NY1: Top Stories

NY

TOP STORIES
WEATHER
FULL SEARCH

NEWS BEATS
Politics / NY1 ItCH
Decision 2008

Papal Visit 2008
Education

Transit
Law Enforcement
Fortune Business

BOROUGHS
Manhattan
Brooklyn
Queens

The Bronx

Staten Island
Your S.I. News

Now
Your N.J. News

Now

THE CALL
"Last Call" Blog

SNAP POLLS
NY1 FOR YOU
WTC SECTION

NY1 LIVING

Arts
Entertainment

Now's a great time to

buy a home =

ORDER YOUR

NY1 GEAR

JAGKETS *CAPS
SHIRTS *MUGE
HOW ONLIRE

NYC's 24-Hour Newschannel On The le

AT BTNDA Echvward 8 Marrow Award

NY1 News eugmes i

im MY, NJ amd CT

Video Mudio | Contact Us

Choose Video

PLAY PLAY
22,6 DIALUP ER0ADEAND

Jun 15, 2008 On NY1 Now: News All Day

Weather: Muggy Mix. High:80

Top Stories

Report Says
Ambulance Wait
Times Were Up Five-
Fold During Heat Wave

DlAL EROAD
up ': EAND

June 15, 2008

In what city officials fear could be a bad sign for the
future, dozens of sick New Yorkers spent last week's
heat wave waiting for medical help due to a shortage of
medics.

The New York Post says the city's 911 system was
overwhelmed with nearly 15,000 calls during the four
day period.

That amount is five times the number of calls the
already-understaffed workforce of EMTs and
paramedics normally deals with.

As a result, sick residents were forced to wait for
ambulances for up to an hour.

Eight people died from heat related causes last week.

The Post also reports that the force of 2,000 staffers is
scheduled to shrink next month when 85 members
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leave on July 1st. Included in that number are 17
paramedics who are becoming firefighters.

Critics say low salaries and heavy overtime make it
hard to recruit and keep quality workers.

City officials say they'll have to work around the smaller
staff.
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