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NFPA Ambulance Standards Committee Moves Forward
Sep 24, 2009 11:40 AM

By Mary Rose Roberts 

The National Fire Protection Association will meet this autumn to continue its work on developing 
ambulance standards for specifying and purchasing, said Larry Stewart, fire service specialist in 
the NFPA’s public fire protection division. Stewart said the impetus for creating a standard was to 
set minimum requirements for ambulance safety and operation. 
  
“The NFPA took on writing a standard because firefighters knew there were national fire 
standards to apply to apparatus,” Stewart said. “But they didn’t apply to ambulances, which 
didn’t need to meet the same level of performance as a fire engine.” 
  
Committee chair David Fischler said the new NFPA standard will provide guidelines on the 
development of a safer vehicle not only for the patients but also for the operators and 
paramedics onboard. 
  
“Over the last few years, we’ve seen accidents in which the providers as well as the patients 
have been killed or seriously injured,” Fischler said. “The intent of the committee is to look at 
what currently exists out there and come up with a standard that will provide a safer ambulance 
for everyone concerned.” 
  
Standards will focus strictly on construction and operation of the vehicle, such as how the 
mechanical components work on the vehicle, how it is constructed and more. The development 
of a standard will mimic what has been previously done for fire apparatus, Stewart said. 
  
“They looked at an existing NFPA 1901 for automotive fire apparatus and how they assembled 
the chapters,” Stewart said. “So right now, we are in the infant steps of tackling the work.” 
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NFPA standards will set what benchmarks an ambulance must meet. Stewart said they will look 
at occupancy safety, vehicle stability, electrical requirements for power, lighting systems for 
warnings, audible systems, and patient-care areas arrangement for caregiver of paramedic “to 
make sure if the vehicle is in an accident everyone onboard are in the best position possible so 
that they are not going to be compromised,” he said. 
  
The next meeting is yet to be scheduled but is expected to take place in the next few months. 
The committee will then be divided into the various task groups that write each chapter. 
Meetings will be held until the NFPA has a working draft of a document, Stewart said. He noted 
committee members have the existing KKK ambulance standards published through the U.S. 
General Services Administration.  
  
“The federal government is looking for someone else to take over writing the specifications for 
ambulances,” Stewart said. “The KKK document was never meant to be a standard; it was really 
a federal specification used by the federal government to buy ambulances. It never really had 
performance requirements, as far as how the vehicle had to perform.” 
  
Chiefs shouldn’t wait for the standards to make needed purchasing decisions, Stewart said.   
  
“I doubt the industry will want to prolong distributing ambulance and don’t think those who need 
ambulances should wait because our process is going to take two years before we have a 
product available as a standard.” 
  
There will be no mandate to adopt the voluntary standards, Stewart said.  
  
“If a [fire] company is going to buy an ambulance, as part of the purchasing agreement they 
would refer to a recognized national standard—the KKK is now that standard,” he said. “Once the 
NFPA becomes available then that will be the default or the recognized national standard.” 
 

Want to use this article? Click here for options! 
© 2009 Penton Media Inc.

 
Acceptable Use Policy 
blog comments powered by Disqus 

          

             

 
Ads by Google 

Download nfpa 720 
Download nfpa 720 National Fire Protection Standards 
webstore.ansi.org

Extinguisher Training 
No Mess Extinguisher Training Rechargeable Training Extinguishers 
www.BullExSafety.com

EMS Vehicle Inverter 
EMS / Ambulance Mobile Power Source Includes Hospital-Grade AC Plug. 
tripplite.com/EMS.inverters

 

Fireman's Rule doesn't necessarily bar all suits · 4 days ago

●     florida keys vacation rentals "If people are upset at the 
lack of services, don't re-elect those officials." this is the 

rule is to be applied to the politics of the world. 
Florida Bans Crash Fees - FIRE CHIEF article · 4 days ago

●     Name Congratulations, Bruce. You've just become an 
accessory to the smoke and mirrors used by the DCFD to 

propagate its EMS improvements. 
D.C. Fire bounces back from bottom-tier rating - FIRE CHIEF article · 1 week ago

Powered by Disqus

  

advertisement

 

  

Resource Center

 

 

 

 

Events Advertise

JobZone

RSS

More from This Issue

 

advertisement

 

Featured Links

●     Chief of the Year

●     Fire Chief Source Guide

●     Reprints

●     List Rental

●     Focus on Foam

●     Free Product Info

●     U.S. Fire Administration

●     Station Style

●     In Service

●     EVT of the Year

●     Wildfire

●     Job Zone
 

advertisement
 

NFPA Ambulance Standards Committee Moves Forward | FIRE CHIEF

http://firechief.com/ems/nfpa-ambulance-standard-20090924/ (2 of 3) [9/25/2009 7:50:28 PM]

http://www.icopyright.com/3.5474?icx_id=firechief.com/ems/nfpa-ambulance-standard-20090924/index.html
http://www.penton.com/Pages/AcceptableUsePolicy.aspx
http://disqus.com/
http://feeds.feedburner.com/FireChiefMagazineMostRecent
http://feeds.feedburner.com/FireChiefMagazineMostRecent
http://add.my.yahoo.com/rss?url=http://feeds.feedburner.com/FireChiefMagazineMostRecent
http://www.newsgator.com/ngs/subscriber/subext.aspx?url=http://feeds.feedburner.com/FireChiefMagazineMostRecent
http://www.bloglines.com/sub/http://feeds.feedburner.com/FireChiefMagazineMostRecent
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=BZ2lFPVe9Su6LCIb9lQf73ridDZjRplCYr_H1A8CNtwHwkwkQARgBIJ2T8AIoAzgAUOLFrq37_____wFgyaaxi8Ck7BCgAdW4gf8DsgENZmlyZWNoaWVmLmNvbcgBAdoBOmh0dHA6Ly9maXJlY2hpZWYuY29tL2Vtcy9uZnBhLWFtYnVsYW5jZS1zdGFuZGFyZC0yMDA5MDkyNC-AAgHIAoSrvQGoAwHoA6gB6APWBfUDAgAABPUDBACAAA&num=1&ggladgrp=8581477283160732260&gglcreat=2208733355958186585&sig=AGiWqtyCNafe5G78VRU_kMVhek0Hpsmh_w&client=ca-primedia-pbmm_html&adurl=http://webstore.ansi.org/RecordDetail.aspx%3Fsku%3DNFPA%2B720-2005%26source%3Dgoogle%26adgroup%3Dnfpa%26keyword%3Dnfpa%2520720
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=BBBruPVe9Su6LCIb9lQf73ridDZOI_nfn6PK5CsCNtwHQgIIBEAIYAiCdk_ACKAM4AFDB0trgAmDJprGLwKTsEKAB5fCq_gOyAQ1maXJlY2hpZWYuY29tyAEB2gE6aHR0cDovL2ZpcmVjaGllZi5jb20vZW1zL25mcGEtYW1idWxhbmNlLXN0YW5kYXJkLTIwMDkwOTI0L4ACAagDAegDqAHoA9YF9QMCAAAE9QMEAIAA&num=2&sig=AGiWqtyIHRUxUgQxzbXOsN38yTjYHZuRaA&client=ca-primedia-pbmm_html&adurl=http://www.bullexsafety.com/index.aspx
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=Bfl5WPVe9Su6LCIb9lQf73ridDYjrxmyKrYzrCMCNtwHg5FEQAxgDIJ2T8AIoAzgAUJCGjJoDYMmmsYvApOwQoAHfnZ7_A7IBDWZpcmVjaGllZi5jb23IAQHaATpodHRwOi8vZmlyZWNoaWVmLmNvbS9lbXMvbmZwYS1hbWJ1bGFuY2Utc3RhbmRhcmQtMjAwOTA5MjQvgAIByALovrQGqAMB6AOoAegD1gX1AwIAAAT1AwQAgAA&num=3&sig=AGiWqtwvtRLh1_GthFoLTqJLdkgmzbLaww&client=ca-primedia-pbmm_html&adurl=http://www.tripplite.com/EN/products/product-series.cfm%3FtxtSeriesID%3D317%26CID%3D1
http://firechief.com/leadership/incident-command/firefighting_firemans_rule_doesnt/
http://firechief.com/leadership/incident-command/firefighting_firemans_rule_doesnt/#comment-17039509
http://disqus.com/guest/d953568d56ac6bd5355a688cc608a5b4/
http://disqus.com/guest/d953568d56ac6bd5355a688cc608a5b4/
http://firechief.com/leadership/management-administration/florida-bans-crash-fees-20090629/
http://firechief.com/leadership/management-administration/florida-bans-crash-fees-20090629/#comment-17026912
http://disqus.com/guest/8cb57d97454430bd74528a42acf596b4/
http://disqus.com/guest/8cb57d97454430bd74528a42acf596b4/
http://firechief.com/ems/dc-fire-bottom-rating-improvement-200908/
http://firechief.com/ems/dc-fire-bottom-rating-improvement-200908/#comment-16858035
http://disqus.com/
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click%3Bh=v8/38b3/3/0/%2a/y%3B215627313%3B0-0%3B0%3B6922488%3B4252-336/280%3B31829606/31847482/1%3B%3B%7Esscs%3D%3fhttp://nebulusflotation.com/
http://firechief.com/advertising/
http://jobzone.firechief.com/index.php?a=5&b=308&c=
http://firechief.com/issue_20090901/
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click;h=v8/38b3/0/0/%2a/w;25708866;0-0;0;6922488;62-120/240;33490907/33508785/1;;~sscs=%3fhttp://www.buypenton.com/forms/email/PubServ/2PublicInfrast.html
http://firechief.com/fcoy/
http://www.firechiefsourceguide.com/
http://firechief.com/news/firefighting_order_back_issues/
http://www.wkpentonmediadataservices.com/pages/firechief.html
http://firechief.com/focus_foam/
http://www.argifocus.com/client/FireChief/LM1/lm/rsdefault.asp
http://www.usfa.dhs.gov/fireservice/
http://firechief.com/stationstyle/stationstyleawards/
http://firechief.com/inservice/
http://firechief.com/apparatus/evt-year-20090527/
http://wildfiremag.com/
http://jobzone.firechief.com/index.php?a=5&b=308
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click;h=v8/38b3/0/0/%2a/y;44306;0-0;0;6922488;62-120/240;0/0/0;;~sscs=%3f
http://www.feedburner.com/
http://www.feedburner.com/


NFPA Ambulance Standards Committee Moves Forward | FIRE CHIEF

Most Recent Story

●     McLeod Elected FDSOA Chairman
9/24/2009

Commentary Special Reports Station Style
Mutual Aid

Mutual Aid is a blog of news and 
views from FIRE CHIEF staff and 
industry experts — a virtual 
conversation about the issues 
important to you as a fire service 
leader.

 

In Service provides 
information on fleet 
management, apparatus 
specifying and maintenance. 
Keep abreast of new trends 
and changes to emergency 
vehicle apparatus. 

 

Station Style focuses on the 
architectural design and needs of 
fire and emergency stations today. 
See the latest in design trends 
and learn about the Fire Station 
Design Awards. 

Fire Chief TV

Featured Video 
Personal Rescue System from 
Lion Apparel

More Videos

Most Popular Articles From 

●     Black Saturday in Victoria, Australia

●     Shelter of Last Resort

●     Management Not Leadership

●     Wilderness First Responder Courses Offer EMT Skills for 
the Outdoors

 

Back to Top

Browse E-Newsletters

 
Current | Subscribe

 
Current | Archive | Subscribe

 
Current | Subscribe

 
Current | Subscribe

 
Current | Subscribe

 
Current | Subscribe

●     Home●     Contact Us●     Search Partners●     For Advertisers●     Terms of Use●     Privacy Statement●     RSS© 2009 Penton Media, Inc.

http://firechief.com/ems/nfpa-ambulance-standard-20090924/ (3 of 3) [9/25/2009 7:50:28 PM]

http://firechief.com/news/mcleod-fdsoa-chairman-20090924
http://blog.firechief.com/mutual_aid/
http://firechief.com/inservice/
http://firechief.com/stationstyleconference/conferenceregistration/index.html
http://firechief.com/video/
http://firechief.com/video/personal-rescue-system/
http://firechief.com/video/personal-rescue-system/
http://firechief.com/video/
http://wildfiremag.com/
http://wildfiremag.com/tactics/black-saturday-bushfire-lessons-200905/?cid=mostpopFC
http://wildfiremag.com/technology/forest-fire-engine-standards-french-200903/?cid=mostpopFC
http://wildfiremag.com/command/management_not_leadership/?cid=mostpopFC
http://wildfiremag.com/forestry/wilderness-first-responder-emergency-emt-200903/?cid=mostpopFC
http://wildfiremag.com/forestry/wilderness-first-responder-emergency-emt-200903/?cid=mostpopFC
http://enews.penton.com/enews/firechief/command_post/current/
http://enews.penton.com/enews/firechief/command_post/current/
http://subscribe.firechief.com/subscribe.cfm?tc=NNWEB
http://enews.penton.com/enews/firechief/commandpostextra/current/
http://enews.penton.com/enews/firechief/commandpostextra/current/
http://firechief.com/ar/cpe/
http://subscribe.firechief.com/subscribe.cfm?tc=NNWEB
http://enews.penton.com/enews/firechief/fire_chiefs_express/current/
http://enews.penton.com/enews/firechief/fire_chiefs_express/current/
http://subscribe.firechief.com/subscribe.cfm?tc=NNWEB
http://enews.penton.com/enews/firechief/in_service_online/current/
http://enews.penton.com/enews/firechief/in_service_online/current/
http://subscribe.firechief.com/subscribe.cfm?tc=NNWEB
http://enews.penton.com/enews/firechief/stationstyleonline/current
http://enews.penton.com/enews/firechief/stationstyleonline/current
http://subscribe.firechief.com/subscribe.cfm?tc=NNWEB
http://enews.penton.com/enews/firechief/wildfire_express/current/
http://enews.penton.com/enews/firechief/wildfire_express/current/
http://subscribe.firechief.com/subscribe.cfm?tc=NNWEB
http://firechief.com/
http://firechief.com/contact/staff/
http://spiderbites.industryclick.com/firechief.com.html
http://firechief.com/advertising/
http://www.penton.com/Pages/TermsOfUse.aspx
http://www.penton.com/Pages/PrivacyStatement.aspx
http://feeds2.feedburner.com/FireChiefMagazineMostRecent
http://penton.com/

	firechief.com
	NFPA Ambulance Standards Committee Moves Forward | FIRE CHIEF


	CIDPJBJHGHOEKLNHOEGIJAJCHLBANADB: 
	form1: 
	x: 
	f1: 
	f2: 

	f3: 

	form2: 
	x: 
	f1: 

	f2: 

	form3: 
	x: 
	f1: [Newsletters]
	f2: [Buyers Guides]
	f3: [Special Reports]
	f4: [Conferences]


	form4: 
	x: 
	f1: [BACK ISSUES]





