senate Bill S3650 on 7/18/07
authorizing the State Fire Administrator to establish Urban Search and Rescue (USAR), Specialty
Rescue and Incident Support Teams.

e Urban Search & Rescue teams are envisioned to have capabilities equivalent to federal
teams under the jurisdiction of the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA).
New York presently has FEMA NY-TF1 composed of FDNY (Fire & EMS) and NYPD
members. There are 62 positions but to be sure a full team can respond to an
emergency the roster has at the ready more than 130 highly-trained members. The team
serves as a national resource for disaster response and is totally self-sufficient for the
first 72 hours of a deployment.

e Specialty Rescue Teams would provide technical rescue assistance including but not
limited to: canine search and rescue, disaster response, cave search and rescue,
collapse search and rescue, mine and tunnel search and rescue, swift water/flood search
and rescue.

e Incident Support Teams would provide coordination with governmental agencies and
non-governmental organizations as well as technical and logistical support to USAR and
specialty rescue teams.

The State Fire Administrator was given authorization to accredit teams, appoint members to
the teams as well as the responsibility for training and equipping the teams “to the extent
appropriations are provided”. Team members are covered by their respective municipality’s or
organization’s indemnification and workers compensation coverage. For members who do not
have coverage, they will be deemed volunteer state employees for purposes of the Public
Officers Law and Workers Compensation law.

On the Assembly side the original sponsor of the bill as well as the four cosponsors all are
from Nassau County. The Senate sponsor serves Putnam and parts of Westchester and
Dutchess Counties. A good guess is that "downstate" areas will be first in line for any teams to
be established. The full text of the new law is at http://assembly.state.ny.us/leg/?bn=A00050
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Aut hori zes creation of a programfor devel opnent of urban search and rescue
teans, specialty rescue teans and incident support teans.
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01/ 03/ 2007 referred to governnental operations
06/ 21/ 2007 reported referred to ways and neans
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06/ 21/ 2007 ordered to third reading rules cal.797
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STATE OF NEW YORK

50
2007- 2008 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
( PREFI LED)

January 3, 2007

Introduced by M of A  WEISENBERG -- read once and referred to the
Comm ttee on Governnental Operations

AN ACT to anend the executive law, in relation to the creation and
coverage of urban search and rescue teans, specialty rescue teans and
i nci dent support teans

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The executive law is anended by addi ng a new section 156-g
to read as foll ows:

S 156- G ESTABLI SHVENT OF TEAMS FOR URBAN SEARCH AND RESCUE, SPECI ALTY
RESCUE AND | NCI DENT SUPPORT. 1. AUTHORI ZATI ON TO ESTABLI SH URBAN SEARCH
AND RESCUE TASK FORCE TEAMS, SPECIALTY RESCUE TEAMS, AND | NCI DENT
SUPPCRT TEAMS. THE STATE FI RE ADM NI STRATOR SHALL HAVE THE AUTHORI TY TO
ESTABLI SH, ORGANI ZE, ADM NI STER, SUPPORT, TRAIN, AND FUND URBAN SEARCH
AND RESCUE TASK FORCE TEAMS, SPECIALTY RESCUE TEAMS, AND | NCI DENT
SUPPORT TEAMS CREATED PURSUANT TO THI S SECTI ON
10 2. DEFINITIONS. FOR THE PURPOSES OF THI S SECTI ON, THE FOLLOW NG TERMS
11 SHALL HAVE THE FOLLOW NG MEANI NGS:

12 (A) "URBAN SEARCH AND RESCUE TASK FORCE TEAM' SHALL MEAN A SPECI ALI ZED
13 TEAM OR GROUP OF TEAM5, FORMED PURSUANT TO THI S SECTI ON, ORGANI ZED W TH
14 CAPABI LI TI ES EQUI VALENT TO URBAN SEARCH AND RESCUE TASK FORCE TEAMS

O©oO~NOOUTA, WNPE
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ESTABLI SHED UNDER THE FEDERAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY IN ORDER TO
ASSI ST | N THE REMOVAL OF TRAPPED VI CTI M5 | N EMERGENCY S| TUATI ONS | NCLUD-
ING BUT NOIT LIMTED TGO  COLLAPSED STRUCTURES, TRENCH EXCAVATI ONS,
ELEVATED LOCATI ONS, AND OTHER TECHNI CAL RESCUE SI TUATI ONS.

(B) "SPECIALTY RESCUE TEAM' SHALL MEAN A SPECI ALI ZED TEAM FORMED
PURSUANT TO THI S SECTI ON, ORGANI ZED TO PROVI DE TECHNI CAL RESCUE ASSI ST-
ANCE TO FIRST RESPONDERS | NCLUDI NG BUT NOT LIMTED TO, CAN NE SEARCH
AND RESCUE/ DI SASTER RESPONSE, CAVE SEARCH AND RESCUE, COLLAPSE SEARCH
AND RESCUE, M NE AND TUNNEL SEARCH AND RESCUE, AND SW FT WATER/ FLOCD
SEARCH AND RESCUE TEAMS. SUCH TEAMS SHALL BE ALI GNED W TH ONE OR MORE OF
THE SEARCH AND RESCUE CATEGORI ES W THI N THE FEDERAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
AGENCY" S NATI ONAL RESOURCE TYPI NG SYSTEM

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in | TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
{ } is oldlawto be omtted.
LBD01600- 01- 7

A. 50 2

(O "INCI DENT SUPPORT TEAM' SHALL MEAN A TEAM OF TRAINED RESPONSE
PERSONNEL, FORMED PURSUANT TO THI S SECTI ON, ORGANI ZED TO PROVI DE COORDI -
NATI ON W TH GOVERNMENTAL AGENCI ES AND NON- GOVERNMENTAL ORGANI ZATI ONS AS
VELL AS TECHNI CAL, AND LOd STI CAL SUPPCORT TO URBAN SEARCH AND RESCUE
TASK FORCE TEAMS AND SPECI ALTY RESCUE TEAMS.

3. APPO NTMENT AND TRAI NI NG OF TEAM MEMBERS; EQUI PMENT. (A) THE STATE
FIRE ADM NI STRATOR | S HEREBY AUTHORI ZED TO APPO NT MEMBERS TO ANY TEAM
CREATED PURSUANT TO THI S SECTI ON. TEAM MEMBERSHI P SHALL CONSI ST OF LOCAL
EMERGENCY RESPONSE PERSONNEL, STATE AGENCY PERSONNEL AND SPECI ALTY
PERSONNEL AS REQUI RED.

(B) THE STATE FI RE ADM NI STRATOR SHALL BE RESPONSI BLE FOR TRAI NI NG AND
EQUI PPI NG THE TEAMS ESTABLI SHED PURSUANT TO THI S SECTI ON AND FOR TRAI N-
I NG SUCH OTHER TEAMS LOCATED W THI N THE STATE FOR RESPONSE TO NMAN- MADE
OR NATURAL DI SASTERS TO THE EXTENT APPROPRI ATI ONS ARE PROVI DED. THE
STATE FI RE ADM NI STRATOR SHALL SUPPORT THE CAPABILITIES OF EACH TEAM
ESTABLI SHED PURSUANT TO TH'S SECTION W TH THE NECESSARY TRAI NI NG AND
EQUI PMENT TO ENSURE MOBI LI ZATI ON AND DEPLOYMENT FOR RAPID RESPONSE TO
EMERGENCI ES AND DI SASTERS TO THE EXTENT APPROPRI ATI ONS ARE PROVI DED.

4. ACCREDI TATI ON OF TEAMS. THE STATE FI RE ADM NI STRATOR SHALL HAVE THE
AUTHORI TY TO ESTABLI SH AN ACCREDI TATI ON PROGRAM TO REVI EW AND EVALUATE
NEW AND EXI STI NG LOCAL AND REG ONAL TECHNI CAL RESCUE CAPABI LI TIES, AND
PROVI DE RECOMMENDATI ONS FOR CAPABI LI TY ENHANCEMENT | N ACCORDANCE W TH
THE NATI ONAL | NCI DENT MANAGEMENT SYSTEM THE NATI ONAL RESPONSE PLAN, AND
NATI ONALLY RECOGNI ZED STANDARDS.

5. DEFENSE, | NDEWMNI FI CATI ON AND | NSURANCE COVERAGE OF TEAM MEMBERS.
MEMBERS OF THE TEAMS FORMED PURSUANT TO THI S SECTI ON WHO ARE VOLUNTEER
FI REFI GHTERS, VOLUNTEER AMBULANCE WORKERS, MJNI Cl PAL OR STATE EMPLOYEES,
OR EMPLOYEES OF A NON- GOVERNMENTAL ENTI TY SHALL BE PROVI DED COVERAGE BY
THEIR  RESPECTI VE  MUN Cl PALI TIES, ORGANI ZATIONS, AND ENTITIES FOR
PURPOSES OF SECTI ONS SEVENTEEN AND ElI GHTEEN OF THE PUBLI C OFFI CERS LAW
AND/ OR OTHER DEFENSE AND | NDEMNI FI CATI ON COVERAGE AND WORKERS' COVPEN-
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32 SATI ON COVERAGE PURSUANT TO APPLICABLE PROVISIONS OF THE WORKERS

33 COWMPENSATI ON LAW OR BENEFI TS PURSUANT TO APPLI CABLE PROVI SI ONS OF THE
34 VOLUNTEER FI REFI GHTERS' BENEFI TS LAW OR THE VOLUNTEER AMBULANCE WORKERS

35 BENEFI T LAW | NDI VI DUALS APPO NTED TO AN URBAN SEARCH AND RESCUE TASK
36 FORCE TEAM A SPECIALTY RESCUE TEAM OR AN | NCI DENT SUPPORT TEAM FOR
37 VH CH SUCH COVERAGE |'S NOT AVAI LABLE, SHALL BE DEEMED VOLUNTEER STATE
38 EMPLOYEES FOR PURPOSES OF SECTI ON SEVENTEEN OF THE PUBLI C OFFI CERS LAW
39 AND SECTI ON THREE OF THE WORKERS' COVPENSATI ON LAW

40 6. RULES AND REGULATI ONS. THE STATE FI RE ADM NI STRATOR SHALL HAVE THE
41 AUTHORI TY TO PROMULGATE RULES AND REGULATI ONS AS DEEMED NECESSARY RELAT-

42 |ING TO THE ACCREDI TATI ON OF URBAN SEARCH AND RESCUE TASK FORCE TEAMS,

43 SPECI ALTY RESCUE TEAMS, AND | NCI DENT SUPPORT TEAMS AND TO THE FORVATI ON
44 AND OPERATI ON OF ALL TEAMS ESTABLI SHED PURSUANT TO THI S SECTI ON.

45 7. FUNDI NG THE SECRETARY OF STATE AND THE STATE FI RE ADM NI STRATOR
46 SHALL EXPEND THE NECESSARY MONI ES FOR TRAINING  EQUI PMENT, AND OTHER
47 | TEMS NECESSARY TO SUPPORT THE OPERATI ONS OF URBAN SEARCH AND RESCUE
48 TASK FORCE TEAMS, SPECI ALTY RESCUE TEAMS AND | NCIDENT SUPPORT TEANMS
49 WTH N APPROPRI ATI ONS PROVI DED. THE SECRETARY OF STATE AND THE STATE
50 FIRE ADM NI STRATOR ALSO MAY, PURSUANT TO APPLICABLE RULES AND REGJ

51 LATIONS APPROVED BY THE DI RECTOR OF THE DI VI SI ON OF THE BUDGET, APPROVE
52 GRANTS OF FUNDS FROM MONI ES ALLOCATED AND APPROPRI ATED FOR ANY OR ALL
53 SUCH TEAMS.

54 S 2. This act shall take effect imediately.
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