RE: Legislative Activities
DATE: February 5, 2011
FROM: Chris Bitner, Legislative & Regulatory Affairs Committee

NYSVARA has set its Legislative Day for Monday May 2, 2011. Please mark your calendars and plan to
join us in Albany as we educate our legislative representatives about the issues and needs of New York’s

community ambulance corps.

Legislative Member Initiatives, more commonly referred to as “Member Items”, are an important source of
funding to our member agencies. Please take a moment and read the attached article which describes
them and the role they play in supporting non-profit organizations. This could prove to be a useful tool in
your discussions with your representatives in government.



‘Sometimes, pork spending is kosher

‘;‘Whoiesaie elimmatmn of member items

“from state imdgc:t hurts wodhy eanrtq

.Y GAYLE BERG

cday's relesse ol {Eov.
Aundoew B, Cuwaoed's bud-

c gl peaposal for 200112
aps budpst season — and

iy Mow York, When the pohliz
‘hinks that Lowmakers borse-

1&.:! ity whzeling and denling

wtrade deals for favordile Boae-

projocts, they become in-
aed, Whe can Blage them?
m state governments like

‘Mew Vork's anc faclng such
deficita, 1}3 1&:3:& udulgu_r
aerel” ape
T

© Such . Gmembor  lems”
Aerens inciuded L the stale's
2000111 Pucdpel, 2l there [k

I¥ jen't much pablic appetie
Aue then this year, either, Tt

lraditionally, member  items
haye totaled arownd 3160 mil-
@i per yeor. Thats a Int of
7otk — B is aoy of it ever
Enshery

The answer is si.m_phr yeu
and no. Membec-item money
i desigred to e 1o woapoedil
ETCRITE 0T |.€|E‘=| FOveiDomeEnts
i a legislaror's luenss ot~
nity for woethwhils projects

that provide weesdad services
And that's where most af it
dises wn. When this happens,
the ilems  [ulfGll  imporcimt
funding needs in a given com-
MAITEY,

‘The proflerm coanes £ Lavwmsl-
cors use tho power of tals paivso
o earry Eavor dn ther districts

by poceridlog bigs checks w saall -

COMEFIDIEY fraups, to Gl pet
projocls thal waay oramay gol
meet A CONNDUNEY need, o 43 a
Lbrans for pm.whmbmtug Eeu
varions | L.rsmr:-c : Iﬂ]l}'
But il the ipipot is- tb
turmed off, whil will happen b
thase nonprofits thar have [eeii-

Iimately ueed and relied on i

muaey t run their needed =T
Vires mml ]_-rmﬁ'.:lrns?

Right im our cwn tlw:i:!.m:d. i
variefy of seryvices and homprafit
Trogrims that provide cssential
servaeea will b boet by the loss.
of menuber [ews, As a voluotess
with UA-Federation of Mew
Yok — wladed Cusuls hownan sor-
vloes and conupemly spencies
in the setropsditan aces, Tineed
and G0 atlsar counlries — Ive
seen e iopact ol culs o peo-

prams fuled by oeember ieas

T an TH Y A AR

Tel Sk

oot just at oo agency none
tow, bul br peograms ar UJA-
Fedaration's Loy Ddaisd bensdl-
CLATY e, wﬁwh SR P

ple in feel bdorods Mastng aisd

coundes. o

Here ara art a lew exmnples
of the important, legitimate Tro-
yxamis that will b pffncadd b
decteased fanding, The jewish
Associntinm for Services for the
JAged in Loamg Reach will cperi-

cence utbacks i ire 2bility o

provida seevlees Lo our xoEl
ebdecly — in pasteular, those
soundors whin e g al Iuioe
but requize assistance with per-
sunal vk, Gt Louwsebeeplog,
procesy shoppang, Landry or
anspoutation toe feadical ap-
pointinents. A cul in buoding

NACER iy

fow @ stadl inewber w provide
these seeviees in sou e Nee-
e Nl meins some indi-
widuals will no longer receive
them at all.

The Jewish Community
Cemer of e Creater -Fiee
Twans had hern Tecciving
memberitem - fonding far
Camp Fricndship, a-camp For
children with= special - needs,
a5 well as for s conusnity
food panery. ‘This- weas the
J'.IL'J.I.II.:‘QCI."'JI..L'J:II IDUDEY  Widh UL
unzgpeciedly. As @ resull,
Cany Frioadahip Dag lad w
miake dramatic I:E.mae-s in poa-

cauuning, The OuxE pantry
f lad to reduce statl’ bours

ouide less foud, ioeme-

communily hag less -

ad
o

cess bo muleitional asdstance.
T Sullidk-based Fanily Ser-
wice Leamee, hesdquartored
Hummnpten, roocived member
Lbem.[.u.ndm.gh:m.ﬂ'qofltlpm—
gravnd, eeluding thse i sup-
priart evwe-ingoume children or el
ulgetling oG belaviocal or ss-
demic treauble, Recent cuts mean
that oae-third m one-half fower
bics v peecive afier school

FART program
Selueals 1 Lﬂm‘ s}l.unsat-

sk b Abiely parents luoew
Lo wuek logether in the evanligs
o sheille b cesate stoonger fame-
Lies. A cur in funding resulled i
0 fewer familics revedving Uds
crucial suppad.

These are just a few nf the
Limg Tslamd: nonprodios thar will
suffer crthacks as a resole of the
Inss of memher Tems But choy
make clear the aednt that poo 2l
pork=hame] spending i bad And
b diffieuwlt  coomauic  tiuws,

whenr: sappors friom individusd

s Waes, teese seaall poats
ave all the asoes drporant.

le Herg is
Eﬁgll'mf Lfg&-
Fedaration of
New rork's Loar
Ishand Govera-
neand [telmitons Cnermitfee.

({4 Bd 110z ‘) Aseniqed ‘Aepsen. ‘AYaSMIN




Slisociation o/ Sire Districts
0/5%@%&@%(/{/ O]//G Y.

OF THE
STATE OF NEW YORK

Firemen’s Association of
the State of New York

New York State Volunteer Ambulance

and Rescue Association, Inc.
New York State

EMS Coordinators Association, Inc.

New York State

‘New York State fire Marshals and Inspectors Association

Association of Fire Chiefs

Fallen Firefighter Memorial Recognition Bill — To amend VFBL law to provide that in
the case of a line of duty death where a benefit is paid to a covered volunteer, that the
name of that volunteer firefighter shall be inscribed upon the NYS Fallen Firefighters
Memorial at the Capitol Mall in Albany.

Blue Light on Ambulance and EMS Vehicles - Amend the Vehicle and Traffic law to
allow ambulance and EMS vehicles to use the blue light for rear projection only, and to
include ambulance and EMS vehicles in the definition of a highway emergency incident
safety zone.

Bail Out Rope Repeal — To support legislation that clarifies the requirements of existing
law and regulation regarding above ground evacuation equipment and procedures.

Consolidation Amendments — To seek amendments to recently enacted legislation
creating new consolidation procedures applicable to local governments specifically
requiring a second vote after the municipalities which are to be dissolved or consolidated
have developed the plan for consolidation or dissolution.

Elimination of Exemption from Seat Belt Law — To seek legislation to require
operators and passengers of certain authorized fire and EMS emergency vehicles to be
restrained by safety belts by eliminating the existing exemption for such vehicles.

Felony Offenders — Amend applicable statutes to allow for a criminal background check
on applicants or members of a volunteer fire department or EMS unit, and to provide for
refusal of membership or expulsion of persons convicted of certain felony offenses.

Health Insurance for Volunteers — To enact legislation that requires health insurers to
cover volunteers when the municipality allows the volunteer to participate, at the
volunteers own expense, in that municipality’s own health plan and to provide for access
for Volunteers to the Healthy New York program.

The Volunteer Fire Police Association
of the Siate of New York, Inc.

COUNTY FIRE COORDINATORS’ ASSOCIATION
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