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Report Says 
Ambulance Wait 
Times Were Up Five-
Fold During Heat Wave 

 

June 15, 2008 
 
In what city officials fear could be a bad sign for the 
future, dozens of sick New Yorkers spent last week's 
heat wave waiting for medical help due to a shortage of 
medics.  
 
The New York Post says the city's 911 system was 
overwhelmed with nearly 15,000 calls during the four 
day period.  
 
That amount is five times the number of calls the 
already-understaffed workforce of EMTs and 
paramedics normally deals with.  
 
As a result, sick residents were forced to wait for 
ambulances for up to an hour.  
 
Eight people died from heat related causes last week.  
 
The Post also reports that the force of 2,000 staffers is 
scheduled to shrink next month when 85 members 

 

June 15, 2008 OTB 
Negotiations Continue As 
Today's Deadline Nears 
June 15, 2008 Taser Guns 
Now Being Carried By All 
NYPD Patrol Sergeants 
June 15, 2008 Report Says 
Ambulance Wait Times 
Were Up Five-Fold During 
Heat Wave 
June 15, 2008 Feds May 
Block Yankees From 
Receiving Additional 
Public Aid For Stadium 
June 15, 2008 First 
Responders From 9/11 
Gather For Day Of 
Remembrance 
June 14, 2008 Fathers, 
Families March In Queens 
Protest Of Bell Shooting 
Verdict 
June 15, 2008 Work Permit 
Reportedly Revoked For 
Site Of March's Crane 
Collapse 

http://www.ny1.com/ny1/content/index.jsp?stid=1&aid=82693 (1 of 3) [6/15/2008 3:50:10 PM]

 
 

http://www.njmls.com/?utm_source=NYone&utm_medium=Banner&utm_campaign=468x60-02
http://www.ny1.com/ny1/AboutNY1/advertising.jsp
http://securehost.arealink.com/newyork1/
http://www.twcnyc.com/
http://www.ny1.com/ny1/content/index.jsp?stid=37&aid=25466
http://www.ny1.com/ny1/VideoAudio/index.jsp
http://www.ny1.com/ny1/ContactUs/index.jsp
http://www.ny1.com/ny1/index.jsp
http://www.ny1.com/ny1/Weather/index.jsp
http://www.ny1.com/ny1/Search/index.jsp
http://www.ny1.com/ny1/NewsBeats/index.jsp
http://www.ny1.com/ny1/NewsBeats/politics.jsp
http://www.ny1.com/ny1/NewsBeats/itch.jsp
http://www.ny1.com/ny1/Decision2008/index.jsp
http://www.ny1.com/ny1/PapalVisit2008/index.jsp
http://www.ny1.com/ny1/NewsBeats/education.jsp
http://www.ny1.com/ny1/NewsBeats/transit.jsp
http://www.ny1.com/ny1/NewsBeats/law_enforcement.jsp
http://www.ny1.com/ny1/NewsBeats/fortune.jsp
http://www.ny1.com/ny1/Boroughs/index.jsp
http://www.ny1.com/ny1/Boroughs/manhattan.jsp
http://www.ny1.com/ny1/Boroughs/brooklyn.jsp
http://www.ny1.com/ny1/Boroughs/queens.jsp
http://www.ny1.com/ny1/Boroughs/bronx.jsp
http://www.ny1.com/ny1/Boroughs/staten_island.jsp
http://www.ny1.com/ny1/Boroughs/staten_island_news.jsp
http://www.ny1.com/ny1/Boroughs/staten_island_news.jsp
http://www.ny1.com/ny1/Boroughs/new_jersey_news.jsp
http://www.ny1.com/ny1/Boroughs/new_jersey_news.jsp
http://www.ny1.com/ny1/TheCall/index.jsp
http://www.ny1.com/ny1/OnTheAir/the_call_blog.jsp
http://www.ny1.com/ny1/Polls/index.jsp
http://www.ny1.com/ny1/OnTheAir/ny1_for_you.jsp
http://www.ny1.com/ny1/WTC_Coverage/index.jsp
http://www.ny1.com/ny1/Living/index.jsp
http://www.ny1.com/ny1/Living/arts.jsp
http://www.ny1.com/ny1/Living/entertainment.jsp
http://www.ny1.com/ny1/OnTheAir/program_guide.jsp
http://www.ny1.com/ny1/Weather/index.jsp
http://real.ny1.com:8080/ramgen/real4/00242F10_080615_85213hi.rm
http://real.ny1.com:8080/ramgen/real4/00242F10_080615_85213lo.rm
http://www.ny1.com/ny1/content/index.jsp?stid=1&aid=82690
http://www.ny1.com/ny1/content/index.jsp?stid=1&aid=82690
http://www.ny1.com/ny1/content/index.jsp?stid=1&aid=82690
http://www.ny1.com/ny1/content/index.jsp?stid=1&aid=82694
http://www.ny1.com/ny1/content/index.jsp?stid=1&aid=82694
http://www.ny1.com/ny1/content/index.jsp?stid=1&aid=82694
http://www.ny1.com/ny1/content/index.jsp?stid=1&aid=82691
http://www.ny1.com/ny1/content/index.jsp?stid=1&aid=82691
http://www.ny1.com/ny1/content/index.jsp?stid=1&aid=82691
http://www.ny1.com/ny1/content/index.jsp?stid=1&aid=82691
http://www.ny1.com/ny1/content/index.jsp?stid=1&aid=82692
http://www.ny1.com/ny1/content/index.jsp?stid=1&aid=82692
http://www.ny1.com/ny1/content/index.jsp?stid=1&aid=82692
http://www.ny1.com/ny1/content/index.jsp?stid=1&aid=82692
http://www.ny1.com/ny1/content/index.jsp?stid=1&aid=82676
http://www.ny1.com/ny1/content/index.jsp?stid=1&aid=82676
http://www.ny1.com/ny1/content/index.jsp?stid=1&aid=82676
http://www.ny1.com/ny1/content/index.jsp?stid=1&aid=82676
http://www.ny1.com/ny1/content/index.jsp?stid=1&aid=82677
http://www.ny1.com/ny1/content/index.jsp?stid=1&aid=82677
http://www.ny1.com/ny1/content/index.jsp?stid=1&aid=82677
http://www.ny1.com/ny1/content/index.jsp?stid=1&aid=82677


NY1: Top Stories

Health 
Home 
Money Matters 
Movie Reviews 
On Stage 
Parenting 
Technology 
Theater Reviews 
Travel 
TV Reviews 
Video/DVD 
Reviews 
Video Game Guide 
Whipple's World 
Zagat Reviews 

FEATURES 
In The Papers 
One on 1 
NYer of the Week 
This Day in History 

SPORTS 
Scholar/Athlete 

SPECIAL 
REPORTS 

WEEKEND 
FEATURES 
COMMUNITY 
CALENDAR 

ABOUT NY1 
Program Guide 
NY1 Shows 
Staff Profiles 
NY1 Store 
NY1 Info & History 
15th Anniversary 
Advertise on NY1 
NY1 Employment 

NY1 NOTICIAS 

NY1 TO GO 

leave on July 1st. Included in that number are 17 
paramedics who are becoming firefighters.  
 
Critics say low salaries and heavy overtime make it 
hard to recruit and keep quality workers.  
 
City officials say they'll have to work around the smaller 
staff. 
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